And the prize goes to ...

n May ATLANTIC INK, The Writers Festival
highlighted the 12 finalists for four of Atlantic
Canada’s major book awards. School presentations in
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island,
a Gala Poetry Night in New Brunswick, workshops and
public readings celebrated the wealth of writing talent
in the four provinces. The week-long event saw writers
collectively travelling an estimated 23,872 kilometres.
On May 8, their paths converged on the Sobey Building
at St. Marys University in Halifax where John Dunsworth
hosted A Great Mischief of Writers with Alistair
MacLeod delivering ATLANTIC INKS first keynote
address — A Writers Life: Geography as Inspiration — as
prelude to the awards presentations and readings by the

winners.

The judges for the Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic
Fiction Prize had a daunting task. Not only were
there 31 large books (some very large) to read but the
diversity and quality on offer made their task about as
easy as choosing among your children. Arguably the
most prestigious writing award in the Atlantic region,
the prize honours the mesmerizing novels that Thomas
Head Raddall wrote celebrating and immortalizing this
part of the world from a small office in Liverpool, Nova
Scotia. The Raddall family has built an endowment that
will fund, in perpetuity, sufficient cash to buy writers of
this region that precious block of time to write relatively
free from financial worry. If this years short list is any
indcation, its an investment that paying off brilliantly.

Sheldon Currie presented the Raddall Prize of
$15,000 to Douglas Arthur Brown for his novel
Quintet, published by Key Porter Books. The judges
loved the classy elegance of Quintet, rooted in the region
but possessed of a cosmopolitan soul. Quinzet is the
story of Adrian, Rory, and Cameron — identical triplets
summoned home to Cape Breton by the sudden death of
their parents. Inseparable in youth, they've drifted apart
as adults, and after the funeral they agree to keep in
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Douglas Arthur Brown, winner of the Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize.

touch through journals in which each recounts the steps
that led him away from the other two. At every critical
step looms the shadow of Talbot, the oldest brother,
and the secrets hes hoarded for a generation. With sly
humour and enormous compassion, Douglas takes on all
the really big things — sibling rivalry, terminal cancer,
HIV, family — and pulls together a hugely rewarding
page-turner of a novel.

Douglas Arthur Brown is also the author of the novel
A Deadly Harvest; a collection of short fiction, The Komodo
Dragon and Other Stories; and two children’s books, The
Magic Compass and Archibald’s Boo-boo. He lived in
Toronto and Copenhagen for many years and now lives
in his native Cape Breton.

Also shortlisted for the Raddall Prize were Ian
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Colford for Evidence (Porcupines
Quill) and Sara Tilley of
Newfoundland for Skin Room
(Pedlar)

n 1990, the Nova Scotia Library
Association established the

Ann Connor Brimer Award

to recognize writers residing in
Atlantic Canada who have made
an outstanding contribution to
childrens literature. Through
zealous fundraising, the award has
grown from the initial $500 to
$2,000. The Brimer jury had the
task of having to choose among
Joanne Jefferson (Lightning and
Blackberries, Nimbus), Jill MacLean
(The Nine Lvies of Travis Keating, Nmbus) and Philip Roy (Submarine Outlaw,
Ronsdale Press).

Jill MacLean stepped up to the podium to receive the Brimer Award. Her
first childrens book is receiving rave reviews, also earning a coveted starred
selection in the Canadian Childrens Book Centre Best Books for Kids & Teens
2009 catalogue. Jill is the author of a collection of poetry, The Brevity of Red
(Signature Editions) which was shortlisted for the Atlantic Poetry Prize a few

Jill MacLean won the Brimer Award

years ago.

This years Atlantic Poetry Prize will reside with Brent MacLaine in
Prince Edward Island, next to his third book of poetry, Shades of Green
published by Acorn Press, The jury commented, “The poems in this collection
consistently demonstrate a keen ear for the music in words, an observant eye
giving rise to precise description and an inventive and playful touch with
metaphor. He can handle big ideas, deftly casting the abstract in concrete
terms. His poems are full of surprising and lovely juxtapositions. He can be
funny and profound at the same moment. Also shortlisted for the Atlantic
Poetry Prize were Sue Sinclair for Breaker (published by Brick) and Alan R.
Wilson for Sky Atlas (Fitzhenry & Whiteside).

William D. Naftel's went home with the 32nd annual Evelyn Richardson
Prize for Non-fiction, for his book Halifax At War: Searchlights, Squadrons and
Submarines 1939-1945, published by Formac. Readers can almost taste Halifax
in the early 1940s. Naftels eye for the telling detail, the human story from
rogue cabbies to missing gold bullion hidden under whiskey crates conjures
up the passion and tumult of six turbulent years ... a time that challenged
and changed the city and laid the foundation for opportunities undreamed
of before. Bill Naftel began working in the Public Archives of Canada then
joined Parks Canada, returning to Halifax in 1975 to assume the position of
Senior Historian and Chief of History for the Atlantic Region. Since retiring
in 1990, Bill has been hard at work researching and writing.

Also nominated were Marq de Villiers for Dangerous World: Natural
Disasters, Manmade Catastrophes, and the Future of Human Survival (Viking)
and Stephen Kimber for Loyalists & Layabouts: The rapid rise and faster fall of
Shelburne, Nova Scotia, 1783-1792 (Doubleday). m

Who's doing what

® Racked — members work appear-
ing in the magnificent miscellany
of mags, rags, journals and e-signals
sliding like sunshine across your edi-
tor's desk and into the Fed Reference
Library (open 9:30 to 4:30 Monday
through Friday for your passion-
ate perusal): two new poems from
Kathy Mac grace The Fiddlehead's
current issue, as does a review by
Susan Haley of Dracc Dreques The
Arctic We Don’t Know; Eleonore
Schénmaier has contributed three
poems to PRISM international,
where you'll also find recent work
from Rose Adams; under a new
editorial team, the current cover

of Grain is the apotheosis of pink!
and features a vibrant contribution
from Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen;
Joanne Merriams work has ap-
peared in Astropoetica, Every Day
Poets, Amaze: The Cinquain Journal,
and 42 Magazine; The Wascana
Review's summer issue will include
Binnie Brennans short story, “Guy
in a Hoodie.” Saltscapes summer
travel supplement had Federation
freelancers on the road, pen in
hand - Darcy Rhyno went whale
watching while Sandra Phinney
sampled chowder, lobster and
strawberry socials along the French
Shore; The Antigonish Review features
two poems from Darryl Whetter;
new work from Harry Thurston
appears in Arc Poetry Magazine,
which also features the first of four
interviews Jann Graham conducted
with poets who read at White Salt
Mountain: A Gathering of Poets for
John Thompson in November 2008
in Sackville, NB; in the you-gotta-
laugh-or-you'd-have-to-cry depart-
ment, Jennifer Stone was floating
on air when the latest edition of
FREEFALL arrived on the book-
selves containing Aer story! And yes,

it was there! But wait ... her story
was missing the last few pages. The
most important pages. The ending!
How could her story be missing its
ending? Is this like a tree falling in
the forest? What can you say about
a story being published without

its ending. Does it count? Is it re-
ally a published story? Ponder on!;
Richard Provenchers poetry ap-
pears in The Writer’s Block, The Oak
Foliate, Eagle’s Nest, Photographic &
Lyrik and Heart of God International
Ministries; the May /June issue of
Atlantic Business features the byline
of its Nova Scotia correspondent
Eleanor Beaton asking why com-
pany PR departments overpro-

tect CEOs, and Sandra Phinney
closes the issue with her regular
Addendum column, commenting on
Table Manners; the spring issue of
ABT Atlantic Books Today features an
excerpt {from Jon Tattries first novel,
Black Snow (Pottersfield Press).

