
Anna Quon autographs copies of her first book – Migration Songs (Invisible Publishing) at Word on the Street.

Great year for first books

2009 is a great year for first-time book writers. 
More than a dozen Writers Fed members saw 

their first books published. Some are veterans of the 
writing business as they toil in the garden of freelance 
journalism. Most have previously appeared on the pages 
of literary magazines. Perhaps it’s something in Nova 
Scotia’s foggy, rainy and misty air that fuels the creative 
spirit of writers here, Perhaps it’s the Fed’s mentorship 
program, the workshops, or the Atlantic Writing 
Competition. But most of all, it’s the desire and sometimes 
the compulsion to put one’s bum on a chair and one’s 
fingers on a computer keyboard and tap out glorious 
words and emotions, weaving stories and poems to 
intrigue, touch, connect with and entertain readers.

Here are just a few of this year’s crop of first-time 
book writers. 

Jon Tattrie is a freelance writer in Halifax who 
initially earned his writing chops in Scotland on The 
Edinburgh Evening News, then The Scotsman, both as a 
reporter and an editor. Pottersfield Press published Jon’s 
first novel, Black Snow.

 Screenwriter, director and filmmaker Shandi 
Mitchell won the 2008 Canada Council’s Martin 
Lynch Staunton Award for Outstanding Mid-Career 
Achievement in Media Arts in 2008. Selected for the 
2004-05 WFNS mentorship program, Shandi worked on 
a novel under Sue Goyette’s tutleage. The result – Under 
This Unbroken Sky – was published in September by 

�
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at Gaspereau Press, Kentville, NS.

Penguin (Canada), Weidenfeld and 
Nicolson (UK), and Harper Collins 
(US). First translation rights have 
been sold to Kinneret (Israel). 

Binnie Brennan, well-known 
as a musician with Symphony Nova 
Scotia, also writes short stories that 
have been published in several 
magazines. She made the leap to 
books by submitting Harbour View to 
Quattro Books’ novella competition 
and winning. Quattro released it in 
September.

John Wall Barger’s poems and 
reviews have appeared in many 
journals and he was included in 
the inaugural volume of The Best 
Canadian Poetry (Tightrope Press). 
John’s first collection of poems, 
Pain-proof Men, is now available 
from Palimpsest Press. Ryan Turner 
also parlayed his appearances 
in magazines and his 2003-04 
mentorship with Richard Cumyn 
into a book short fiction – What 
We’re Made Of is hot off Oberon 
Press.

“Burnt like toast from a 
freelance writing career,” Anna 
Quon faced the fact that she had 
always wanted to be a novelist 
and poet. She thought if she sat at 
her computer and wrote several 
hundred words a day she’d get there 
eventually… and she did. The first 
pages of her first draft took her to 
St. Petersburg on a small scholarship 
from the Summer Literary Seminars 
Russia, which in turn encouraged her 
to keep writing. Invisible Publishing 
released her novel Migration Songs at 
this year’s Word on the Street. 

Three years ago, Syr Ruus won 
the H.R. (Bill Percy) Prize in the 
Atlantic Writers’ Competition for 
her novel Lovesongs of Emmanuel 
Taggart. This year it was published 
by Breakwater Books.

Jocelyn Bethune has added a 
first book to the thousands of articles 

she’s written about Cape Breton in 
magazines and in government travel 
brochures, ads and videos enticing 
tourists to visit the island. Historic 
Baddeck (published by Nimbus) hit 
the bookstore shelves in May.

Laura Best now has a novel 
for young adults – Bitter, Sweet 
(Nimbus) – on her writing resumé 
that includes short fiction that was 
shortlisted for the Journey Prize.

Turnstone Press released Fatted 
Calf Blues, a short story collection 
by Steven Mayoff, in April. Steven 
writes from his home in Prince 
Edward Island. His fiction and 
poetry have appeared in magazines 
internationally, and his lyrics and 
poetry have been set to music in 
various genres.

Christina MacRae apprentcied 
in the mentorship program with 
Marilyn Iwama in 2006-07, working 
on a poetry collection. This year 
Wolsak & Wynn published the 
resulting book, Next to Nothing.

In her first book, published as 
part of Nimbus’s Images from our 
Past series, Carole MacDonald 
examined Historic Glace Bay.

Judy Dudar can now add her 
first book – a children’s book, I 
Spy a Bunny illustrated by Richard 
Rudnicki and published by Nimbus 
– to her writing credits, which 
include academic and “light” articles 
and book reviews. Under the 
auspices of the 2008-09 mentorship 
program, Judy worked with Sylvia 
Gunnery on a YA novel.

In The Nova Scotia Guide to 
Frugal Living (Nimbus), Carol 
McDougall – nicknamed Frugal 
McDougall by friends for her 
propensity for penny-pinching – 
offers a wealth of advice for living 
thriftily.  

Deannie Sullivan-Fraser has 
worked as an associate producer, 
production assistant and researcher 

continued on page 3



The Interim’s Report
By Susan Mersereau, Acting Executive Director

What a year for your Fed!  
September’s activities alone 

could have filled a whole calendar. 
It’s usually the day after Labour Day 
weekend that everyone seems to 
wake all at once. The office phone 
starts ringing – “Is it too late to send 
my Writers in the Schools info?” and 
“How do I apply for the Mentorship 
Program and what is it?”

Our inbox suddenly becomes 
very popular – “I’m new to the city; 
what does WFNS do?” or “Just how 
fancy is this ‘Gala’ of yours? Can I 
dress up?”

And we receive visitors at Fed 
headquarters, down by Pier 20 and 
NSCAD amid the bustle of cruise 
ship season and art students – “I’m 
here to help with the Eastword 
mailing bee!” and sometimes, “I 
just got off The Crystal Symphony 
over there and I want to buy some 
souvenirs from this here shop.”

Luckily, your Fed crew had 
been gearing up for this happy 
onslaught throughout the summer.

By week two of September, 
we had been visited by dozens of 
hopeful writers with writing samples 
in brown envelopes in hand, all 
hoping to be apprenticed through 

The Fed crew – from the left Sue Goyette, Nate Crawford and Susan Mersereau – fuel up 
for the Gala. 

continued on page 4
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for radio and television and as a 
freelance writer. Johnny and the 
Gypsy Moth, (Creative Publishing)  
illustrated by HildaRose, is her first 
book,

Kate Inglis, a professional 
writer for more than 10 years, has 
added a book to her credits with 
the publication of The Dread Crew: 
Pirates from the Backwoods (Nimbus).

The editor hopes those she’s 
inadvertently omitted will forgive 
her. n

this year’s Mentorship Program. This 
year’s five pairings will be contacted 
in November after our panel meets 
to complete the process of selection.

