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Joyce Barkhouse —

n her honours list announced on December 30,

2008, Governor General Michaélle Jean named Joyce
Barkhouse to the Order of Canada for her significant
contribution to Canadian society. Joyce was cited for her
contributions to children’ literature and the Canadian
literary community. Joyce was thrilled, abashedly
conferssing that she had started to write to earn money
for a pair of coveted silk stockings during hard times.

Our beloved Joyce was born Joyce Carmen Killam on
May 3, 1913, in the middle of the Annapolis Valley, the
daughter of a country doctor. She attended a two-room
school in Woodville and went on to Teachers” College
in Truro, returning to the Valley community of Sandhill
(East Aylesford today) to teach in her own one-room
schoolhouse, all grades from one to 11, all subjects. She
did this, full-time, for eight years until she married.

She wrote her first story after her grandfacher
Webster gave her a copy of a Baptist Church paper for
children, The Northern Messenger. Joyce thought she
could write as well, and submitted a short story. It was
accepted and Joyce was paid a munificent $1! She was 19,
and she'd been bitten. She wrote many childrens stories
which were published in a variety of church papers,
and saw her articles in the Family Herald and Weekly
Star, among others. Despite her constant scribbling, she
didnt see her first book, George Dawson: The Little Giant,
published until she was 61 in 1974.

She'd come across an article on Dawson in the
Montreal Gazette and was intrigued. The book grew
out of her observation, “Isnt this scandalous, we know
nothing about him; he should have been in our history
books ... How could this brave, gnome-like, tiny
hunchback who was one of Canada’s greatest geologists
have been forgotten? Once he had been a well-known
hero. Both Dawson City and Dawson Creek were named
in his honour because — on foot, on horseback, by canoe
— he was the first white person to explore and map much
of the interior of British Columbia and all of the Yukon.”

Order of Canada

And shes been singing about our unsung strengths
ever since, helping us to know who we are with Abraham
Gesner, Anna’s Pet (written with her niece, Margaret
Atwood), The Witch of Port Lajoye, A Name for Himself:

A Biography of Thomas Head Raddall, Yesterday’s Children,
Pit Pony and smallest rabbit. Joyce knew that the more we
knew about ourselves, the stronger we would be, and
spent most of her creative life helping us to grow.

Joyce has written eight books, and her articles
and short stories have been published widely in
anthologies, textbooks and magazines in Canada and
the US. For several years she wrote a self-syndicated
column, For Mothers and Others, which appeared in Nova
Scotia weekly newspapers. Most of her writing has been
for young people because she believes that an essential
element of engaging a child’s imagination is the rich
detail to be found in that child’s own neighbourhood.
Her best known book, Pit Pony, which won the
inaugural Ann Connor Brimer Award for Childrens
Literature, has won unanimous praise for its brilliant
evocation of a turn-of-the-century Cape Breton coal
mining community and the Sable Island ponies that
laboured in the mine. Read by children around the
world — from Cape Breton to the Rocky Mountains to
the Australian outback — Joyce’s prize-winning story was
also adapted into a most successful television movie and
weekly series which captivated audiences internationally.
Joyce has recently moved her home and office
to Drumlin Heights in Bridgewater. Her walls are
vibrant with plaques and honours, a picture of Gem,
the Sable Island pony christened by Zoe Lucas, after
Joyce's Pit Pony. Joyces correspondence and reading
continue prodigious, and her zest for life and news of
her Federation, contagious. Her Federated gang extend
warmest best wishes on her latest honour. The Order of
Canada is enlarged greatly with the inclusion of so great
a spirit. ®



Celebrating
Joyce Barkhouse,
O.N.S., C.M. o)

|
Left: Sable Island Gem’s foals

Above: Joyce today, at home in
Bridgewater

Above: with Norene Smiley
at Joyce’s 80th Birthday

party

Right: Summer at Joyce's Joynt
on the Bay of Fundy shore,
circa 1982

Left: Joyce wins the first
ever Ann Connor Brimer
Award, 1991

Right: Joyce with Susan
Kerslake after winning
the CFNS Cultural et
Achievement Award,
1982
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Alistair MacLeod

Atlantic Writers
SPRINGfest! Ahead!

Highlight the first week in May in the brightest spring colours as the Adantic
provinces resound to readings, celebrations, school visits and workshops as
SPRINGfest! blossoms.

Writers nominated for the Hackmartack Childrens Choice Book Awards,
the Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize, the Ann Connor Brimer
Children’s Literature Award, the Adlantic Poetry Prize and the Evelyn
Richardson Non-fiction Award will be flying from Saint John to St. Johns,
Charlottetown to Sydney and all points in between.

The week will culminate with celebratory ceremonies on Friday, May
8 with hundreds of enthused children crowning their favourite writer with
Hackmatack boughs at 11 a.m. at Pier 21, while later in the evening Alistair
MacLeod will be keynote speaker at a St. Mary’s University Gala featuring
this years SPRINGfest! writers.

A flurry of Saturday workshops and a public panel discussion are
scheduled for 1113 Marginal Road, home of the Writers Federation.

The shortlists will be announced publicly at the end of March. Watch
www.writers.ns.ca for the latest developments. m
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Who's doing what

® Racked! — members work
appearing in the alluring array of
mags, rags, journals and e-signals
crossing your editors desk into the
Fed Reference Library (open 9:30
to 4:30 Monday through Friday for
your intrigue and insight): Halifax
magazine has Jon Tattrie exploring
greenwashing — looking beyond the
hype to report on earth-friendly
retailers and passing the news along
to environmentally-committed
Haligonian shoppers; not only

does Sara Jewell-Mattinson live
next door to God but she parlayed
the phenomenon into a story

for The Globe and Mail; Richard
Provencher is proud of a current
rich harvest of publication for his
poems in Creekwalker, The Dublin
Quarterly, Skyline Magazine, Short
Story Library, Word Cagqtlyst Magazine
and Ortawa Arts Review.

® Kudos and a Tip of the Hat! -
Treason is Eswy, book two in The
Warlocks of Talverdin series by K.V.
Johansen, has been nominated for a
2008 Cybil Award for Fantasy and
Science Fiction (young adult). The
Cybils are the childrens and y.a.
Bloggers Literary Awards. Warden of
Greyrock, the next instalment in the
series is due in April; Tim Brushett
earned a study grant from the Nova
Scotia Talent Trust at their last
meeting.

m Floating a flute of Launchpad
champagne! — He's been working
on the story since 1994 when he
happened on the film Le Secret du
Jerome and realized how little he
actually knew about this mystery
in his own community. Fraser
Mooney Jr. is delighted to see his
research culminate in the Nimbus
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release of Jerome: Solving the Mystery
of Nova Scotia’s Silent Castaway;, the
official launch for Katia Canciani's
second novel, 178 seconds (Editions
David), will take place at the Salon
du livre de 'Outaouais at the end of
March. Its the story of an 18-year-
old Québecker, raised by his Dad,
who upon learning an undisclosed
family secret, hits the road and finds
a world he'd never realized existed:
Canadass rich Francophone heritage
in the ROC — Toronto, Thunder Bay,
Saint-Claude, Manitoba, Calgary,
Banff, Vancouver, Yellowknife and...
Liverpool, Nova Scotia; Pottersfield
Press has announced a second book
from Frances Jewel Dickson,

