Writing on Fire on the Northumberland Strait

Rita Wilson

A whirl of words

wondrous worlds

sacred fire”

These are the opening lines of Sheree Fitchs poem
composed at and for this fiery, brand new event.

Writing on Fire grew out of Read by the Sea, the
annual literary festival that has taken place in River
John each July for the past 13 years. The mornings
WordPlay sessions have been devoted to young people,
with separate readings and workshops for picture
book, chapter book and teen audiences. Over the years
an awareness has emerged among the organizers and
audiences — there are kids who want more. The desire
to connect to local schools in a way that would support
teachers and offer students experiences related to words
grew.

The question was how? Small initiatives were tried
over the years — bookmarks and pep talks about the
summers event, books donated to school libraries, book
clubs, and Skype interviews with authors. Most never got

past the idea stage. None seemed to have any noticeable
effect. A committee gathered this past fall to brainstorm
anew, sparked by the memory of a wildly successtul
writing conference for kids in the Annapolis Valley a
few years ago.

The idea started with boundaries — a one-day writing
workshop on a Saturday. Then the title was selected —
Writing on Fire — and the flames kept leaping higher and
expanding.

It was decided to start with grade 8 and 9 students
on the North Shore, including six schools from Pugwash
to Alma. There was a range of reasons for the grade
selection: they were young enough to still be keen; they
needed something special at that age; they wouldnt
have weekend jobs. The fact that one of the committee
members was a former middle school principal may have
influenced the decision too.

The Saturday writing workshops for students grew to
include a workshop for teachers as well. Writing on Fire
expanded to include a Friday of Writers in the Schools
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for all grade 8 and 9s involved (at no expense to the
schools, thanks to support from the Writers' Federation of
Nova Scotia).

Authors were selected and invited: Don Aker, Sheree
Fitch, Sue Goyette, Sylvia Gunnery, Kathleen Martin,
Phil Moscovitch, and Steve Vernon. They responded with

resounding yeses.

The next step was a funding application to Cultural
Opportunities for Youth and then we waited. When
we received their positive response, we truly fired into
action. We sought and received amazing community

support. Bullrush Communications created a fiery logo:

Advocate Printing produced brochures, posters and
postcards, allowing us to fan the flames.

“Spark” was this first step. In early March, every
grade 8 and 9 class was visited, “sparked” by a team of
two people equipped with information about the events,

as well as Writing on Fire postcards. Techniques varied,
but ultimately each student had the chance to take part
in a ‘quick writing” activity on their postcard — and

they did! Many classes created bulletin boards from the

postcards.
We then waited to see if students and teachers would
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be interested in attending the Saturday workshops, while
finding more sponsors for food (Sobeys and Tim Hortons),
books for prizes (Scholastic), janitor services (Celtic

Office of CCRSB), and organizing billets for authors and
schedules for their school visits.

On Friday morning, April 5, authors spread out to
visit schools, fanning the flames of words. Teachers were
universally enthusiastic and students inspired all along
the North Shore.

Saturday, April 6, was the culmination. River John
Consolidated School opened its doors for the day, with
its students participating as hosts and amazing support
from teachers. Fifty students and 10 teachers registered
and were greeted, once they made their way through the
early morning snow, by composition books with Writing
on Fire logos, Timbits, and, as one student wrote, “other
people just like me, who enjoy writing as much as I do.”

Sue Goyette's welcome was followed by a morning
workshop, lunch, an afternoon workshop, and the
day was completed by Sheree Fitchs closing remarks.
Sheree finished her talk with comments from students
who participated: “Writing is one of the most inspiring,
amazing and heroic things a person can do,” “always a
surprise,” a passion, an art in which beauty is conveyed
only by making it look simple after all the work has
been put into it

The students were asked what writing meant to them
and one replied, “Writing is words, burning paper.” With
that inspiration, the Writing on Fire committee is starting
plans for Writing on Fire 2014.
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Cinepoetry —

"This is what I'm supposed to watch.”

Hillary Titley

Sue Goyettes voice leads us through startling images
of heavy metal revelry. A man and a woman take an
inventory of their relationship while standing in the
shadow of the dilapidated grain elevators in Halifaxs
South End. Poems that were once only printed words
are now a passel of images, part of the fine tradition of
motion pictures.