m On the launch pad and heading for
the stratosphere — Talk about taking
flight! Deannie Sullivan-Fraser
plans to hitch a ride in a Gipsy Moth
(one of two left in Canada that can
still fly) during the annual “FLY In”
in Guelph, Ontario, this summer

as part of the celebration to launch
her new childrens book, Johnny and
the Gipsy Moth (Breakwater); Steve
Vernon'’s about to launch his first
book for the younger set — Maritime
Monsters (Nimbus); Christina
McRae was awarded a mentorship
to work with Marilyn Iwama on
her manuscript in progress several
years ago. The outcome? Next to
Nothing is scheduled for September
release from Wolsak & Wynn; Joan
Cleveland has completed her “sil-
ver’ serial with Reunion at Silver
Maples. Part of the celebration in-

cluded participating in Shatford
Elementary Schools read-a-thon by
reading from Reunion to the students
at this small Hubbards school. The
kids read an average of 609 books
each between last November and
April to win the WOW Reading
Challenge and claim the World
Literacy Championship trophy and
banner. The contest is hosted by
Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library,
in conjunction with the Adopt-a-
Library program, RCMP and munici-
pal police forces and 87 schools in
Atlantic Canada and Ireland.

m Kudos and break open the bubbly!
— Don Aker’s most recent YA novel,
The Space Between (HarperCollins),
has been named a Canadian Library
Associations (CLA) Honour Book.
Previously nominated for the

2008 White Pine Award, The Space
Between is also up for this year’s
Stellar Book Award. Don is working
on two more novels: The Grooming
Ground, for which he received sup-
port from Nova Scotias Department
of Tourism & Culture, and a sequel
to his bestselling The First Stone,
which earned him the 2004 White
Pine and Ann Connor Brimer
Awards; The Independent Publishers
Association in the US recognizes

the best indie-published books of
the year in 65 categories wth the
IPPY Awards and four Fed members
were recognized — Corrie Hoebers’
Call of a Distant Shore won the silver
medal for the Canada East — Best
Regional Fiction, Dian Day earned
silver for Literary Fiction with

The Clock of Heaven (Inanna Press),
Margaret Hastings-James took a
bronze in the Romance category for
Star Crossed, and Ian Colford, silver,
for Best Short Story Fiction with
Evidence (Porcupines Quill); Ian was
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also shortlisted for the Danuta Gleed
Literary Award and won $500 for
what the judges praised as “a disturb-
ing, moving, and most of all, insight-
ful look at the life of a wandering
outsider attempting to find his place
in a world that is often emotionally
and physically dangerous.” Laura
Trunkey is the short fiction winner
of The Fiddlehead's 18th annual liter-
ary contest. Laura, who won a men-
torship to work with Carol Bruneau
in 2003-04, had her first novel for
children, The Incredibly Ordinary
Danny Chandelier, meet warm criti-
cal applause this spring; The Nine
Lives of Travis Keating (Fitzhenry and
Whiteside), Jill MacLean’s first book
for young readers, which just won
the Ann Connor Brimer Award for
Childrens Literature, has been short-
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lan Colford’s first book Evidence is drawing
a lot of favourable attention. It took the
Margaret & John Savage First Book Award,
a silver IPPY and has been on several
short lists for awards, including the Raddall
Atlantic Fiction Prize.

listed, along with Before Green Gables
(Penguin) by Budge Wilson, for the
2009 CLA Book of the Year Award;
Quid Pro Quo by Vicki Grant won
CBC Young Canada Reads!; It’s
Moving Day! by Pamela Hickman
and illustrated by Gerald Valério
(Kids Can) is nominated for the
2009 Whining Willow Award while
Philip Roy's Submarine Outlaw
(Ronsdale) is a Diamond Willow
nominee; the interactive storybook,
Lobster Fishing on the Susan B. by
Maureen Hull with illustrations by
Brenda Jones, won the Information
Today Award for Innovative Tech-
nology from the Canadian Library
Association; Eleonore Schénmaier
is the 2009 winner of the Alfred

G. Bailey prize for her poetry
manuscript, What We Don’t Think of
Packing; Catherine Bank's Bone Cage
is shortlisted for the CAA Carol Bolt
Award for Drama.

m Halifax Theatre for Young People
got off to a great start in May. The
new professional theatre company,
started by Tessa Mendel and Chris
Heide, to produce mainstage pro-
ductions for young people, drew

raves for their adaptation of Sheree
Fitch's The Gravesavers. Sheree's first
young adult novel (published by
Doubleday Canada), intertwines the
stories of a present-day girl with a
ghostly mystery that reaches back
more than a century to the ship-
wreck of the SS Atlantic. On April 1,
1873, more than 500 died when the
luxury steamship went aground at
Lower Prospect. The play debuted at
the 500-seat Bella Rose Arts Centre,
next door to Halifax West High
School.

m The spring production of the
Annapolis and District Drama
Group was Peggy Armstrong's
light-hearted comedy Backstage at
the Orpheum. This is the seventh of
Peggys plays staged by the company
and, this year, honoured her long as-
sociation with the organization.

m Pre-eminent Swedish publisher,
Hegas, has bought Swedish rights to
One More Step by Sheree Fitch and
Dead-End Job by Vicki Grant.

New Members

The Directors, members and staff of

WENS are delighted to extend the

warmest welcome, or welcome back,

to the following member writers:

Carl E Bond, Dartmouth

Debra Currie, Dartmouth

Brian Braganza, Newcombville

Pamela Callow, Halifax

Diane Carmel Léger, Memramcook, NB

Shelly Casey, Lakeside, NS

Kristen Lipscombe, Halifax, NS

Catherine MacAdams, Reserve Mines

Patrick Milroy, Halifax

Donna O'Reilly-Cull, Halifax

Philip Organ, Englishtown

Kelly Trevors Picard, Passekeag, NB

Marg Rovers, Truro, NS

Ray Solomon, Shediac, NB

Christine Welldon, Thornhill, ON/
Lunenburg, NS

Joanne Wise, Halifax m

ScreenScene

Local television is already over

Ron Foley McDonald

The grudge match between Canada’s national broadcasters
(CTV, Global and CBC) and the cable industry (Shaw,
Rogers et al) is now very public. Full-page newspaper ads,
television studio open houses and testimonials on the
Internet and prime-time TV inform us about the dispute
over ‘carriage fees,” crying that the very existence of local
television now dangles in the balance.