Sea Yarns from the Life of Captain
Matthew Mitchell, scheduled to
embarque in the fall; Anne Louise
MacDonald is steeped in a Cape
Breton family tradition of second
sight. Those roots run deep and
provide a sturdy anchor for her
latest release, Seeing Red, aimed at
young readers in grades 5 to 9 by
KidsCan Press; with her second
novel in what is feeling like eternal
edit, Christy Ann Conlin was
delighted to see her byline join 24
colleagues with a contribution to
Great Expectations: Twenty-Four True
Stories about Childbirth, edited by
Lisa Moore and Dede Crane and
released just before Christmas from
House of Anansi; Silver Donald
Cameron has provided a foreword
to Len Wagg’s photo-collection,
Nova Scotia, due out from Nimbus
in April; Janet McNaughton has
again stepped back in time and

is about to transport us all to the
Orkneys and a time of dragons with
the June release from HarperCollins
of Dragon Seer its been a hundred
years since local boy J.A.D. McCurdy

flew Alexander Graham Bell’s Silver
Dart over the frozen Bras d'Or

Bay hurling Canada precipitously
and fairly bumpily into the age of
aviation. What better timing for
Jocelyn Bethune's Historic Baddeck,
the latest in Nimbuss Images of

the Past series; Mi-Caréme is a
mysterious and joyous celebration
mid-Lent that leavens and adds
levity to an otherwise sombre
season. Sally Ross has just finished
translating George Arsenaults
Acadian Mi-Caréme: Masks and
Merrymaking for Acorn Press. The
French original won the 2008 PEI
Book Award, and we're grateful to
Sally for helping George and Acorn
share a rich and robust tradition; The
Great Maritime Detective: The Exploits
and Adventures of the Notorious
Peachie Carroll is Monica Graham's
latest from Nimbus, due out in

May. Though he was fired, hired
and quit with regularity, police
officer Peachie solved some of the
Maritimes most fascinating crimes at
the turn of the century and proved
himself a hero of Pictou County;
Martine Jacquots latest is a book
for young readers set in her native
Brie champenoise, in northeastern
France. The tale of a little horse
who becomes a hero, Miracle dans

le pré is published by Les Presses

du midi; Mike Parker is renowned
for capturing the oral histories of
Nova Scotia in his many books of
popular history. His latest, Gold Rush
Ghost Towns of Nova Scotia, is set

for release in April by Pottersfield
Press and delves into one of the
provinces best-kept secrets, our three
gold rushes; Carol MacDonald

has been living and breathing and
researching the history of Cape
Breton almost since she started



growing up in Glace Bay. Historic
Glace Bay, due out from Nimbus

in April, is her examination of the
industry and people and way of life
of a community that lived, breathed
and fought coal; Jon Tattrie, whose
byline regularly accompanies
articles for The Chronicle Herald
and Metro, is about to welcome his
novel, Black Snow, a love story set
during the Halifax Explosion, due
for April release from Pottersfield;
writer/illustrator Heidi Jardine
Stoddart will welcome May with
Back To The Beach from Nimbus. An
early book for emerging readers,
this simple and lively story invites
readers to revel in a glorious day

at the beach; though Judy Dudar's
academic articles and reviews have
been published extensively, shes
over the moon that Nimbus will
release her first picture book in
April. I Spy a Bunny, illustrated by
Richard Rudnicki, is set at White
Point Beach on the South Shore and
is a perfect read aloud for young

children.

® Sandra Phinney returned to
school this fall. Working with

Don Parnell to mentor a group of
students from Shelburne Regional
High School, she’s just learned

that the video they collaboratively
created has been judged one of the
top 10 videos in the Racism. Stop
It national video competition. The
kids — Alex Buchanan, Nick Dexcter,
Kayla Boyd, Federico Sella and
Judilee King — called themselves pi
Productions, and set about writing,
rehearsing and filming their video,
Reveal Your Disguise. The 60-second
spot features live action, stop motion
and special effects and original
music composed and performed

by Alex Buchanan with back up
from his pi colleagues. The team
will be flown, all expenses paid, to
Ottawa for the awards ceremony in

March. Based in Yarmouth, Sandra
and Don have been collaborating

on commercial and corporate video
and web projects for several years
as Parnell-Phinney Productions,
with Sandra researching and writing
while Don does the videography,
editing and mixing. Bravo all!

® Ein Platz Fur Fleckil Who knew
that the multi-talented illustrator/
writer Ron Lightburn worked in
Austrian? Not so much ... but his
work does. How Smudge Came,
Nan Gregorys multi-award winning
text with stunningly evocative
illustration from Ron, has just been
published in Austria, with editions
pending in the US, Australia, Japan
and Denmark.

m Philip Moscovitch has been
lancing free with CBC, contributing
such playful squibs to Information
Morning as a look at LEGO
enthusiasts and a chat with a local
retired couple who have invested
thousands of dollars in Kiva, which
encourages world entrepreneurs to
develop board games. He's recently
taken on a directorship with the
Halifax Regional Library Board.

m The Pop et Frye series is a new
initiative from the ever innovative
folks at Moncton’s Frye Fest this
year. One of the headlines of this
offering that features regional
experts presenting funny and
original takes on pop culture was
Anne Emery who, as is happens,
grew up in Moncton. “Writers are
advised to write about what they
know, to make stories believable
and realistic. But what is believable?
What is realistic?” mused Emery.
“During my short time as a writer,
and during the much longer time I
have been alive, I have had the same
experience as everyboy else: that is,
I've encountered all kinds of ‘reality

that would never be believable as
fiction!” Anne’s debut novel Sign of
the Cross won the Arthur Ellis Award
for Best First Novel, and has been
followed by Obit and Barrington
Street Blues. Cecilian Vespers is

scheduled for fall.

® When Lesley Choyce founded
Pottersfield Press in 1978, partly

in response to his disenchantment
with mainstream publishers’ efforts
to recognize, publish and promote
strong writing voices being heard
outside of Central Canada, he
succeeded in offering a platform to
a vibrant assembly of writers. The
first issue of Pottersfield Portfolio
included Farley Mowat, Joseph
Sherman, Fred Cogswell, Elizabeth
Jones, HR. Percy, Gregory Cook,
Christopher Heide, Frank Ledwell,
Harry Thurston, Harold Horwood,
Fraser Sutherland, John Bell, Susan
Kerslake, donalee Moulton and
Spider Robinson. Lesleys still at it:
last summer, he sent a letter inviting
some of the best minds and hearts
in the region to present their vision
of possible futures for this region.
Nova Scotia: Visions of the Future,
edited by Choyce, will appear in
May and among the visionaries

of renewal are Marq de Villiers,
Richard Zurawski, Budge Wilson,
Alan Wilson, Carol Bruneau, Joan
Baxter, Steven Laffoley, Chris
Benjamin, Jim Lotz, and Harry
Thurston, among others.

m Where has the time gone? It was
20 years ago when Random House
paired Sheree Fitch with Michele
Nidenoff for the enchanting, lip-
slippery rhymer about night-time
dragon terrors Priscilla, Fagan and
Beelzebub, Sleeping Dragons All
Around. An award-winning best
seller when it was first published,
Sleeping Dragons is back to spark
the imaginations of a whole new
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generation worried about things that go bump in the
night, courtesy Nimbus Publishing ... who have also just
released Sheree in French! Kisses, Kisses, Baby-0!, the first
Atlantic Canadian board book for babies, commissioned
by the IWK Read to Me program in concert with the
Nova Scotia Teachers Union, has proven so successful
that a French version — Bisous Bisous Bébé-O — has

just been released for inclusion in all newborn baby
bookbags for families requesting French-language books.

