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ATLANTIC INK, The Writers’ Festival
Ready to fly! May 4-9
ATLANTIC INK has penned in a vibrant week of 

programming to engage everyone in a celebration 
of writers and writing in Atlantic Canada. With school 
presentations in Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, a Gala Poetry Night in New Brunswick, 
A Great Mischief of Writers in Halifax and a seminar on 
The Google Settlement, the week’s events will highlight 
the writing of 12 of this region’s most accomplished 
writers and will engage readers and writers in a lively 
conversation about the value and importance of words.

ATLANTIC INK, The Writers Festival, highlights 
the books of the 12 writers shortlisted for the Atlantic 
Poetry, Brimer Children’s Literature, Raddall Fiction and 
Richardson Non-fiction Awards.  

This year, five first-time writers are being recognized 
for debut novels championed by some of Canada’s 

most innovative small presses. www.atlantic.ca is 
Alistair MacLeod (photo by Ted Rhodes)
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resplendent with readings, signings, workshops and the complete 
details of the nominated authors and books for the May celebration 
when writers will be applauded from Charlottetown to Saint John, 
Fredericton to Wolfville, St. John’s to Halifax from May 4 through 9. 

Collectively travelling an estimated 23,872 kilometres, all paths will 
converge in Halifax on Friday, May 8, 7 p.m. at the Saint Mary’s University 
Sobey Building in the Scotiabank Theatre. Alistair MacLeod will deliver 
ATLANTIC INK’s first keynote – A Writer’s Life: Geography as Inspiration – 
as prelude to four readings by the winners of this year’s writers’ book prizes.

The Program
NOVA SCOTIA
Tuesday May 5

2 p.m. Presentation: Joanne Jefferson, Captain William Spry Library, 10 
Kidston Road, Halifax

7 p.m. Reading: Sue Goyette, Spring Garden Road Library, Halifax

Wednesday May 6

Noon Reading: Sue Sinclair, Sara Tilley, Spring Garden Road Library, Halifax

4:30 p.m. Signing: Joanne Jefferson, Box of Delights Bookstore, 286 Elm Street, 
Wolfville

6:30 p.m. Creative Writing Workshop for Teens with Joanne Jefferson, 
Wolfville Library, 21 Elm Street, Wolfville

Thursday May 7

8:30 to 4 Workshop: Punctuation and Mechanics with Frances Peck (Editors’ 
Association of Canada) United Way Board Room, 7th Floor, Royal Bank 
Building, 46 Portland Street, Dartmouth. Register online at www.editors.ca

10 a.m. to Noon: Adult Writing Workshop with Joanne Jefferson, Bridgetown 
Development Centre, 26 Bay Road, Bridgetown

1 p.m. Presentation: Philip Roy, Tantallon Library, 3646 Hammonds Plains 
Road, Upper Tantallon

2:30 p.m. Reading: William Naftel, Oakwood Terrace, 10 Mount Hope 
Avenue, Dartmouth

7 p.m. Reading and Reception: Ian Colford, Stephen Kimber and Sara Tilley, 
Outside the Lines Bookstore, 6265 Quinpool Road, Halifax

7 p.m. Reading: Marq de Villiers, Alderney Gate Library, 60 Alderney Drive, 
Dartmouth

7 p.m. Reading: Douglas Arthur Brown, Four Fathers Memorial Library,  
21 Acadia Street, Amherst
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Friday May 8
10 a.m. – Noon Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book 
Awards, Pier 21, Halifax

Noon Reading: William Naftel, Alderney Gate Library, 
60 Alderney Drive, Dartmouth

7:00 pm	ATLANTIC INK, A Great Mischief of Writers, 
Scotiabank Theatre, Sobey Building, Saint Mary’s 
University, Halifax.

Keynote address by Alistair MacLeod followed by the 
announcement and presentation of the Atlantic Poetry 
Prize, Ann Connor Brimer Children’s Literature Award, 
Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize and the 
Evelyn Richardson Non-fiction Prize with short readings 
by each winning writer. Reception to follow in the lobby.

Saturday May 9
10:30 a.m. – Noon ATLANTIC INK WORKSHOPS

Poetry with Alan R. Wilson; Writing for Children’s 
Magazines with Anne Renaud

1 p.m. – 3 p.m. Everything You Need to Know about The 
Google Settlement – Access Copyright presentation

Thursday May 14
10 a.m. Presentation: Jill MacLean, Alderney Gate 
Library, 60 Alderney Drive, Dartmouth

NEW BRUNSWICK
Tuesday May 5
Noon Reading: Marq de Villiers, Fredericton Public 
Library, 12 Carlton Street, Fredericton

Wednesday May 6
Noon Reading:  Marq de Villiers, Saint John Free Public 
Library, 1 Market Square, Saint John

Thursday May 7
7 p.m. Reading: Brent MacLaine, Sue Sinclair, Alan 
R. Wilson – Study Lounge, Ward Chipman Building, 
UNABSJ, Saint John hosted by the Lorenzo Reading 
Series

Friday May 8	
8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Workshop: Clear and Concise with 
Frances Peck (Editors’ Association of Canada), Charlotte 
Street Arts Centre, 732 Charlotte Street (Church and 
Saint John Streets), Fredericton. Register online at 
www,editors.ca

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR
Monday May 4	
9 a.m. – 2:15 p.m. School presentation: Jill MacLean, 
Newtown Elementary School. St. John’s

7 p.m. Reading & Reception: Ian Colford, Sue Sinclair, 
Sara Tilley – Bianca’s on the Waterfront, 171 Water 
Street, St. John’s hosted by the Writers’ Alliance of 
Newfoundland & Labrador

Tuesday May 5
9 a.m. – 2:15 p.m. School presentation: Jill MacLean, 
Mary Queen of Peace Elementary School, St. John’s

Wednesday May 6	
9 a.m. – 2:15 p.m. School presentation: Jill MacLean, 
Hazelwood Elementary, St. John’s

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Monday May 4 
9 a.m. Reading: Philip Roy – Crapaud Public Library, 
20424 TransCanada Highway, Crapaud

10:30 a.m. Reading: Philip Roy – Hunter River Memorial 
Library, 19816 Route 2, Hunter River

1 p.m. Reading: Philip Roy – Kensington Public Library

Tuesday May 5
9 a.m. School presentation: Philip Roy, 49 Confederation 
Street, Charlottetown

10:30 a.m. Reading: Philip Roy, Cornwall Public Library, 
39 Lowther Drive, Cornwall

1 p.m. School presentation: Philip Roy, L.M. Montgomery 
Elementary School, 69 MacWilliams Road, Charlottetown

Wednesday May 6
9:10 a.m. Reading: Philip Roy – Mount Stewart Public 
Library, 104 Main Street, Mount Stewart

10:30 a.m. School presentation: Philip Roy  928 Bethel 
Road, Route 215, Donagh

7:30 p.m. Reading: Douglas Arthur Brown, Brent 
MacLaine, Alan R. Wilson – Confederation Centre Art 
Gallery, 145 Richmond Street, Charlottetown, hosted by 
the PEI Writers’ Guild



Nominated for the 19th annual Ann Connor Brimer 
Award for Children’s Literature:
Joanne Jefferson
Lightning and Blackberries
Nimbus, 2008 
ISBN: 978-1551096544

Seventeen-year-old Elizabeth 
Evans is the privileged and 
naïve only child of prominent 
New Englanders, part of a 
group of Planters who settled 
in Nova Scotia following the 
deportation of the Acadians. She’s leading a carefree 
life in the Annapolis Valley, tending to her cows on the 
family farm, daydreaming by the brook, and resisting 
her mother’s attempts to refine her manners and marry 
her off. A stranger’s arrival and a chance meeting with 
a mysterious Acadian girl turns Elizabeth’s life upside 
down. When she learns the truth about the history of the 
farm she loves so well, she realizes nothing can ever be 
the same.

Joanne Jefferson was born and raised in Halifax 
and now makes her home in West LaHave. Her poetry, 
short fiction, and non-fiction writing appear in a variety 
of publications. She leads writing workshops for young 
people at the Tatamagouche Centre and in schools 
around Nova Scotia. Joanne’s other passions include 
boating, music, and baseball. 

Jill MacLean
The Nine Lives of Travis Keating
Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2008, ISBN 978-1554551040

Just 365 days – that’s how long Travis has agreed to his 
dad’s experiment of moving to a tiny coastal community 
in Newfoundland. But he’s soon counting those days. 

Only a few kids show interest 
in him: Hector, a strange boy 
who grunts, and Prinny, a girl as 
scraggly as her ponytail. Then 
there’s Hud, the school’s meanest 
bully, who’s itching for a fight 
with the new “townie.” But there 
are worse things than loneliness. 
When Travis discovers a colony 
of abandoned cats and attempts 
to care for them, he’s in over his 
head. Who will help him keep the starving animals safe 
from the likes of Hud and his pals? And how many of 
his lives will Travis use up in the process? 

Jill MacLean is the author of a collection of poetry, 
The Brevity of Red. She has also published a history of 
Prince Edward Island, Jean Pierre Roma: of the Company of 
the East of Isle St. Jean. Jill lives in Bedford, Nova Scotia.

Philip Roy
The Submarine Outlaw
Ronsdale Press, 2008
ISBN: 978-1-55380-058-3 

What happens when a fearless 
young explorer teams up with 
a junkyard genius and builds a 
submarine? Going to sea with 
an unusual crew, a strangely 
intelligent seagull with attitude 
and a dog nobody wanted, Alfred 
unwittingly becomes the Submarine Outlaw, discovering 
that the sea is a busy place. Escaping from the coastguard 
when he’s mistaken for a Russian spy sub, rescuing a 
family on a sailboat in a storm, and running from thieves 
who are after the gold coins he has raised from the floor 
of Louisburg harbour – Alfred learns that an explorer 
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must keep his wits about him as he sails on the high seas, 
or beneath them.

Philip Francis Roy grew up in Antigonish. The 
ocean was his back yard and now features in many of 
the stories he writes. His university studies included 
music and history, but he also knew from an early age 
that he wanted to write novels. Submarine Outlaw, his 
first published book, is the result of a lifelong fascination 
with submarines and a secret desire to build one. Philip 
has many other stories waiting in dry dock, including an 
exciting sequel to Submarine Outlaw.

Nominated for the 12th Annual Atlantic Poetry 
Prize:
Brent MacLaine
Shades of Green
Acorn Press, 2008
ISBN: 978-1894838351 

The poems in Brent MacLaine’s 
Shades of Green consistently 
demonstrate a keen ear for the 
music in words, an observant eye 
giving rise to precise description 
and an inventive and playful 
touch with metaphor. MacLaine 
can handle big ideas, deftly casting the abstract in 
concrete terms. His poems are full of surprising and 
lovely juxtapositions. He can be funny and profound at 
the same moment. Shades of Green reveals Brent MacLaine 
to be a masterful poet in fine form.