Played offscreen is a sideshow that might reveal the
real attitude behind all of this fooforall. A recent article
in The Globe and Mail (itself owned by BCE, which also
owns the CTV network) quotes long-time Canadian film
producer Victor Loewy, of distributor Alliance Atlantis
fame, complaining that Rogers (now owner of the once-
innovative CITY TV) has not followed through on its
license promise of acquiring the rights to broadcast new
Canadian films.

The article states that since Rogers bought CITY two
years ago, in an enormous series of buyouts that restruc-
tured the industry from top to bottom, CITY has not
bought one single film from Alliance Atlantis. It did buy
one from another distributor, Mongrel Media. One new
Canadian film. In two years.

Back in the 1980s, CITY TV virtually ignited the
“Canadian Cinema” movement by supplying such film-
makers as Atom Egoyan, William D. MacGillivray, Paul
Donovan, Patricia Rozema and a host of others with
broadcast licenses. With the simultaneous creation of
Telefilm Canada, all the pieces of the puzzle were falling
together for an exciting and innovative national cinema.
That model lasted for more than two decades. With CITY
TV and Telefilm Canada, the lack of screen time on the
theatrical circuit really didnt matter.

Fast forward to 2009. The lack of theatrical screen
time in Canada still hasnt been fixed. If CITY TV is no
longer handing out licenses or buying films for broadcast,
Canadian national cinema may be facing an existential
crisis even bigger than the fate of “local television.”

In fact, “local television” is really just the word the
networks use for “local news.” There is now no local
television beyond news. Once upon a time, local televi-
sion meant local talk shows, kids entertainments, and
even some variety programs, sports and political panels.
Heck, I even remember Firehouse Frolics. With the excep-
tion of a once-a-year childrens hospital telethon based
out of Halifax, the CRTC has allowed local television to
shrivel and ultimately disappear. Now the battle between

the networks and the cable industry will probably result
in the end of local news, something I predicted in this
column (or on CBC Radios Mainstreet) some time back.
“Local Television™ has been dead for a long, long time.

On the bright side, some elements of the cable indus-
try are seriously considering re-entering the production
side, and the Internet still promises the ultimate distribu-
tion model, albeit one without a viable source of revenue
generation. The situation at CITY TV means that the real
growth engines of the ‘80s, "90s and the new millennium
— the specialty channels — may be heading towards a very
stingy future when it comes to commissioning and buying
new material for television. International co-productions
and micro-budget projects may be the real future of the
industry, if the anchor of CITY and the specialties are no
longer buying.

What beckons now is the creation of content for
the digital age, where cable companies and television
networks really dont figure. I wouldnt go so far as to say
they are dinosaurs struggling in a tar pit, because lots of
people still watch network and cable tv. But new models
are emerging for dissemination of local, regional, national
and international media material. I just dont think any-
one has a handle on it yet. So as the landscape changes,
the big players are still squabbling, just like they did
when Marconi’s wireless system threatened the sea-going
cable companies a century ago.

Most people who want to write, direct and create
motion picture material are aiming at You Tube, put-
ting their faith in a one-in-a-million chance theyll make
a breakthrough and catch the attention of the big guys
in Hollywood. Those odds might look better now than
getting a chance to make the next Trailer Park Boys, The
Hanging Garden or Don Messer’s Jubilee.

Most everyone in the sector will readily admit that
the business model for Canadian television doesnt work
anymore. Waiting for government regulators to fix the
problems is hardly feasible. The next generation of film-
makers dont even have the networks vs cable provid-
ers squabble on their radar. They've already moved to
international markets, and online facilitators such as
Facebook, You Tube and LinkIn. Things are moving so
fast, in fact, that the “local television” question seems
quaint and rather antique. And by the time the whole
question is decided, any mention of “local” television may
only exist in the “local” museum. m
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Markets, etc.

The Writers® Federation of Nova Scotia
does not necessarily endorse the markets
or competitions listed here. Please make
every effort to check any market or
competition before submitting material.
Read several issues of the magazine first
before submitting material. Publishers
usually sell single, sample copies and you
can check their websites for back issues
and writers’ guidelines. Check your local
library for public access computers.

m DvL Publishing Inc, publisher

of magazines for country living
based in Liverpool, NS, seeks writers
(not necessarily professional) who
have a passion for or interest in

the following subjects throughout
Adlantic Canada: farming and rural
life; beef cattle, forestry; horses

and ponies. They invite writers

to query them with story ideas or
with articles already written but not
published in competing publications.
Contact Jodi DeLong, editor, at

(902) 354-3321 or email jodi@
atlanticfarmer.com. DvL publishes
Rural Delivery, Atlantic Forestry,
Atlantic Beef and Horse and Pony.
Website is www.countrymagazines.ca

m Recliner Books: A new Alberta
publisher is looking to publish

four titles this year. Authors are
invited to submit a proposal, sample
chapters or an entire manuscript.
Multiple submissions welcome.

See submission guidelines on their
website — www.reclinerbooks.com.

m Breathe: A Canadian quarterly
published by Angry Whale Media,
PO Box 181, King City ON L7B
1AS5 (www.breathemag.ca) thats a
detailed look into the lifestyle of
those who participate in adventure
and endurance sports. Full of
personal stories of competitive and
non-competitive adventures and
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expeditions, objective interpretations
of industry trends, training tips for
beginners, new product spotlights
and lifestyle specific food recipes,

it will appeal to enthusiasts ranging
in age from young adult to mid

life. Accepts unsolicited pitches for
all sections, however, writers are
encouraged to give examples of their
writing ability.

Contests

m The Malahat Review: University
of Victoria, P.O. Box 1700 Stn CSC,
Victoria, BC VSW 2Y2 (http://web.
uvic.ca/malahat/) Creative Non-
fiction Prize deadline August 1.
Prize is $500 plus payment of $40
per printed page upon publication.
Entry fee $35 includes subscription.
Guidelines and details on website
(click on “awards’).

®m QWERTY: c/o UNB English Dept.,
P.O. Box 4400, Fredericton, NB

E3B 5A3. (www.lib.unb.ca/Texts/
QWERTY /contests.htm) Run by

grad students in the creative writing
program at the University of New
Brunswick since 1996, QWERTY
publishes innovative poetry,

fiction and art from emerging and
established artists from Canada

and around the world. Deadline is
September 15. Prizes $250 and $50.
Poetry: send up to 5 poems or pages.
Fiction up to 3,000 words. Details
on website.

m The 2010 Ken Klonsky Novella
Contest: Quattro Books (www.
quattrobooks.ca) will publish the
two best novella manuscripts as
part of their Spring or Fall 2010
publication list (15,000 to 42,000
words) submitted by September 30.
Send manuscript along with a $15

readers fee, to Quattro Books, PO
Box 53031, Royal Orchard Postal
Station, 10 Royal Orchard Blvd.,
Thornhill ON, L3T 3CO. Include

an e-mail address. Submissions will
not be returned. Details on website.
(Editors Note: Fed member Binnie
Brennan was one of the co-winners
of the 2009 contest and Quattro will

publish her novella Harbour View
this faﬂ.)