New Members

The Directors, members and staff of WENS are delighted
to extend the warmest welcome — or welcome back! - to
the following member writers:

Meg Baird, Halifax

John Bell, Ottawa

Sophia Blom, Halifax

Grace Burtt-Dykstra, Cheverie
Gary Chisholm, Pictou

Susan Church, Halifax
Christine Comeau, Halifax
Lynn Davidson, Wolfville
Solange DeVane, Halifax
Cecelia Driscoll, Halifax
Roger Field, Fergusons Cove
Colleen Gareau, Halifax

J. Michael Gauthier, Halifax
Lynn Henderson, Lakeside
Rita Kindl-Myers, Halifax
Catherine Lambert, Musquodoboit Harbour
Michael Lejeune, Halifax
Joanne Light, Cornwallis
Chad Lucas, Lower Sackville
Sarah Mah-Fraser, Dartmouth
Aﬂyson Marsh, Halifax

J. Fraser Mooney, Jr., Yarmouth
Ken Munro, Halifax

Wilma Olive, Bedford
Veronica Richards, Amherst
Heather Schellinck, Halifax
Richard Starr, Dartmouth
Samantha Sternberg, Halifax
Liane Tanguay, Wolfville
Heather Taylor, Dartmouth
Ceci A. Thomson, Wolfville
Maryvonne Walsh, Halifax
Nancy Young, North Sydney m
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ReMEMBERIng Ours

In Memoriam
Hilary Thompson (1944-2009)

She was known for her passionate love of literature for
children but few knew the accomplished poet, gifted

playwright and accomplished short story writer. Her
students at Acadia, where she taught children’s literature
and theatre since the late 1970s, adored her and her
fierce championing of the innate creativity and resiliency
of children. Many aspiring teachers have experienced
her skills and rich experience with games of all kinds

to encourage childrens imaginative explorations. Her
articles on Canadian childrens literature were published
widely, Lancelot published her childrens stories, Warm is
a Circle, in 1979 and Fiddlehead Poetry Books her poetry
collection, Only So Far, in 1982. A long-time member

of WENS, she was much in demand in the early days of
Writers in the Schools, traveled Nova Scotia with Joyce
Barkhouse for the Books in Motion program and placed
in the Atlantic Writing Competition. She was ever a
supporter and advocate for fine writing and writers in
this region, and this country.

A long-time resident of the North Mountain in the
Annapolis Velly, Hilary was born in Yorkshire, England,
and grew up in Scotland. She passed away at home
surrounded by her family on Tuesday, February 10, 2009,
and is survived by her loving husband, Raymond, her
sons Gareth and Gawen and daughter Katharine and
their families.

Hilary once said of herself that she “inhabited many
mansions,” and we thank her for filling every single room
of every single mansion with joy and sharing it all with
us, her friends. m



The Susan B sets sail at PARL

The good folks at the Pictou
Antigonish Regional Library have
done it again. Ever at the cutting edge,
they've commissioned and launched
their first ever animated e-book,
Lobster Fishing on the Susan B.

Chief Librarian Eric Stackhouse
cobbled together a lively partership
between the Library, the River John
CAP site, and Nova Scotia Economic
Development and Rural Affairs that
made it possible for him to draw

together the creative team of writer
Maureen Hull (whos worked many
years on the family lobster boat),
illustrator Brenda Jones, narrator Joan
MacKeighan, and library staffers Fern
MacDonald and David Carlson who
provided the animation and web

design.

The remarkable result, which
draws on the traditional roots of the River John community, was officially launched with a full house in the River John
Library on January 16. A pot of lobster chowder was bubbling away. Despite a snow day that cancelled school, the
warm and lively space brimmed over with excited children, lobster games and activities.

Lobster Fishing on the Susan B may be seen, read and heard around the world at www.parl.ns.ca/ebooks/ebooks.asp

Photo: M. Jones
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Kathy Stinson and Peter Carver

2009 Carver/Stinson
Retreat/Workshop

For the fourth year in a row, Kathy Stinson and Peter
Carver are inviting writers to apply for the five-day
writing retreat and workshop at their newly refurbished
farmhouse property near Port Joli on the spectacular
South Shore of Nova Scotia. This year, the workshop will
be held September 13 to 19. Plan to join fellow writers
there for an exciting and fulfilling creative experience.

During the week, you'll have the opportunity to
indulge in daily private writing time, participate in
workshops with fellow writers, and get feedback from
Peter Carver and Kathy Stinson on your work — as well
as explore one of the most exhilarating pieces of seashore
in eastern Canada.

Kathy has more than 30 book titles to her credit,
which include young adult fiction, novels for middle
readers, picture books, non-fiction, and stories in
magazines. Peter, the childrens book editor for Red
Deer Press and a teacher of writing for George Brown
College, won the Claude Aubry Award in 2007 for
his distinguished contributions to the field of childrens
literature.

Cost for the workshop is $950, which covers
accommodation and food, as well as workshop fee.
Deadline for applications, which are available on
Kathy Stinsons website, is April 30. For more details
on this unique and stimulating experience, go to www.
kathystinson.com /writing-retreat-workshop.htm m
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ePRESSed -

featuring members’ books available only online

Seven Crows a Secret

E.A. Morgan

(www.justrightpages.com, $29.95)

In Seven Crows a Secret, Betty Morgan
reveals the fun, the pain, the growth,

the warmth and the emotions of

four generations of the ordinary, yet
extraordinary, women in her family.
With wit and wisdom, Betty walks in the
shoes of her ancestors through a rich tapestry of moments
and memories. Now married and with grown children

of her own, E.A. (Betty) Morgan resides happily in Port
Williams with her husband, Jack.

Hide Your Life Away

Carol Little

Meanwhile studios, 2008, $12.99,

ISBN: 978-0973997118 www.amazon.com
Thirty-two year old Jason Mahoney is

a commitment-phobic grocery store
clerk who finds himself at an inevitable
crossroads. He cant understand what
cashier Debra Springer could possibly
see in a lazy, unkempt, stock boy like him, but she wants
him. Bad. And she wants the whole deal: marriage and
kids. Hide Your Life Away is a satirical, fast food, weekend
romp that might just end up with a trip down the aisle.
Carol Little received a PEI Council of the Arts grant to
work with an editor, a photographer, and book designer
to produce this book, her first novel.

From Port Williams to Paradise

Paulette Whitman, 2008

To buy the book contact Paulette Whitman at
902-584-3036, or e-mail
paulette.whitman@ns.sympatico.ca

This memoir is made up of Paulette
Whitman’s personal writing, as well as
photos and companion poems written
by her mother and daughter. The book is arranged
thematically, exploring relationships and journeys of
discovery. The author of numerous collaborative and
scholarly works, Paulette lives in Paradise, Nova Scotia,
with her husband and continues to write poetry.

From Porr Williams ro Paradise
Frim Gandlamghie 7 (rud s

Correction: In our last issue, the website link to Richard
and Esther Provencher’s book, Footprints, should have

read: htp://www.synergebooks.com/ebook_footprints.
heml



IMPRESSed — new tities by WFNS members

Criniére au vent

2. Un camp mystére...

: ——
Criniere au vent: Un camp mystére

Katia Canciani

Editions Hurtubise HMH, 2008, $9.95
ISBN 978-2-89647-125-6.

Dans le premier tome de la série
Criniére au vent Si j’avais un poney. ..,
Sonia d'Or, une passionnée des
chevaux, voyait un de ses réves les
plus chers se réaliser. Un matin, elle
recoit une lettre lui confirmant sa
participation a un camp “prépayé” ...
Deux semaines, au Centre équestre
olympique de Bromont? Qui a bien
pu lui offrir un tel cadeau? Sa mere
et son frere ne semblent étre au
courant de rien. Tout en vivant les
premiers apprentissages palpitants
du monde de l'équitation, Sonia et
ses camarades tenteront de résoudre
I'énigme de ce camp pour le moins
mystere ...

Née au Québec, Katia Canciani
habite maintenant en Nouvelle-
Ecosse. Son premier roman pour
adultes, Un jardin en Espagne (Retour
au Généralife), était lancé en mars
2006 aux Editions David.

| Spy A Bunny

Judy Dudar
illustrated by Richard Rudnicki

Nimbus, 2009, $17.95
ISBN 978-1551097008

Mandy and her Aunt Carla are
spending the day at Nova Scotia’s
White Point Beach, playing I Spy,
but Mandy cant see the white-nosed
bunny Aunt Carla spies! On each
page, Mandy sees another beautiful
part of White Point. There are
surfers out in the water, families
playing on the beach, big rocks to
climb and colourful chairs to relax
in. Mandy spies white in the waves,
in the sand, in the lighthouse, and
even in a chickadee — and just
before she snuggles into Aunt Carla
for a nap, she finally sees the little
black bunny with a white nose.