The morning of the 16th was a 
sight to be seen, as we pored over 
nearly 500 booking requests for 
Writers in the Schools. By noon, 
funds for this important subsidy 
program – now grown to a $100,000 
annual budget, thanks to support 
from the Nova Scotia Departments 
of Culture and Education – were 
completely exhausted (as were 
we!). When the dust had settled, 
73 writers were booked to make 
nearly 400 visits to schools across 
the province. Thanks to continued 
support from Canada Post and 
Bell Aliant, we will also be able to 
provide some schools with sets of 
the visiting authors’ books.

WFNS has a long history of 
dream-making and it is our current 

vision that some day we will have 
subsidy funds available to all schools 
in Nova Scotia who request author 
visits, and that we will have books 
to accompany all of those visits. It 
is obviously a shared dream, as the 
fundraising auction at this year’s Gala 
was one of the most bountiful yet – 
bringing in nearly $4,000 to support 
WITS, a number that will grow as 
members and others continue to 
generously donate to this and other 
programs throughout the year.

Our Gala hosts, playwright 
Catherine Banks and novelist 
Stephens Gerard Malone, led the 
way on the evening of September 
26 with humour, sparkle, class – 
and efficiency! By 9:30 p.m., the 
packed crowd of friendly, glitzed-
up literary types at the Alderney 
Landing Theatre had been fully 
fed on five fine readings from the 

First Books – continued from p. 2
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Susan Kerslake, left and Jill MacLean with loot from the Silent Literary Auction at the Gala.

Budge Wilson, left, with Gala co-host, GG-Award-winning playwright Catherine Banks.

Atlantic Writing Competition’s first-
place winners, and were ready to 
head home with their prized auction 
goods. 

Past-president Mary Jane Copps 
addressed the crowd and announced 
that, starting next year, the Gala will 
be known as the “WFNS Jane Buss 
Celebration of Writing,” in honour 
of the Fed’s Executive Director of 
the previous 17 years – and the one 
who invented this annual event as 
an opportunity for WFNS members, 
emerging writers and other members 
of the literary community to join 
in fellowship and foster mutual 
support.

The very next day, your Fed 
crew gathered up tablecloths, 
books, baskets, markers and signs, 
and made our way to the Cunard 
Centre for Word on the Street.  
Around the corner from our booth, 
Margaret Atwood read to all of the 
WOTS crowds across the country 
via virtual technology and was 
signing autographs with her special 
Longpen. Meanwhile, we were being 
visited by real live authors, in the 
flesh, all day long. We asked them all 
to sign our “real live authors” page 

with our colourful “short markers”. 
Right now that document is on 
display here at the office, which, 
along with our pictures from the 
fall’s events, helps remind us of what 

we’re doing here – that WFNS is not 
an office of three, but a community 
of more than 900!

By the time you read this, your 
board of directors will have 

embarked on an all-day strategic 
planning session, pausing to examine 
the past and developing new dreams 
for the Fed’s future. The letters and 
notes of suggestions WFNS members 
sent will have been carefully 
considered during that meeting.

If you’d like to be more 
involved with your Federation, just 
send us a note. Maybe you’d like to 
help out with a reading event, or the 
Atlantic Book Festival, or to have 
tea and gossip with us as we stuff 
envelopes with the latest issue of 
Eastword. You can always reach us at 
talk@writers.ns.ca n
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Markets, etc.
The Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia 
does not necessarily endorse the markets 
or competitions listed here. Please make 
every effort to check any market or 
competition before submitting material. 
Read several issues of the magazine first 
before submitting material. Publishers 
usually sell single, sample copies and you 
can check their websites for back issues 
and writers’ guidelines. Check your local 
library for public access computers. 

n Airborne Anthology: Third 
Person Press (www.thirdpersonpress.
com) Looking for short stories up 
to 10,000 words and poetry up to 
100 lines from Cape Breton writers 
in the speculative fiction genre 
– science fiction, fantasy, horror, 
magic realism, and paranormal. The 
theme of the anthology is Airborne. 
Open to writers who live in or have 
a substantial connection to Cape 
Breton Island. Deadline: November 
30. Details on website.

n Riddle Fence: P.O. Box 7092, 
St. John’s, NL, A1E 3Y3 (www.
riddlefence.com) Deadline  
December 1 for submissions of 
previously unpublished poetry, 
fiction, and creative non-fiction. Send 
3 or 4 poems or 1 piece of prose, 
maximum 5,000 words. Pays $30 
per printed page (prose and poetry). 
Accepts email submissions. 

n Chester Playhouse Summer 
Theatre Festival 2010:  Open 
Call for Submissions for its 2010 
season. Deadline December 1. 
Must be: (1) Between 75 and 100 
minutes in length, one act or 
two. (2.) A complete package.
Set, props, costumes, and design 
in all departments are the sole 
responsibility of the Company 
as are all royalties, salaries, 
production costs, and transportation 

requirements associated with the 
Production. Chester Playhouse will 
provide one technician for set-up, 
strike, and the run of the Production. 
The Company is required to provide 
one technician (minimum) for 
same. Include descriptions of the 
Company, the play, and proposed 
director and actors. Receipt of 
submissions will be acknowledged 
by e-mail. Send to: playhouse@
chesterplayhouse.ns.ca or Mary 
Lou Martin, Artistic Director; Erick 
Bickerdike, General Manager, 
Chester Playhouse, PO Box 293 
Chester, NS  B0J 1J0.

n Existere – Journal of Arts 
and Literature:  (www.yorku.ca/
existere/) Deadline for the Spring/
Summer 2010 issue is December 31.

n Descant: (www.descant.ca) Plans 2 
theme issues for 2010 (1) Ghosts and 
The Uncanny – deadline March 1 
and (2) Sicily – deadline: June 1.

n Puerto del Sol: Department of 
English P.O. Box 30001, MSC 3E, 
Las Cruces, NM 88003. (www.
puertodelsol.org) the journal of the 
English Department at New Mexico 
State University. The reading period 
is September 15 through March 
31. Accepts poetry, drama, fiction, 
non-fiction, translations, artwork 
and criticism, and any interesting 
combinations thereof only through 
their online submission manager. 

n Mobius: The Journal of Social 
Change. (http://mobiusmagazine.
com/) An online quarterly. Strives 
to publish challenging fiction and 
poetry that deals with social change 
as either a primary or a secondary 
theme. First and foremost, likes good 
writing, with strong elements of plot 
and character and poems that are 
unusual and entertaining. 

n Neon: (www.neonmagazine.co.uk)  
a UK-based online literary quarterly 
Focuses particularly on the new, 
the experimental and the strange. 
Some themes they’re interested in 
include: isolation, post-modernism, 
technology, dislocation, apathy, the 
apocalypse, memory, and urban 
decay. Seeks work that is beautiful, 
shocking, intense and memorable. 
Likes their poetry stark and their 
prose weird, but not nonsensical. 
Looking for short stories, poems, 
flash fiction and photographs. Pays 
£3 to £5.