m Capilano Review: 2055 Purcell
Way, North Vancouver, BC V7] 3H5
Invites entries of prose — fiction or
non-fiction (max 2,000 words) — or
poetry (max 300 lines). Deadline
October 15. Prize $1,000. The
winning entry will be published

in issue 3.10 (Winter 2010) to be
published in early January. This
issue will include an Olympics
feature so they encourage entrants
to submit work that engages the
subject of the Olympics, sports, the
idea of “the body” but they will
also consider non-Olympic content.
Entry fee: $35. Details on website —
www,thecapilanoreview.ca

m TWUCS Short prose competition
for developing writers: (www.
writersunion.ca) SPC Competition,
The Writers' Union of Canada,

90 Richmond St. East., Suite 200,
Toronto, ON M5C 1P3. Open to
writers not previously published

in book format in any genre and
who do not have a contract with a
book publisher. Deadline November
3. Nonfiction and fiction up to

2,500 words. Entrty fee $25. Prize
$2,500. Details on website, click on
“contests.”

IMPRESSed — new tities by WFNS members

Don Messer: The Man Behind the Music
Johanna Bertin
Goose Lane, July 2009, $19.95, ISBN: 978-0864925312

Don Messer was more than a household name in Canada — he was part of family
life and the background music in Canadian kitchens, first on radio and then on
television. Private and unassuming, Don was Everyman, and yet someone singular
and special. A musical prodigy who, from the age of seven, played directly to his
audience, an audience that protested in unprecedented numbers on Parliament
Hill upon CBC’s sudden cancellation of his show, Don Messer’s Jubilee. Through
collected personal anecdotes and careful research, Johanna Bertin shares the inner
complexities of the man family and friends knew: the man behind the music who
warmed the hearts of three million fans.

Johanna Bertin, a freelance writer who lives in Smithfield, NB, has written
several books, including Strange Events: Incredible Canadian Monsters; Curses, Ghosts,
and Other Tales; Sable Island: Tales of Tragedy and Survival from the Graveyard of the
Atlantic.

Reunion at Silver Maples
Joan Cleveland
2009, $10.00, ISBN: 978-0973899122

Reunion at Silver Maples is the final book in the Silver trilogy, which began with
Silver Locket followed by The Secret at Silver Maples. A family reunion brings the
Silver cousins together for a fun-filled vacation at the old schoolhouse, during
which they trace their family roots in Lunenburg and Mahone Bay and discover
they are among the founding families of Lunenburg. A visit to Great Aunt Bessie
evokes the simple pleasures of rural Nova Scotia in the early 1900s.

Joan Cleveland now lives in Queensland, N.S., having retired from a career in
library services. A love of family stories and the joy of grandchildren have been
the motivation for these books. Donna Black of deebee designs is the editor and
designer.

The Rock in the Water
Bill Conall
Hidden Brook Press, 2009, $21.00, ISBN: 978-1897475294

With a sharp eye and a gentle hand, author and storyteller Bill Conall has created
a community of imaginary characters so real youll think they are friends. Or
perhaps family. Set on the rocky shores of Quadra Island on Canada’s west coast,
The Rock in the Water is at times hilarious, sometimes quietly amusing and now and
then touchingly poignant. Just like real life.

Bill Conall is an acoustic musician and songwriter in addition to a fiction
writer, as well as “an occasional victim of poetry.” His writing has been published
in several Canadian magazines and in the anthology Shorelines. He lives with his
wife on the Cabot Trail in Cape Breton. The Rock in the Water is his first book.

Don Pesser

The Man Behind the Music
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Johanna Bertin

Joan Cleveland

The Rock m the Water

Bill Conall
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From the Author of Relative Happiness and Shoot Me

LESLEY CREWE

DETECTIVE

PEACHIE CARROLL

MONICA GRAHAM
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Hit & Mrs.
Lesley Crewe
Nimbus, September 2009, $19.95, ISBN: 978-1551097251

Linda, Bette, Gemma and Augusta are lifelong friends who live in Montreal.
They're all turning 40, so they take a trip to New York together (courtesy of Linda's
philandering husband’s Visa Platinum). But at the LaGuardia airport washroom,
Bette accidentally switches bags with a young mother, whos smuggling diamonds
for the mob, and things start going wrong. When they kill an aggressive cab
driver with pepper spray, the four friends know this is not going to be the trip of
shopping and Broadway shows they'd expected. A series of mishaps entangles the
friends even further in the criminal underworld of New York. But out of all the
bad luck (Linda’s husband is staying at the same hotel... with his new girlfriend)
and bad people (mobsters, drug addicts, and Lindas husband) emerge four 40-year-
old avengers of truth and justice.

Lesley Crewe is the author of Ava Comes Home (2008), Shoot Me (2006), and
Relative Happiness (2005). She currently writes for Cahoots online magazine. Born
in Montreal, Lesley lives in Homeville, NS.

The Great Maritime Detective

The Exploits and Adventures of the Notorious Peachie Carroll
Monica Graham

Nimbus, May 2009, $17.95, ISBN: 978-1551097052

Whether sinner or saint, Peter Owen “Peachie” Carroll of Pictou County is best
remembered as the infamous Maritime police detective of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Although his methods were sometimes unscrupulous,
and he was often considered a mercenary, Peachie was a formidable investigator.
He was fired, re-hired, and quit many times but Peachie solved some of the
Maritimes' best-known crimes. He arrested moonshiners, embezzlers, petty thieves,
rum-runners, bank robbers and murderers.

Monica Graham is a freelance writer for newspapers and magazines across the
country, including The Chronicle Herald and Canadian Living. She is the author of
Historic Town of Pictou and Scotch Willy and Other Nicknames from Pictou County.
Monica lives near Pictou.

La Bande a Nanouk

Martine L. Jacquot
Les Presses du Midi, March 2009, $9.50 ISBN: 978-2812700354

Aimes-tu les jeux de piste? Prends ton sac a dos et une carte du Canada, et joins-toi
3 la bande a Nanouk. Tu veux savoir qui sont tes nouveaux amis? Il sagit d'Iris et
ses cousins, sans oublier la fidele Nanouk! Ils vont temmener dans une aventure
extraordinaire, ou il y a beaucoup de choses a découvrir. ..

Martine Jacquot has studied and lived in France, England, Switzerland and
Canada. An award-winning writer, cultural journalist and poet, Martine writes
poetry, novels, short stories, essays and articles in both English and French. Several
of her poems and short stories have been broadcast on SRC, and she has been
published in numerous anthologies.

Lean-To

Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen
Gaspereau Press, April 2009, $19.95, ISBN: 978-1554470709

In her third book of poetry, Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen writes of places made
home, navigating between fixed points of origin and the flotsam that encloses,
between the longevity of marriage and parenthood, and the temporary of camping
trips, renovations and hospital stays. Across the collection, the poets lyricism finds
a lilt and repetition that firmly pegs while leaving one side open to the unlikely
and unexpected.

Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen was born in Saskatoon in 1968. She spent
her childhood first in Calgary, and later on a farm in Saskatchewan. Her first
collection, Clay Birds, won the Saskatchewan Book Award for Poetry in 1996. Her
second collection, Or, was shortlisted for the Pat Lowther Award in 2004. Tonja
lives in Halifax with her husband James and their three sons.

Nova Scotia Guide to Frugal Living

How to save money and live well

Carol McDougall

Nimbus, October 2009, $12.95, ISBN: 978-1-55109-739-8

Carol McDougall — nicknamed “Frugal McDougall” by her friends for her
propensity for pennypinching — offers advice for living thriftily. Going beyond
such common-sense mainstays as clipping coupons or giving up frivolities,
McDougall has searched out the best money-saving suggestions for all aspects of
daily life — from economical food buying and preparation to travel on the cheap
to wallet-conscious gift-giving and philanthropy. The book is jam-packed with
local bargain-hunting resources, amusing anecdotes, and accent illustrations.
Thorough, accessible, and convenient, its a must-read for anyone interested in
cutting back without cutting corners.

Carol McDougall has worked as a children’s librarian and creative writing
instructor and has received the Mayors Award for Cultural Achievement for her
promotion of literature and literacy in Nova Scotia. She has a “PhD in Frugality”
from the school of life, raising two sons as a single mom. She is the director of
Read to Me! and lives in Halifax.

Next to Nothing
Christina McRae
Wolsak & Wynn, September 2009, $17.00, ISBN: 978-1894987387

Next to Nothing is composed of poetry that is raw with honesty, written in a
voice that asks for no sympathy and gives no quarter. Christina McRae’s debut
collection, marks the emergence of a strong regional voice that captures the darker
edge of the Maritimes while writing about universal themes.

Christina McRae lives in Wolfville with her family. Her poetry appears in
many literary journals, including Descant, Prairie Fire, Room of One’s Own, and
The Antigonish Review. In 2001, Christina was awarded first place in the Writers
Federation of Nova Scotias Atlantic Writing Competition for poetry.

T i
money and live well!

NEXT Ty MO THING

Christina McRae
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Alain Raimbault

Capitaine
Popaul

2. Le Retour

JOURNEY TO ATLANTIS

THE SUBMARINE OUTLAW SERIES

PHILIP ROY

Johnny and the

Capitaine Popaul 2: Le Retour
Alain Raimbault
Hurtubise HMH, 2009, $9.95, ISBN: 978-2896471362

Nous sommes en 1601 alors que le roi de France propose au chevalier de
retourner en Nouvelle-France afin d'y établir une colonie. Le chevalier forme une
flotte de trois navires et reprend la mer. A ses cotés, nous retrouvons Savinien
le luron (le soi-disant Capitaine Popaul), sa fille adoptive Dominique et l'artiste
Léonardo Laminci. Des embuches parsement la traversée et moult dangers guettent
les nouveaux venus une fois arrivés & Tadoussac. Si la nation luronne savere
une alliée, les Chiwawas représentent quant a eux une menace de taille. Suite
3 une attaque de la nation ennemie, une guerre sans piti€ sinstalle. Une guerre
ol se rencontrent les méthodes européennes et celles des nations sauvages. Les
préparatifs d'une grande bataille réquisitionnent tous les colons au détriment de
I'établissement de la colonie. Pourtant, 'hiver approche a grands pas.

Originaire de la France, Alain Raimbault vit en Nouvelle-Ecosse depuis neuf
ans. Il enseigne a I'école Rose-des-Vents & Greenwood.

Journey to Atlantis
Philip Roy
Ronsdale Press, August 2009, $10.95 ISBN: 1553800761
In this sequel to the best-selling novel Submarine Outlaw, Alfred, the intrepid
young submarine outlaw, sets out to sea in his homemade submarine. Alfred and
his crew — his dog Hollie and his second mate the seagull Seaweed - sail across
the Adantic to the Mediterranean in search of the fabled lost island of Atlanis.
Alfred must be both practical and trust his premonitions to stay safe on this
ambitious adventure. From a daring rescue of drowning fishermen to becoming
involved in a skirmish between Canadian Coast Guard ships and Spanish fishing
trawlers, from escaping an exploding World War II sea mine to colliding with a
partially submerged container filled with toys, Alfred’s voyage brings him closer to
the legendary island until one moonless night he’s a little too close for comfort.
Philip Roy was born and raised in Antigonish. He grew up beside the ocean,
and it now features in many of his stories.

Johnny and the Gipsy Moth
Deannie Sullivan-Fraser, lllustrated by HildaRose
Creative Book Publishing, 2009, $12.95, ISBN: 978-1897174401

Johnnys family moves to Grand Falls from St. John’s. For the first time in his life,
he has to ask strangers to play. When he finally musters the courage, his worst
fears are realized. The boys make fun of his fancy “townie” clothes! Thankfully,
the postman intervenes with a parcel. Johnnys father opens it, showing him a pic-
ture of a bi-plane, Newfoundlandss first Gipsy Moth! He hands Johnny a white silk
scarf that pilots of such planes would wear. The rest, his father promises, will be a
surprise. And what a fantastic surprise it is!

Most of Deannie Sullivan-Frasers writing centres on family stories. “All My
Love, Mary” (her mother) was adapted as a radio drama for CBC. Her song, “Mak-
ing Tracks,” was recorded for Sesame Street and starred her daughter, Maryanna.
Johnnyss story began when Deannie asked her father, “What was the best thing
that ever happened to you?”

HildaRose (a.k.a. Kathy Kaulbach) lives in Prospect and has illustrated more
than a dozen childrens books.
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Writers’ Federation Annual General Meeting Minutes -

June 6, 2009

1. Call to order and welcome — President Mary Jane
Copps

2. Approval of Agenda — M] Copps moved to approve
the agenda and Susan Kerslake seconded.

3. Approval of 2008 Minutes — M] Copps moved to
approve the minutes of the 2008 AGM, circulated in the
July/August 2008 Eastword and Susan Kerslake seconded.

4. Executive Directors Report — read by MJ Copps in
absence of Jane Buss. (See page 12

5. Treasurers Report — Stephen Kimber highlighted
some of the most dramatic developments of the past fiscal
year, ended March 31, 2009. (See page 13.)

Setting of dues: Stephen Kimber made a motion to
increase membership dues to $45 regular; $20 students.
Susan Kerslake seconded. All in favour. .

Appointment of auditors: The Directors decided
two years ago to contain auditing costs by engaging a
chartered accountant to undertake a less costly “audit
review’ rather than a full audit. This is acceptable to
our funders and the Revenue Canada. Stephen Kimber
moved that WFNS engage Michael Sutherland, CA, to
undertake our audit review for 2009-10. Susan Kerslake
seconded. All in favour.

