
Too good to miss and … free 
On the eve of Word on the Street, writers, publishers, booksellers, 
librarians, teachers, friends, family and fans from across the 
Atlantic region will once again assemble for the annual Gala 
Celebration of Writers and Writing. Everyone is welcome at the 
Alderney Landing Theatre in Dartmouth, Saturday, September 27 
at 7 p.m.

 The winners in this year’s four categories of the Atlantic 
Writing Competition for unpublished manuscripts will read from 
their work, and all those who have placed in the contest will be 
awarded their prizes. The evening’s festivities will also feature 
WFNS’s annual Silly Silent Auction of Lunatic Literaria – spa 
treatments, original art, homemade gourmet Pecan Kahlua pies, 
rare and first edition books, and an abundance of other writerly 
goodies will be up for bids on the auction table. Mark it on your 
calendars and don’t miss out on the hottest event of the literary 
season.

Now entering its thirty-second year, the annual competition 
was an important first step for the careers of such authors as 
Lesley Choyce, George Elliott Clarke and Budge Wilson, a 
legacy that is reinforced by the success of recent first-time-
published writers Jamie Leck, Ami McKay, Jackie Halsey, and 
Mark Blagrave (among others), all of whom once placed in the 
competition.

This year, nearly 200  writers from all four Atlantic 
Provinces submitted novels, poetry, short stories, and works for 
children. The saintly and anonymous contest judges spent eight 
months carefully reading and providing individual feedback for 
each entry before choosing this year’s 14 winners. 

Halifax freelance writer Chris Benjamin receives the H.R. 
(Bill) Percy Prize for his ambitious novel manuscript Living in 
the Dirt. Chris received financial support from the Toronto Arts 
Council to allow him the time to complete his manuscript. He is 
currently the Sustainable City columnist for The Coast in Halifax. 
In 2006-07 he worked as the Development Correspondent for 
The Statesman, a daily national newspaper in Ghana, and has also 
written news stories, features and commentary for The Toronto 
Star, Halifax Chronicle Herald, Progress Magazine, and many others. 
Second prize is awarded to Tim Reeves-Horton of Port Medway, 

Chris Benjamin

Veryan Haysom
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NS, for An Unassumed 
Road; Don Roy of 
Antigonish takes third 
place for Dreamboat; 
and Darrell Kays, from 
Bedford, NS, receives an 
honourable mention for 
Odin’s Eye.

The top Poetry 
prize is awarded to 
Veryan Haysom for 
his haunting and subtle 
collection, Subterranean 
Paths. Currently a 
lawyer based in Mahone 
Bay, Veryan was born 
in South Africa and 
immigrated to Canada 
in 1968. His work has 
focused on the land and 
self-government rights of 
the aboriginal peoples 
of Canada. He began 
writing poetry in the 
spring of 2006 under the 
mentorship of Carole 
Glasser Langille, and 
has been published in 
Ascent Aspirations Magazine 
(Anthology Three, 
2007) and Atlas 02. A 
second place prize goes 
to Heather Craig from 
Grand Bay-Westfield, 
NB, for her collection 
Revenants.

The newly 
christened Budge 
Wilson Short Story 
Prize goes to 22-year-old 
Victoria Lynn Hirtle 
from Mahone Bay for 
her quirky story of love 
and family, “The Leather 
Other.” In 2007 Vicki graduated from St. Thomas University in Fredericton, 
NB, with a Bachelor of Arts in English and History, and is currently working 
with the Mahone Bay Settlers Museum. In 2006, she received an honourable 
mention in the competition for another short story. Second prize is awarded 
to Luke MacNeill of Willow Grove, NB, and fellow New Brunswick writer 
Anne Lévesque of Moncton receives third prize for her story, “Balm of 

Victoria Lynn Hirtle

Brenda Tate
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Gilead.” Honourable Mentions go 
to Halifax’s Sheila Morrison for 
“An Hour for Lunch” and Diane 
Wile-Brumm of Bridgewater for 
“Company.”