This is Brent MacLaine’s third book, joining Wind and 
Root (Véhicule Press) and These Fields Were Rivers (Goose 
Lane Editions). He’s been widely published in literary 
journals and such anthologies as Landmarks: An Anthology 
of New Atlantic Poetry of the Land and Coastlines: The Poetry 
of Atlantic Canada. Brent’s teaching career has taken him 
to universities in Vancouver, Edmonton and Singapore. 
Since 1991, he has been a professor of English at UPEI, 
where he has received the prestigious 3M Award for 
excellence in teaching. A fifth generation Islander, he 
lives today in Rice Point, PEI. 

Sue Sinclair
Breaker
Brick, 2008 ISBN: 978-1894078665 

Sue Sinclair is the direct inheritor of the great early 
twentieth century German poet, Rilke: she is possessed 
of an intense lyrical vision, steeped in wonder at 
the existence of the world, and a kind of grief at 
our inability to lose ourselves in it completely. Her 

perception is acutely focused 
and rigorous and she is vitally 
self-aware. She is not afraid of 
words like “beauty” or “being” 
yet, because of the intensity of 
her vision, she never uses them as 
clichés. Her gift for metaphor is 
astonishing.

Sue Sinclair has written 
three previous books of poetry: 
Secrets of Weather & Hope, Mortal 
Arguments, and The Drunken Lovely Bird. Her work has 
been nominated for awards including the Gerald Lampert 
and Pat Lowther Awards and the Atlantic Book Prize for 
Poetry. Secrets of Weather & Hope was a Globe and Mail 100 
title.

Alan R. Wilson
Sky Atlas
Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2008
ISBN: 978-1554550852

Sky Atlas, based on the 88 
constellations, is a sequence 
of 88 sonnets: some are classic 
Petrarchan, others are more 
subversive in form, a form Alan 
refers to as hypersonnets or prose 
sonnets. In the same way that 
the heavens are seasonal, so is this atlas, with 22 sonnets 
in each of the spring, summer, fall and winter sections. 
Much of Alan’s stargazing is grounded in earthy roots – 
Ursa Major padding through a terrain punctuated with 
shopping malls, or Venus rising amid a litter of washed-
up prophylactics, styrofoam packing and pop cans. Alan 
Wilson’s is a precisely observed world, rich with order, 
rife with incipient craziness.

Alan R. Wilson was born in Moncton, New 
Brunswick, grew up in Woodstock and did an under-
graduate degree in physics at UNB before pursuing 
graduate studies in BC. Trained in physics, astronomy 
and creative writing, Wilson works as an analyst and 
statistician at the University of Victoria and makes 
frequent trips home. He is the author of two previous 
books of poetry: Animate Objects (Turnstone Press) and 
Counting to 100 (Wolsak & Wynn). His novel, Before the 
Flood (Cormorant), was shortlisted for the Ethel Wilson 
Prize and the Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal for 
Humour, and won the 2000 Books in Canada/Chapters 
Fist Novel Award. Today, when not attempting to keep 
up with his four-year-old daughter, Alan is editing his 
second novel, Lucifer’s Hair.
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Nominated for the 32nd annual Evelyn Richardson 
Prize for Non-fiction:

Marq de Villiers
Dangerous World:
Natural Disasters, Manmade Catastrophes, and the 
Future of Human Survival
Viking, 2008 ISBN: 978-0670065684 

Tsunami, earthquake, volcano, 
hurricane, pandemic – are these 
and other natural calamities more 
probable and more frequent than 
they were? Are things getting 
worse? If so, what can we do 
about it? Are the boundaries 
between natural and human-
caused calamities blurring? Are 
we ourselves part of the problem? 
In Dangerous World, de Villiers 
examines these questions in a time when we truly need to 
understand the dangers that we face.

Born in South Africa, Marq de Villiers is a veteran 
Canadian journalist and the author of eight books, 
including Windswept: The Story of Wind and Weather, Water: 
The Fate of Our Most Precious Resource (winner of the 
Governor General’s Award for Non-fiction), and has co-
written with Sheila Hirtle, Into Africa: A Journey Through 
the Ancient Empires, and A Dune Adrift: The Strange Origins 
and Curious History of Sable Island, which won the Evelyn 
Richardson Award in 2005. He has worked as a foreign 
correspondent in Moscow and through Eastern Europe, 
and spent many years as editor and then publisher of 
Toronto Life magazine.

Stephen Kimber
Loyalists & Layabouts
The rapid rise and faster fall of Shelburne, Nova 
Scotia, 1783-1792  
Doubleday, 2008
ISBN: 978-0385661720 

The few hundred Loyalists who 
gathered at Roubalet’s Tavern 
in New York on the night of 
Saturday, November 16, 1782, 
shared a vision of the future 
intended to sustain them through 
the nightmare of the present. 
Abandoned by the king to whom 
they had promised their loyalty, 
unwelcome in the land that had 

so recently been theirs, they had no choice but to flee. 
Their dream was to build a new and improved New 
York City. They would do this on the rocky shores of 
Roseway Bay, on the south coast of Nova Scotia, beside 
one of the best harbours in the world. The city would be 
cosmopolitan, but more refined, more royal, more loyal, 
and certainly more exclusive than the one they were now 
preparing to leave behind forever. At first, it seemed 
as if their dream would come true. Within the decade, 
however, Shelburne was a wasteland of abandoned hopes 
and crumbling edifices.

Stephen Kimber is an award-winning writer, 
editor, and broadcaster. He is the author of one novel, 
Reparations (HarperCollins), and five non-fiction books, 
including the bestselling Sailors, Slackers and Blind Pigs: 
Halifax at War (Doubleday). Stephen Kimber is the Rogers 
Communications Chair in Journalism at the University of 
King’s College in Halifax, Canada

William D. Naftel
Halifax At War: 
Searchlights, Squadrons and Submarines 
1939-1945
Formac, 2008 ISBN 978-0887807398

From early September 1939, 
Halifax was at war. For the next 
six years, the city was uniquely 
affected by the war’s events. 
Using a rich blend of historical, 
biographic and archival sources, 
Bill Naftel provides a new 
perspective on the impact of the 
war not only on Halifax, but 
also on Canada and Canadians. 
Incredible demands were placed 
on Halifax, which was barely able to cope as thousands 
of soldiers and sailors streamed through every day. 
Thousands of civilians arrived to take up war-time work. 
Welcomed initially for the infusion of prosperity, the 
influx created problems for everyone with liquor as a 
flashpoint in a town where archaic liquor laws prevented 
a sailor from enjoying the rare day off.

Born during the Second World War, Bill spent his 
first five years in Edmonton while his father, an officer 
in the Royal Canadian Navy, shepherded convoys back 
and forth across the North Atlantic. By 1952, Bill was 
enrolled in Tower Road School in Halifax, followed 
by Cornwallis Junior. High, QEH, King’s College and 
Dalhousie University. He began working in the Public 
Archives of Canada, followed by Parks Canada, returning 
to Halifax in 1975 to assume the position of Senior 
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Historian and Chief of History for the Atlantic Region. 
Since retiring from public service in 1990, Bill has 
been hard at work researching and writing, releasing a 
monograph, The Building of All Saints Cathedral (St. Agnes 
Press, 2006). He is also the author of Prince Edward’s 
Legacy (Formac, 2005).

Nominated for the 19th annual  
Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize:

Douglas Arthur Brown
Quintet
Key Porter Books, 2008
ISBN: 978-1552639979 

Adrian, Rory, and Cameron are 
identical triplets summoned home 
to Cape Breton by the sudden 
death of their parents. Inseparable 
in youth, they’ve drifted apart as 
adults, and after the funeral they 
agree to keep in touch through 
journals in which each recounts 
the steps that led him away from 
the other two. At every critical 
step looms the shadow of Talbot, 
the oldest brother, and the secrets 
he’s hoarded for a generation. 

Douglas Arthur Brown is also the author of the novel 
A Deadly Harvest; a collection of short fiction, The Komodo 
Dragon and Other Stories; and two children’s books, The 
Magic Compass and Archibald’s Boo-boo. He now lives in 
his native Cape Breton.

Ian Colford
Evidence
Porcupine’s Quill, 2008
ISBN: 978-0-88984-303-5 

This debut collection of short 
stories involves Kostandin Bitri, a 
wanderer who has been uprooted 
by war from an unnamed eastern 
European country. As he moves 
first to western Europe and then 
to North America looking for a 
place to live and for an identity, 
Bitri observes the societies he 
restlessly inhabits with an uneasy, 
distrustful eye. As an outsider, 
he witnesses corruption and 
banality, the dangers of ignorance 

in a brutal world, the need for caution and disguise. 
His observations amount to a relentless deconstruction 
of power relationships: the power of the police over a 
terrorized population in an authoritarian state, of wealth 
over poverty in the bourgeois cultures of the West, of 
men over women, adults over children, lies over truth. 

Ian Colford’s work has appeared in The Antigonish 
Review, Event, The Fiddlehead, The Dalhousie Review, 
Grain, Canadian Fiction Magazine, The Journey Prize 
Anthology, and others. Travels to Greece, Portugal, Turkey 
and Italy laid a foundation upon which much of his 
recent fiction is constructed. He lives in Halifax and 
works as a librarian at Dalhousie University.

Sara Tilley
Skin Room
Pedlar, 2008 
ISBN: 978-1897141205 

Skin Room is a novel told 
from the point of view 
of Teresa Norman at two 
distinct times in her life, 
but the voices of precocious 
12-year-old Teresa and of 
her sophisticated older 
self are both refreshingly 
straightforward and as 
startling as a snow storm 
in summer. The clarity and 
confidence of this first time 
novelist’s narrative voice is 
breathtaking. Chapters alternate between the bookish 
pre-teen whose favourite novel is Wuthering Heights and 
the older Teresa, 10 years later trying unsuccessfully to 
start an independent life. Coming of age has not been 
more searingly rendered.

Winner of both the 2004 Newfoundland and 
Labrador Percy Janes First Novel for unpublished manu-
script award, and the 2006 inaugural Fresh Fish Award 
for Emerging Writers, Sara Tilley was first published 
(as an illustrator) at age 8 in OWL Magazine. Though 
born in St. John’s, she grew up in rural and isolated 
Newfoundland, Labrador and Nunavut communities. She 
graduated from York University with a BFA in Theatre 
and is engaged in ongoing study and development of 
Pochinko Clown though Mask techniques. She has 
written, co-written and co-created 10 plays, and in 2006 
received the Rhonda Payne Award, which celebrates a 
woman contributing to the development of theatre in 
Newfoundland and Labrador. n
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114,000 Read to Me! books 
distributed
Read to Me! Was launched on Family Literacy Day in 
January 2002 and is now celebrating a seventh birthday.  
Today it’s running strong at 11 hospitals throughout Nova 
Scotia, and has delivered over 50,000 canary yellow 
Read to Me! bags to newborns and their beaming parents.  
Babies who were first presented with Read to Me! books 
and rhymes are now heading off to grade school, prepped 
with a strong foundation of language and learning. The 
wee yellow pouches, which are now available in Chinese 
and Arabic as well as in English, each contain reading 
tips, a Read to Me! hat, library information, as well as the 
board book Head and Shoulders, Knees and Toes by Annie 
Kubler.