n Strange Horizons: (www.
strangehorizons.com) A weekly 
web-based magazine of and about 
speculative fiction – i,e, science 
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fiction, fantasy, magic realism, slipstream, and a host of 
sub-genres. Looking for short fiction, poetry, reviews and 
articles of interest to the speculative fiction community. 
Pays 5¢ a word, minimum $50. 

n Brain Harvest: An Almanac of Bad Ass Speculative 
Fiction: (www.brainharvestmag.com) Looking for short 
fiction of 100 to 750 words. Pays 5¢ a word, up to $37.50 
US. Accepts reprints but pays at a different rate. Does not 
publish poetry. 

n Clarkesworld: (http://clarkesworldmagazine.com) An 
online science fiction and fantasy magazine that publishes 
short fiction, interviews, articles and audio fiction. 
All original fiction published in Clarkesworld is also 
made available in single-issue chapbooks and collected 
annually in the Realms trade paperback series. Pays 10¢ 
a word for works of science fiction, fantasy, and horror 
between 1,000 and 4,000 words.

n Gray’s Sporting Journal:  735 Broad Street, 
Augusta, Georgia 30901. (http://grayssportingjournal.
com) Publishes stories about the sporting life and the 
interaction of people participating in the sporting life. 
Poetry: publishes one poem per issue. Features and Yarns: 
Features may be fact or fiction, hunting or fishing, long 
or short, and at least 1,500 words. Yarns are just that 
– campfire tales, fact or fiction, and should run from 
750 to 1,500 words. Expeditions: travel pieces, between 
2,500 and 3,000 words. Pays $600 to $1,250 for features, 
yarns average $300; poems, $100. Pays $50 to $300 for 
photographs. For Expeditions pieces, pays $850 plus $75 
per published picture. 

n Sniplits: (www.sniplits.com) professionally produces 
MP3 audio short stories by known and new authors, read 
by professional actors and voice talent. Click on Authors 
Room for what their looking for, their submissions 
calendar and pay schedule. Accepts previously published 
work.

Contests
n WFNB 2010 Literary Competition: Open to writers 
from across Canada. Information can be found at: www.
wfnb.ca. Deadline November 30.

n The Fiddlehead 19th Annual Literary Contest: 
Campus House, 11 Garland Court, University of New 
Brunswick, PO Box 4400, Fredericton, NB E3B 5A3 
(www.thefiddlehead.ca) Deadline December 1 postmark. 
Poetry: $1,000 Ralph Gustafson Prize for Best Poem, 
$500 each for 2 honourable mentions. Fiction: $1,000 
for best story, $500 for 2 honourable mentions. Winners 
will also be paid for publication in the magazine. Entry 
fee: $30 includes subscription to mag.

n 33rd Atlantic Writing Competition: sponsored by 
the Writers Federation of Nova Scotia. Open to writers 
in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, PEI, and Newfoundland 
& Labrador. Deadline December 4. Beginning writers 
may try their hand in five categories: novel, Juvenile/
YA novel, short story, poetry, and writing for children. 
Established writers are also eligible but must work in an 
area that is new to them. Entry fee varies by category. 
For entry form and details check the Fed website – www.
wriers,ns.ca/awc.html 

n The Robert Kroetsch Award for Innovative Poetry: 
Snare Books c/o Matrix, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.  
LB 658 Montreal QC H3G 1M8 (http://snarebooks.
wordpress.com/the-robert-kroetsch-award-for-innovative-
poetry/) Deadline January 31. Awarded annually to an 
emerging Canadian poet (with two books or fewer) for a 
book-length collection of poetry (48-100 pages). Winner 
receives a trade paperback contract which includes 
publication and a $500 honorarium. Entry fee $30. 

Awards
n Atlantic Poetry Prize ($2,000), Evelyn Richardson 
Non-Fiction Award ($2,000), Thomas Head Raddall 
Atlantic Fiction Prize ($15,000): Deadline for these 
published book awards is December 4. For complete 
details visit www.writers.ns.ca/competitions.html (look 
under Competitions then under WFNS Book Prizes). To 
enter, four copies of the book and a simple statement 
attesting to the eligibility of the writer as well as the 
publisher’s and the writer’s current contact information, 
including e-mail (when applicable), should be forwarded 
to: WFNS, 1113 Marginal Road, Halifax, NS B3H 4P7.
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Bitter, Sweet 
Laura Best
Nimbus, 2009, $10.95, ISBN: 978-1-55109-736-7
Pru Burbridge lives a simple life on the family homestead on the Dalhousie 
Road in 1940s Nova Scotia – until her father abandons the family and her 
mother falls ill. Things go from bad to worse when Pru’s mother dies, leaving 
Pru and her older brother to care for the family in secret so they are not sent 
away to foster homes, or worse – the orphan house. Pru and her siblings must 
work together to save their family from being torn apart.

Laura Best has lived in the small community of East Dalhousie her entire 
life. Her short fiction has been published in literary magazines across Canada.  
This is her first novel. 

Page Fright: Foibles & Fetishes of Famous Writers
Harry Bruce
Random House, 2009, $25.95, ISBN: 978-0-7710-1712-4
A witty round-up of writers’ habits that includes all the big names, such as 
Dickens, Flaubert, Tolstoy, Hemingway, and more. At public events readers 
always ask writers how they write. The process fascinates them. Now they 
have a very witty book that ranges around the world and throughout history 
to answer their questions. All the great writers are here, not to mention the 
writers who can only keep the words flowing by writing naked, or while 
walking or listening to music — and generally obeying the most bizarre 
superstitions.

Harry Bruce is a Torontonian by birth and Nova Scotian by ancestry and 
choice, In addition to freelance journalism and writing books, he writes and 
edits, under contract, for the federal government and private industry. 

Skipper: The Sea Yarns of Captain Matthew Mitchell 
Frances Jewel Dickson
Pottersfield, 2009, $15.95, ISBN: 978-1897426104
Skipper Matthew Mitchell was born in Newfoundland in 1917. Now a lively 
91-year-old retired seaman on Nova Scotia’s South Shore, he looks back 
on his lifelong relationship with the sea. Captain Mitchell’s keen memory 
spares no details of his exceptional life and his recollections vibrate with 
his colourful native Newfoundland vernacular. We follow him from a boy 
of 12 learning the secrets of salt fishing and preserving from his father and 
uncles to eventually taking command of fishing trawlers based in Lunenburg. 
When the sea agreed to let him go after 45 years, he became shore captain at 
the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic in Lunenburg, where he remained for 
another 30 years. His captivating memoirs stand as a monument to the era of 
wooden ships and iron men.