In June of last year, the Atantic Filmmakers Co-
operative called for applications from filmmakers and

poets to participate in “A Certain Openness: the filming of

poetry.” The selected applicants — poets Robin Metcalfe,
Matt Robinson, Dan Walsh, Ken Ward, Ardath Whynacht
and Sue Goyette and filmmakers Ruby Boutilier, Walter
Forsyth, Jim MacSwain, David Middleton, Lisa Morse and
Megan Wennberg — took part in workshops introducing
them to the art and the means of cinepoetry, filmed
poetry.

The films produced were screened during the
Halifax Independent Filmmakers Festival in April. The
four short films that took the screen employed a variety
of techniques and forms: animation, spoken word, still
photographs, film, video, voice over, and monologue.

Filmmaker Ruby Boutilier and poet Sue Goyette

HEELA hE T

In The Grain Elevator, poet Matt Robinson uses
the decay of industry as a comparison for a long-
standing, weathered relationship. The film, directed
by Megan Wennberg, is photographed in sepia tones.
The poem is read by two voices, a womans and a mans,
acknowledging the universal truth that there are two
sides to every story.

Ruby Boudilier, the ilmmaker paired with poet Sue
Goyette, told the audience at the screening that she was
excited about the aspect of collaboration in the project,
saying it was a great motivator. Her goal was, she says, “to
honour the poem.” She cites black and white photographs
of punk rockers in the 70s as well as the 2007 film,
Control, as influences on the style of her film.

Heavy Metal Night At Gus’ Pub, the film of Goyette's
poem of the same name, is a black and white, slow-
motion montage of head-banging posturing from the
band and body-slamming antics from the audience.
The soundtrack is Goyette’s reading of her poem. As
the performance culminates she says, “This is what I'm
supposed to watch. I didnt know how it would happen,
just that it would”

Goyette tells us that the process of A Certain
Openness gave her a different way of thinking about
words. The films are an example of the complex
relationship between word and image.
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WFNS Annual General Meeting
Saturday June 8

Every June, the Writers' Federation of Nova Scotia (WFNS) holds an Annual
General Meeting (AGM). This year, the AGM takes place on June 8 at the
Writers Fed office. Please save the date and join your fellow members in
learning about the Fed's achievements in the past year and to let us know what
matters to you.

The AGM is a great way for you to introduce yourself to the staff and
Board of the Fed, to hear how the organization is doing, and to tell us what
you think. Every member in good standing is entitled to attend. Financial
statements, annual reports, the slate of the Board of Directors, and much more
are tabled and voted on. The future of WENS is in your hands!

And this year, the AGM kicks off a full schedule of events for the day, as
outlined below.

PART 1 - BUSINESS
The Writers Federation of Nova Scotia
1113 Marginal Road, Halifax,

11:00 a.m. — The Fed opens
11:30 a.m. — The Annual General Meeting is called to order

12:45pm — Pot luck lunch. Contributions to the table greatly appreciated.
Please let us know if you will be bringing items for the table and what they
may be at the contact information below.

1:20 p.m. to 1:50 p.m. Community building facilitated by Brian Braganza
2:00 to 3:00 p.m. — Mentorship Program readings
PART 2 - PARTY

The Company House
2202 Gottingen Street, Halifax

4:00 p.m. — Doors open at The Company House in Halifax.

4:30 p.m. — Announcement of shortlist nominees for the 2013 WENS
Literary Awards — the Atlantic Poetry Prize, the Evelyn Richardson Memorial
Non-Fiction Award, and the Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award.

4:45 p.m. — Fighting Words! The Feds Literary Trivia Challenge. Test your
knowledge of the printed word and compete for great prizes!

6:30 p.m. — Au revoir!

We hope to see you at some or all of these great events. Please RSVP to
Hillary at programs@writers.ns.ca or (902) 423-8116.
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Maritime Writers Workshop,
University of New Brunswick
Fredericton, NB, July 8-12

Sign up for one or all of
the sessions: July 8 — Writing for
Children and Young People with
Valerie Sherrard. July 9 — Fiction
Writing 101 with Shandi Mitchell.
July 10 - Life Writing: Trauma with
Carolyn Gammon. July 11 — Poetry
101 with Thomas Hodd. July 12 -
Approaches to Nature Poetry with
lan LeTourneau. For details visit
www.unb.ca/cel /programs/creative/
maritime-writers/index.html or call
1-506-453-4646.