For this year only, the Joyce 
Barkhouse Writing for Children 
category was combined with Young 
Adult/Juvenile Fiction. The 
winning prize is awarded to Brenda 
Tate for her YA novel, Nightingales 
Don’t Cry. Brenda is a retired teacher 
who grew up in Wolfville and now 
lives in Pleasant Valley, Yarmouth 
County, surrounded by gardens and 
wildlife. Her winning manuscript 
is the end result of her 2005 
WFNS mentorship with children’s 
writer Don Aker. Brenda’s personal 
experience with ileostomy patients 
inspired her tender story of a young 
teenager facing life after severe 
colitis, and her career as a teacher 
made YA an ideal genre in which 
to work. She used excerpts from 
her poetry as chapter headings and 
has also published two collections 
of poetry: Cleansing (Rising Tide 
Press 2005) and Beeline (Lopside 
Press 2007). Honourable mentions 
have been awarded to co-writers 
Elizabeth L. Pooley and Margaret 
Goodmanson of Lockeport, NS, 
for their early fiction piece, The 
Adventures of Princess Pete, and to 
Carol Moreira, of Glen Haven, NS, 
for her junior fiction manuscript, 
Kids’ Island.

Submissions are now invited 
to the 32nd Atlantic Writing 
Competition in five categories: 
Novel, Short Story, Poetry, Writing 
for Children, and Juvenile Fiction/
YA Novel. For complete guidelines 
and entry forms, visit www.writers.
ns.ca/awc.html n

Write Where Marginal Meets Terminal 
Halifax Fed Central Workshops – 
1113 Marginal Road
Avoiding “Posthumously” –  
Writing Fiction with Stephens Gerard Malone
When: Tuesday evenings, 7 to 9  from 
September 23 to November 18 (no class 
November 11)
Cost: $150 WFNS members; $175 non-
members (easy payment terms available)

You’ve got a trunk full of mouldy 
manuscripts packed in mothballs only 
your mother will read, and you’re 
despairing of ever being published. 
Sound familiar? Well, Stephens Gerard 
Malone has been there. Although it took 
him over two decades to sell his first 
novel, and then another to sell his second, 
maybe he knows a thing or two about getting published before you die. Over 
eight weeks, he’ll discuss getting started, figuring out where the damned 
thing’s going, who‘s talking (and who shouldn’t be), reining in the walk-on 
character who’s gotta be a star, dead people stories versus contemporary 
fiction, avoiding suicide over titles, what to do when you think you’re finished 
(other than firing up the shredder), and what to do when you really are. And 
a bonus – no final exam.

Stephens Gerard Malone is the author of three novels, including Miss 
Elva and I Still Have a Suitcase in Berlin. None of them were published 
posthumously.

Fusing Word and Image –  
An Introduction to Screenwriting with Shandi Mitchell
When: Wednesday evenings, 7 to 9 from 
October 1 to November 19
Cost: $150 WFNS members; $175 non-
members (easy payment terms available)

The script is the heart of the film, and 
this workshop introduces participants to 
the varied elements of visual storytelling. 
You will explore character, plot and 
structure and start to assemble the tools 
to write an original, creative screenplay for a visual, aural medium. Some 
background in creative writing is a prerequisite for this session. The class 
will consist of screenings, writing exercises and lecture. You will be expected 
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to write several short scenes and/or bring in samples of 
scripts-in-progress for class discussion.