Frances Jewel Dickson is a native of Quebec. Her first book, The DEW 
Line Years: Voices From the Coldest Cold War, was published in 2007 by 
Pottersfield Press. Frances has lived on Nova Scotia’s South Shore since 1987.

imPRESSed – new titles by WFNS members
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Not Suitable for Family Viewing
Vicki Grant 
HarperCollins, 2009, $ 14.99, ISBN 978-1554681808
Robin has everything a girl could want. Thanks to her mother, the inter-
nationally beloved talk show host Mimi Schwartz, Robin’s got the money, the 
means and the connections to make even her wildest dreams come true. So 
why does she choose to sit alone in a dark room watching endless reruns of 
You and Mimi? Don’t ask Robin. She doesn’t know – not until the discovery of 
an old high-school ring propels her to ditch New York for a tiny Nova Scotian 
fishing village. In her quest to solve the mystery behind the ring’s origin, 
Robin finds more than a renewed joie de vivre. She discovers love, the truth of 
her own background, and the secret that helped make her mother a star. 

Vicki Grant began her career writing scripts for Theodore Tugboat and 
Big Comfy Couch. Her comic legal thriller Quid Pro Quo won the Arthur Ellis 
Award for Best Juvenile Crime Fiction and was nominated for the Edgar Allan 
Poe Award and the CLA’s Book of the Year. She lives in Halifax.

While We’re Young 
Don Hannah
Playwrights Canada Press, 2009, $16.95, ISBN: 978-0-88754-877-2
A soldier goes to Afghanistan, another to Passchendaele. A family splits in 
two when a Protestant falls in love with a Catholic; 120 years later, it could 
happen again for a new set of reasons. In this poignant play, six generations 
of young men and women move into adulthoods filled with emotional and 
dramatic surprises.

Playwright and novelist Don Hannah was born in Shediac, New Bruns-
wick, and now lives in Toronto and Lunenburg County. His novels, The Wise 
and Foolish Virgins and Ragged Islands are published by Knopf Canada.

The Dread Crew: Pirates of the Backwoods
Kate Inglis
Nimbus, 2009, $16.95, ISBN: 9781551097374
Eric Stewart lives on a farm in Barss Corner, Nova Scotia. When he finds 
mysterious objects in the woods marked with the unmistakable sign of pirates 
– a skull and crossbones – he becomes a pirate hunter. He tracks them but 
never manages to catch sight of them. Little does Eric know that friendly 
old Grampa Joe next door is harbouring the backwoods pirates! The crew of 
dirty, warty, natty, rude, pugnacious, revolting, disgusting pirates shows up 
demanding Joe’s hoard of junk, but the pirate crew and Joe make a deal: He’ll 
teach them how to get more junk than they’ve ever dreamed of by using more 
honey than vinegar, and they’ll give him a little adventure in his life once 
more. Civilizing the pirates is more difficult than Joe imagined, but he slowly 
realizes there is more goodness in this crew than expected. The Dread Crew is a 
tale of filth and friendship, rat-tail necklaces, and resourcefulness.

Kate Inglis is a writer, photographer, and mother of two boys. Although 
this is her first novel, she has been writing professionally for more than 
10 years and since 2004 on her blog (sweetsalty.com), which has earned 
widespread recognition and a readership of thousands. Kate lives in Nova 
Scotia on the edge of a meat-grinder sea.



Eastword November/December 2009 Page 9

IWK: A Century of Caring for Families
Stephen Kimber
Nimbus, 2009, $22.9, ISBN: 978-1551097121
Stephen Kimber relates the fascinating history of family health care in 
Atlantic Canada. He traces the development of the Izaak Walton Killam 
Health Centre through the people who have helped make the IWK what it 
is today – a family-oriented health centre and a fundamental part of Atlantic 
Canada. Full of candid anecdotes, memories, and case studies that depict the 
hospital through the eyes of its patients and patrons, the book is illustrated 
with 50 photographs.

Stephen Kimber is an award-winning writer, journalist, and broadcaster.  
He is the author of one novel and seven books of non-fiction, including the 
best-selling Flight 111: The Tragedy of the Swissair Crash, and Sailors, Slackers, and 
Blind Pigs: Halifax at War. He lives with his wife, Jeanie, in Halifax.

Death Ship of Halifax Harbour
Steven Laffoley
Pottersfield Press, 2009, $19.95, ISBN: 978-1897426098
In 1866 a cholera-infested ship and its passengers are quarantined in Halifax 
harbour. Steven Laffoley explores historic McNab’s Island in search of Halifax 
during its time of cholera. As he investigates the rich history of the island 
and searches for clues to the many dark, cholera-ship tales, Steven confronts 
the nature of fear and the fear of nature, including fetid marshes, abandoned 
buildings, a berry-mad bear, a love-starved beaver, a gaggle of naked maidens, 
and two drunken revolutionaries just looking for some fun.

Steven Edwin Laffoley has been a curriculum writer, a university 
professor, a school principal, and a dues-paying member of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. A freelance writer, columnist and broadcaster, he 
is the author of Mr. Bush, Angus and Me and the award-nominated Hunting 
Halifax: In Search of History, Mystery and Murder, both published by Pottersfield. 
He lives with his wife and daughter in Halifax.

The Present Tense of Prinny Murphy
Jill MacLean
Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2009, $11.95, ISBN: 978-1-55455-145-3
An alcoholic mother, a distracted father, a best friend who spends all his 
time with his new “girlfriend,” and three relentless schoolyard bullies: Prinny 
Murphy’s past, present, and future certainly are tense. Adding to her misery, 
she’s in grade six and still can’t read well enough to escape from remedial 
lessons with the dour Mrs. Dooks. But when a kindly substitute teacher 
introduces her to LaVaughn’s inner-city world in the free verse novel, Make 
Lemonade, Prinny discovers life can be full of possibilities – and poetry. The 
Present Tense of Prinny Murphy is a sequel to The Nine Lives of Travis Keating.

Jill MacLean has lived most of her life in the Maritimes, within walking 
distance of the sea. She is the author of The Nine Lives of Travis Keating and 
The Brevity of Red, and her biography of Jean Pierre Roma, published by the 
PEI Heritage Foundation, was reissued in 2005.
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The Dead Can’t Dance
Pam Calabrese MacLean
Ronsdale, 2009, $15.95, ISBN: 978-1-55380-069-9
With a mother’s touch, a lover’s touch and the sure hand of an undertaker, 
MacLean compels the reader to take a dangerous look behind every façade, 
even though we will long to look away. Her women are fierce with their men, 
protective of their children and abrupt with the world. She observes the minutiae 
of life with an eye of appreciation, and looks at the grandeur with suspicion. 
MacLean’s poems are landscapes of grief and tenderness with just enough wicked 
wit to plunge the reader into new insights on what it means to be alive.