Writing From Nature with Harry
Thurston July 19-21.

At the Harrison Lewis Coastal
Discovery Centre, Sandy Bay
Landings, Port Joli, NS. Cost: $275
(includes tuition, meals, cabin bunk).
Award-winning poet and nature
writer Harry Thurston will conduct
this Friday evening to Sunday
afternoon workshop designed
to sharpen observational skills,
which are the foundation not only
of nature writing but of all good
writing. Focus will be on writing
about the natural world. To register
phone: 902-683-2763 or email:
HLC@eastlink.ca (when registering,
mention any dietary restrictions).

Read by the Sea, River John, July 20

Read by the Sea will feature
Marina Endicott, Vincent Lam, Phil
Hall and Rebecca Silver Slayter.
Word Play sessions feature Jan
Coates, Vicki Grant and Jacqueline
Halsey. For details visit www.
readbythesea.ca



Impressed — new books

The Clothesline Collection
Lila Hope-Simpson

Home and Heart Publications
$19.99 ISBN 978-0-991861309

The Clothesline Collection is

a compilation of Positive
Parenting columns Lila
Hope-Simpson wrote for the
Kings County Advertiser until
October of last year. The
book is “a wealth of child
rearing wisdom and a strong
dose of love, according to
Wendy Elliott, a reporter for
The Advertiser.

Lila Hope-Simpson is
an early childhood educator
and special care counselor. In
2004, she received a special
Prine Ministers Award
for excellence in early
education. She is currently
working on her first adult
novel.

The Promised Land
a novel of Cape Breton

Bill Conall

Boularderie Island Press
(boularderieislandpress.com)
available as an e-book and in
print

Over the centuries a variety
of colourful settlers have
washed up on the shores of
Cape Breton Island in search
of a promised land. Then,
early in the new millennium,
a financially encumbered
medical doctor coaxes her
asthmatic old K-Car across
the Canso Causeway to take
up her first job at the small
clinic in the tourist village
of Baddeck. Conall skillfully
and hilariously navigates the
ebb and flow of island life
where things go from better
to worse to Oh My Goodness!
Bill Conalls first
book, The Rock in the Water,
was short-listed for the
Stephen Leacock Medal
for Humour. An acoustic
musician, composer and
writer, Bill describes himself
as “an occasional victim of
poetry.” His short fiction has
been published in several
Canadian magazines, and in

the anthology Shorelines.

Solitudes

Two More Solitudes
A Novel

Sheldon Currie

Pottersfield Press, April 2013,
$22.95 ISBN 978-1-897426-
47-0

Ian MacDonald is searching
for himself, for a career, for
home, and for redemption.
A man with a talent for
baseball, he seems to find
himself in “the suicide
squeeze” all too often as he
runs from one woman to
another. Set in Nova Scotia
and Quebec, Curries novel
follows Ians quest through
his encounters with a torch-
singing nun, an old flame,
and a woman who seeks
more than friendship.
Sheldon Currie is the
author of short stories,
novels, and plays. The Glace
Bay Miners’ Museum was also
adapted for radio and stage
plays, and made into the
critically acclaimed film
Margaret’s Museum, starring
Helena Bonham Carter.

Ocean

Sue Goyette

Gaspereau Press $19.95
ISBN 9781554471225

The ocean has never had a
biographer quite like Sue
Goyette. Living in the port
city of Halifax, her days are
bounded by the substantial
fact of the North Atlantic,
both by its physical presence
and by its metaphoric
connotations. And like many
of life’s overwhelming facts,
our awareness of the oceans
importance and impact
waxes and wanes as the
ocean sometimes lurks in
the background, sometimes
imposes itself upon us, yet
always, steadily, is. In Ocean,
Goyette demonstrates how a
spirited, playful and richly
mythopoetic engagement
with the world can actually
strengthen our grasp on its
bigger truths. In these linked
poems, Goyette plunges
in and swims well outside
the buoys to craft a sort of
alternate, apocryphal account
of our relationship with the
ocean.

Sue Goyette has
published three collections
of poetry and a novel,
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Into the Deep Unknown:
Land of The Tent Dwellers
— A Trip Through the Wilds
of Nova Scotia

Mike Parker

Pottersfield Press $24.95
ISBN 978-1-897426-46-3

Mike Parker leads us into
the unique landscape of
southwest Nova Scotia — the
Tobeatic Wilderness Area
and Kejimkujik — immortal-
ized by Albert Bigelow Paine
in his 1908 classic The Tent
Duwellers.