As well as being much in demand as a generous 
workshop leader, Shandi Mitchell writes for both screen 
and fiction. Her first film, which she also directed, 
Gasoline Puddles was a NSI Drama prize recipient. She 
went on to partner with Emotion Pictures and Thom 
Fitzgerald and collaborated on the films Cherries, The 
Hanging Garden, and Beefcake. Her script for Baba’s House, a 
half-hour television drama won several awards including 
a CBC Script Development Award, The Women in Film 
and Television’s Filmmakers Award and the WIFT-CBC 
Writers Award. As a film, Baba’s House, which Mitchell 
also directed, screened at many festivals, was broadcast 
nationally, and earned a raft of major awards as well as 
two Gemini nominations. Shandi is currently developing 
a feature film and her debut novel, Under This Unbroken 
Sky, is scheduled for release by Penguin Canada.

Tell Me Your Story – 
Memoir Writing with Marjorie Simmins
When: Saturday mornings, 10 a.m. to 12 noon, September 
13 to November 8 (no class October 25)
Cost: $150 WFNS members; $175 non-members (easy 
payment terms available)

Happy, Frightening, Adventurous, Peaceful, Gothic 
or Serene … What is the story of your life? Will you 
share it?

Tell Me Your Story is a course about how to write 
your memoirs. Memoirs are open-ended in content 
and format. Everyone, by virtue of birth and life, has 
a memoir inside them and each one of these is unique 
– even from memoirs within the same family. There 
is only one you. Your stories deserve to be heard and 
remembered. This eight-week session about how to write 
the stories of your life will help make your writing its 
clearest, liveliest best. You will learn how to research, 
how to rewrite for best effect, about publishing and self-
publishing. There’ll be class discussion and motivating 
assignments. Those who register for this workshop will 
be given a questionnaire to fill out. This records general 
information about participants, and will be used by the 
workshop leader to ensure the session reflects your needs. 
These will be returned before the first class in September, 
and will make you eligible for a draw for Angela’s Ashes, 
Irish-American writer Frank McCourt’s fine memoir.

Marjorie Simmins has been a professional writer, 
editor and teacher for 20 years. Her essays have been 
published in provincial and national newspapers and 

magazines, and Canadian and American anthologies. A 
memoir about a sibling won a Gold Medal at the 1994 
National Magazine Awards. Marjorie has a particular 
interest in memoir-writing. She believes the stories of 
people’s lives are always stranger and more tantalizing 
than fiction. She takes much pleasure in helping people 
of all ages write non-fiction related to their lives. The 
trick, she believes, is seeing the magic in the ordinary, 
and the wonder in the commonplace. She also believes in 
the power of memoir-writing to heal and inspire. n

Deadline alert 1
Dear Canada Council …
Don’t forget the annual deadlines to write your letters 
to Canada Council – English-Language Grants: October 
1; French-Language Grants: April 1. The Grants for 
Professional Writers program covers subsistence, 
project and travel expenses. The Creative Writing 
Grants component gives Canadian authors (emerging, 
mid-career and established) time to write new literary 
works, including novels, short stories, poetry, children’s 
literature, graphic novels and literary non-fiction. Note 
that you should submit literature creation projects 
based on the spoken word to the Spoken Word and 
Storytelling Program of the Writing and Publishing 
Section. Playwrights should contact the Theatre 
Section; screenwriters the Media Arts Section. For more 
information on writing grants take a look at the Council’s 
website: www.canadacouncil.ca/grants/writing n
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Rural Writes
Fundamentals of Fiction with Linda Little

Where: Westville Public Library, 2042 Queen Street, 
Westville
When: Saturday mornings, 10 a.m. to 12 noon, October 4 
through 25, November 8 through 22
Cost: $115 WFNS members; $140 non-members (easy 
payment terms available)

Make a real good liar of yourself! Learn how to tell a 
story in a convincing and engaging manner. This course 
will be presented in seven sessions through October and 
November. Each session will be divided into two parts: 
an interactive workshop on a specific aspect of writing 
and then a workshopping session where participants 
present their work-in-progress for critiquing.

The topics covered in the course will include: 
creating full, well-rounded characters; creating images, 
tension, editing, dialogue; reading well; and publishing. 
In the workshopping sessions you will learn how to spot 
the strengths and weaknesses in your own writing and in 
the work of others, and you will learn how to integrate 
feedback to improve your work. By the end of the course 
you should be able to spin a really good yarn. You should 
be much better prepared to revise and polish your work 
either on your own or in a group. True story!