Read to Me! has again been nominated for the 
Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award. Named after the 
renowned author of Pippi Longstocking, this Swedish 
award carries a cach prize of $860,000. Read to Me! is 
one of 150 nominees chosen from around the planet 
for consideration by what has become known as the 
‘Nobel Prize’ for children’s literature and literacy. Carol 
McDougall has been Director of this remarkale program 
since its founding in 2002. n

16,515 writers share $9.9 million
Every February, the Public Lending Right (PLR) 
Commission issues payments to writers, translators and 
illustrators whose books are held in Canada’s public 
libraries. Canada is one of 23 countries that have a PLR 
program. While each is administered differently, there 
are two common threads: the recognition of the right of 
authors to be compensated for the use of their works in 
libraries, and the understanding that PLR funds paid to 
authors are an investment in advancing each country’s 
literary expression. In Canada, the Commission operates 
under the administrative aegis of the Canada Council for 
the Arts with funds from the federal government through 
the Department of Canadian Heritage.

This year, our writers received an average payment 
of $600 with the maximum payment to an author capped 
at $2,800. $253,472 was distributed to authors in Nova 
Scotia. The annual deadline for registration for PLR is 
May 1. For more information about how to register visit 
www.plr-dpp.ca. n

Online Buckler
Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management has 
made a significant archive of materials concerning Ernest 
Buckler available at www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/
buckler. Unveiled on the 24th anniversary of Buckler’s 
death, the virtual exhibit – Ernest Bukler: A Remarkable 
Nova Scotia Novelist – contains photos, news clippings 
and cover artwork spanning his life, as well as a listing 
of his personal papers available at the archives. “We are 
pleased to be able to bring an exhibit on Mr. Buckler’s 
life and career to the web,” said provincial archivist Brian 
Speirs. “He captured a time now long past in Nova Scotia, 
and did so with eloquence and wit.”

Born in 1908 in the Annapolis Valley, Buckler 
attended Dalhousie and the University of Toronto,  
returning to the family farm near Bridgetown in 1936 
where he spent the remainder of his life. He was revered 
by his peers, and praised by such authors as Margaret 
Laurence, who observed that his first novel, The Mountain 
and The Valley, may have been the best novel written in 
the 20th century, and the best novel written anywhere in 
the last 50 years. n
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Wow … that was fast!
by Mary Jane Copps, President, WFNS

I’ve come to the end of my term as President of the 
WFNS Board – a term that lasted two years, but went by 

in what seems like a week and a half! 
It’s a good experience, sitting on the Board. You get 

a front row seat to an ever-evolving masterpiece  - our 
growing, thriving and endlessly energetic Federation. 

Infinite thanks go to Jane Buss, Susan Mersereau and 
Sue Goyette for the generosity, creativity and hours of 
focused work they give to the Federation throughout 
each year. And I extend a warm welcome to the newest 
member of the Fed team, Bonita Hatcher. I look forward 
to the personal touch she will bring to our community. 

And I thank each and every member of the Board. 
They arrive at the Fed offices on a Saturday morning to 
review, discuss and consider all the bits and pieces that 
go into keeping the Fed strong. They sit on committees, 
stay informed and speak up, making sure that the Fed 
continues to meet the needs of our diverse membership. 

And I thank you, the members, who also show up 
and participate – in the workshops, in the fundraising 
and in the envelope-stuffing-stacking-chairs-cleaning-
dishes moments when your support is so greatly 
appreciated.

It is you, the members, who have embraced one of the 
Board’s newest initiatives, The Moveable Feast. This 

grassroots fundraising effort is blossoming, creating 
wonderful writerly events for all to enjoy, a bit of a 
retirement fund for our fearless Jane Buss and minimal 
work for everyone involved. I hope you’ve circled the 
date for The Moveable Feast debut of 2009 – Saturday 
May 30 – a gathering about poetry at the home of Silver 
Don Cameron and Marjorie Simmins. If you need more 
information, please e-mail me at mjcopps@eastlink.ca.

So I’m off, but not far away. You’ll be seeing me at 
the Fed and many of the diverse literary events there 
are to choose from each year. But now I won’t be the one 
at the microphone – I’ll be in the audience, proud and 
blessed to be part of such a dynamic community. n

BusStop
by Jane Buss, Executive Director, WFNS

It’s spring and everywhere I look at the office, 
something’s taken root and is growing, or changing.  

Susan Mersereau, after four years of lavishing every 
caller to the Fed with information, empathy, warmth and 
support; organizing readers for the competition; magic-
ing up webpages and writers-in-the-schools packages; 
showering her concern and endless patience on every 
lost writer who simply wandered in from the cold …
has spread her fledgling literary wings, embarking on a 
cross-continental train trek that will land her in Banff 
for a month long writing residency. Parachuting in to fill 
her desk is Bonita Hatcher, scurrying to assimilate a ton 
of writerly information while juggling details of our first 
ATLANTIC INK, The Writers’ Festival!

We’re into the home stretch with another WITS 
season, drawing raves – “I couldn’t get over how excited 
and engaged the children were. They had so much fun 
and loved the story. The children were engaged almost 
the minute after the writer walked into the room.”; 
and “She was inspiring to students and teachers alike, 
providing evidence to the children that writings isn’t just 
something that occurs in a classroom, that it has very 
useful and interesting applications in the real world.”; and 
this from a grade five student … “I want to thank you for 
a wonderful day. I’m reading your book and enjoying it 
very much. It’s a very exciting book and we can’t thank 
you enough. We love when you came to school and really 
enjoyed the activities. We love it when authors come to 
visit us, it’s a real treat. We hope more authors visit soon!”  
This year, 74 Nova Scotia writers will have logged about 
54,700 kilometers visiting 44,750 students for 213 full 
days and 207 half days from Dingwall to Yarmouth.

Our membership numbers continue just shy of 800 
writers working all over Nova Scotia and as far afield 

at BC, Alberta, the US and Britain. The rich variety of 
e-mail that arrives at the Federation is an avalanche of 
news, queries, information and enormous goodwill. And 
we’re rich in friends, colleagues and supporters. 

The Valentine’s Day Fun(d)raiser in support of Joanne 
Taylor was a glorious example of the generosity that 
imbues your organization. The potluck of divine deserts 
threatened the imminent collapse of the groaning table; 
the silent auction offerings sparkled; “hot” readings 
from Donna Morrissey, Ryan Turner, Linda Little, Budge 
Wilson, Alf Silver and Sue Goyette reduced the room to 
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hot fits of giggles, guffaws, groans 
and glee … and with help from 
CANSCAIP members from across 
the country, more than $6,000 was 
raised. Marsha Coffey, Pete Munro 
and Alan MacLeod provided a 
unique sing-a-long that had the 
throng belting ‘You are my Sunshine’ 
loud enough for Joanne to hear 
us from her bed! (I understand 
that Alan MacLeod has recently 
partnered with Joanna Butler to put 
out an EP with tunes that you can all 
download on iTunes!). 

Among the recent contributors 
to this and to other Federated 
programs are – 
Thomas Head Raddall II
Mary Jo Anderson
Susan Atkinson
Kent Baker
Catherine Banks
Blanca Baquero
Marcia Barss
Janet Barkhouse
Joyce Barkhouse
Sandra Barry
Karleen Bradford
Tyne Brown
Diane Wile-Brumm
Carol Bruneau
Jane Buss
Scott Campbell  
Peter Carver 
Jean M. Chard
Mary Jane Copps
Karen Dahl
Gwen Davies
Jodi DeLong
Kathy Dodds
Kristin Domm
Mary Drake
Lucy Falcone 
Sheree Fitch 
Deborah Fraser
Cynthia French
Colleen Gareau
Sue Goyette
Linda Granfield 
Jackie Halsey 

Renée Hartlieb
Virginia Hayden
Veryan Haysom 
Linda Hodgins
Heather Johnson
Margot Kerr
Susan Kerslake
Ron Lightburn
Jill Maclean
Sue MacLeod
Anne Louise MacDonald
Ron Foley MacDonald 
Carol McDougall
Paul MacDougall
Sarah Mian
Shandi Mitchell
Donna Morrissey
Sue Newhook
Cathryn Onyett
Sharon Palermo
Alex Pierce
Peggy Pilkey
Coreen Popowitch
Marilyn Rudi 
W. Augustus Richardson
Kim Scaravelli 
Alf Silver
Francis Small
Norene Smiley
Jean Smyth

Lola Sneyd
Deborah Stiles
Deanne Sullivan-Fraser
Paul Toman
Susan Tooke
Alice Walsh
Ken Ward
Alan Wilson
Budge Wilson
Rita Wilson
Jim Wolfe
Frances Wolfe
Red Wheel Barrow Communications
Margriet Ruus 
Woozles Bookstore

A Board season is ending and 
our Annual General Meeting is again 
on the horizon. Mark Saturday, June 
6, Noon, on your agenda. AGMs 
at WFNS are an ideal opportunity 
to gather, gossip and laugh and to 
applaud the “graduation” of the most 
recent writers participating in our 
mentorship program. See you there.n

Part of the crowd at the Valentine’s Day Fun(d)raiser for Joanne Taylor
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imPRESSed – new titles by WFNS members

Historic Baddeck
Jocelyn Bethune
Nimbus, 2009, $21.95
ISBN: 978-1551097060

The Jewel of the Bras d’Or Lakes 
and the starting point to the 
magnificent Cabot Trail, Baddeck 
is unquestionably one of Atlantic 
Canada’s most special places, rich in 
history and culture. Historic Baddeck 
takes us on the town’s journey of 
early discovery and later growth, 
from the first few houses set among 
Atlantic aboriginal wigwams to what 
Baddeck is today – a magnificent 
summer escape and thriving lakeside 
village. Jocelyn Bethune has paired 
some of the town’s most captivating 
historical images and presented 
them with compact and interesting 
vignettes of the region’s past. 

Jocelyn Bethune has written 
for The Chronicle Herald, Maclean’s, 
and The Globe and Mail. As a Parks 
Canada interpreter at the Alexander 
Graham Bell National Historic Site 
in Baddeck, she frequently delves 
into the past. She lives in Baddeck.

Riquili apprend les voyelles
Katia Canciani
Éditions Bouton d’or Acadie, Moncton, 
2008, $7.95
ISBN: 978-2-923518-30-5

Riquili veut comprendre ce qui est 
écrit. Son papa trace les voyelles 
sur le sable. Le petit singe Riquili 
et le perroquet Majou tentent de 
trouver des mots qui commencent 
par chaque voyelle. Des noms de 
légumes et de fruits... Peux-tu en 
trouver toi aussi ? Cette scène de la 
vie de Riquili et de Majou invite les 
tout-petits à apprendre les lettres en 
s’amusant.

Née au Québec en 1971, 
Katia Canciani habite la vallée de 
l’Annapolis. Après avoir complété 
un baccalauréat en communication 
en 2003, Katia s’avoue finalement 
son impérieux besoin d’écrire.