Pam Calabrese MacLean divides her writing time between poetry and drama 
in Antigonish. Her award-winning poems have appeared in literary journals in 
Canada, the UK and the US. Her first collection, Twenty-Four Names for Mother, 
was published by The Paper Journey Press (2006). Her first play, Her Father’s Barn, 
garnered awards in Nova Scotia, Ontario and BC, and her second, Sunnyside Café, 
was presented at the 2009 Atlantic Fringe Festival.

The Sentimentalists
Johanna Skibsrud
Gaspereau Press, 2009, $27.95, ISBN: 978-1554470785 
Johanna Skibsrud’s debut novel connects the flooding of an Ontario town, 
the Vietnam War, a trailer in North Dakota and an unfinished boat in Maine. 
Parsing family history, worn childhood memories, and the palimpsest of 
old misunderstandings, Skibsrud’s narrator maps her father’s past. Napoleon 
Emerson lives with Henry in Casablanca, Ontario, on the shores of a man-made 
lake beneath which lie the remains of the former town. Henry is the father of 
Napoleon’s friend Owen, who died fighting in Vietnam. When her life comes 
apart, Napoleon’s daughter retreats to Casablanca and is soon immersed in the 
complicated family stories that lurk below the surface of everyday life. 

Johanna Skibsrud’s first poetry collection, Late Nights With Wild Cowboys, was 
published in 2008 by Gaspereau Press and was shortlisted for the Gerald Lampert 
Award. Originally from Scotsburn, Nova Scotia, she currently lives in Montreal, 
where she is working on her Ph.D. 

What We’re Made Of
Ryan Turner
Oberon, 2009, $18.95, ISBN: 978-0-7780-1347-1
What We’re Made Of  is a collection of stories that explore the life of 20-something 
Benjamin Wallace in the Halifax of today. Wallace is less likely to know what a 
screwdriver is for than to have travelled the world, looking for meaning. Each 
story is a snapshot of a moment in time. The reader is encouraged to look between 
the lines, where many questions are asked, but few are answered.

Ryan Turner has always balanced conflicting desires. He followed a BSc in 
mathematics with an MA in English, and quit playing university hockey to join a 
band. His stories have most recently appeared in Prarie Fire, Filling Station, Qwerty 
and The New Quarterly. He lives in Halifax.
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Who’s Doing What
n Miki Fukuda writes: “I am happy 
to inform you that Contemporary 
Verse 2 accepted my poem “Pandora” 
for publication in their next issue 
(the Green Issue: v.32 n.1). This 
will be my first publication. I 
have much to thank the WFNS 
for and infinite gratitude to Jane Buss 
for encouraging me to apply for the 
mentorship program, which changed 
my life. Thank you for supporting 
my growth as a poet.” Miki 
apprenticed with Don Domanski.

n Lesley Choyce will launch his 
latest book – Seven Ravens: Two 
summers in a life by the sea (Wolsak 
& Wynn) on November 6, 6 to 8 
p.m. at The Company House, 2202 
Gottingen St., Halifax.

n The Company House will also 
host the launch of Ryan Turner’s 
first book, What We’re Made Of 
(Oberon), 7 p.m. November 13.

n Joan Baxter’s latest book was a 
finalist for the 2009 Dayton Literary 
Peace Prize, which honours writers 
whose work uses the power of 
literature to foster peace, social 
justice, and global understanding. 
Winners in both the fiction and 
non-fiction categories receive a 
$10,000 honorarium and runners-
up receive $1,000. In Dust from our 
Eyes: An unblinkered look at Africa 
(Wolsak & Wynn), Joan draws on 
more than two decades of living in 
and reporting from Africa to reveal 
that there is more to the continent 
than poverty and suffering, and far 
more to Western involvement than 
benevolent charity. She leads us 
to question, as she herself did, the 
western approach, and uncovers 
the hypocrisy that underlies many 

foreign interventions that are 
supposed to help bring development 
to the “heart-shaped continent.”

n Sandra Phinney of Yarmouth has 
been nominated for a TIAC (Tourism 
Industry Association of Canada) 
award, which will be presented 
at Canada’s Tourism Leadership 
Summit in Saint John, November 13. 
Sandra’s nominated for the Tourism 
Toronto Travel Media Award, along 
with Sasha Chapman of Toronto and 
Saltscapes magazine. Sandra’s written 
more than 200 “tourism” stories for 
regional and national magazines. 

n Pamela Hickman of Canning, has 
more than 35 children’s nature books 
to her credit. Her  latest – Moving 
Day (Kids Can Press, illustrated 
by Geraldo Valerio of Brazil) – is 
one of five finalists for the $20,000 
Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award 
administered by the Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre Awards. 
Winners will be announced at a gala 
event in Toronto on November 19. 

n While some run screaming at 
the mere mention of parasites, 
Rosemary Drisdelle, a writer and 
a clinical parasitologist, has written 
a book about them. Parasites: Tales 
of Humanity’s Most Unwelcome 
Guests, will be published by the 
University of California Press next 
May. Blending the sociological with 
the scientific, Rosemary’s natural 
and social history of parasites 
looks closely at a fascinating, often 
disgusting group of organisms and 
discovers they are in fact an integral 
thread in the web of life.

n Presses du Midi in Toulon, France, 
has published Martine Jacquot’s 
latest book Le mysère du cap. Martine 

was at New Brunswick’s Caraquet 
Poetry Festival in August, then jetted 
off to France for an appearance at 
the book fair in Saint-Cyr-sur-Morin 
in September.

n Jessica Scott Kerrin is delighted 
to report that Kids Can Press has 
offered her a new book contract 
for a series written for slightly 
older male readers than her Martin 
Bridge collection. That eight-book 
series of short stories has sold 
more than 100,000 copies, and has 
garnered numerous nominations 
and awards in Canada and the U.S. 
Jessica looks forward to leading 
one of CANSCAIP’s Packaging Your 
Imagination workshops in Toronto 
this fall, as well as participating in 
the Writers in the Schools Program.

n From Quebec Katia 
Canciani writes, “I miss the 
beautiful and peaceful sceneries 
of Nova Scotia. And how I miss 
the courtesy of drivers. Drivers 
here do not even stop to let school 
children cross the street in front of 
their school when the bell rings in 
the morning. It always baffles me! 
In a school zone!?! How much in 
a hurry can one be? My Letter to 
Saint-Exupéry is being published 
by Éditions David. I reviewed the 
pre-print version at their office in 
Montreal today. It is a such a joy 
and privilege to work with them. 
The book is going to be of superb 
quality. Feels good to be a writer 
when you are treated with respect. I 
made 15 watercolor illustrations for 
it and they are inserted in the book. 
In colour! Aaah …”  

n The Saskatchewan Writers Guild 
and the University of Regina Theatre 
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Department co-hosted a reading by 
playwright Catherine Banks at 
the University of Regina Shu-Box 
Theatre in September.

n Best-selling author Vicki Grant’s 
young-adult novels Quid Pro Quo and 
Res Judicata have been optioned for 
film by Toronto’s Yowza Animation.