Parker takes us on a
1910 canoe trip through the
words of Dr. M.B. Miller, an
American who published an
account of his voyage with
local guides. Mike adds great
depth and breadth to the
story with a treasure trove
of 422 vintage photos of the
area and its legendary guides
with detailed supportive
text. It adds to and continues
the story of the woods and
waters of Nova Scotia, and
the people who drew their
livelihoods from them, that
Mike began in his first books
Guides of the North Woods, Wood
Chips & Beans, and Where
Moose and Trout Abound.

Parkers most recent
books are Gold Rush Ghost
Towns of Nova Scotia, Buried in
the Woods: Sawmill Ghost Towns
of Nova Scotia, and Ghost
Islands of Nova Scotia.

Alfred Silver

Runaway Horses
Alfred Silver

Pottersfield Press, $19.95
ISBN: 978-1-897426-49-4

Runaway Horses is set in Nova
Scotia in the 1840s during
the days of the “pony ex-
press.” The Halifax Express is
looking for lithe and limber
young riders able to handle
the huge thoroughbred
horses and willing to gallop
70 miles at a stretch. To a
young person trapped in a
hopeless, helpless situation, it
could seem like a possible es-
cape. Seana McCanns mother
is to marry a well-off older
man who Seana suspects is
more interested in having a
teenage stepdaughter under
his thumb than a wife by

his side. Unknown to Seana,
someone else on the other
side of the province is also
in desperate circumstances.
They both see the same way
out.

Like all of Alfred
Silvers historical novels, in-
cluding Three Hills Home and
the Raddall-winning Acadia,
no documented facts were
harmed in the making of this
book. Runaway Horses sticks
to the historical map while
weaving a story in between.
Silver, the author of 14
novels, lives in Ardoise, by
the road the Halifax Express
used to ride down.
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Cornwallis
The Violent Birth of Halifax

Jon Tattrie

Pottersfield Press $19.95
ISBN 978-1-897426-48-7

In June 1749, Edward
Cornwallis founded the

city of Halifax, Nova

Scotia. Steeped in a brutal
philosophy he learned in the
bloody fields of Culloden
and “The Pacification” of
Scotland, Cornwallis devised
a plan to force the Acadians
and Mi'kmaq to swear loyalty
to his king, be forced off

the land, or face massacre.
His conquest of Nova

Scotia laid the groundwork
for the Expulsion of the
Acadians and pushed the
Mi'kmagq toward the brink of
extinction.

But who was Edward
Cornwallis? This in-depth
biography makes use of
Cornwalliss own words to
tell his story. Jon Tattrie is
a journalist whose ancestors
arrived in Nova Scotia with
Edward Cornwallis. This
is his third historical book,
following Black Snow, a novel
set in the 1917 Halifax
Explosion, and The Hermit of
Africville, a biography of one
of Canada’s longest-running
political protesters.

The CDeer Yard

ALLAN COOPER &
HARRY THURSTON

The Deer Yard

Harry Thurston,
Allan Cooper

Gaspereau Press $17.95
ISBN: 9781554471201

In the winter of 2009, Harry
Thurston was in Campbell
River on Vancouver Island
as writer-in-residence in
the former home of the
renowned fisherman and
environmentalist Roderick
Haig-Brown. While there,
he and his longtime friend
Allan Cooper embarked on
a poetic correspondence;
Thurston would send his
Campbell River poems east
and Cooper would reply. In
this, they were consciously
following the model of
the Wang River Sequence,
a poetic correspondence
written by the Chinese
poets Wang Wei and P'ei
Ti over 1,200 years ago.
The resulting 21 poems
are reflective and richly
imagistic, chronicling a single
winter season as experienced
by two writers on opposite
Canadian coasts.