Judy Dudar has a PhD in English
Literature and has taught at all
levels, from preschool to university.
She has published academic articles,
book reviews and magazine articles.
Judy lives in Halifax.

Halifax artist Richard Rudnicki
is the illustrator of Gracie, the Public
Gardens Duck (Nimbus).

K.\./Johansen

MAART

Warden of Greyrock
The Warlocks of Talverdin: Book Three

K.V. Johansen

Orca Book Publishers, 2009, $9.95
ISBN 9781554690053

Maurey, the half human, half
Nightwalker Warden of Greyrock,
and Annot, the Baroness of Oakhold,
have settled in Greyrock Castle, but
those who still hate and fear the
Nightwalkers threaten to destroy all
they've worked for. While Maurey
hunts for two outlaws who may
guard an ancient secret, his liegeman
Korby begins to uncover the truth
about the cult of the Yehillon.
Captured by the Yehillon, Annot
struggles to survive and escape. A
terrible choice lies before Maurey.
If he abandons his defence of the
border to save Annot, all Talverdin
may fall as the Yehillon finally carry
out a plan to wipe the warlocks
from the face of the earth.

K.V. Johansen is the author of
numerous YA books and of the non-
fiction book, Quests and Kingdoms:
An Adult’s Guide to Children’s Fantasy
Literature. She lives in Sackville,
New Brunswick.
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Seeing Red
Anne Louise MacDonald

Kids Can Press, $18.05 hc; $8.95 paper
hardcover ISBN 978-1-55453-291-9
paperback ISBN 978-1-55453-292-6

Frankie Uccello seems like just
any 14-year-old boy. Everything he
does turns out average. Even when
he has recurring dreams of flying,
his father tells him at least one in
three people do, too. Hes perfectly
normal, normal, normal. Or is he?
When Frankie discovers something
ominous about his dreams — that
he can dream the future, especially
when something bad is about to
happen — he realizes he might be
special, after all. One night Frankie
dreams his best friend, Tim, falls
from a horse. Something about the
dream doesnt fit, and that something
is Weird Maura-Lee, one of three
people Frankie avoids like the
plague. Maura-Lee can read minds,
and she seems to be reading his.

Anne Louise MacDonald is
the author of three picture books
and the YA novel The Ghost Horse
of Meadow Green. She lives in
Antigonish with her husband, a
giant goat and two horses.
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IMAGES of owr Past

CaroLE MacDoNALD

Historic Glace Bay
Carole MacDonald

Nimbus, April 2009, $19.95
ISBN 978-1551096896

The history of Glace Bay is
intimately linked with the
development of its coal mines. In
this Images of our Past series book,
Carole MacDonald examines coal as
the fuel used to build and maintain
Glace Bay and its inhabitants. Poor
working conditions, irregular
employment, and companies set

on increasing their profits at the
expense of the miners are all
documented. Historic Glace Bay also
covers the lives of notable residents,

housing, hospitals, churches, schools,

transportation, sports, and the

communitys contribution to the arts.

Carole MacDonald was brought
up in Glace Bay and now lives in
Halifax. This is her first book.

5% stenias by » s

Fatted Calf Blues

Steven Mayoff

Turnstone, April 2009, $19
ISBN: 978-0888013415

Fatted Calf Blues is Steven Mayoff’s
debut collection of short stories. In
“Forgiveness,” an encounter with a
hawk on a beach causes a suicidal
man to reflect on forgiveness versus
the weight of the stones in his
pockets. In “New Glasgow Kiss,”
an ex-con {lies across the ocean in
the hope of reconciling with his
estranged daughter. In “The Bridge
by Moonlight,” a woman mourns her
dead son and struggles to understand
the depth of her daughter-in-law’s
grief. Many stories in this collection
have appeared in literary journals.
In 2008, Stevens anuscript, Des-
tinations and Departures, was chosen
from 5,000 entries to be a Top-100
semi-finalist in the Amazon.com
Breakout Novel Award. His poetry
chapbook, Fridge Magnet Cycle, will
be published by Mercutio Press. Ste-
ven was born in Montreal and now
lives in Ellerslie, PEIL His fiction and
poetry have appeared in publications
in Canada, Algeria, France, Ireland,
and the US.



Elaine McCluskey

GOING FAST

Going Fast

Elaine McCluskey

Goose Lane Editions, 2008, $22.95
ISBN 9780864925251

In this punchy, uproarious romp

of a novel, the Halifax boxing
world — peopled with has-beens,
wannabes, and posers dressed in
spandex, leopard prints, and tie-dye
— touches gloves with the colourful
world of sports reporting. Enter a
cast of misfits — Turmoil Davies, an
enigmatic Trinidadian heavyweight;
Ownie Flanagan, an old-school
trainer who scans the obituaries

for odd names and trains men with
more ambition than talent; and Scott
MacDonald, a journalist assigned

to the boxing beat. With a wicked
sense of humour, Elaine McCluskey
conjures a larger-than-life world
where turf is defended with

klutzy bravado down to the final,
unpredictable 10-count.

Elaine McCluskey grew up in a
boxing household. Her debut short
story collection, The Watermelon
Social, was published in 2008 by
Gaspereau Press.

FRASER MOONEY JR.

Jerome: Solving the Mystery of Nova
Scotia’s Silent Castaway

Fraser Mooney Jr.

Nimbus, 2008, $17.95
ISBN 978-1551096865

Jerome was the name given to the
nearly dead, legless stranger who
washed up on a Digby Neck beach
in 1863. During the next 50 years,
Jerome spoke only a few words and
never revealed his identity. Author
Fraser Mooney Jr. embarked on a
10-year investigation to find the
remarkable truth about Jerome.
Using newspaper articles, historic
documents, and interviews, Mooney
explores and dispels the myths

that have long been associated

with Jerome and provides amazing
detail about his life on Digby Neck.
Mooney discovers the truth behind
the identity of the anonymous,
mutilated man who took his secret
to the grave.

Fraser Mooney Jr. is a journalist,
communications professional,
accomplished public speaker, and
award-winning cartoonist who lives
in Yarmouth.

Cracking the
Theft Rings

The Story of a Cop at the Port of Halifax

| Billy Taylor

with Andrew Safer

Cracking the Theft Rings:
The Story of a cop at the Port of
Halifax

Billy Taylor with Andrew Safer

Frontlist Publishing, 2008, $15.50
ISBN 978-0-7795-0254-7

Penetrating organized theft rings at
the Port of Halifax was job number
one for Billy Taylor during his
31-year police career. Stevedores
carted off whole gutted pigs, cargo
watchmen and their buddies lifted
everything from copper ingots
to shoes, and cops made off with
clothing, plywood and anything that
could be written off as damaged
goods. Most waterfront workers and
cops didnt like him, but they didnt
cross him either. Taylor, a former
wrestler, was a streetwise tough guy.
Its alcoholism that nearly finished
him off.

Billy Taylor, 76, was a cop at
the Port of Halifax for 31 years,
a wrestler, wrestling referee, and
private investigator. Now retired,
Billy lives in Lower Sackville.

Andrew Safer is a writer and
communications consultant who
recently moved from Dartmouth, NS,
to St. John's, Newfoundland.
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ALFRED SILVER

EULALIE

LA DEPORTATION COMME JAMAIS RACONTEE

Eulalie

Alfred Silver
traduit par Julien Béliveau et Andrée
Villemaire

Editions du Carre, 2008, $29.95
ISBN 978-2-923335-17-9

La déportation des acadiens se
résume trop souvent a l'idylle fleur
bleue entre Evangéline et Gabriel,
avec son dénouement romantique
alors quiil pousse son dernier
soupir dans les bras de sa promise
retrouvée. La réalité fut autrement
plus cruelle.