6. Standards Committee — Past President Lezlie Lowe
announced that the Standards Committee had a list
of 26 new members to add to our Writers Council.
They include: Binnie Brennan, Halifax; George Burden,
Elmsdale; Diane-Carmel Léger, Memramcook, NB; Bob
Connon, Wolfville; Meredith Dault, Halifax; Dian Day,
Wolfville; Pamela Delaney, Wolfville; Judy Dudar,
Halifax; Tony Edwards, Bedford; Anne Emery, Halifax;
Melanie Furlong, Lower Sackville; Carolyn Rose
Gimian, Halifax; MR LeDuc, Halifax; Steven Mayoff,
Charlottetown, PEL Julia McCarthy, Upper Kennetcook;
Frederick Mundle, Campbellton, NB; Mark Oakley,
Wolfville; Sherry D. Ramsay, Sydney Mines; Tim Reeves-
Horton, Port Medway; Philip Roy, Antigonish; Diane
Shink, Montreal West; Jon Tattrie, Halifax; Ryan Turner,
Halifax; Kristen Tynes MacEachern, Halifax; and Jo Ann
Yhard, Bedford.

Don Pentz is invited by Standards Committee to
be listed as a professional illustrator at the Federation
website, as requested.

Lezlie Lowe received a gift from WENS as the
outgoing Past President with thanks.

7. Presidents report — MJ Copps delivered her report.
(See page 14.)

Mary Jane received a gift from WENS for her hard
work and dedication to the organization.

8. Report of the Nominating Committee — M] Copps
reported that two members of current WFNS Board are
finishing their terms (Jo Ann Yhard and Sandra Phinney).
Two replacements have been found - Jon Tattrie and
Brett Loney.

9. Presentation of the Board of Directors Slate — The
slate of the proposed new WENS Board is as follows:
Stephen Kimber, President
Mary Jane Copps, Past President
Stephens Gerard Malone, Vice President
Don Roy, Treasurer
Renée Hartleib, Secretary
Christina McRae, Member
Shandi Mitchell, Member
Vicki Grant, Member
Stephen Laffoley, Member
Judith Meyrick, Member
Brett Loney, Member
Jon Tattrie, Member
Joanne Taylor, Lifetime Member
M] asked if there were nominations from the floor
three times. There were no new nominations. Slate of
Directors was approved.

10. New business — none.

11. Adjournment — Mary Jane moved that we adjourn
the AGM.

Our goal is to assist you, the author/creator, in sharing your
inspiration and ideas, crafting your message, and realizing your
publication goals. Your costs may be more quickly recoverable
than you realize - ask for details while discussing your project!

www.publishyourself.ca
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Executive Director’s Report to the AGM June 6, 2009

Jane Buss

Federation comes from a word
that means ‘covenant or a
promise. In belonging to this
organization, the writers of Nova
Scotia have promised to do all things
that can be devised — and afforded —
to sustain working writers. And 33
years after founders Bill Percy, Silver
Donald Cameron, Susan Kerslake,
Harry Bruce ... and others ...

had the temerity to think this was
important, you, the writers of Nova
Scotia, are continuing to work to
keep this promise bright and shiny.
And in the black!

So many of you give, and have
given, so much, so selflessly to
ensure the health and viality of
your Federation. Your contributions
of time, energy, sweat, patience and
finances are countless.

In this past year, you've trav-
elled more than 51,000 kilometres
to work with more than 87,000
students throughout Nova Scotia
with Writers in the Schools (WITS).
You get up at dawn, drive miles with
sketchy directions, arrive at schools
hoping theyve remembered this is
the day. Most often they have. But
there are those days when theres no
one there to greet you, they've sched-
uled three more sessions with twice
the number of children that you can
manage, and there’s no coffee and no
hint of lunch. You know you can call
the Fed, but you cope. Sometimes
theres a kid that makes all the dif-
ference ... or you enter the school
which treats you like royalty — the
writer as star.

Over the years, this coping ...
this persistence has paid off. WITS
has grown from a modest $2,750
budget in 1982 to a record $107,000
(with books thrown in, thanks to
Canada Post and Aliant)! An invest-
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ment in our grassroots that nowadays
takes a lot of administrative mowing,
but is an achievement in which we
can take great pride. And hopefully,
continue to build on: theres great in-
terest from our partnering schools in
working to establish longer term in-
school writer residencies that would
see the same writer returning to the
same school over an entire term to
work with the same students.

he Atlantic Writing Competition,

which began the same year as
WENS, grew by 50 percent this sea-
son. Susan Mersereau banged every
drum, flew every flag, to ensure there
were application forms in book-
stores, libraries, schools, community
centres everywhere in four prov-
inces ... which means there’s been a
lot more reading for our volunteer
judges. Hours and hours of donated
time and expertise freely invested in
a new generation of writers.

Though we promise anonymity
to these gentle readers, its time to
‘out” Susan Kerslake, who has been
reading the novel category for 33
consecutive years ... and seen a lot
of writers succeed in having their
winning manuscripts published.
Thank you, Susan, and your many
anonymous colleagues.

Workshops, which were only

a gleam in our eye before
we secured our own space almost
10 years ago, now keep this space
occupied almost every evening of
the week. More than 20 different
sessions were offered this year —
here in the office and with Rural
Writes around the province —
offering expertise from our most
senior writers to a bumper crop of
aspiring and perspiring emerging

writers. Many of whom went on to
establish on-going writing circles; or
to apply for mentorships.

Of the 56 who applied for men-

torship last fall, five were successful
and have had the opportunity to
work this spring with their more
established colleagues. We'll have a
vivid demonstration of this pro-
grams success immediately after the
AGM, but we're also seeing it on an
ongoing basis, year in and year out.
This fall, for instance, will see the
release of first books from Christina
McRae and Ryan Turner, both men-
tored here at the Fed.

And these books have been
heralded in Eastword (thanks Peggy
Amirault for so regularly meeting
that relentless deadline), launched
with help from Ma Fed’s weekly
e-notes (always introduced with Sue
Goyettes unique reminders that
writing takes courage and humour),
and honoured with nominations for
our book prizes and annual Spring
Book Festival, which was reborn
this year as ATLANTIC INK, The
Writers Festival, so we could focus
on extolling all of the shortlisted
books with readings and events
rather than just on “winners’ at an
Awards Ceremony.

lthough we hit bumps from

time to time, its a tightly
woven, interconnected fabric that
we're always trying to weave here
at WENS to keep that promise to
support writers and writing. A big
bump encountered this year by
Joanne Taylor occasioned one of
our most compelling and moving
highlights of the past season — a
hot Valentine’s funraiser, complete

continued on page 13

Treasurer’s Report to the AGM

Stephen Kimber

ts not every small not-for-profit
charitable organization that can
weather a capital loss of $147,317 in
one year and still manage a glimmer
of a smile ... but we all know what
happened to the markets this year.
Over the past couple of decades,
WENS has worked to endow our
book prizes and our most central
programs (Mentorships and WITS —
Writers in the Schools) with reserve
funds. These have taken a beating
this year — the value of the blue chip
securities that make up these funds
have lost:
Thomas Head Raddall Fiction Prize
$127,307
Richardson Non-fiction Prize $4,805
Reserve (Poetry Prize & others)
$15,205
from their book value.