Harry Thurston is
a poet, journalist and
naturalist. Allan Cooper has

published a dozen books of
poetry,



Who's doing what

m The Atlantic Book Awards

were presented in May and Fed
members are prominent among the
nominees and winners. The Ann
Connor Brimer Award for Childrens
Literature went to Lisa Harrington
(Live to Tell, Dancing Cat Books); also
nominated was Kathleen Martin
(Kamal(wz'c’: Finding Peace, Love and
Injustice in Sierra Leone, Red Deer
Press). The Ocean Ranger: Remaking
the Promise of Oil by Susan Dodd,
from Fernwood Publishing won the
Atlantic Book Award for Scholarly
Writing. Joan Dawson's Nova Scotia’s
Historic Rivers: The Waterways that
Shaped the Province (Nirnbus) was
nominated for the Dartmouth Book
Award for Non-fiction. One of three
nominees for the Democracy 250
Atlantic Book Award was Laurie
Glenn Norris for her biography
Haunted Girl: Esther Cox and the Great
Ambherst Mystery (Nimbus). Novels by
Donna Morrissey (T/ze Deception

of Livvy Higgs, Viking Canada) and
Scott Fotheringham (The Rest is
Silence, Goose Lane Editions) were
on the shortlist for the Jim Connors
Dartmouth Book Award (Fiction).
And Nicole Dixon was nominated
for the Margaret and John Savage
First Book Award for her short-
story collection High Water Mark (The
Porcupine’s Quill). And two of the
nominees for the Lillian Shepherd
Award for Excellence in Illustration
were Tamara Thiebaux Heikalo for
Driftwood Dragons and Other Seaside
Poems by Tyne Brown (Nimbus) and
Sydney Smith for Toes In My Nose
and Other Poems by Sheree Fitch
(Nimbus).

m Mystery fans love this time of
year. The shortlists for the annual
Arthur Ellis Awards celebrating

Canadian mystery writers and their
books in eight categories have been
announced. And Lisa Harrington
is up for Best Juvenile/YA novel for
Live to Tell (Dancing Cat Books) along
with YS. Lee, (The Agency: The Traitor
in the Tunnel, Candlewick Press),
Sylvia McNicoll, (Cms/z Candy Corpse,
James Lorimer & Company), Shane
Peacock, (Bc'a)ming Holmes, Tundra
Books), and Elizabeth Stewart (The
Lynching of Louie Sam, Annick Press).
The complete list of nominees in
all eight categories can be found at
http://crimewriterscanada.com.

m The Adantic Journalism Awards
were presented in May. In the
Atlantic Magazine Article category
the gold winner was Marjorie
Simmins for “To the Manor Born’
pubhshed in Progress Magazine,
while the silver finalists were: John
DeMont (“Does Nova Scotia Get the
Government it Deserves?” Herald
Magazine) and Martin Silverstone
(“Atlantic Salmon at the End of the
Earth’. in Atlantic Salmon ]ournal),
The gold for Arts & Entertainment
Reporting: Any Medium went to
Stephen Kimber for his article
“Six Men, Two Dories and the
North Adantic” published in Atlantic

Business.

m The League of Canadian Poets
has announced the shortlists for its
three annual literary prizes. The
Raymond Souster Award is given
for a book of poetry by a league
member published in the preceding
year. And the shortlist includes
Hummingbird by John Wall Barger
(Pahmpses[ Press), the Flicker tree:
Okanagan Poems by Nancy Holmes
(Ronsdale Press), Wayworn Wooden
Floors by Mark Lavorato (The

Porcupine’s Quill), Between Dusk

and Night by Emily McGifhn (Brick
Books), The New Measures by A.F.
Moritz (House of Anansi Press), and
no ordinary place by Pamela Porter
(Ronsdale Press). The nominees

for the Gerald Lampert Memorial
Award, which recognizes the best
first book of poetry published by a
Canadian in the preceding year, are.
Charms Against Lightning by James
Arthur (Copper Canyon Press); I

see my love more clearly from a distance
by Nora Gould (Brick Books), Tke
Lease by Mathew Henderson (Coach
House Books|, Sumptuary Laws by
Nyla Matuk (Véhicule Press/A
Signal Edition), repeater by Andrew
McEwan (BookThug) and Nozebook M
by Gillian Savigny (Insomniac Press).
And six women are up for the Pat
Lowther Award, given for a book
of poetry by a Canadian woman
published in the preceding year:
Soul Mouth by Marilyn Bowering
(Exile Editions), Monkey Ranch by
Julie Bruck (Brick Books), The Book of
Marvels by Lorna Crozier (Greystone
Books), Slow Curve Out by Maureen
Scott Harris (Pedlar Press), A Grain of
Rice by Evelyn Lau (Oolichan Books),
and Song and Spectacle by Rachel Rose
(Harbour Publishing).