Miracle dans le pré
Martine Jacquot
Les Presses du midi (France), 2009, $15
ISBN: 978-2-8127-0001-9

Il était né pour travailler dans 
un cirque, mais son destin devait 
être plus grand … Découvre la 
fabuleuse histoire du petit cheval 
qui est devenu un vrai héros! Fais 
connaissance avec les enfants qui ont 
été si heureux de l’accueillir dans 
leur famille, sans savoir ce que lui, 
en retour, allait faire pour eux..

Martine L. Jacquot a grandi en 
Brie champenoise, dont les paysages 
lui ont inspire cette histoire. Quand 
elle était jeune, elle rêvait d’écrire 
et de voir du pays. Elle habite 
maintenant au Canada, au milieu des 
vergers. Elle écrit toutes sortes de 
livres pour petits et grands, et elle 
voyage aussi souvent qu’elle le peut 
pour parler de son travail et pour 
découvrir de nouvelles façons de 
vivre.
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Let the Shadows Fall Behind You
Kathy Diane Leveille
Kunati Books, 2009, $25.95
ISBN: 978-1601641670

Filled with quirky, heartwarming 
characters, this novel is a late 
coming-of-age story shaped by the 
eternal redeeming power of female 
friendship. Brannagh Maloney 
returns to her hometown for a 
reunion of old friends, carrying 
the burden of thinking she has lost 
her lover, Nikolai Mirsky. Once 
there, she finds it hard to ignore old 
family secrets, and decides to visit 
the house where she was raised and 
treated cruelly by her grandfather. 
Brannagh forces the old man to tell 
her what happened to her mother, 
and the shocking truth finally 
sets her free as she understands 
why her grandfather had acted so 
harshly. When Nikolai turns up 
unexpectedly, Brannagh’s life takes 
another turn as her mysterious 
past deepens. 

Kathy-Diane Leveille’s short 
stories have appeared in numerous 
literary journals. Her work has also 
been adapted and performed for 
radio drama and the stage. 

Dragon Seer
Janet McNaughton
HarperCollins, June 2009, $19.99
ISBN: 978-0002006811

Enslaved since early childhood, 
Madoca is astonished to be chosen as 
dragon seer, one who will care for 
the dragons of Orkney. But people 
now question the age-old traditions 
that placed the dragons at the very 
heart of her society, and one of the 
older dragon seers has made enemies 
among the chieftains. When the 
Vikings arrive with a malevolent 
seer who has vowed to destroy all 
dragons, new alliances form and the 
people’s way of life is threatened. 
As Madoca’s powers emerge, strong 
but uncontrolled, she faces the fight 
of her life. How can she save her 
beloved dragons? 

Janet McNaughton’s award-
winning, bestselling titles include 
To Dance at the Palais Royale, Make or 
Break Spring, An Earthly Knight and 
The Secret Under My Skin, which won 
the Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Award 
and the Mr. Christie’s Book Award, 
among other honours. Janet lives in 
St. John’s, Newfoundland, with her 
family. 

Gold Rush Ghost Towns of Nova 
Scotia
Mike Parker
Pottersfield Press, 2009, $21.95
168 photographs
ISBN: 978-1897426043

Gold Rush Ghost Towns of Nova 
Scotia tells the fascinating stories 
of abandoned communities – 
Goldenville, Cape d’Or, Renfrew, 
Caribou Mines, Moose River Gold 
Mines, Broughton, Torbrook Mines, 
Molega, and others. Mike Parker 
tells the story of characters and 
con men, industry and labour, 
prosperity and recession. Although 
abandoned gold mining settlements 
are the central theme, ghost towns 
built upon coal, iron ore and copper 
are featured as well. Scores of 
exhaustively researched images – 
168 to be precise – supported by 
informative, entertaining text, tell 
the story of a great heritage that has 
been nearly erased from our history 
books.

Mike Parker is the author of 12 
books of popular history, including 
Fortress Halifax, The Smoke-Eaters, 
Running the Gauntlet, Wood Chips & 
Beans and Guides of the North Woods.
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Acadian Mi-Carême:  
Masks and Merrymaking
Georges Arsenault 
translated by Sally Ross
The Acorn Press, 2009, $19.95
ISBN: 978-1-894-838-40-5

Georges Arsenault explores the 
rich traditions of Mi-Carême or 
Mid-Lent as they have evolved in 
Acadian communities. Mi-Carême 
was a time for putting on a mask 
and going from house to house with 
friends and relatives. It refers to the 
joyous celebrations that broke the 
sombre atmosphere of Lent, and 
also to a mysterious individual who 
distributed candies to children or 
sometimes even delivered babies! 
Mi-Carême is still very much alive 
in a number of Acadian villages, 
including Chéticamp and Saint-
Joseph-du-Moine, Cape Breton, 
where the festivities last for a week. 

Born in Halifax, Sally Ross is 
a writer, translator and learning 
resource consultant.

Historian and folklorist Georges 
Arsenault lives on Prince Edward 
Island.

The Marram Grass 
Poetry & Otherness
Anne Simpson
Gaspereau Press, 2009, $26.95
ISBN: 978-1554470716

In six essays, Anne Simpson traces 
the paths of her thoughts, from 
observation to association, through 
poetry, language and metaphor, 
otherness and wilderness. Walking 
beaches and trails near her home in 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Simpson 
studies the connections between out-
doors and inner life and also shares 
some of her own poetic process. The 
final piece recounts attempts to write 
poetry in response to a friend’s pho-
tographs. Simpson writes of missteps 
and her eventual decision to aban-
don grammar in an effort to move 
closer to the emptiness that form il-
luminates and that illuminates form.

Simpson’s first book of poetry, 
Light Falls Through You, was followed 
by her first novel, Canterbury Beach. 
Loop, her second poetry collection, 
was a finalist for the Governor Gen-
eral’s Award and winner of the 2004 
Griffin Prize. Her new novel, Falling 
(McClelland & Stewart) has just won 
the Dartmouth Book Award.

Simon and Catapult Man’s Perilous 
Playground Adventure
Norene Smiley 
illustrated by Brenda Jones 
Nimbus, 2009, $8.95
ISBN: 978-1551097145

Simon and Catapult Man follows the 
intergalactic exploits of Simon and 
his daring sidekick, Catapult Man, 
as they navigate the dangers of the 
neighbourhood playground. This 
precocious pair launch from rocket 
boosters (swings), evade space pirates 
on the impossible space tower 
(climbing frame), and battle giant 
worms in the worm holes (tunnels).

Norene Smiley is the author 
of That Stripy Cat (Fitzhenry & 
Whiteside). In the winter, Norene 
writes stories, teaches writing, paints 
big paintings, and dreams of making 
short films. The Stripy Cat, Perfectly 
Peppy will be released in 2009. She 
lives in Pugwash, where she and her 
husband make soup and muffins in 
the Chatterbox Café. 

Brenda Jones has illustrated 
more than a dozen books, including 
Skunks for Breakfast, Hockey Night 
Tonight, and Buddy the Bluenose 
Reindeer. Brenda lives in PEI.
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Back to the Beach
Heidi Jardine Stoddart
Nimbus, 2009, $10.95
ISBN 978-1551097022

Back to the Beach is a simple but 
lively story about Gus and his dog, 
Sam, who experience a gleeful day 
at the beach, where they come across 
various beach treasures. One by 
one, they present each treasure to 
Gus’s parents, and one by one, each 
treasure is denied in the rhyming 
chorus. However, as the family packs 
up to head home at the end of the 
day, Gus and Sam are greeted by a 
pleasing turn of events. This story is 
suitable for early/emerging readers 
and beach-lovers alike. 

Heidi Jardine Stoddart holds 
an MA in art education from the 
Nova Scotia College of Art and 
Design, and she was an elementary 
school teacher where she grew up 
in Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario. 
Heidi currently lives in Rothesay, 
New Brunswick, with her husband 
and their dog, Colby, who loves 
going to the beach. She is the author 
and illustrator of East to the Sea, A 
Nothing-To-Do Day, and Return to the 
Sea.

Black Snow
Jon Tattrie
Pottersfield Press, April 2009, $19.95
ISBN: 978-1897426050

Black Snow is a love story set during 
the Halifax Explosion in 1917. Rich 
in fact and shocking images, the 
story sets a blistering pace following 
one man’s search through a ruined 
city for the love of his life as he 
confronts the wreckage of his past 
and the horrors of trench warfare in 
World War I.

Jon Tattrie is a journalist 
and writer based in Halifax. He 
freelances for The Chronicle Herald 
and Metro. Over several itinerant 
years, he worked in a shelter for 
homeless men in Ireland, as a shrine-
cleaner in Buddhist Monasteries in 
England and as a vegetarian cook on 
the Isle of Iona. His first journalism 
job was with the Edinburgh Evening 
News, followed by a stint on 
Scotland’s national newspaper, The 
Scotsman. His first published work 
of fiction was an adventure mystery 
called Midsummer Murder, which 
appeared in the Halifax Daily News.

Halifax Haunts 
Exploring the City’s Spookiest Spaces
Steve Vernon
Nimbus, May 2009, $15.95
ISBN: 978-1551097077

The streets of historic Halifax are 
paved with the dark and eerie 
tales of its colourful and gruesome 
past. Shadowy secrets and hints of 
the unknown lurk around every 
corner and in the mist that rolls 
in from the Atlantic. Centuries 
of tragic happenstances have left 
behind many restless spirits that are 
awaiting your discovery: the ghost 
of an eighteenth-century French 
admiral has been spotted marching, 
to the beat of his own missing heart, 
across the harbour and through 
the streets; the haunting profile of 
a victim of the Halifax Explosion 
has been seen in the window of the 
city’s oldest church; and a spectral 
tall ship has been sighted plying the 
waters off Point Pleasant looking 
for a rematch with its War of 1812 
opponent.

Steve Vernon is a popular story-
teller, and author of Haunted Har-
bours, Wicked Woods, and other works 
in the horror genre. He learned the 
storytelling tradition from his grand-
mother. He lives in Halifax.
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ScreenScene

On the rebound
by Ron Foley Macdonald.

What a difference a year makes. When the Canadian 
dollar briefly surpassed its US counterpart, almost 

half of the film scene ground to a standstill. Combined 
with the writers’ and ACTRA strike, it was a choppy 
couple of years for the Nova Scotia film industry – the 
fourth largest motion picture production centre in 
Canada. And it wasn’t just here. Toronto, Montreal 
and Vancouver suffered even more severe drops in 
production.

Suddenly, as fast as it happened, the scene turned 
around. April 2009 sees everything back to its old 
routine – two feature films shooting in Halifax; three 
major German co-productions shaping up for the 
summer; several local features for the fall; renewed TV 
series like This Hour Has 22 Minutes; and even a second 
chance for The Trailer Park Boys series, which is supposed 
to be dead and buried.

Six months ago, the industry was facing a deep 
recession after two years of sputtering production. 
Even three months ago Canada’s three major television 
networks – CTV, CBC and Global – were in crisis. 
Since so much local production is for Canada’s stable 
and profitable specialty services, the old-style networks’ 
difficulties didn’t have the same impact in Atlantic 
Canada. 