We dont touch the capital from
these funds, drawing only interest
earned into our operating budget
for the designated purpose in any
season. To large degree this has been
made possible through the ongo-
ing generosity and foresight of Tom
Raddall, who - in a difficult year
— contributed a large donation to en-
sure that the $15,000 Raddall Prize
was available. Tom and his family
have built the Raddall Fund over the
years, and given generous counsel
to the Federation as we've built

reserves. His canny advice means
that today we're beginning to see
recovery in this area with our stocks
— mostly in banks, telecommunica-
tions and garbage recovery — making
substantial gains.

ur operations for the year

finished in the black — a mod-
est $4,896 — but nonetheless in the
black. On the revenue side, member-
ship fees have not diminished and
although it appears that program
revenues have, the difference there
is that WENS didnt pursue fund-
ing from the federal Book Industry
Publishing Development Program
(BIPDP) as we felt that its convoluted
requirements and slowness of deliv-
ery put the Federation at risk.

Revenue to the Atlantic Writing
Competition increased considerably
as a result of Susan Mersereaus mon-
umental efforts at ensuring that the
application forms were everywhere
you looked in Atlantic Canada. And
we saw an increase to Workshops,
mostly as a result of the offering of
“Short Shots” this past spring — an
enormously successful undertaking
though administratively taxing.

On the expense side, there
wasnt actually an increase in
salaries but rather a cost increase to
cover the training period for a new

ED report to AGM - continued from p. 12

with one table groaning with decadent desserts, another with delicious silent
auction offerings and a stage replete with wit and hilarity ... all donated ...
and earning almost $6,000 to assist in making Joannes home accessible.

What a year! All wisely guided by a committed Board of Directors
always available for committee work, counsel and sage second thought. Your
Board, led by an indomitable Mary Jane Copps, has outdone itself in a very
difficult 2008-09, and your Federation continues bright and strong, and still
imagining possible futures that could be explored. Well done. Thank you and

congratulations to all. m

staffer, which unfortunately hasnt
worked out. We've finally broken
the $100,000 mark with Writers in
the Schools (thats entirely honoraria
in writers pockets to work with
school children everywhere in the
province), and the decrease in Book
Festival expenses simply reflects the
fact that we didnt avail ourselves

of the marketing funds available
through BIPDP, as mentioned earlier.
We undertook a couple of new ven-
tures this season — a very successful
fundraiser on Valentine’s Day to
reach out to Joanne Taylor in a time
of great need, and a new outreach
program to provincial libraries.

Joannes situation has caused the
Board to consider the tenuous cir-
cumstances of many writers working
in the province, and in the longer
term, to start building an Emergency
Fund which we hope will ultimately
be available to writers who have
suddenly fallen on extraordinary
hard times. We decided to call this
the Elizabeth Venart Emergency
Fund to honour the memory of one
of our first mentored writers, who
died last year, but not before win-
ning a $1,000 poetry prize which
her family contributed to begin this
fund.

Setting of dues: Motion that
they increase to $45 regular; $20
students.

Appointment of auditors: The
Directors decided two years ago to
contain auditing costs by engaging a
chartered accountant to undertake
a less costly “audit review” rather
than a full audit. This is acceptable
to our funders and Canada Revenue
Agency. I, therefore, move that
WENS engage Michael Sutherland,
CA to undertake our audit review
for 2009/10.m
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President’s Report to the AGM

Mary Jane Copps

hen we find ourselves in a

position where someone is not
only willing, but derives joy from,
looking after us — anticipating our
needs and fulfilling them, creating
opportunities for us to thrive
and succeed, saving us time and
energy taking on tasks we could
do ourselves — it is only human to
embrace this tremendous gift. For
WENS this gift is Jane Buss.

And the WENS Board of
2008/09 has had to recognize the
fact that our Federation has become
too much of a going concern. Our
dear Jane Buss, whom we admire
and cherish — and who has given us
so much — a lovely office, a fabulous
library, a myriad of workshops
and events, scads of promotional
opportunities for our members,
as well as hours and hours of free
professional advice and an envied
financial stability — deserves a break,
a vacation!

The Board has organized a
fully paid almost three-month leave
for Jane. She tidied up a wealth of
details undil Friday May 29 and is
now not due back to the Fed office
until Monday, August 10. Our wish
for her includes warm days in her
garden, rainy days with mystery
novels, long walks with her dog,
leisurely meals with Alf and lots of
sleep.

For the summer months, Sue
Mersereau has returned to work for
us. She will be running the office
three days a week beginning this
Monday (June 8), until mid-August.
Stephanie Robertson, our returning
summer student, will be here as
well, cataloguing books and working
on updating profiles for Writers in
the Schools. We are delighted to
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have her wonderful personality back
in our office. Both of these women
are tremendously capable, have a
great fondness for WENS, and will
be working hard on our behalf.

Sue Goyette will continue to
work hard for us too — and share
with us her mystical and magical
words in the weekly e-loop. But the
workings of the Federation have
taken their toll on her as well, so
she is, with our blessing, taking the
summer off (July and August). And
of course, we wish her the same
lightness and relaxation as Jane, as
well as send her off with our wishes
for pages and pages — or screens and
screens — of powerful words. May
this summer be her most fulfilling
writing time ever.

he Board will be working

throughout the summer. We
know the Federation cannot be all
things to all writers, yet that is what
we have been attempting. We need
to look closely at what we are doing
and how we are doing it, revisit our
priorities and begin the process of
making adjustments. We need to be
more realistic about our capabilities
and more considerate of our staff.

To begin this process, during
the months of July and August the
Federation offices will only be open
4 days a week. At the moment, I'm
not 100% sure which four days those
will be, but my best guess is that the
office will be closed on Friday. The
incoming voicemail message will be
changed to let everyone know the
current office hours.

econdly, the Board has made the

decision to put all workshops on
hold this coming Fall. This is by no
means a permanent state of affairs

— we simply need time to audit all
of the Federation’s activities, meet
with staff and hire new staff. We do
need to find someone to replace Sue
Mersereau, and we will begin that
search immediately. Our hope is to
have someone in place no later than
the end of July, sooner if possible.

e realize that Federation

members will have questions
and comments as we move through
this process — and we do want to
hear from you, talk to you — but
that communication needs to be
directed at the Board as opposed to
the office. Staff will certainly let us
know when you call and we'll do
our best to call you back promptly.
We've also set up an email account
specifically for the membership to
reach the Board — writers.ns@gmail.
com. Board members will monitor
correspondence to this account and
respond to any of your questions or
comments.

hats a lot of news ... but I have

three more things to report ...

1) This past year or so I've been
your representative on the Board
of Word on the Street — and the
year has had a few wrinkles in it.
At Christmas our long-standing
Executive Director, Heather Gibson,
resigned and we have only just
recently replaced her with the
wonderful, energetic and muld-
talented Marie France LeBlanc. We
have also filled almost a full slate for
that Board — adding a wider range of
expertise to the table — and everyone
is working hard on creating this
years Festival.

continued on page 15

I believe that WOTS is an
important Festival for words and
for writing. I encourage all of our
members to support it — attend it,
talk about it, send your friends.