n Anna Quon says she was “excited, 
nervous, and trying not to throw 
up” as her novel Migration Songs (In-
visible Publishing), was unveiled for 
the first time on September 27 at 
Word on the Street. The next day, 
she was off to Toronto, Montreal 
and several points around and 
in between for a book tour. The 
Toronto launch took place at the 
Toronto Women’s Book Store. 

n Amy Spurway is one of the writ-
ers featured in the anthology Dirt Is 
Good For You: True Stories of Surviving 
Parenthood. The collection of essays, 
compiled from Babble.com’s Bad 
Parent column, launched in New 
York on October 1. Amy’s piece, 
titled “Every Look is a ‘Do’,” is the 
comically candid confession of a 
mother who lets her children pick 
their own clothes and must then live 
with the consequences.

n Laura Best has set her first YA 
novel – Bitter, Sweet (Nimbus) – in 
her hometown of East Dalhousie. 
and the East Dalhousie Community 
Centre hosted the book’s launch in 
October. Laura’s short fiction has 
been published in literary magazines 
across Canada. Look for her latest 
short story, “Molly Riddy,” in the fall 
issue of Transition. 

n Bill Jessome, author of three 
Maritime Mystery books is back. 
This time with a historical fiction 
novel. The Last of the Wannabes deals 
with three young boys growing 

up during the Hungry Thirties in 
industrial Cape Breton and what 
they’re forced to do to survive. It 
also deals with their entry into the 
Second World War and who, if any, 
returns. Dream Catcher Publishing 
of Saint John expects a fall launch. 

n No sooner did Douglas Arthur 
Brown return from his annual 
sojourn to Denmark, which included 
an impromptu day of workshops 
delivered in Danish at a high 
school, when he was whisked away 
as the featured writer at the Keltic 
Lodge Book Club, followed by the 
Cabot Trail Writer’s Festival and 
then to Halifax for a reading at the 
Dalhousie Written Word Coming 
to Life reading series celebrating 
his recent win of the Thomas Head 
Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize, for 
his novel Quintet (Key Porter Books).

n The fall issue of PRISM 
international features poems by matt 
robinson and Warren Heiti, while 
the fall edition of Malahat Review 
has Devon Code’s short story, 
“Uncle Oscar.”

n Carol Sinclair of Sinc Ink was 
invited to represent Atlantic Canada 
at the 8th International Women’s 
Playwright’s Conference in Mumbai, 
India, with her hard hitting drama, 
Come Unto Me. The conference, in-
volving approximately 400 women, 
takes place November 1 to 8, hosted 
by Stree Mukti Sanghatana. The IWP 
conference occurs every four years. 

n Ian Colford’s Evidence (Porcupine’s 
Quill) was on the shortlist for the 
ReLit Awards.

n The Osprey Arts Centre in 
Shelburne hosted the launch of 
Kathleen Tudor’s new novel, Deep 
Roots published by Roseway, an 
imprint of Fernwood Publishing.  

n Gwen Davies was accepted for 
a two-week self-directed residency 
at the Banff Centre in September. 
Gwen described it as a useful 
opportunity with excellent support 
for writers. Mary Jo Anderson, 
program coordinator with the 
Centre, sends her regards to writers 
in Nova Scotia.

n Charlotte Musial’s short story, 
“In an English Country Garden,” is 
in the current issue of The Nashwaak 
Review. And Arc, Canada’s Poetry 
Magazine, offered her a mentorship 
with Poet in Residence, Elise 
Partridge.

n Eleonore Schönmaier is the 2009 
third prize winner of the Great Blue 
Heron Poetry Contest.

n Nanci Lee spent October writing 
in southern Saskatchewan at the 
Wallace Stegner House as the 2009 
recipient of the Wallace Stegner 
Grant for the Arts. (Details of 
the grant can be found at www.
stegnerhouse.ca.) Nanci won the 
Halifax segment of the CBC Poetry 
Face Off with her poem “So Icarus 
Fell.” For this competition, the CBC 
commissions selected poets to write 
poems of about four minutes which 
are judged in a live performance. 

n Wanda Campbell launched a 
new collection of poetry entitled 
Grace. She also participated in 
Random Acts of Poetry, reading 
poems up and down the Annapolis 
Valley during the week of October 5 
to 11 about railways and the people 
who built them.

n Joanne Jefferson reports she’s 
finally created poetic works for 
a gallery show. In September, 
Second Story Women’s Centre in 
Lunenburg had an art show and 
sale called Colouring Our Roots, 
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Highlighting Our Strengths, and she 
submitted two pieces – “Thirteen 
Ways of Looking at a Turnip” and 
“Six Minutes Across: Songs for the 
LaHave Ferry.” Each piece combines 
the text of the poem with visual 
elements and each is a concertina-
fold book meant to either lay flat 
(like a conventional book) or spread 
out or stand up on a table or shelf. 
She hopes to create other gallery 
poems in the future. 

n Despite an extensive power 
failure, the launch for Lovesongs 
of Emmanuel Taggart by Syr Ruus 
on September 20 at Fort Point in 
LaHave was a resounding success. 
Prize-winning short story author 
Anne Greer read a glowing 
introduction from the publisher, 
Breakwater Press, and Sagors’ 
Bookstore in Bridgewater listed the 
novel as the number one bestseller 
in Nova Scotia. Syr read and signed 
copies at Word On The Street, was 
guest author at the Red Tent Book 
Club in East LaHave and signed 
copies at Costco.

n If you’ve ever had the urge to try 
bellydancing, look for 101 Bellydance 
Tips & Tricks by Kelly Trevors 
Picard. Kelly has self-published 
this book for both beginning and 
seasoned dancers. Chapters are 
sorted by popular topics such as 
taking a class or workshop, learning 
choreography, costuming, home 
practice and performing. With a 
list of resources, sketches and even 
a joke section, this small book is 
packed with pleasure. You can find 
details on buying the book on her 
website – www.worddancingspirit.
com. She’s already planning a sequel.  

n Peter Moreira’s new book 
Backwater: Nova Scotia’s Economic 
Decline, will be published by 
Nimbus in November. The book – a 

frank assessment of the economic 
challenges facing the province – is 
the culmination of years of reporting 
on business issues in the region and 
advocates bold moves to correct 
these problems. 

n Susan McMaster is a poet who 
lives in Minasville, on the Bay of 
Fundy, much of each summer and 
writes poetry there. After two 
satisfying launches in September 
in Nova Scotia, one at the Avon 
Emporium in Summerville and 
another at the artist-run Gallery 215 
in Selma, Susan launched Crossing 
Arcs: Alzheimer’s, My Mother, and Me 
(Black Moss Press) in Ottawa, her 
winter home, at Mother Tongue 
Books. 