Documentaries – such as Donna Davies’ portrait of 
women in the horror film industry (Pretty Bloody for the 
Space Channel) and a new series on teenage deep sea 
divers produced by John Wesley Chisholm’s Arcadia 
Productions – continued to roll down the production 
line. Meanwhile, action on the feature film front finally 
picked up after a slow fall and winter. With only one 
major service production wrapping up in November and 
December, the sixth installment of the popular CBS Tom 
Selleck small-town police chief TV flicks, the Jesse Stone 
series, the kick off to 2009 was looking worrisome.

The end of winter witnessed a turnaround with 
bailout packages for the networks and the low 

dollar bringing back service productions. Finally, those 
competing US tax credit systems have been withdrawn 
due to collapsing tax revenues. The result is playing back 
to our natural advantages.

April saw two features being shot. One was a remake 

of the 1977 Robbie Benson figure-skating romance Ice 
Castles. A sizable production, it rented both the Halifax 
Forum and the Metro Centre ice surfaces for multi-camera 
performance sequences complete with large audiences. A 
service production – where the above-the-line elements 
of the film such as producer, writer, director and stars all 
come from the US – Ice Castles still constitutes a major 
amount of work for the local film community.

The second feature, Halo, was adapted from actor/
writer Josh MacDonald’s hit play about the real-life 
incident of the image of Jesus appearing on the side of 
a Cape Breton Tim Horton’s franchise. Halo is being 
directed by George Mihalka of My Bloody Valentine fame, 
while the production company is none other than Colin 
Neale Productions. Neale was a longtime NFB producer 
who moved into independent production to intiate such 
major projects as the landmark mini-series The Boys of 
Saint Vincent. Halo is in very good hands indeed. 

One project that was put off from last year is a 
mini-series based on the arrival in the New World of the 
Mayflower. Indications are that it will finally be coming 
ashore in Nova Scotia this summer and fall. 

And perhaps, most intriguingly, the second coming 
of The Trailer Park Boys TV series in the world’s 

most competitive TV market – the US – will occur this 
fall. Direct TV, the premium service that helped NBC 
relaunch its Texas high school football series Friday 
Night Lights, has been looking for a “signature” series 
that would help position it as the legitimate heir to HBO. 
With the success of FNL and its extension on Direct TV 
and NBC for another two years, Direct TV has acquired 
the entire seven seasons of Trailer Park Boys for its 
upcoming season. 

Not only has the series been given new life (after 
a disappointing and very short stint on BBC America), 
the first feature film version of Trailer Park Boys will be 
re-released to coincide with Direct TV’s series launch. 
A box-office bonanza in Canada – racking up nearly 
$4 million in admissions along with an equally large 
amount in DVD sales – the film flopped in the States after 
opening weakly in only three markets (New York City, 
California and Oregon). Released in a totally different 
economic climate, the TPB movie might feel a tad more 
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resonant as unemployment soars 
south of the border and everyone 
down there feels like a resident of 
a trailer park. There is a chance 
that Trailer Park Boys might just live 
again, depending on Direct TV’s 
next season. And while it is hard to 
imagine the show being reconstituted 
as a production item in Nova Scotia, 
there’s no question that demand will 
ultimately dictate just what happens 
with the show.

With a handful of feature films 
already in post-production for this 
year, including Jay Dahl’s There 
Are Monsters and Paul Kimball’s 
Shelburne-shot Vampire flick, the 
Nova Scotia scene looks surprisingly 
solid. 

So despite the turmoil of 
two years of severe media 

consolidation, the burgeoning 
Canadian dollar and labour unrest, 
the fourth largest production centre 
in Canada – Halifax – seems to have 
weathered the storm with the kind 
of verve and confidence that is the 
hallmark of a stable and mature 
industry. And with a couple of major 
projects moving from development 
to the financing stage – including the 
adaptations of Alistair MacLeod’s No 
Great Mischief and Ami MacKay’s The 
Birth House – the immediate future 
looks pretty darn good.

Six months ago, I couldn’t have 
said that. And while things could 
change over the next half-year, we 
can safely say that the Nova Scotian 
motion picture scene has managed 
to artfully dodge more than a couple 
of bullets to remain one of the major 
players on this province’s cultural 
scene. n
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Roseway forever!

Founded in 1990 by Kathleen Tudor when she “retired” from teaching 
at Saint Mary’s University, Roseway Publishing reflected the energies 

and passions of the founder, releasing an astonishing list over the years 
that included such vital titles as Out of the Depths, a recollection of the 
life of Mi’kmaq children at Shubenacadie’s Residential School by Isabelle 
Knockwood; Islands in the Harbour, stories from some of the province’s South 
Shore writers; Getting Away, Kathleen’s novel of a young man successful in 
cutting the ties of family and home while ultimately sustaining the vital 
connection with geography and community; and Nail Builders Plan for 
Strength and Growth, poems by Kathy Mac which was shortlisted for the 2002 
Governor General’s Award. There were children’s books, drama, first novels, 
creative non-fiction and recollections … all produced on the South Shore of 
Nova Scotia from Kathleen’s home, usually a couple of books each year.

When the notion of retirement again surfaced for Kathleen Tudor and 
Roseway, almost two decades later, Fernwood Publishing was fascinated by the 
proposition of sustaining this remarkable energy. 

Roseway Publishing is today an imprint of Fernwood Publishinig, guided 
by Beverly Roach, with the aim of publishing literary work that is 

rooted in and relevant to struggles for social justice. Fernwood is interested 
in publishing works of fiction, creative non-fiction, biographies and other 
literary writing that has a social justice theme. Working with the advantage 
and privilege of a strongly focused, successful parent company, Roseway is 
committed to a slow and careful development as the literary counterpart to 
Fernwood for literary work that has social justice at its heart.

Early releases that build on the strong tradition established by Tudor 
are Accidental Opportunities, the autobiography of Bridglal Pachai; John Reid’s 
speculative YA novel, The People and Josh Wilson; and Kathy Mac’s second 
poetry collection, The Hundëfraulein Papers. In development for later this year 
are Jim McCrorie’s biography of John St. Amand, a grassroots union organizer 
on the South Shore; and a new look by Elroy Deimert at the On to Ottawa 
Trek that followed the Regina Riot during the Depression that links that era 
to social justice issues today.  

The honouring of an impressive history is brightly reflected in the 
liveliness and focus that Fernwood Publishing and Beverly Roach are bringing 
to Roseway. Backlist titles are available online at www.fernwoodpublishing.
ca/roseway n
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Journaling … Arc
Arc Poetry Magazine was founded 

in Ottawa in 1978 and is 
produced through the Arc Poetry 
Society, formed in 1996. The Society 
aims to nurture Canadian poets and 
“to promote the composition and ap-
preciation of poetry” by publishing 
the magazine, by building a compre-
hensive website with information 
and resources about poetry in Cana-
da and abroad, and by administering 
awards, contests, public readings and 
other events.  

Thoughtfulness, experimenta-
tion and play run through the centre 
of Arc’s many activities. Arc’s thirti-
eth birthday was celebrated with a 
“Turning 30” themed issue, and most 
recently the magazine produced an 
“anonymous” issue, in which the 
writers’ names did not accompany 
their work and could only be found 
in an index at the back of the maga-
zine. 

On its website (www.arcpoetry.
ca), Arc hosts a 500-word column 
entitled How Poems Work: “Each 
feature column is to be a case-study 
appreciation of a single poem by 
a Canadian poet, addressing such 
concerns as style, subject matter, 
influences, context, and the use of 
such elements as form, language, 
rhythm, and diction. The text of the 
poem under discussion will also be 
reprinted in each column.” Contribu-
tors can send proposals for up to 
three consecutive columns and are 
responsible for securing reprint per-
missions for the featured poems.

In 2006 and 2007, Arc facilitated 
a poetry exchange series, “Great 
Scots.” There were 12 instalments 
– now archived online – featuring 
essays from Scottish poets on Cana-
dian bards and vice versa, including 
samples of the featured writers’ po-
etry – “to what unpredictable poetic 

side-effects we have no idea,” the 
editors wrote, “but we can hardly 
wait to find out.”

Also available on the website 
is Portage, an ambitious “routes map 
to the poetry ecosystem,” including 
innumerable links to writing associa-
tions, bookstores, contests, festivals, 
critical theory, resources, news – 
all things poetry. Arc readers and 
potential contributors can sign up to 
a number of e-newsletters, includ-
ing the general newsletter, which 
includes press releases, contests, en-
tries from Arc’s online blog, as well 
as “How Poems Work” columns and 
Portage map highlights.

Arc’s contests include: Poem of 
the Year, open to all poets for a 

previously unpublished poem (dead-
line June 30, 2009); Readers’ Choice 
Award, in which the public can vote 
online for their favourite poem of 
the 50 shortlisted for Poem of the 
Year; Diana Brebner Prize, for poets 
not published in book form (Dead-
line October 1, 2009); Lampman-
Scott Award, for writers living in the 
National Capital Region; Confedera-
tion Poets Prize, for the best poem 
published in Arc in the previous 
calendar year; and the Critic’s Desk 

Award, given annually to a feature 
review and to a brief review pub-
lished in Arc in the previous calen-
dar year. 

In the most recent issue, editor 
Anita Lahey writes, “Here at Arc, we 
pride ourselves on what we hope 
is our openness to work written by 
anyone, previously heard of or not, 
published or not, lauded or not. We 
strive to disregard a poet’s ‘name’ 
while assessing his or her poems.”

Arc accepts submissions from 
September through May. Send 4 to 
8 poems, not more than 8 pages in 
total – any subject, any form – by 
regular post, addressed to poetry edi-
tor Rob Winger. Reviews, interviews, 
and articles on poetry and poetry-
related subjects are also welcome, 
but query first with a brief descrip-
tion, approximate word-count, and 
samples of previously published 
work. It does not accept poetry sub-
missions by e-mail, but queries for 
reviews or essays may be sent to the 
reviews editor, Heather McAlpine, at 
reviews@arcpoetry.ca. They do not 
publish short stories or drama.  