Encore adolescente, Eulalie sera
emportée dans le tourbillon de ce
conflit. Alertée par un déserteur
britannique qui deviendra son
mari, elle réussira d'abord a senfuir
vers le campement du légendaire
Beausoleil sur le Petitcodiac. Elle sera
déportée vers Boston ou elle subira
le sort inhumaine I'époque réservait
3 une jolie jeune femme soumise a
un quasi-esclavage. Rejointe par son
conjoint, elle suffira avec lui vers la
Louisiane pour y établir la nouvelle
Acadie. Mais le sort en décidera
autrement.

Alfred Silver vit depuis une
dizaine d’années sur une petite ferme
d’Ardoise.
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Airican Heritage
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~ B OOK
Maritime Edition

" CRAIG MARSHALL SMITH

S S

Ultimate African Heritage Quiz Book,
Maritime Edition

Craig Smith

Nimbus, 2008, $10.95
ISBN 978-1-55109-683-4

The Ultimate African Heritage Quiz
Book is packed with more than 250
trivia questions about Canadians of
African heritage, with a strong focus
on the history and culture of black
Nova Scotians. Trivia buffs will love
the diverse range of questions and
photos featuring notable black sports
stars, literary figures, civil rights
leaders and historic events.

Craig Marshall Smith is a
diversity policing analyst for
the RCMP. Prior to his career in
policing, Craig spent 12 years as a
youth worker for the Halifax North
Memorial Public Library. He is still
actively involved in community
outreach programs and is a frequent
guest speaker and presenter on
youth and African Canadian issues.
Craig is the author of You Had
Better Be White by 6 A.M., a history
of blacks in the RCMP, and Journey:
African Canadian History Study Guide.
He lives in Yarmouth.

We Generation

Raising Socially Responsible Kids

SAFE FOR THEIR OMN GO0D

MICHAEL UNGAR, s

LN

We Generation:
Raising Socially Responsible Kids

Michael Ungar

McClelland & Stewart, 2009, $19.99
ISBN 978-0771087134

As youth culture seems to grow
more self-centred and obsessed
with “me.” Michael Ungar shows
that children today are as willing

as ever to think ‘we.” Given the
right signals, and some important
changes to the homes we live in,
our schools and communities, kids
will seek out close connections with
the adults in their lives. Combining
inspiring stories from his work
with families and children, with
expert research, Ungar reveals how
the close connections kids crave,
and the support adults provide, can
help kids realize their full potential
and can also protect them from the
dangers of delinquency, whether

it be drug abuse, violence, or early
sexual activity.

Michael Ungar runs a private
practice and is a professor at the
School of Social Work at Dalhousie
University. His books include Too
safe for their own good: How risk and
responsibility help teens thrive and
Playing at Being Bad: The hidden
restlience of troubled teens.



Federation builders

o many of you give so much, so selflessly, simply to ensure the health and vitality of your Federation. As our

membership and programs have grown (like Topsy!), so too have your contributions of time, energy, sweat and
financial support. We are humbled by your thoughtfulness and so, so thankful for all that you do. This past year, the
Atlantic Book Festival, the Open Houses, the Gala and all of our readings and special events couldnt have happened
without your help with everything from setting up to tearing down venues, promoting events, greeting visiting writers
— ferrying them from the airport, minding them at their readings, even feeding them. You presented prizes, welcomed
guests, represented the Fed at national meetings, contributed goods — many of them hand-crafted — to the Silly Silent
Auction ... and then you even bid on all the splendid array. You taxed your intelligence at Fed Mailing ‘B's, helped
sort out the library, spent more than 3,500 hours collectively reading for our book prizes and for the Atlantic Writing
Competition ... all anonymously with no public recognition whatsoever and within our munificent budget of $0.00!
You provided leadership, mentorship, professional counsel and expertise within the community.

We’d also like to thank our extended broader community — the good folks who people our public library system
with such vibrancy and resolution, particularly those with whom we work so closely in the Pictou-Antigonish,
Annapolis Valley, South Shore, Strait and Halifax regions — who offer roofs for our Rural Writers, feedback for our
programs, venues for our readings, even commission books — thanks Eric Stackhouse and gang! Our neighbours at the
Cultural Federations offer not only collegial support, but work collectively to better the circumstances of all working
artists in Nova Scotia ... and are a powerhouse of energy and information. Thank you to Genevieve Latour, External
Communications Manager, Atlantic, at Canada Post for her enthusiastic support for our WITS Books initiative which
enhances our Writers in the Schools program by providing schools with free copies of visiting authors’ books. Tom
Raddall Jr. continues, despite alarming economic times, with his fierce determination to provide essential time to a
writer by continuing to build the endowment that funds the Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize, the largest
literary prize in Atantic Canada which, at $15,000, affords a writer with the respect and wherewithal to write for a

time, free from financial worry.

With far-reaching vision, you invest in the Fed’s future, while also passionately supporting our current programs.
You take what you've gained from your experiences with the Writers Federation and you give it back to your
fellow writers. And for that we, and your fellow members, thank you from the bottom of our collective literary heart.
As we head to our print deadline, those who have dug into their pockets to assist this past year are:

Don Aker
Margaret Angus
Susan Atkinson
Catherine Banks
Joyce Barkhouse
Janet Barkhouse
Marcia Barss

Brian Bartlett

Jane Baskwill
Michael Bawtree
Joan Baxter

Blair Beed

Sophie Bérubé
Jocelyn Bethune
Carol Ann Boland
Mark Bolton

Tyne Brown
Douglas Arthur Brown

Carol Bruneau
Timothy Brushett

Jill Bryant

Jane Buss

Marc Butler

Jonathan & Lindee Campbell
Rhonda Church
Ethel Clark

Shirley Clarke
George Elliott Clarke
Joan Cleveland

Jan Coates

Carol Ann Cole

Ian Colford

Barbara Ann Collins
Ginger B. Collins
Sheri Collyer
Krysten Collyer

Madeline Comeau
Valerie Compton
Mary Jane Copps
Lesley Crewe

Brian Cuthertson
Donna D’Amour
Gwen Davies
William Dawson
Marq de Villiers
Jodi DeLong
Cyndy d'Entremont
Frances Dickson
Debby Dobson
Kristin Domm
Rosemary Drisdelle
Ann Dulhanty
Hannah Dunleavy
Sandra Dunn

Deirdre Dwyer
Ruth Edgett
Donald Eldon
Anne Emery
Anne Esslinger
Alyda Faber
M. James Faulkner
Jane Finlay-Young
Sheree Fitch
Regina Fitzgerald
Cindy French
Susan Garcia
Heather Gibson
Colleen Gillis
Joyce Glasner
Shirley Godfrey
Sue Goyette
Monica Graham
continued on page 14
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Ann Graham Walker
Vicki Grant

Daphne Greer
Sylvia Gunnery

Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen

Shirley Ann Hallee
Jacqueline Halsey
Sylvia Hamilton
Alex Handyside

Don Hannah

Lisa Harrington
Renée Hartleib
Jennifer Hatt

Veryan Haysom
Karla Henderson
Michael Hennessey
Pamela Hickman
Christina Hilchie
Deborah Hodge

Fred Ted Hollett
Joanne Jefferson
Leslie Jenkins

Sara Jewell-Mattinson
Carol Johnstone
Ryan Kamperman
Karen Kelloway
Anne Kelly

Jessica Kerrin

Susan Kerslake

Anna Kerz

Stephen Kimber
Claudia Kingston
Kim Kinrade
Mariolina Koller-Fanconi
Carole Langille