n Heddy Johannesen continues 
to light literary fires with an 
article about the history of 
bonfires for Circle Magazine; a 
piece about her writing space on 
the Sitting Pretty website (http://
sittingprettymagazine.blogspot.
com/2009/04/heddy-johannesen.
html), an article about growing jade 
plants on Wikihow (www.wikihow.
com/Grow-a-Jade-Plant) and a short 
story on Nature Canada’s website 
(www.naturecanada.ca/take_action_
creative_corner_stories.asp#top). Her 
culinary recipes were included in 
the Sensitive Souls cookbook (www.
highlysensitivesouls.com/blog/ 
?p=380). 

n From the jobs we’d all love to get 
department – Rebecca Schneidereit 
has received a six-month contract 
writing for Disney-owned 
Propaganda Games in Vancouver.

n Pamela (Cat) Delaney has been 
contracted by composer Federico 
Balducci to write the libretto for an 
opera he’ll be writing the music for. 

n Shandi Mitchell embarked on 
an October book tour for Under 
This Unbroken Sky with stops in 
Winnipeg, Calgary, Edmonton, Banff, 
Vancouver and Toronto.

n Carol Ann Cole‘s third book 
If I Knew Then What I Know Now 
(Pottersfield Press), will be launched 
Thursday, November 26, 5 to 8 
p.m. at Puffin Gallery, Historic 
Properties, Halifax. Call Carrefour 
Atlantic Emporium for information 
423-2940. Her new book speaks to a 
recurrence of breast cancer and how 
she recovered, as well as the clarity 
that life (and age!) brings. 

n One October evening, the Coburg 
Coffee Shop (at the corner of Coburg 
Rd. and Henry St.) in Halifax was 

fernwoodpublishing.ca/roseway 
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the venue for The Kid Lit Café with 
Sheree Fitch and Vicki Grant – 
an evening of lattes and laughs for 
parents, teachers, readers and writers 
of fiction for young people. Sheree 
told how she met the challenges 
of writing across gender lines and 
out of comfort zones. She calls her 
upcoming novel for senior teens, 
Pluto’s Ghost, her darkest work yet. 

n The Read to Me! Program 
launched Weska’qelmut Apje’juanu, 
the Mi’kmaw version of Sheree 
Fitch’s baby book Kisses Kisses Baby 
O!, translated by Bernie Francis, and 
the Mi’kmaw edition of the Read 
to Me! book bag at Indian Brook 
House of Learning. The provincial 
Read to Me! program, directed by 
Carol McDougall, is delivered at 
11 hospitals across the province and 
brings a bag of books and literacy 
information to the family of every 
baby in Nova Scotia within 24 hours 
of the birth of the baby.

n Tusket hosted the fourth Creative 
Nova Scotia Awards Gala on October 
24, where Mary Vingoe received 
this year’s Portia White Award. 
An actor, director and playwright, 
Vingo founded two theatres – Ship’s 
Theatre Company in Parrsboro 
and Eastern Front in Dartmouth. 
Established Artist Recognition 
Awards were presented to five artists 
considered to be in mid-career. 
This year Douglas Arthur Brown 
received the $5,000 award in the 
literary arts category. 

New Members
Welcome and welcome back to these 
new and returning members
Trevor Adams
Catharin Bird
Alexander Bridge
Sandra Burkitt
Bill Curry
Terry Dwyer

Jane & potluck at the Fed – 
Nov. 13
The Board of the WFNS is 
organizing a Pot Luck supper on 
Friday, November 13, 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the Writers Fed office on Marginal 
Road in Halifax for Jane Buss. We 
hope you can come. But if you 
can't and would like to send Jane 
a message or card, send them to 
Judith Meyrick, 5650 Russell St, 
Halifax, NS B3K 1X3, 902-405-0279 
or email: meyrick@eastlink.ca We 
are putting together a Scrapbook of 
Memories, to honour her friendship 
and contribution to us all. We 
know there are many members out 
there who have memories, emails, 
memorabilia, humourous stories, etc. 
Send them to Judith Meyrick (same 
address as above). Pictures, cards, 
stories, bits and pieces, anything that 
you think might be appropriate. Or 
not appropriate! If you want them 
back, just say so. We hope to have it 
put together for the Pot Luck. n

Grants to Individuals Info 
Sessions – Mahone Bay, Truro 
& Halifax
Peter Kirby, Program Officer at the 
Department of Tourism, Culture and 
Heritage, is offerng free information 
sessions for writers, actors, artisans, 
dancers and visual artists who are 
interested in applying to the Grants 
to Individuals program. There are 
two deadlines – May 15 and Decem-
ber 15.

Sessions are scheduled for:
Mahone Bay – November 5, 7-9 
p.m., Mahone Bay Centre, 45 School 
Street.  
Truro – November 19, 7-9 p.m.,  
Marigold Cultural Centre, 605 
Prince Street. 
Halifax – December 2, 7-9 p.m.: 
Visual Arts Nova Scotia (Cultural 
Federations of Nova Scotia Office), 
1113 Marginal Road (also home to 
the Writers Federation),  

Sign-up by sending your name, 
telephone number, email address 
with the information session you 
would like toa ttend, to Crystal 
Melville at communicate@visualarts.
ns.ca, 1-866-225-2671.

Visit www.gov.ns.ca/tch/
culture_funding.asp for details and 
application forms. Just scroll down 
to Grants to Individuals. n

Leonard Ellis
Sarah Baxter Emsley
Josiane Marie Fromont
Larry Gibbons
Anne Harding
Julie Larade 
Anne LeBlanc
Jeremy Lutes 
Rebecca MacCulloch
Colleen MacLennan
Brad McRae
Blake Patterson
Kim Smith 
Patricia Surette 
Craig Watson n

BARA launches at NS libraries
BARA – Borrow Anywhere, Return 
Anywhere – is a new program 
that gives Nova Scotians free access 
to more than 100 libraries in the 
province, regardless of where they 
live. A Nova Scotian can now visit 
any public, university or college 
library in the province and borrow 
or return library items. They don’t 
need to be living in the area or 
attending the university. To borrow 
items, simply bring identification or 
a public library card to get a free 
membership at any participating 
library. To return borrowed items, 
drop them off at the nearest library. 
For more information and a list of 
participating libraries, go to www.
librariesns.ca n
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Google settlement 
unsettled
It’s back to the drawing board for 
the controversial settlement between 
Google and groups representing 
writers and publishers. You may 
recall that Google is creating 
a gigantic digital library and 
bookstore that opponents say may 
infringe on the copyright of writers 
and publishers. A judge in New 
York granted a motion from the 
Authors Guild and the Association 
of American Publishers to delay the 
settlement hearing, and Google did 
not oppose their motion.  

Google, the Authors Guild 
and the AAP indicated they were 
negotiating significant changes to 
the initial agreement in reaction to 
a long list of substantial objections 
posed by the federal justice 
department (which cited anti-trust 
concerns), writers and publishers. 