Writers should also fill out 
the submission form available 
online (www.arcpoetry.ca) and 
include in their cover letters a 
short biographical note. Editors 
will respond within 4 to 6 months. 
Though a SASE is not required, 
submissions without one will not be 
returned or responded to except in 
the event of an acceptance. Payment 
is $40 per page for poetry or prose 
published in the magazine; $40 
per webpage for online reprints on 
the website; and $40 per column 
for “How Poems Work.” Send 
submissions to: Arc Poetry Magazine, 
PO Box 81060, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K1P 1B1, n
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Markets, etc.
The Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia does not necessarily 
endorse the markets or competitions listed here. Please make 
every effort to check any market or competition before 
submitting material. Read several issues of the magazine first 
before submitting material. Publishers usually sell single, 
sample copies and you can check their websites for back issues 
and writers’ guidelines. Check your local library for public 
access computers. 

n Room Magazine: PO Box 46160 Station D, Vancouver, 
BC V6J 5G5 (www.roommagazine.com) “Room is a 
space where women can speak, connect, and showcase 
their creativity. Each quarter we publish original, 
thought-provoking works that reflect women’s strength, 
sensuality, vulnerability, and wit.” Looking for material 
for their themed issue: Competition to be published in 
December 2009 (in time for the Winter Olympics in 
2010). Deadline: June 1. Details can be found at: www.
roommagazine.com/news.html#competition. Pays $50 for 
1 to 5 published pages, $75 for 6+ pages and $100 for 
cover art. 

n The New Quarterly: c/o St. Jerome’s University, 
290 Westmount Road North, Waterloo, ON, N2L 3G3 
(www.tnq.ca) Looking for submissions for its Lists Issue 
guest-edited by Diane Schoemperlen. Deadline: June 30. 
For details and submission guidelines visit: www.tnq.
ca/contribute/call_for_submissions/ “We are looking 
for lists of all kinds: fiction, poetry, inventories and 
catalogues, found lists, shopping lists, to-do lists, and 
any other kind of list you might like to share with us.” 
Submissions of fiction and poetry for this issue are subject 
to TNQ’s usual guidelines and rates (pays on publication, 
$200 for a short story, $200 for an essay, $30 per poem 
or “postscript” story).

n River Teeth: Ashland University 401 College Avenue 
Ashland, OH 44805 (www.ashland.edu/riverteeth) 
“River Teeth is a biannual journal combining the best 
of creative nonfiction, including narrative reportage, 
essays and memoir, with critical essays that examine the 
emerging genre and that explore the impact of nonfiction 
narrative on the lives of its writers, subjects, and readers.” 
Prefers online submissions. Does not accept material June 
through August.

n The Massachusetts Review: South College, University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003  (www.
massreview.org) Pays 50 cents per line for poetry ($25 
minimum per poem); and $50 for an essay or work of 
fiction. Fiction submissions are not accepted from May 
2 to September 30 using either their mail or electronic 
submission process. Non-fiction and poetry are read year-
round. Seeks a balance between established writers and 
promising new ones. “Interested in material of variety 
and vitality relevant to the intellectual and aesthetic 
questions of our time. We aspire to have a broad appeal; 
our commitment, in part regional, is not provincial.”

n Damazine: (www.damazine.com) an online literary 
quarterly journal based in Damascus, Syria, publishing 
fiction, creative nonfiction, and poetry. Focuses on authors 
based in or with ties to the Muslim world in the largest 
sense. At the same time, strives to present a rainbow of 
themes and writing styles. Biggest criterion is quality. 
Looking for powerful, well-crafted pieces that throb with 
meaning. Pays $25 US per published fiction or nonfiction 
piece, and $10 USD per poem.

n 21st century adventures: www.21stcenturyadventures.
com/credits.html An online travel publication based in 
Hampton, Georgia. Pays $15 to $20. 

n Sumach Press: (www.sumachpress.com) an independent 
Canadian feminist press that publishes 9 or 10 titles of 
fiction and non-fiction a year. Fiction: those interested 
in submitting adult fiction can either send an outline 
together with sample chapters, or a complete manuscript. 
If you are writing for young adults, you can send a story 
proposal or a complete manuscript. Looking for non-
sexist, non-racist stories which relate to young people’s 
lives today.Non-fiction: you can send a proposal, sample 
chapters or full manuscripts.

n BlackFlash: (www.blackflash.ca) a Canadian magazine 
about photography and new media in art. Presents critical 
opinions and ideas about contemporary art from across 
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Canada, the United States and 
beyond. Includes profiles, interviews, 
reviews, feature articles, and artist 
projects from both emerging and 
established artists, writers, and 
curators.

n LifeBytes … Real Stories of 
Online Dating: (www.lifebytesbook.
com/guidelines.html) seeks non-
fiction stories for an anthology of 
true stories about the online search 
for Prince or Princess Charming. 
Invites submissions of “evocative 
stories that can be funny, poignant, 
provocative, scary, weird, edgy, sexy 
or happy” with a unique voice and 
point of view. Payment: US $50 to 
$100. Deadline: June 15.

n Rapid Media: (www.rapidmedia.
com) based in Palmer Rapids, 
Ontario, is the publisher of Rapid, 
Adventure Kayak, Kayak Angler, 
Family Camping, and Canoeroots 
magazines. Pays up to 20 cents a 
word. Detailed writers guidelines for 
each magazines can be found on the 
website (click on “contact us”, then 
on “editorial”).  

n Small Farm Canada: (www.
smallfarmcanada.ca) promotes small-
scale farming as a legitimate and 
viable endeavour. The magazine’s 
editorial position is that the lives 
of small-scale farmers and their 
families are worthy, complex and 
rich in possibility, and that the 
communities serving small-scale 
farmers are unique and dynamic. 
Through attractive, well-written, 
independent-minded articles (free of 
orthodoxies) the magazine entertains, 
informs, inspires and challenges 
readers across Canada. Small Farm 
Canada is a truly national magazine. 
Using writers in every region of 
the country, each issue is edited 
from the main office in Metchosin, 
BC. The magazine is designed in 

St. John’s, Nfld, and it is printed in 
Winnipeg. Published six times per 
year by Southern Tip Publishing Inc.

Contests 
n The Antigonish Review: PO 
Box 5000, Antigonish NS B2G 
2W5 (www.antigonishreview.
com) Sheldon Currie Fiction 
Prize: deadline May 31, stories on 
any subject, 20 pages maximum. 
Great Blue Heron Poetry Contest: 
deadline June 30; poems on any 
subject, total entry not to exceed 4 
pages, maximum 150 lines, entry 
may be one longer poem or several 
shorter poems. Entry fee: $25, you 
may add an additional $10 to enter 
both contests. 

n Black Orchid Novella Award: 
Looking for original works of fiction 
in the tradition of the ratiocinative 
detective, as exemplified by Rex 
Stout’s Nero Wolfe. First prize is 
$1,000 and publication in Alfred 
Hitchcock Mystery Magazine. Deadline 
May 31 postmark. For details 
visit www.nerowolfe.org (click on 
Literary Awards, then Black Orchid 
Award). Entries must be between 
15,000 and 20,000 words, no overt 
sex or violence, must emphasize 
the deductive skills of the sleuth, 
and not include characters from the 
original Nero Wolfe series. 

n The Atlantic Immigrant 
Literature Competition:  Attn: 
Marjorie Stone, Department of 
English, Dalhousie University, 6135 
University Avenue, Halifax, NS B3H 
4P9. Details at http://sites.google.
com/site/atlanticwriters  Deadline: 3 
p.m. Monday, June 1. Open to those 
who self-identify with immigrant 
and diasporic communities currently 
residing in Atlantic Canada (NS, 
NB, NL, or PEI). Submit an original, 
unpublished short story or play 

between 2,000 and 2,500 words 
or a cycle of poems between 
1,000 and 2,000 words relating 
to one of the following topics: 
Citizenship and Social, Cultural 
and Civic Integration; Economic 
and Labour Market Integration; 
Family, Children and Youth; 
Housing and Neighbourhoods; 
Justice, Policing and Security; 
Welcoming Communities: The 
Role of Host Communities in 
Attracting, Integrating and Retaining 
Newcomers and Minorities. Prizes:  
1st $1,000; 2nd $250; 3rd $100. 
This contest aims to give immigrant 
communities a prominent voice 
on issues of concern to them and 
to develop the field of Atlantic 
Canadian immigrant and diasporic 
literature.

n Room Magazine Annual 2009 
Fiction, Poetry, and Creative 
Non-fiction Contest: (www.
roommagazine.com) Room Contest 
2009, P.O. Box 46160, Station D, 
Vancouver, BC V6J 5G5. Deadline: 
June 15 postmark. Entry fee: $27 
Prizes: 1st prize in each category – 
$500, 2nd prize – $250. Winners 
will be published in a 2010 issue 
of Room. Other manuscripts may be 
published. Poetry: max. 3 poems or 
150 lines.| Fiction: max. 4,000 words. 
Details on website.

n The Malahat Review: University 
of Victoria, PO. Box 1700 Stn CSC, 
Victoria, BC V8W 2Y2 (http://web.
uvic.ca/malahat/) Creative Non-
fiction Prize deadline August 1. 
Prize is $500 CAD plus payment 
of $40 per printed page upon 
publication. Entry fee $35 includes 
subscription. Guidelines and details 
on website (click on “awards”).  
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Who’s doing what
n Racked – members’ work appear-
ing in the magnificent miscellany 
of mags, rags, journals and e-signals 
crossing your editor’s desk into the 
Fed Reference Library (open 9:30 
to 4:30 Monday through Friday for 
your passionate perusal): Margot 
Metcalfe’s evocatively spare image 
of hymnals anchoring a humble, 
painted wooden chair on the cover 
of the winter issue of The Antigonish 
Review is echoed within in a spare 
poem, ‘The Beggar’, from Deirdre 
Dwyer and an expansive discussion 
of Brian Bartlett’s The Watchmaker’s 
Tale (Goose Lane Editions) by Kirstie 
McCallum; though we’re sure the 
title had nothing to do with it, open-
ing the pages of Descant (#144) and 
seeing Renée Hartleib’s story, “The 
Thing About Luck” made us feel that 
we’d hit the jackpot; “Why Write 
Memoir”, Carole Langille’s essay 
on accounts informed with personal 
experience, highlights Event. She 
also has a piece about Milosz in 
The Shambala Sun focus on poetry; 
Angela Mombourquette had the 
dream gig for halifax magazine, at-
tending and writing about intimate 
concerts being staged in houses all 
round Metro while Jon Tattrie 
covers the Cityscape column; Jodi 
DeLong discovers the pulse of 
Meteghan while Sandra Phinney 
ponders cabbage in a well-tilled 
Coastal Life; Jodi also highlights the 
momentary magic that character-
izes spring perennials in Saltscapes, 
while Darcy Rhyno meets Joanne 
MacDonald, one of Canada’s wheel-
chair sports pioneers; Living Healthy 
in Nova Scotia, a partnership between 
Saltscapes and the IWK Foundation, 
featured Alison DeLory peering 
through her microscope at the ex-
panding role of pharmacists while 
Angela Mombourquette discusses 

the interaction between mental and 
physical health, Megan Venner 
highlighted the role early detection 
plays in combating colorectal cancer, 
Donna D’Amour pointed out what 
the hostpital’s doing to humanize the 
setting, and Sandra Phinney ex-
tols the virtues of fish oil; Richard 
Provencher’s poetry appears in 
Other Voices International, The Hudson 
View, marchaprilmay 777 and Paragon 
11 where he was a runner-up in 
their competition; two stories from 
Gordon Grainger – “Hero, Third 
Class” and “The Efficiency Expert” 
– are featured in May and June is-
sues of The Absent Willow Review; 
Ryan Turner’s publication history is 
becoming the stuff of fable, so keep 
your eyes peeled for his latest story, 
“Footnote,” in The New Quarterly; 
though Canada has a well deserved 
rep for excellence in animated kid’s 
series and NFB animation, how are 
we doing with tv animation for 
adults? Philip Moscovitch pores 
over the story boards to look at this 
issue in Canadian Screenwriter; Sarah 
Mian’s latest story, “The Blue House,” 
adds resonant colour to the pages 
of Paragon Journal; In Progress, now 
completely online but  still available 
on glossy pages, Kathleen Martin 
looks at the genius that informs 
the organic work at Breakhouse, 
specialists in branding and public 
relations for innovative businesses, 
while Chris Benjamin notes the 
eco-progress being achieved in the 
office place aided and abetted by 
determined employees and Alison 
Delory looks at how a traditional 
industry can be retooled to meet the 
21st century.