Janet Larkman

Nanci Lee

Veronica Leonard
Kathy Diane Leveille
Wendy Lill

Christine Lindsay
Linda Little
Rose-Marie Lohnes-Hirtle
Bosko Loncarevic

Jim Lotz

Zoe Lucas

Kathleen MacConnell
Hugh MacDonald
Ron Foley MacDonald
Donna MacDougall
Paul MacDougall
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Angus MacIntyre
Virginia Maclsaac
Theresa MacLean
Jill MacLean

Sue MacLeod

Julie K. MacManus
Norma Jean MacPhee
Julia MacQuarrie
Steven Gerard Malone
Sylvia Mangalam
Rowland Marshall
Sheila Martel
Evelyn McCall
Carol McDougall
Ami Mckay

Bill McKinnon
Susan McMaster
Janet McNaughton
Keith McPhail
Heather Mead
Judith Meyrick
Faye Mingo
Catherine Mitchell
Susan Moran

Carol Moreira

Peter Moreira
Sheila Morrison
Donalee Moulton
Paddy Muir
Margorie Nams
Lorri Neilsen Glenn
Sue Newhook
Linda Nicholl
David Nicholl
Sandra Oakley-Andrews
Cathryn Onyett
Sharon Palermo
Ken Parson

Joan Payzant
Dorothy Perkyns
Sandra Phinney
Faith Piccolo

E. Alex Pierce
Margaret Pﬂkey
Dennis Praest
Richard Provencher
Heather Pyrcz

Thomas Head Raddall, Jr.

Sherry Ramsey
Jodi Reid

Sally Ross

Philip Roy

Don Roy

James Ruddy
Patricia Sarratt

Pete Sarsfield

Gary Saunders
Genevieve Sawchyn
Lynn Sawyer
Claudia Schibler
Eleonore Schonmaier
Madeline Schreiber
Don Sedgewick
Susan Sellers-Bain
Barbara Silburt
Alfred Silver
Norene Smiley
Thea Smith

Valerie Spencer
Jennifer Stone

Julia Strong
Michelle Tatlock
Carla Taylor
Joanne Taylor
Hilary Thompson
Chris Turnbull
Michael Ungar
Jo-Ann van Vulpen
Jim and Elizabeth Venart
Steve Vernon
Andrew Wainwright
Nancy Waldman
Alice Walsh

David Weagle
Abra Whidden
Gyan Wilder
Diane Wile-Brumm
Jim Williams
Budge Wilson

Alan Wilson

David Wimsett
Robert Wolf
Frances Wolfe

Jody Wood
Woozles Books
Linda Yates

Jo Ann Yhard
Wenda Young

Paul Zann

Susan Zettell m



Markets, etc.

The Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia
does not necessarily endorse the markets
or competitions listed here. Please make
every effort to check any market or
competition before submitting material.
Read several issues of the magazine first
before submitting material. Publishers
usually sell single, sample copies and you
can check their websites for back issues
and writers’ guidelines. Check your local
library for public access computers.

m CV2: Contemporary Verse 2:
The Canadian Journal of Poetry
and Critical Writing, 207-100
Arthur St,, Winnipeg, MB R3B 1H3
(www.contemporaryverse2.ca/) A
quarterly that publishes poetry
and critical writing about poetry,
including interviews, articles,
essays, and reviews. Publishes
emerging and established poets.
The writing reflects a diversity
representing a range of social and
cultural experience along with
literary excellence. The summer
issue is The Green Issue: deadline
for poetry April 8 — will include
essays, poetry and more on the
possible relationships of poetry
and saving the planet. Submissions
of essays with accompanying
selection of poetry, reviews,
articles and individual selections of
poetry related to this topic will be
considered for this issue. The Fall
2009 issue is an open issue with no
particular theme, deadline is July 15.

® Descant: PO Box 314 Stn P,
Toronto, ON M5S 2S8. (www.
descant.ca) The quarterly is looking
for special submissions for a themed
issue: Writers in Prison, deadline
July 1. “Descant aims to further and
challenge the discourse on the nature
of the prison, confinement and exile.
We want to hear and know the
voices, the rthythms and the shapes

of captivity, the histories, contexts
and politics of this particular social
exile especially by those who have
been directly affected by the prison
system.” Details on website.

m Lake: A Journal of Arts and
Environment: Dept. of Creative
Studies, University of British
Columbia Okanagan, 3333
University Way, Kelowna, BC V1V
1V7 (hup://lakejournal.ca) Publishes
fiction, poetry, critical essays,
interviews, reviews and visual arts
related to the environment. Looking
for invigorating, controversial

and meditative works about our
relation to the natural world.

The word “environment is used
broadly to emphasize natural and
biological environments but also
our geographical, social, economic,
urban and cultural environments
as they relate to the natural world.
“Arts” includes literature, film,
photography, painting, sculpture,
performance, and new media.
Magazines focus is on the art that is
concerned about the natural world,
although it is deeply interested

in ecological issues and will from
time to time feature ecological
investigations that are of literary
quality. Publishes twice a year.

® Tin House: PO Box 10500,
Portland, OR 97210 (www.tinhouse.
com/mag_home htm) Accepts online
submissions. Reads ms between
September 1 and May 31. Submit
only one story or essay (10,000-word
limit), or up to five poems at a

time. Tries to respond within three
months.

m The Kings English: (www.
comcast.net/~wapshot/fall08/
submithtml) accepts novellae,

personal essays, short book reviews.
Pays $20/story or essay, $10/review,
$10/poem (maximum of $20/poet
per issue)

m Midway Journal: PO Box

14499, St. Paul, MN 55114 (www.
midwayjournal.com) “accepts
submissions of aesthetically
ambitious work that occupies the
realms between both the traditional
and the experimental” Accepts ms
between December and June.

m Scroll Magazine: (www.
scrollmagazine.com) features in-
depth articles on concepts and
practice for web professionals,
interviews with leading industry
thinkers, book reviews, and more.
Paying market.

m Kayak - Canadas History
Magazine for Kids (www.
historysociety.ca/kayak /default.
aspx) Meant to be both educational
and entertaining. Canada’s
fascinating history is brought to
life for kids ages 7 to 11 through
illustrated feature stories, articles on
contemporary Canadian celebrities,
original comics, games, jokes and
contests. Not accepting queries or
unsolicited articles but if you have
experience writing for children in
this age-range and are interested in
contributing to Kayak, send your
CV and samples of your published
work to the editor. Published six
times a year. Each issue is 34 pages
so articles tend to be short, runs 2
feature stories (1 fiction and 1 non-
fiction) of about 1,000 words each.
Also articles ranging from 200 to
350 words. Pays 35 cents a word on
publication.
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m Literary Traveler: (www literarytraveler.com) An
online publication that provides informative travel
writing featuring writers and the places that they have
traveled. Seeking articles that capture the literary
imagination. Detailed guidelines on website — click on
“contact us’. Says they pay for submissions, but doesnt
mention how much.

® Barnwood: 4604 47th Ave S, Seattle, WA 98118-1824
(web.mac.com/tomkoontz/Site_3/Mag huml) “A feast of
some of the best new poetry, served online ... Granting
the criterion of high artistic quality, the editor strives for
an eclectic taste, asking poets to show readers what can
be done in the art, and offering a collection of poems
that demonstrates a wide range of artistic purposes and
aesthetic effects.” Pays $25 per poem.

m Short Story: PO Box 50567, Columbia, SC 29250
(www .shortstoryreview.org Publishes twice a year.
Welcomes short stories (does not accept personal essays,
poetry or literary criticisms) of 1,000 to 7,000 words
between August 1 and February 29. Apparently a paying
market but rates not mentioned on website.