Linda Little’s most recent novel, Scotch River, won 
both the 2007 Dartmouth Book Award and the Raddall 
Atlantic Fiction Award, as well as being cited in The 
Globe and Mail’s Best Books of the Year round-up. Her 
debut novel, Strong Hollow, won the Cunard First Book 

Award. She has published short stories in many reviews 
and anthologies, including The Antigonish Review, Descant, 
Matrix, The Journey Prize Anthology, and The Penguin Book 
of Short Stories by Canadian Women.  In addition to writing, 
Linda teaches at the Nova Scotia Agricultural College and 
is also involved with River John’s annual literary festival, 
Read by the Sea.

Getting Your Feet Wet –  
Creative Writing with Christy Ann Conlin

Where: Berwick Fire Hall, Berwick 
When: Thursday evenings, 7 to 9 p.m., September 25 
through November 6
Cost: $115 WFNS members; $140 non-members (easy 
payment terms available)

Getting Your Feet Wet is a seven-week writing 
workshop suited to all levels of writers. In-class writing 
exercises and discussions will help spark enough 
inspiration to take some home. The class is a great 
opportunity to meet with other writers, flex your creative 
muscles and face the fear of the story in the best of 
company. GYFW will cover the basics and give power 
boosts to those writers who mean to write more than they 
actually do. Enrollment is limited to 12 writers.

Christy Ann Conlin was born and raised in Nova 
Scotia. Her debut novel, Heave, was a national bestseller 
and one of The Globe and Mail’s top books of 2002. Her 
second novel will be published by Doubleday. Her 
fiction has appeared in many journals and anthologies, 
including Best Canadian Stories 2004. She has a Masters of 
Fine Arts in creative writing from UBC, where she wrote 
and studied fiction, stage and screenplay writing. She also 
holds a B.Ed. from Acadia, and a BA in Theatre from the 
University of Ottawa. n
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Kid’s Stuff 
Where are the books for Canadian children?
“Historical memory is a delightful key in trying to under-
stand how past actions and thoughts have shaped what 
we are today.” This headline appeared in Quill & Quire, 
November 1971, over an article written by Peterborough, 
Ontario, housewife and mother of two, Margaret Tyson, 
descrying the lack of books to read to her kids about 
their own country. When planning a family trip to BC 
and Alberta, Margaret had asked her local librarian for 
storybooks set there – there weren’t any. 

Oh, we had some classics: Lucy Maud Montgomery’s 
books, Farley Mowat’s wilderness epics, Margaret 
Saunder’s Beautiful Joe, Ernest Thompson Seton’s 
compelling animal stories … but a UBC library professor 
reported in her paper for an Ontario royal commission 
that in 1968, American publishers had released 3,874 
children’s titles; British publishers, 2,075; and Canadian, 
47. At about the same time, Douglas Gibson was 
commenting that “the men and women who publish 
children’s books are the sort of people who jump out of 
tenth-story windows in the hope that an open truckload 
of mattresses will be going by,” with Clarke, Irwin hiring 
the first children’s book editor in Canadian publishing, 
Janet Lunn, and by 1976, the Canadian Children’s Book 
Centre (CCBC) was setting up shop.

Today there are Canadian children’s books not just 
about every aspect of our own country, but of the world 
that we all share … from a Canadian perspective … and 
the CCBC continues its work to raise awareness among 
librarians, teachers, booksellers, kids and parents of the 
riches available to us all. 