The US District Court for the 
Southern District of New York 
received more than 400 filings, the 
majority of them raising issues about 
various parts of the agreement. 

You can find information and 
updates on the Google settlement 
at Access Copyright (www.
accesscopyright.ca), at the Google 
Book Settlement site (www.
googlebooksettlement.com/r/home), 
and at the Authors Guild site (www.
authorsguild.org) n

CFU up & running
The Canadian Freelance Union is 
now officially open for business. 
Dues are $125 a year and the CFU 
offers such benefits to freelancers as 
a job board and access to health and 
dental plans. Visit www.cfunion.ca 
for details. n 

Some writers groups 
urge members to 
boycott Transcon 
publications
Several writers associations are 
urging their members to not write 
for any publication published 
by Transcontinental Media – the 
country’s largest publisher of general 
interest and consumer magazines 
as well as newspapers. The boycott 
is in reaction to Transcon’s new 
Master Agreement, their freelance 
contract which critics see as a 
rights grab. Among those urging 
a boycott are PWAC (Professional 
Writers Association of Canada), the 
Canadian Freelance Union, TWUC 
(The Writers Union of Canada), the 
Federation of BC Writers, and the 
Writers Alliance of Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 

At this time the Board of the 
Writers Federation of Nova Scotia 
is not joining the call to boycott 
Transcon. The Board feels that it 
is up to the invididual writer to 
make their own decision whether 
or not to write for Transcontinental 
publications.

The coalition of more than 
a dozen writers’ organizations 
have launched a website – www.
BadWritingContracts.ca – to raise 
awareness about the freelance 
contract. There’s also a Twitter 
account (www.twitter.com/
badcontracts). 

The following wesbites may 
also be useful for those who want 
to follow the issue. J-Source.Ca: The 
Canadian Journalism Project (www. 
j-source.ca) has a link to the Transcon 
contract (www.j-source.ca/english_
new/detail.php?id=4346). Canadian 
Mags has also had discussions on the 
topic (http://canadianmags.blogspot.
com) n    

Robertson v. Thomson 
settled, you may be 
eligible for $$$
If you’re a freelancer who has 
created content for print media in 
Canada, you may be elegible to 
participate in a recent class action 
settlement.

In 1996 Heather Robertson sued 
Thomson Corp in a class-action suit 
alleging copyright infringement 
for including articles in databases 
without the writers’ permission. 
Thirteen years later, on September 
28, 2009, a notice approving the 
settlement in the case was published 
in The Globe and Mail and later in 
the National Post. The settlement 
allows for compensation for certain 
freelancers whose work was 
republished in electronic format 
after it was published in print.

The ruling, along with a full 
description of the settlement and 
information for making a claim 
is available on Koskie Minsky 
LLP’s website at www.kmlaw.ca/
Case-Central/Overview/Court-
Documents/?rid=104

The defendants in the case 
have agreed to pay “the all-inclusive 
amount of $11 million to members 
of the Class, less $4 million in 
legal fess, claims adminstration 
costs, notice publication costs, 
certain charitable contributions, 
and a 10 percent levy payable to 
the Law Foundation of Ontario, 
The compensation owing to Class 
members will be determined on the 
basis of a points system.” So visit 
Koskie Minsky’s website and check 
out the details and deadline for 
application.

On a personal note, Eastword’s 
editor thinks a lot of freelance 
writers should be saying thank you 
to Heather Robertson. One person 
can make a difference, n
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Atlantic Book Awards  
Comedy Cabaret Fundraiser 
on November 20
Lorne Elliott, Sheree Fitch and 
Donna Morrissey are the featured 
entertainment for this Atlantic Book 
Awards fundraiser hosted by Costas 
Halavrezos of CBC’s Maritime Noon.  
Doors open at 7 p.m. Alderney Gate 
Theatre, Dartmouth. Tickets: $25 in 
advance, $28 at the door, available 
by contacting Terrilee Bulger at 
(902) 455-2963 or tbulger@eastlink.
ca (The ABA Society makes more 
money if tickets are purchased 
from Terrilee). Tickets are available 
through Ticket Pro: 1-888-311-9090 
or at the box office in person, Friday 
9 a.m.to 5 p.m. n

WFNS Holiday Open House – 
December 10, 3:30 to 6:30
On December 10, everyone is 
welcome to stop by the Fed office, 
from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., for a 
cup of cheer and some holiday chit 
chat. Bring your sweet squares or 
yummy finger savouries – or just 
your sweet selves! The door will be 
open and the house will be warm. n

A new year ahead … and new 
dues
Current WFNS members will 
soon receive membership renewal 
forms for 2010. Remember, WFNS 
memberships always go from 
January to December. A full-
year membership is now $45. For 
students, it’s still $20 a year. If 
you are a current member, you do 
not need to fill out a membership 
form, just send your dues (cheque 
or money order) along with your 
renewal form and volunteer slip.  
Or, if you’re in the neighbourhood, 
you can stop by the WFNS office at 
1113 Marginal Road in Halifax. n

The power of a pumpkin
Ron and Sandra Lightburn

(Ron Lightburn, the award-winning, children’s book illustrator and Annapolis Valley 
resident, and his partner Sandra are the authors of the popular picture book, Pumpkin 
People, published by Nimbus. The book reveals the secret life of the folk art figures 
that gather each year to celebrate the Kentville Harvest Festival.)

We had a fun time at the opening of the annual Kentville Harvest Festi-
val, October 3). It was a beautiful day and the event had the best attendance 
we’ve ever seen. There were over 40 merchants set up in the Centre Square 
market, plus face painting and a miniature train ride for the kids, along with 
a pumpkin people workshop where the town provided cornstalks, pumpkins 
and clothes for free to the public.

The mayor of Kentville gave a public reading of Pumpkin People, while 
we turned the pages of our giant version of the book (18" by 48", opened) and 
the town mascot “Spike” acted out the story to the delight of the crowd of 
hundreds of people. (Spike is a character from our book and the town had a 
costume made up for a volunteer to wear at public events such as this one.)

Our local bookstore sold out all of their copies (51) at their table, plus 
about a dozen more sold at the Designer Café while we were there later in the 
day for the opening of my show of new paintings, “The Vine Art of Pumpkin 
People.”

We signed copies of our book for customers 
from Alabama, Scotland, Vancouver and 
Alberta. Someone purchased a copy to send to 
Thailand. The best story came from two retired 
couples from Indiana who were travelling 
together. They discovered and purchased 
our book online and after reading the book 
decided to travel to Kentville to attend the 
Harvest Festival for their holiday! Plus I sold 
a couple of paintings and we had a tasty 
lunch with pumpkin soup and pumpkin muffins 
at the cafe. Does it get any better? n

Ron and Sandra Lightburn with Spike.