m In April K.V, Johansen jetted
off to Macedonia, where she was
one of two main participants at

the Days of Canadian Literature
Festival in Skopje and launched
the Macedonian translation of her
children’s novel, Torrie and the Pirate-
Queen. This is the second of her
Torrie series to be translated into
Macedonian; in 2010 the translation
of Torrie and the Snake-Prince
received the first ever International
Ana Frank Award for Children’s
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Literature, for children’s literature
in Macedonian. A scholar who has
written two books on the history

of children’s fantasy literature, she
also took part in a discussion of
multicultural voices in Canadian
literature. K.V is the author of 20
books for children and adults. For
more information on her work, visit
her websites at www.kvj or www.

pippin.ca.

m Elaine Mccluskey's short story
“Something Pretty, Something Nice”
picked up something pretty nice
lately — a week at a writers' retreat in
Ireland and publication in the 2013
Fish Anthology. Elaine’s short story
placed second in the 2012-13 Fish
Publishing short story competition
in Ireland, There were 1,560 entries,
a longlist of 348 and a shortlist of
89. Elaine hopes the short story will
form part of her third short fiction
collection.

m Fierce Ink Press will publish
Natalie Corbett Sampson’s debut
novel for young adults next year.
Game Plan is the story of Katherine
and pregnant teen Ella, whose lives
intertwine as they make decisions
that unknowingly affect one another.
Told from each of their perspectives,
Game Plan touches on many topics
including love, loss, friendship, and
doing the right thing. More than just
about pregnancy and adoption, its a
story about choosing what you want
from life and becoming the person
you need to be. Natalie lives in
Hatchet Lake. Her day job is a speech
language pathologist where she helps
children improve their ability to
communicate with the world around
them. You can follow her publishing
journey on her blog at www.
nataliecorbettsampson.com.
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m Left to right: Donna Morrissey, Shandi Mitchell, Catherine Banks,

and Sylvia Gunnery in conversation at the Atlantic Book Awards Shortlist

Announcement.

® In the latest creative non-fiction
short published by Fierce Ink
Press, Chris Benjamin revisits an
experience he had overseas where
poverty and cultural differences
take him by surprise. Cuisvé details
his experiences living in a country
drastically different from his own
when he heads to St. Lucia for a
volunteer work exchange. Chriss
time in St. Lucia stayed with him
and continues to inspire him to
root for the underdog. The e-book
is available from the Fierce Ink
website (www.fierceinkpress.com)
and Smashwords.com

m Heddy Johannesen has two
articles scheduled for summer
publication. Eternal Haunted Summer
Ezine will publish her essay
comparing Odin, the Nordic god,
and Gandalf, the wizardly character
from The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings
by JRR. Tolkien. Essential Herbal
will carry her piece on the herb
thyme.

® One of the goals of the Ships
Company Theatre (www.
shipscompany.com) is to be a centre
for the production and development
of Canadian and Adlantic theatre

with a special emphasis on Atlantic
content. Since 1984 the Parrsboro
theatre has commissioned, developed
and/or produced at least 28 new
works. Three of them have been
based on novels by Bruce Graham,
published by Pottersfield Press. Ships
Company will stage his latest novel,
Diligent River Daughter adapted

by Scott Burke, from July 3 to 28.
Brucess first book, The Parrsboro
Boxing Club was adapted by Charlie
Rhindress and staged in 2004 while
Tvor Johnson’s Neighbours, adapted by
Scott Burke, made it to the boards in
2009. In the fall, Pottersfield Press
will publish Bruces next book Duddy
Doesn’t Live Here Anymore, which
continues the story of some of the
characters introduced in Ivor Johnson’s
Neighbours.

m Shandi Mitchell’s first feature
film The Disappeared played to big
crowds in April and May at Empire
Theatres in Halifax, Bridgewater,
Yarmouth and St. Johns. It also won
two awards at the Canadian Film
Festival in Toronto in March. And
will screen at the International
Cannes Film Festival in May.



Markets, etc.