There’s no denying that the
Festival has suffered the past few
years from the lack of a high profile
in the community at large. We
are working diligently to change
that ... and word of mouth is our
best resource. Please do spread the
word about the Word on the Street.
The 2009 Festival will take place
at the Cunard Centre on Sunday
September 27 — the day after the
Federation gala celebrating the
winners of the Atlantic Writing
Competition, once again taking place
at Alderney Landing.

2) This is the second year for
the Federations Moveable Feast —
a grassroots fundraising event we
began to help us raise some money
for a Jane Buss retirement fund.

I want to express to you what a
wonderful fundraising effort this
has become — the easiest, most
pleasant and most interesting event
I've ever been involved in. We have
now completed a Moveable Feast
handbook — a tiny manual that
makes it very simple for anyone
anywhere in the province to host
their own Moveable Feast.

I am this years Feast
Coordinator. Anyone interested in
hosting or attending a Feast should
contact me by phone (404-3290
or 1-877-404-3290) or email
(maryjane@thephonelady.ca). In
our first 14 months, we have raised
over $5,000 — which is amazing]
Our aim is to raise between $25,000
and $30,000 and then, at that
point, continue the Feast with funds
going towards the Elizabeth Venart
Emergency Fund.

This new fund, inspired by the
success of the Federation fundraiser

for Joanne Taylor as well as a
financial donation from Elizabeth
Venarts husband — will provide
financial assistance to members
who find themselves faced with
difficulties related to health or
disability. As in the world as a
whole, our membership is aging and
the Federation wants to help when
it can.

3) And finally ... I am finishing
my term as Board President. I've

passed the baton to Stephen Kimber.

He has taken to reminding me
daily that I told him this was a
very easy volunteer position ... but
even though the coming year may
have more meetings and details to
attend to than usual, he and I both
know — as do all the members of
your Board — that this is an amazing
Federation, an amazing community.
It is solid and steadfast and will be
here to support writers long after
Stephen and I give it our energy and
attention.

In the past few months, I've
spent a fair bit of time with Stephen
and he is a wonderfully gentle soul
with a quick smile and an infectious
laugh. He is full of energy and great
ideas. The Federation is in excellent
hands with him at the head of the
table. And I've promised him that,
as Past President, I will remain
available, diligent and involved —
and I willl

Lastly — I want to thank the
current Board. This is a group of
people you can count on — with a
lot of expertise and a tremendous
dedication to WENS. Each and every
one of them can be counted on to
show up and do whats necessary to
make the Federation strong. I am
very grateful for their support this
past year — they take time out of
their busy lives to be available for
all of us. m

The Fed turns 35

Attention WENS members: Next year
marks the 35th anniversary of the
Writers Federation of Nova Scotia
and we'd love to hear from you.

If you have any ideas or
thoughts about the direction our
organization should be taking in the
coming years, please send the board
an email at writers.ns@gmail.com.

Tell us whats important about
WENS to you as a member, what
programs you like, what programs
youd like to see. We'd love to hear
from you all!

Read by the Sea
July 18 & 19

River John, a seaside village on the
north shore of Nova Scotia, is on
the Sunrise Trail (Route 6) between
Pictou and Tatamagouche — 50
kilometers west of New Glasgow,
about 150 kilometers north of
Halifax, and about 120 kilometers
east of Amherst. In other words,
more or less centrally located. And
close enough to nip up for the day
to enjoy the tenth anniversary of the
Read by the Sea festival.

Details are on the festivals
website (www.readbythesea.ca). On
Centre Stage Eleanor Wachtel will
interview the three featured authors:
novelists Wayson Choy and Shani
Mootoo, and Governor General’s
Award-winning poet Don Domanski.
The WordPlay stages host Shane
Peacock for older kids and Leo
Yerxa and Kathleen Martin-James for
the younger set. A special treat this
year is Brunch with Eleanor Wachtel
on Sunday morning. Eleanor will
read from her own work and take
questions from the audience. And
you can chow down at the Fest Feast
on Saturday night. m
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Shelburne Writers’ Festival, August 14-16

Dig out your daytimer. Turn to
mid August. From August 14 to 16,
write “Attend Shelburne Writers
Festival.” This ambitious little
festival, a creation of the Osprey
Arts Centre, is the one to catch.
With eight writers, a play, a retreat
with workshops, a coffee house and
open mic with live music, author
readings all weekend around town,
sales, signings, and the launch of a
very special commissioned book by
Kathleen Tudor, the three-day event
has a lot going for it.

Donna Morrissey and
Kenneth |. Harvey are perhaps
the best known of this year’s
writers. Morrissey will be reading
from her freshly minted novel,
What They Wanted (Penguin), and
Harvey from his awe-inspiring new
Newfoundland epic, Blackstrap
Hawco (Vintage Canada), a novel
nominated for both the Giller and
the Commonwealth Writers Prize.

Governor General Award-

winning playwright, Catherine
Banks will be in attendance.

: 19
Donna Morrissey
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Dancing Beggars, a
local theatre company,
will present her

play Bitter Rose on
Friday, August 14, at
the Osprey Theatre.
Poet Brian Bartlett
will read from his

work, as will Ian
Colford, winner of
this years Margaret

and John Savage First
Book Award for his
collection of short

Brian Bartlett

stories called Evidence.
Stephanie Domet will
MC the event and read
from her recent work.
Kathleen Tudor is well-
known as the woman behind
Roseway Publishing (now owned
by Fernwood). To close the festival,
Tudor will launch a new book
commissioned by the Shelburne
County Arts Council (SCAC). The
book is a short story illustrated
with 10 pen and ink drawings by
artist Lio Lo. A limited number of
hard-cover copies and a larger
number of soft covers printed
by Gaspereau Press will be
available. This is the Council’s
first effort at publishing under
their new imprint “One Story
Books.” Roseway will publish a
novel by Tudor later this year.
To coincide with the
Festival, SCAC has created
a writers retreat. The retreat
will take place near Kathleen
Tudors home in the beautifully
renovated Collupy House.
Playwright, poet and university
teacher Natalie Meisner will
lead workshops. Participants
will be encouraged to end the

retreat by reading at the open
mic on Saturday night. Several

festival authors will also read short
pieces that night.

Shelburne is a great setting for
a literary festival. The little town on
the South Shore has a lovely historic
waterfront with half a dozen perfect
locations for readings. In addition
to the new Osprey Theatre, theres
the Muir Cox Shipyard, a museum
that celebrates the ship building
heritage of the town, where Kenneth
J. Harvey and Donna Morrissey
will read. Stephanie Domet will
read at the Ospreys amphitheatre
overlooking the harbour. All venues
are within easy walking distance of
each other. In case of rain, outdoor
readings move to the Osprey
Theatre.

To download or view a full
schedule of events, writers bios
and a map with locations for the
Shelburne Writers Festival, visit
the Osprey Arts Centre website
al WWW.OSpreyartscentre.com.
You can also phone the Osprey at
(902) 875-2359 or send an email to
ospreyartscentre@eastlink.ca. m