n In the Slip … launch champagne 
bottles exploding! ‘I and I’ is rasta 
talk for ‘you and me.’ I & I (Goose 

Lane Editions) is George Elliott 
Clarke’s title for his latest work 
which grew out of his adolescent 
scribblings. He launched this gothic/
comic-book/blues road poem by 
hitting the pavement from Toronto 
to Montréal to Sherbrooke to New 
Glasgow and Halifax; Bunnies and 
Easter weekend: the perfect match. 
What a propitious launch! As many 
guests to White Point Beach Resort 
know, bunnies – some of the best 
fed and most named – are almost 
synonymous with the lodge …
and now they’re captured in Judy 
Dudar’s debut picture book, I Spy 
a Bunny, with illustrations from 
Richard Rudnicki. The Easter 
weekend launch drew crowds that 
would make a bunny proud, and a 
little black bunny with a white nose 
drew rounds of applause on every 
appearance; Johanna Bertin will set 
sail across the nation with her latest 
release, Don Messer: The Man Behind 
the Music (Goose Lane Editions). 
Johanna adds years of research 
to her personal recollections to 
share the inner complexities of 
the private and unassuming man 
who was ‘owned’ by the people of 
Canada; in April Creative released 
Deannie Sullivan-Fraser’s Johnny 
and the Gipsy Moth, a children’s book 
with illustrations from Hilda Rose; 
Benjamin Books in Rothesay, NB, was 
the site of the exuberantly sunny 
launch for Back to the Beach (Nimbus) 
by Heidi Jardine Stoddart; Reunion 
at Silver Maples concludes Joan 
Cleveland’s ‘Silver’ trilogy: it ‘s 
scheduled to be welcomed to the 
community at Tantallon Library 
on May 3 at 3 p.m.; Earth Day at 
Local Jo’s in Halifax saw the launch 
of Tonja Gunvaldsen Klassen’s 
newest collection of poems, Lean-
to (Gaspereau); after launching 
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Fatted Calf Blues (Turnstone Press) in 
Charlottetown, Steve Mayoff hit the 
road for readings in Montreal and 
Toronto; one of the most imaginative 
launches of the season took place 
in The Ultimate Dojo (home of 
Jimmy’s Gym) next door to Dan’s 
Transmission in Dartmouth: the 
perfect setting to toast Going Fast 
(Goose Lane) by Elaine McCluskey. 
Her latest novel, imbued with 
devastating hilarity, spares no 
punches and is equally rooted in 
the gym and in the newsroom and 
bristles with wanna-be boxers, 
their trainers, sports groupies and 
sports journalists; Katia Canciani 
is a one-woman writing industry: 
she launched her second novel, 178 
seconds (Les Éditions David), at the 
Ouatouais Salon du Livre at the end 
of March before appearing at the 
Salon du livre d’Edmonston and, 
later, de ville de Québec, and she 
looks forward to welcoming two 
new kid’s books, La princess Pop 
Corn and Frédérick le méli-mêlé (both 
from Bayard) this spring; a genius 
for spirited marketing imbues Steve 
Vernon’s approach to the new book. 
His latest, Halifax Haunts: Exploring 
the City’s Spookiest Spaces (Nimbus), 
has occasioned festive recent 
sightings at Carrefour Atlantic 
Emporium and The Frigate Pub in 
Halifax.

n Kudos … pull the tab on the caviar; 
break out the chocolate …! – Only the 
organizers of the Stephen Leacock 
Memorial Medal for Humour would 
have the chutzpah and perverse 
wit to announce the shortlist on 
April 1. But there was no fooling 
that Sheree Fitch’s Kiss the Joy as it 
Flies led this year’s shortlist which 
included William Deverell, Mark 
Leiren-Young, Jack MacLeod and 
Charles Wilkins. All shortlisted 
writers will receive $1,500 with 
the medal winner earning $15,000 

at a ceremony on April 30 in 
Orillia, Leacock’s hometown; Binnie 
Brennan is co-winner of the Quattro 
Books’ Ken Klonsky Novella Contest 
with her manuscript HarbourView. 
As a result, she’s signed a contract 
with the press for the fall release 
of her first published novella; the 
final outcome will be announced 
in Moncton at the beginning of 
May, but among those shortlisted 
for this year’s Atlantic Journalism 
Awards are Janet Larkman in the 
running for Best Editorial cartoon 
(hers appeared in Nova Scotia Policy 
Review – www.policyreview.ca) right 
alongside Bruce MacKinnon of The 
Chronicle Herald and Greg Perry 
of the Telegraph-Journal. Sandra 
Phinney and Eleanor Beaton are 
up for the Best Article – Atlantic 
Magazine category (Sandra for “Full 
Celtic” in Saltscapes; Eleanor for 
“Giving Away The Farm”, also in 
Saltscapes) and in the Best Profile 
Article category (Eleanor for “The 
Book” in Atlantic Business Magazine, 
and Sandra for “Sole to Soul” in 
Saltscapes); Jill MacLean (The Nine 
Lives of Travis Keating, Fitzhenry 
& Whiteside) and Budge Wilson 
(Before Green Gables, Penguin) have 
both been shortlisted for a CLA 
Award. This prestigious recognition 
recognizes a Canadian author of an 
outstanding book which appeals to 
children up to and including age 12.  
The Canadian Library Association 
considered 156 books before reach-
ing a final list of 12. The winner will 
be announced in Montreal at the end 
of May; Carol Little has been nomi-
nated for the Montaigne Medal for 
Hide Your Life Away; each year the 
students at Dalhousie University say 
thanks to teachers who’ve inspired 
them with their dedication and pas-
sion in the classroom: it’s no surprise 
that Lesley Choyce was honoured 
this spring with one, the DSU 

Teaching Award; Sarah Mian with 
“Tributary” and Munju Ravindra 
with “Going Solo” were among those 
shortlisted for this year’s TWUC 
Short Prose Competition; Sarah also 
earned an Honourable Mention in 
the WFNB Literary Competition for 
the Richards Prize. The Atlantic 
Book Awards were presented April 
15: Ian Colford took the Margaret 
and John Savage First Book Award 
for Evidence (Porcupine’s Quill). Up 
Home by Shauntay Grant with 
illustrations from Susan Tooke 
(Nimbus), won the Best Atlantic 
Published Book Award and gar-
nered Susan the Lillian Shepherd 
Memorial Award for Excellence in 
Illustration. Anne Simpson took 
home the Dartmouth Book Award 
for Fiction for her novel Falling 
(McClleland & Stewart). Before Green 
Gables (Penguin) by Budge Wilson 
was the Atlantic Independent 
Booksellers Choice. And William 
Naftel took the Atlantic Book 
Award for Historical Writing for 
Halifax at War: Searchlights, Squadrons 
& Submarines 1939-1945 (Formac). 

n Signed, sealed … on the horizon…! 
– Carol McDougall wrings out 
hours from minutes. How she cor-
ralled enough time from the Read 
to Me program she leads at IWK 
to write a book offers testament 
to her parsimonious ways and is 
endorsement indeed for the Nova 
Scotia Thrift Guide and the con-
tract she’s just signed with Nimbus; 
having taken the H.R. (Bill) Percy 
First Novel prize in the Atlantic 
Writing Competition, it was cause 
for celebration when Sirje Ruus 
signed a contract with Breakwater 
for the publication of Lovesongs of 
Emmanuel Taggart.

n Retirement to flatten panini at her 
eponymously named Chatterbox 
Café in Pugwash hasn’t been the 
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most retiring occupation for Norene 
Smiley. When not painting for 
her exhibition on the South Shore 
scheduled for May, she’s been 
Writer-in-Residence with the Pictou-
Antigonish Library, leading writing 
workshops from Westville to New 
Glasgow since last October, working 
with the PARL Writers’ Groups and 
fanning the flames of perspiring 
poets. In spare moments, she and 
Brenda Jones have collaborated on 
Simon and Catapult Man’s Perilous 
Playground Adventure for ages 2 to 6, 
due out from Nimbus in May.

n Nova Scotia’s Green Party celebrat-
ed Earth Day with an afternoon of 
readings, images and music with con-
tributions from Tonja Gunvaldsen 
Klaassen, Linda Little and Anne 
Simpson, among others.

n Budge Wilson seems to have been 
on the road ever since Before Green 
Gables was conceived. April was no 
different. While in Alberta, she led a 
workshop for the Canadian Authors’ 
Association: Crossing Readership 
Boundaries, Creating Green Gables – 
The Writing Process.

n It’s not every day that kilts and 
bagpipes are supplanted in Nova 
Scotia’s annual Doers & Dreamers’ 
Guide but there … on page 149 …
pumpkins! A colourful Pumpkin 
People display complete with a life-
sized replica of Sandra and Ron 
Lightburn’s The Pumpkin People 
(Nimbus).

n Sally Ross wrote to give 
Federation members news of Félix 
Thibodeau’s passing on March 4, 
10 days short of his hundredth 
birthday. Some may recall that he 
and Edith Comeau Tufts were cel-
ebrated during our Spring Awards 
in 2004, an occasion to honour the 
400th anniversary of the founding of 

Acadie by marking the contributions 
of these pioneering Acadian writers. 
Félix Thibodeau was the first Nova 
Scotian to have published an entire 
work written in Acadian French, 
thus empowering the oral traditions 
that date back to the early settlement 
of Port Royal. Along with his famous 
dialogues, a novel, a history and 
geography of St. Mary’s Bay, he com-
piled a dictionary of the Acadian 
French of St. Mary’s Bay. 

n With Susan Tooke shortlisted 
for the Lillian Shepherd Award for 
Illustration and Shauntay Grant/
Nimbus for Best Atlantic Published 
Book for Up Home, what could be 
more colourfully interactive than 
exhibitions of the work? The Art 
Gallery of Nova Scotia and the 
NS Department of Education are  
offering a series of writing and art 
workshops for young people in the 
North Preston area that focus on 
participants’ notions of their own 
home. An exhibition of the original 
acrylic paintings for Up Home are 
on display in the AGNS’s Education 
Gallery accompanied by a DVD 
presentation of the words narrated 
by Shauntay. It runs to June 14. The 
Black Cultural Centre will host the 
“Up  Home” exhibit throughout 
the summer. For exhibition and 
programming details, check www.
artgalleryofnovascotia.ca. During 
April, The Puffin Gallery, in Hali-
fax’s Historic Properties, hosted 
Susan’s Up Home illustrations and 
those of Frances Wolfe’s The Little 
Toy Shop, which was also shortlisted 
for the Lillian Shepherd Award.