Contests

® CV2 The Annual 2-Day Poem Contest: “Register for
CV2’s 2-day Poem Contest now! We'll get things going
on April 4th and carry on until April 6th. You'll have
48 hours to make the best poem you can with our top
secret list of words, 10 in alll” At midnight (CST), when
Friday becomes Saturday, CV2’s list of words will be
emailed to registered participants. You have 2 days (48
hours) to write the poem — up to 48 lines — and must use
each word at least once in your final submitted poem.
One poem per participant. Pre-registration and an email
address are required. Deadline for pre-registration is

Friday, March 27. $10 registration fee can be paid by

il
= "i"ts N

Our goal is to assist you, the author/creator, in sharing your
inspiration and ideas, crafting your message, and realizing your
publication goals. Your costs may be more quickly recoverable
than you realize — ask for details while discussing your project!

www.publishyourself.ca
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PayPal or by cheque/money order sent to the CV2 office.
CV2: Contemporary Verse 2, 207-100 Arthur Street,
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1H3 (www.contemporaryverse2.ca/)
Prizes: 1st $350; 2nd $175; 3rd $90. Deatils on website.

m Event Non-Fiction Contest #22: Event, The Douglas
College Review, PO Box 2503, New Westminster, BC
V3L 5B2. (http://event.douglas.bc.ca) Deadline April 15
postmark. Three winners will each receive $500 plus
payment for publication. Other manuscripts may be
published. Maximum length is 5,000 words.

m The Writers Union of Canada writing competitions:
90 Richmond St. East, Suite 200, Toronto, ON M5C 1P1
(www.writersunion.ca). Writing for Children: deadline
April 24, Entry fee $15 per entry. Prize $1,500. Entries
of the winner and finalists will be submitted to three
publishers of childrens books. Any writing for children
up to 1,500 words. Open to writers who have not been
published in book format in any genre and who do not
have a contract with a book publisher.

m The Malahat Review: University of Victoria, PO.
Box 1700 Stn CSC. Victoria, BC VW 2Y2 (hup://
web.uvic.ca/malahat/) has 2 contests on the horizon
— Far Horizons Award (Fiction) deadline May 1;
and Creative Non-fiction Prize deadline August 1.
Guidelines and details on website.

m The Antigonish Review: PO Box 5000, Antigonish
NS B2G 2W5 (www.antigonishreview.com) has 2 contests.
Sheldon Currie Fiction Prize: deadline May 31, stories
on any subject, 20 pages maximum. Great Blue Heron
Poetry Contest: deadline June 30; poems on any subject,
total entry not to exceed 4 pages, maximum 150 lines,
entry may be one longer poem or several shorter poems.
Entry fee: $25, you may add an additional $10 to enter
both contests.

m Black Orchid Novella Award: Looking for original
works of fiction in the tradition of the ratiocinative
detective, as exemplified by Rex Stouts Nero Wolfe. First
prize is $1,000 and publication in Alfred Hitchcock Mystery
Magazine. Deadline May 31 postmark. For details visit
www .nerowolfe.org (click on Literary Awards, then Black
Orchid Award). Entries must be between 15,000 and
20,000 words, no overt sex or violence, must emphasize
the deductive skills of the sleuth, and not include
characters from the original Nero Wolfe series.



Journaling ...
Newfoundland’s
Riddle Fence

embers of the close and

laudably supportive writing
community of Newfoundland and
Labrador recognized a need for a
literary journal based in their region.
They put their heads and their
energies together, and thus Riddle
Fence was born in 2008,

The first issue was produced
by the Writers' Alliance of
Newfoundland to coincide with the
Alliance’s twentieth anniversary
celebration. After receiving
support from the Newfoundland
Literary Arts Foundation, Riddle
Fence became independent of the
Alliance and, most recently, has
obtained registered charity status. It
is managed by a volunteer editorial
board and a board of directors,
who aim to publish Riddle Fence
three times a year with national
distribution.

In the first issue, Editor Mark
Callanan hearkened back to
Tickle Ace, the dearly-departed
Newfoundland journal that “was not
only a great promoter of homegrown
talent, but also a gracious host of
out-of-province writing.” That first
issue of Riddle Fence functioned as
a survey of writers and writing in
Newfoundland and Labrador, but it
also set the tone for a fresh new take
on the Canadian literary journal.

The first issue included
numerous short critical pieces,
such as “When a Man Is an Island:
Contemporary Newfoundland
Literature and Identity” by Paul
Chafe, and Carmelita McGraths
essay, “What the Tongue Is Dipped

In: Tradition and
Independence in
Newfoundland
and Labrador
Poetry”
Interspersed with

the essays were
poems by Don
McKay, Mary
Dalton, Patrick
Warner, Agnes
Walsh and others;
a postcard story
by Lisa Moore;

and light-hearted
cartoons by
novelist Michael Winter.

By the second issue, Riddle
Fence was already reaching outside
of the province for contributors,
including work by Nova Scotia poet
Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen, Ontario
fiction writer Richard Cumyn, and
West Coast poet Steve McOrmond.

he current issue includes work

from a diverse group of writers:
Ken Babstock, Joanne Merriam, Jason
Guriel and Carmine Starnino, among
many others. Excerpts are available
on the journal’s well-maintained
website, along with audio extras (e.g.
you can hear Joel Thomas Hynes
perform his piece, God Help Thee:
A Manifesto, which appeared in a
previous issue).

The editors accept submissions
of previously unpublished essays,
poems, short fiction, reviews,
interviews and artwork: “What are
we looking for? What is anyone
looking for: brilliance, innovation,

that certain je ne sais quoi sage-like
insight that will blow away the
doldrums and give our lives greater
meaning.”

Submissions are welcome from
established and emerging writers.
Writers may send 3 to 4 poems
or one piece of prose (maximum
5,000 words) by post only, to: Riddle
Fence, PO Box 7092, St. Johns, NL,
A1E 3Y3. Always include a SASE.
Payment is $30 per printed page for
first Canadian serial rights.

Submissions to Riddle Fence are
accepted only at certain times, with
specific deadlines for each issue.
Check the website for the current
deadline before submitting your
work. You can rest assured, however,
that they never have themed issues:
“Theme issues are anathema to our
aesthetic” To get a better idea of that
aesthetic, pick up a copy at your
local magazine shop, or you can
order back issues for $12. Their web
address is http://riddlefence.com/ m
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Taxing Times

gh! The deadline for tax filing is

nigh. So here are some musings
on what writers should consider
when declaring income from their
writing activities.

Reasonable expectation of profit
would be enough to dissuade any
rational being from ever putting pen
to paper, but it is the gambit the
Canada Revenue Agency introduces
in any conversation it has with
working artists and writers. They
even write chatty information
bulletins (available online at www.
cra-arc.gc.ca/menu-e.html Click on
Forms and Publications, then on
“Publications listed by publication
number” and follow to IT504R2
- Visual Artists and Writers)
with details of what the they will
consider when pondering whether
you're a writer or a hobbyist.

Mitigating factors include
the amount of time you devoted
to writing, the extent to which
your work is available, whether
you're represented by a publisher
or agent, your membership in
professional associations, the type
of expenditures as well as your
historical record of annual profits or
losses relevant to the exploitation
of your work. CRA does, however,
clearly acknowledge that “the
nature of art and literature is
such that a considerable period of
time may pass before an artist or
writer becomes established and
profitable. Although the existence
of a reasonable expectation of
profit is relevant in determining the
deductibility of losses, in the case of
artists and writers it is recognized
that a longer period of time may be
required in establishing that such
reasonable expectation does exist”.

The argument for reasonable
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expectation of profit is certainly
more plausible if you look as if you
have a well organized office with
business-like books and records.
Trying to rely on your memory of
what that scrunched-up, year-old
receipt purchased is not the best
approach and won’t amuse the
taxman. What you don’t know, can
indeed hurt you.

f you have aspirations to become
an honest-to-God freelance

writer who earns coin of the realm
through various forms of writing,
then download T4002(E) Rev. 08
Business and Professional Income
(Includes Form T2125, Statement
of Business or Professional
Activities). You do not have to be
an incorporated company to declare
business or professional income, You
dont even have to have a business
name. And you can have income
from employment — i.e. working
for the school board, McDonalds,
or whatever — and income from
self-employment at the same time.
Thats when claiming deductions
and expenses gets complicated.
When youre on the CRA website’s
home page, take a look on the
right side of the page under the
“Business” heading and click on “Sole
proprietors and partnerships” where
you will find all sorts of information.

