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The best book proposals are the ones that sell. With that aim in mind, this resource contains Stephen 
Kimber’s recommended guides to writing book proposals as well as first pages of two example 
proposals. 
 
 
 

Online Guides 
 
“Start Here: How to Write a Book Proposal” [http://janefriedman.com/start-here-how-to-write-a-book-
proposal] (Jane Friedman, 2017) 
 
How to Write a Book Proposal [https://www.hiwrite.com/pro.html] (William Cane, 2007) 
 
 
 

Print/E-book Guides 
 
How to Write a Book Proposal (Michael Larsen, 2011) 
 
Book Proposals that Sell: 21 Secrets to Speed Your Success (W. Terry Whalin, 2005) 
 
The Fast-Track Course on How to Write a Nonfiction Book Proposal (Stephen Black Mettee, 2002) 
 
Write the Perfect Book Proposal: 10 That Sold and Why (Jeff Herman & Deborah Levine, 2001) 
 
 
 

Example Proposals 
 
Aphrodisiac: Sex, Politics and Gerald Regan (Stephen Kimber, 1995) 
 
 pages 2 to 5 
 
 
What Lies Across the Water: Hotel Bombs and Dead Brothers, Cuban Agents and Miami Terrorists 
(Stephen Kimber, 2012) 
 
 pages 6 to 8 
  

https://writers.ns.ca/resources
https://www.janefriedman.com/start-here-how-to-write-a-book-proposal/
https://www.hiwrite.com/pro.html
https://halifax.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S135C1773109
https://www.bookproposalsthatsell.com/
https://halifax.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S135C1715092
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