® Room (www.roommagazine.com)
“Room is a space where women

can speak, connect, and showcase
their creativity.” The Vancouver-
based magazine is inviting women
to enter its annual contest, deadline
July 15, poetry: max. 3 poems or
150 lines, fiction and creative non-
fiction: max. 3,500 words, entry

fee $30. Details on website. Also
calling for submissions for 37:1 The
Fashionable Issue, deadline: July 31.
Issue 37:2 open issue, also publishing
the winners of Room’s 2013 contests,
deadline: October 31. Issue 37:3
Geek Girls, deadline: January 31,
2014. .

® Descant: PO Box 314, Station P
Toronto, ON M5S 2S8 (www.descant.
ca) Pays a $100 honourarium upon
publication. Call for Submissions:
Berlin. Deadline: August 16. In
2014, Berlin will commemorate the
25th anniversary of the fall of the
Berlin Wall and the reunification

of the city. Descant will take part

in this celebration by welcoming
submissions of fiction, poetry, essays
and art pieces that speak to the
mythology, memory and identity of
Berlin in all its various incarnations.
Details on website.

m West Branch (www.bucknell.edu/
WestBranch) West Branch: The Print
Magazine a triannual magazine of
poetry, fiction, essays, and reviews.
West Branch Wired is a distinct
extension of the print magazine.
Poetry, fiction, and creative
nonfiction are exclusive to WBW.
Book reviews and columns run in
both WBW and the print magazine.
Reading period begins annually

on August 15 and ends on April

1. Payment $40 per submission of
poetry, $10/page of printed prose

with a maximum payment of $100,
and 5¢/word of online prose with a
maximum payment of $100.

m New Orleans Review (www.
neworleansreview.org) published

by the Department of English at
Loyola University, New Orleans.
Publishes both a print and web
version. Online submissions only,

$3 submission fee. For next print
issue, looking for “long” short stories
or even ‘short” novellas up to 12,000
words; longer-form nonfiction pieces
(essay, memoir, experimental) up to
12,000 words. Poetry — looking for
a set or series of poems totaling 16-
32 pages. Web Features: looking for
fiction and nonfiction (up to 5,000
words), and poetry (up to 5 pages).

® Booth: A Journal ( htep://booth.
butler.edu) Published by Butler
University, Indiana. Publishes

one piece or author every Friday,
directly on its home page. Accepts
material September through April.
Poetry (up to 5 poems), fiction and
creative non-fiction (up to 7,500
words), comics and lists. In addition,
publishes two print issues a year,
usually in winter and summer.

m Pleiades: A Journal of New
Writing (& Reviews): (www.ucmo.

edu/pleiades) Department of English,

University of Central Missouri.

A literary semiannual featuring
poetry, fiction, essays, and reviews
by authors from around the world.
Submit between August 15 and May
15 of each year.

® Chapman: (www.chapman-pub.
co.uk) “Scotland’s leading literary
magazine, controversial, influential,
outspoken and intelligent. The
focus is on Scotland, but Chapman
has a long history of publishing
international literature, both

in English by non-Scots and in

translation from other languages.”
Looking for fiction which is
chaﬂenging, surprising, different in
some way.

m The Stinging Fly: (www.
stingingfly.org) Published in Dublin,
Ireland. 3 issues a year. Publishes
new, previously unpublished

work by Irish and international
writers. Each issue also includes a
mix of poetry, book reviews and
essays, alongside occasional author
interviews and novel extracts.
Welcomes submissions of poetry and
prose in translation. During 2013
will accept submissions in February,
June and October.

m Poetry Review (www.
poetrysociety.org.uk /content/
publications/review) Published in
the UK., welcomes submissions of
unpublished poems and ‘literary
translations of poems. Has a policy
of publishing work by new and
upcoming poets as well as that of
established poets. All submissions
are read by the editor and
considered on an equal basis but
due to the volume of submissions,
cannot offer any individual criticism.
Detailed guidelines on website.

® Neon (www.neonmagazine.co.uk)
a UK-based literary magazine,
published online and in print every
quarter. It publishes poetry and
prose by authors from anywhere

in the world. Its focus is on work
that is beautifully written, cold and
contemporary.

m Riddle Fence (www.riddlefence.
com) “a flashy vehicle for fast-paced
literature from Newfoundland,
across Canada and around the
world.” Publishes poetry, fiction,
fakelore and nonfiction alongside
contemporary art three times a year.
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WFNS members invited to Editors Assoc. of
Canada conference in Halifax, June 7-9

The Editors Association of Canada is holding its national
conference in Halifax from June 7 through the 9th at

the Lord Nelson Hotel. And members of the Writers
Federation of Nova Scotia are eligible to attend for all or
part of the sessions. Registration is available for one, two
or three days.