Keep personal and business
receipts separately, sorting them into
carefully itemized categories:

Professional fees and dues,
agency commissions. (And
professional fees include the 50
cents a word that Rogers Media pays
its freelance writers)

Automobile — if using a
personal vehicle, keep a travel log;
track all gas and maintenance/repair

expenses, parking fees and tolls;
jot down distances travelled...and
whether for business or personal
reasons. Pro-rate the costs if you've
managed to combine business with
pleasure.

Office — you won’t be able to
make a successful case for a corner
of the kitchen table where you
dusted off the toast crumbs and set
up the laptop. You may, however,
deduct — on a pro-rated scale based
on the square footage — the cost of a
space set aside exclusively to house
your office (electricity, heat, cleaning
supplies, insurance, property taxes),
or, if you rent, a portion of that rent.
It gets infinitely more complicated
if you want to carry forward a loss
or look for a capital cost allowance,
so you may wish to refer to helpful
bulletin IT-514, Work Space in
Home Expenses

Supplies — while miners have
the drama of being able to deduct
the cost of dynamite, with writers
it tends to be the explosion that
consumed you at the stationer’s plus
computer software; photocopying;
shipping and postage; legal and
professional services; books, films,
videos, dvds, magazines and papers
for research; website development
and hosting; telephone, fax and
internet charges; clerical services;
gifts and greeting cards; advertising
and promotion.

Equipment purchases — cell
phone, fax machine, computer if
used exclusively for your business,
or the applicable portion thereof.
Keep in mind you may not be
able to claim the entire purchase
price as a deduction. This is where
the capital cost allowance, ak.a.
depreciation, comes into the picture.

Meals and entertainment —



50% of business incurred meals and
entertainment may be deducted but
be reasonable. Pigs get fed; hogs,
slaughtered.

Remember that payments for
medical and drug plans, such as
Medavie Blue Cross are usually
deductible expenses for self-
employed individuals. Also, you can
claim half of your Canada Pension
Plan contributions on self-employed
income.

To switch from expense to
earnings — where and on what
income tax form line do you include
Access Copyright payments and
Public Lending Rights cheques?

Access Copyright issues T5-A
slips which means this income is
not business but investment income.
Report it on line 120 of the Income
Tax Form; Shedule 4 Statment of
Investment Income must also be filed
with the completed tax form.

Public Lending Right payments
must be reported as income,
regardless whether or not you
receive a T-4A slip. The PLR
Commission only issues T4-A slips
for $500 or more. When completing
your tax return, the PLR payment
should be attributed to “PLRC/
Canada Council”

We all know that we live in a
self-assessing tax system. When
you declare an expense it must have
been incurred for the purpose of
earning income and be reasonable
to be deducted. Remember, you
must be prepared to justify both

the reasonable nature and purpose
of that expense should you win the
random assessment lottery. Exercise
prudence as “the sublime and the
ridiculous are often so nearly related
that it is difficult to class them
separately.” m

Public Lending Right = $$$

The Public Lending Right programs registration period will be open from
February 15 to May 1. If you're already registered and have moved in the past
year, you must update your address with the PLR Commission.

If you're not registered and are an author, co-author, editor, translator,
illustrator, photographer or anthology contributor, you may be eligible for a
PLR payment in recognition of your books held in Canadian public libraries.

For information, visit PLR at www.plr-dpp.ca or contact them at:

Public Lending Right Commission,
350 Albert, PO. Box 1047, Ottawa ON K1P 5VS8.
Tel: 1-800-521-5721 (coll free)
Fax: (613) 566-4418.
Email: plr@canadacouncil.ca m

Access © Copyright streamlines
registration process for writers

Access Copyright has finally made it easier and less painful for writers and
creators to join the organization online. As a writer, one of your top priorities
should be to protect your copyright and control the reproduction of your
work — joining Access © is one way to achieve that goal.

Improving services for creators — thats us, the writers — is a primary focus
for Access ©, The Canadian Copyright Licensing Agency. Its streamlined
its affiliation process and developed a new online registration tool. Its also
created a new affiliate information kit

So, just what does Access © do for a writer? It offers “a variety of
services designed to help creator affiliates maximize royalty income from
the secondary use of their work and to stay informed on issues concerning
intellectual property.” The most important of these services are the
management of content licensing and collection and distribution of royalty
payments. Access Copyrights reciprocal agreements with similar copyright
collectives in other countries has created a network of international licenses.
This means you receive royalties when your works are copied not only in
Canada but in other countries with whom they have agreeements. Access
© is a member of the International Federation of Reproduction Rights
Organizations (IFRRO, www ifrro,org)

Eastword’s editor does a little dance every year, usually in October or
November, when she recieves a cheque from Access © as part of its ‘repetoire”
disbursement. In 2007 it was $476.76. In 2008 it was slightly lower but this
time it magically appeared in her bank account, as Access © has a direct
deposit service for affiliates.

So, surf on over to Access ©s website — www.accesscopyright.ca — or call
1-800-893-5777 to find out how you can join. And no, you do not have to pay
a membership fee ... because you're the boss of them.

It also has information on the Google lawsuit settlement on its website
thats of interest to writers. m
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To opt or not to opt

Google’s mission statement is “to
organize the world’s information
and make it universally accessible
and useful;” and damned if they
havent set about it with
a will!

About four years
ago, Google began
scanning and uploading
books in partnership
with such academic
libraries as Harvard
and Oxford. Although
it scanned many books
that had fallen into
the public domain, in
the US it also scanned
books that were simply
out of print and made
them available through
its search engine which,
predictably, enraged
writers and publishers.

Three years ago,
the Authors Guild
and the Association of
American Publishers
filed a class action suit,
and last October, the
parties agreed to settle.

he details of the

settlement will affect you and
pretty well every book published in
the world before January 5, 2009!
Because its a class action settlement,
and because the US is a signatory —
along with 164 other nations - to
the Berne Copyright Convention, the
settlement notice advises copyright
owners to ‘assume that you own a US
copyright interest in your book’...
which means you are considered
part of the settlement class for this
agreement.

The settlement will allow
Google, on a non-exclusive basis,
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to digitize nearly every book ever
published before January 5, 2009.
(Periodicals are not included, nor are
music sheets, public domain works,

government documents, personal
papers or pictorial works except
childrens picture books, which are
included).

Google will have the right to
sell subscriptions to an electronic
database to institutions; to sell on-
line access to individual books; to
sell advertising on web pages with
content from the books; and to make
other negotiated uses.

You have two options: To opt in,
or to opt out ... and with class
action rules, if you do nothing. ..

' Google
WANTS
2 YOU!

you're in. Google has sent notices
worldwide to 213 countries in 72
languages and to more than 140
publications.

he settlement also

provides for the
establishment of a book
registry and a one-time
payment to rightsholders
whose works have been
copied without permission
(about seven million books
have been scanned to datel),
but you must submit a
claim to be paid by January
5, 2010. A claim form is
posted online at www.
googlebooksettlement.com.

You are not eligible
for the cash payment if
you opt-out, reserving your
right to sue Google for
infringement by May 5, 2009,
or remove your books from
the settlement by April 5,
2011, unless your work has
not yet been digitized. Works
digitized after May 5, 2009,
are not subject to a payment.

Under the settlement,
Google will ultimately
pay copyright owners 63% of
all revenues earned for specific
commercial uses, through the Book
Rights Registry. To participate, the
copyright holder must submit a
claim form for the book. If you
do not want to participate in the
settlement, you must opt-out by May
5, 2009.

Its important that rightsholders
familiarize themselves with the
details of this settlement. Visit
www.googlebooksettlement.com for
complete details. m