n Shortlisted for the Margaret and 
John Savage First Book Award for 
Bone Cage, GG Award-winning play-
wright Catherine Banks headed up 
to Tatamagouche in April to lead a 
weekend session entitled The Art of 
Beginning Your Art. 

n With Quintet shortlisted for a 
Dartmouth Fiction Award and for 
the Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic 
Fiction Prize, Douglas Arthur 
Brown has been in great demand 
as a teacher to writers in the past 
few months. As well as leading 
workshops at Boularderie School 
for young writers, he was asked to 
be a guest at the Highlander Writers 
Series hosted by Edinboro University 
of Pennsylvania in April, where he 
teamed up with Sheldon Currie. 

n Heddy Johanssen’s poem 
“Midwinter” is part of the League 
of Canadian Poets National 
Poetry Month blog (http://
lcpnationalpoetrymonth2009.
wordpress.com). Indeed, April 
resounded with verse: Deirdre 
Dwyer was reading at the Hope 
for Wildlife Society in early April, 
echoing this year’s chosen theme 
of work inspired by nature with 
offerings from her work-in progress, 
Glooscap’s Children.

n In keeping with works inspired by 
nature, Wilfred Laurier University 
Press is collecting a first anthology 
of Canadian Nature Poems, a survey 
from colonial times to the present, 
including that of Anne Simpson.

n Resource Links has released its 
acclaimed “Best of 2009” list, 
highlighting the most impressive 
books for children and youth for 
the past season. WFNS writers 
included are: Vicki Grant for Res 
Judicata, Jessica Scott Kerrin for 
Martin Bridge: The Sky’s the Limit, 
Sandra and Ron Lightburn for 
The Pumpkin People, Jill MacLean 
for The Nine Lives of Travis Keating, 
and Budge Wilson for Before Green 
Gables. The French-language list 
includes Katia Canciani for both 
Riquili apprend à compter and Riquili 
apprend les voyelles, and Pamela 
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Hickman for both Comment 
se déplacement les animaux? and 
Comment se nourrissent les animaux?

n Hilton McCulley has gifted our 
part of the world with an on-going 
labour of love. Each year, he looks 
at another aspect of Nova Scotia’s 
disappearing written chronicles and 
evanescing records. His most recent 
is a compilation of the diaries of 
Joshua Welsh (1854-1927), severally 
a ship’s cook, a builder of houses, 
public halls, barns, bob sleds, coffins 
and the odd squirrel cage. He sold 
farm products, and never missed 
church on Sunday. A retired teacher 
and an ongoing poet and diarist, 
Hilton lives in Dartmouth.

n This year’s Halifax Poetry Face-
Off, produced by CBC Radio’s 
Peggy Hemsworth, was staged in 
the Windsor Theatre at the Art 
Gallery of Nova Scotia and featured 
a verbally replete roster of Joi N. 
Payne, David Rimmington, Asna 
Adhami, Nanci Lee and Andrew 
Abraham all hosted by past winner 
and CBC host, Shauntay Grant 
with musical accompaniment 
from Old Man Luedecke. When 
the verbal gymnastics concluded, 
Nanci Lee emerged with this year’s 
Halifax crown. At each event held 
in 11 centres across the country, the 
spectators voted for their favourite 
poem, and the winners have gone 
on to the National Poetry Face-Off, 
which aired throughout the end of 
April on CBC Radio-One.

n Sue Goyette has won the 2008 
CBC Literary Award for Poetry. 
It was in the stars. Sue and her 
husband Pete were trying to see 
the Pleiades. The light pollution 
in Halifax drove them further and 
further and later and later until 
they found themselves at the end of 
the road in a nature preserve in the 

middle of the night. Which got Sue 
thinking about looking for darkness 
and the wilderness. “Outskirts” was 
the result. In addition to winning 
the $6,000 Poetry Prize which was 
awarded in Montreal in March, the 
work will be published in enRoute 
magazine and has been broadcast on 
CBC Radio.

n And while we’re in radio land, 
stay tuned for the broadcast of a 
brand new pilot. The Backbenchers, 
produced by Peggy Hemsworth 
in Halifax, is the work of Wendy 
Lill, former MP for Dartmouth 
and award-winning playwright of 
such works as Chimera, Corker, The 
Fighting Days and The Occupation of 
Heather Rose.

n On page 16 in this issue, Eastword 
looks at new developments at 
Roseway Publishing. One of the 
most exciting is the publication of 
Kathleen Tudor’s second novel, 
currently working with the title The 
Common Goal, and projected for 
fall release. Set in the early 1950s, 
it tells the story of Ira and Lydia 
Hardy, both in their 70s, joining 
their neighbours and large family to 
face the challenge of their lives. The 
government has chosen their fishing 
community for the construction of 
a provincial park. The community 
rallies against the plan, encouraged 
by Ira’s gentle and persistent efforts 
and those of his radical daughter Sal, 
home from college to help in the 
protest. Between lively gatherings in 
the family home in Collupy Point, 
Ira tramps across woodlands, picks 
flowers, cuts wood and, when the 
season begins, goes fishing. He and 
his three-year-old granddaughter 
Rosie become close friends, her 
amusing ways relieving the fear in 
his heart. When the first house in the 
village is torn down to make way 
for the park, the community persists 

despite little hope of success.

n Southbrook Vineyards of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake in Ontario 
has launched its limited edition 
and numbered Poetica wines – 
celebrating the words of Canadian 
poets on its labels. Lesley Choyce’s 
poem, “I’m Alive, I Believe in 
Everything,” graces the label of a 
2006 Chardonnay. P.K. Page’s “Planet 
Earth” adorns a 1998 Cabernet 
Merlot (available for $168 a bottle) 
and “A Song of Growth” by Sir 
Charles G.D. Roberts is on the 
1998 Chardonnay. Also featured 
are Gwendolyn MacEwan, Steve 
Venright, bpNichol, Martin Tielli, 
Sarah Slean, and Wendy Morton. 
And what do vinters pay for poetry 
– Lesley received a case of the 2006 
Chardonnay which retails for $50 a 
bottle. Visit www.southbrook.com to 
read the poems.  

New Members
The Directors, members and staff of 
WFNS are delighted to extend the 
warmest welcome, or welcome back!, 
to the following member writers:
Adam Campbell, Jeddore
Andrea Doukas, Halifax
Anna Galeta, Halifax
Derek P. Jones, Clark’s Harbour
Marjorie Anne Kildare, Guysbor-

ough
Veronica Knox, Oxford
Richard Lewis, Wolfville
Clifford Mader, Edmonton, AB
Barbara Meredith, Claresholm, AB
Susan Mersereau, Halifax
Andrea Papan, Halifax
Don Pentz, Pleasantville
Francis Perry, Barrington
Marie Riley, Halifax
Laurence Rutt, Teulon, MB n



Say goodbye to Cdn literary mags?  
Although the Department of Canadian Heritage has 
promised to maintain existing funding levels of $75.5 
million annually for the country’s magazine industry, 
new guidelines for the program could jeopardize the 
continued existence of the country’s vibrant patchwork 
of literary magazines. Magazines with fewer than 5,000 
subscribers would no longer be eligible for support. 
This threatens almost every literary and arts magazine in 
Canada.

The Canadian Periodical Fund replaces two 
programs – the Canadian Magazine Fund and the 
Publications Assistance Fund. CMF was established in 
1999 to contribute towards the production of high-
quality magazines showcasing the diverse work of a wide 
cross-section of Canadian creators. As recently as 2005, 
CMF had the mandate to: support Canadian magazine 
publishers in the creation of Canadian content for 
Canadian readers; assist small publishers with business 
development; and support arts and literary magazines. 

The new program, designed for implementation 
in 2010, and promulgated as an effort to streamline 
operations at Heritage Canada (famed for the glacial 
progress of their approved funds), and tie support of the 
sector to Canadian citizen’s reading choices uses a formula 
based on paid circulation. While literary magazines have, 
typically, in the past received an investment of $15,000 
to $20,000 from the CMF, the revised subscription 
threshold would exclude virtually every literary and arts 
magazine in the country. Discussions continue, and the 
Department is still finalizing the guidelines, but it appears 
certain that some minimum will be maintained within 
the criteria of the new program. n

Stretch your summer writing muscles
The Great Blue Heron Writing Workshop returns 
to Antigonish from June 30 to July 5. Conceived and 
energized by Anne Simpson, this summer writing 
session invites mid-level writers to work in small groups 
led by established senior writers. This year fiction writers 
will be led by Alistair MacLeod or Donna Morrissey, 
with Brian Bartlett rounding up poets, Colleen Murphy 
directing playwrights and Lorri Neilsen Glenn 
offering feedback for writers working on memoir. The 
workshop fee is $525 (includes tuition, catered lunch, 
Saturday barbecue, closing banquet and all coffee breaks).  
Applications are due June 1. For further information visit 
www.stfx.ca/workshops/gbheron 
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A little further up the road in Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, and a week later (July 6 to 10), the Maritime 
Writers Workshop has taken a different approach to 
summer writing. Each day offers a different workshop.  
Writers may spend a day, or spend a week, with single 
sessions running $115, or the whole package, $460. On 
offer are: Fiction with Lee D. Thompson, Dealing with 
the Supernatural with Dale Estey, Dialogue with Natalie 
Dawn Meisner, Life Writing with Beth Powning, and 
Getting Published with Biff Mitchell. All take place on 
the UNB Campus in Fredericton with more information 
and registration offered online at http://extend.unb.ca/
pers_cult/writers/

A little later in the summer – August 15 through 
16 – Sheree Fitch will be leading ‘The Joy of Writing’ at 
the Tatamagouche Centre. This weekend session asks 
participants: “If you had one story to tell, what would it 
be? How would you tell it? Who would it be for?” The 
cost is $325 including meals and accommodation with 
further information available at www.tatacentre.ca n

Read by the Sea turns 10!
If you’ve never sat in one of those gaudily painted, 
sprawling Adirondack chairs that are simply redolent 
of summer, in front of a Victorian gazebo decked with 
patchwork quilts and set with wildflower magic, then 
your last visit to Read by the Sea must have been plagued 
by rain … and you were in the nearby high school gym!  
There’s no better setting in the county for a day with fine 
writers.

Set in motion in 2000 by three River John women, 
aided and abetted by the Pictou-Antigonish Library, 
the Festival has presented Danny McIvor, Sue Goyette, 
Margaret Atwood, Michael Crummy, Alistair MacLeod, 
Camilla Gibb, Herménégilde Chiasson, Carol Bruneau…
as well as some of our finest writers for young readers.  
And this year is no different.

Saturday July 18 will feature Wayson Choy, Shani 
Mootoo and Don Domanski on the “adult” stage, as well 
as in conversation with CBC’s Eleanor Wachtel. During 
the morning, the WorldPlay stage for kids will introduce 
Shane Peacock, Leo Yerxa and Kathleen Martin to their 
intended audiences. Brunch with Eleanor Wachtel is 
Sunday’s morning’s special treat with Ms. Wachtel reading 
from her own work and fielding questions from the 
audience.

Stay tuned to www.readbythesea.ca for 
developments. n