Robert MacNeil is the opening keynot speaker, while
Donna Morrissey will give the closing keynote.

There will be pre-conference workshops on June 7:
Antidote 8: Quoi de neuf? — Louise Saint-André; Writing
fiction, editing fiction: A dialogue — Valerie Compton and
Bethany Gibson; Plain English: Building results — Frances
Peck; and Powerful conversations: Using the telephone to
get things done — Mary Jane Copps

There are five session streams: Language and
Culture; Techniques and Technologies 1; Techniques and
Technologies 2; Business and Career Building; and Arts
and Sciences

1. Language and Culture

a. Les Acadiens de la Nouvelle-Ecosse et I'usage du frangais
— Marie-Claude Rioux

b. Spin me a yarn, tell me a tale — Liz Newkirk & Steve
Vernon

c. Learning, teaching, surviving, revitalizing: An
introduction to the Mi'’kmaw language — Curtis Michael

d. Légendes et contes acadiens — Anne LeBlanc

e. Political writing: Words that ruffle feathers and create
change — Tim Bousquet, Dan Leger, Jane Taber, & Gary Burrill
(moderator)

f. The voices in my head — the real housewives of Cape
Breton — Lesley Crewe

g. Meet The Coast: Halifax’s sassiest 20-year-old — Kyle
Shaw, Stephanie Johns, & Allison Saunders

2. Techniques and Technologies 1

a. Speed mentoring — Elizabeth d’Anjou, Emily Dockrill
Jones, Barbara Dylla, Arden Ogg, & Frances Peck

c. ISC annual meeting

d. Shortening text: Why, when, and how — Elizabeth
Mache

e. Editing magazines in a digital world — Barry Boyce,
David Holt, Alexa Thompson, & Heather White

f. Editing by number: Basic numeracy for editors —
Rosemary Tanner

g. The chart clinic — Laurel Hyaut
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3. Techniques and Technologies 2

a. Effective manuscript queries: Between the (double-
spaced) lines — Elizabeth d’Anjou

b. Entrelacs de chiffres et de couleurs: Réviser tableaux et
graphiques — Anna Olivier

c. Truth in non-fiction? The editors role — David Swick

d. Stress management and ergonomics for editors — Traci
Williams

e. Clear communication by design — Michelle Boulton

f. Unconference: Session for senior editors / Session de
partage pour réviseurs expérimentés

¢. Editing social media: Whats to “like” about Atlantic
Canada’s social-media community? — Trevor Adams, Tim
Currie, Kimberly Walsh, & David Holt (moderator)

4. Business and Career Building

a. Creating an effective small-business website — Emily
Dockrill Jones

b. Canadian copyright: The new rules — Christene
Hirschfeld

c. Matrix Solutions' in-house editors: Growing the team
from 2 to 18 in 10 years— Virginia Durksen & Tara Holmwood

d. Between the red and the black — Carolyn Burke

e. Develop and maintain your skills: Volunteering as
professional development — Lisa Goodlet & Gael Spivak

f. Painless financial management: Financial stuff you need
to know to make money and stay out of trouble — Debi Peverill

g ME SPEAK? ... But I'm an editor! — Adele Simmons

5. Arts and Sciences

a. The editor and the memoirist: Creating your best
working relationship — Marjorie Simmins

b. The new age of publishing: How regional publishers
survive — Andrew Steeves, Terrilee Bulger, Robbie MacGregor,
& Heather Fegan (moderator)

c. We're not in the Hundred-Acre Wood anymore: How the
Nature Conservancy of Canadas communications team makes
science sexy — Lesley Marian Neilson

d. Good reads between the covers: Editing fiction for
literacy learners — Helena Aalto & Laurel Boone

e. Theres skunk breath in the breeze — Sheree Fitch.

f. L' Acadienne néo-écossaise se raconte — Réjeanne LeBlanc

g. The words of theatre: Challenges faced by playwrights
— Wendy Lill, Wanda Graham, Anthony Black, & Elissa Barnard
(moderator)

Registration fees and details are available from the
Editors Association of Canada website - www.editors.ca