This year, Our Choice, the annual CCBC magazine 
highlighting excellent books by Canadians, has been 
transformed into Best Books for Kids and Teens. Expert 
committees of educators, booksellers, public and 
school librarians from across Canada (this year in Nova 
Scotia, the committee members looked at junior fiction, 
complimenting panels in BC – picture books, Ontario 
– YA fiction; Manitoba – Non-fiction and AV…) donate 
countless hours to look at all the books and materials 
produced in Canada, looking for excellence in writing, 
illustration or performance to recommend the best of the 
best of materials that will appeal to children and young 
adults. A mention in Best Books is high praise; a starred 
review, akin to winning the Oscar. 

WFNS members’ books cited in Best Books this season 
are: Free as the Wind: Saving the Horses of Sable Island by 

Jamie Bastedo illustrated by Susan Tooke, as well as F is 
for Fiddlehead by Marilyn Lohnes with illustration from 
Susan; Return to the Sea written and illustrated by Heidi 
Jardine Stoddart; How Animals Eat and How Animals 
Move, both by Pamela Hickman; A Sky Black with Crows 
by Alice Walsh; Torrie and the Snake Prince, as well as 
Nightwalker, by K.V. Johansen; The End of the World as We 
Know It by Lesley Choyce; and The Halifax Explosion: 
Surviving the Blast that Shook a Nation by Joyce Glasner. 
Starred reviews go to Martin Bridge: Out of Orbit and Martin 
Bridge: Sound the Alarm by Jessica Scott Kerrin, The Space 
Between by Don Aker, I.D. by Vicki Grant, and Wave 
Warrior by Lesley Choyce. Kudos all!

Not satisfied with simply cataloguing the 425-plus 
best books published last year, the Canadian Children’s 
Book Centre is celebrating Classic Canadian Reading for 
TD Children’s Book Week this year from November 15 
to 22. The Book Centre commissioned Barbara Reid to 
create one of her extraordinary plasticine sculpted images 
for the Book Week poster. Twenty-nine authors and 
illustrators will be on tour from coast to coast to coast 
(our own Susan Tooke to Ontario and K.V. Johansen to 
Quebec, while Kathy Kacer joins us here in Nova Scotia). 
Gilles Tibo’s Too Many Books (Des Livres pour Nicolas!) will 
be given to all first graders in the country, and children 
in grades 2 through 6 are challenged to write a story or 
poem they think could become a Canadian classic.  

And our children’s books and writers have not only 
arrived, they’ve become classics. Because Canada and the 
world are celebrating the 100th anniversary of the publi-
cation of L.M. Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables, Penquin 
Canada commissioned Budge Wilson to write Before Green 
Gables. By the time it was launched on February 12, the 
25,000 initial print run was completely gone, and a sec-
ond printing of 12,000 had been ordered. Budge’s instant 
classic has been published in the US and Britain, and 
rights have been sold in Japan, Korea and Poland.

 Although times seem eternally challenging in the 
Canadian publishing sector, an extraordinary revolution 
has occurred while Margaret Tyson’s children approach 
retirement age. Creating a climate where our own 
publishing can flourish, allowing us to tell our own 
stories to ourselves and to the world, is essential to a 
healthy community of writers, readers and citizens. It will 
always be a tricky proposition, given our geography and 
size … but what a glorious challenge! n
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ScreenScene

Acronyms fly as changes ripple through production scene 
by Ron Foley Macdonald

Hidden away in the business sections of Halifax news-
papers in the late spring was a startling announcement 
that would change the landscape of the East Coast pro-
duction scene – DHX Media would buy out IMX. While 
both companies shared a capital X, there was a much 
larger story behind both and the merger of the two.

DHX is the corporate shell of the Halifax Film 
Company run by brothers Michael and Paul Donovan, 
formerly of Salter Street Films fame. The dominant 
national company Alliance Atlantis Communcations 
purchased Salter Street and then shut it down once 
Alliance Atlantic withdrew from all production, forcing 
the Donovans to sit on the sidelines for a designatied time 
as a non-competition clause kicked in. Afterwards they 
resurrected themselves as the Halifax Film Company, 
specializing in children’s animation, feature films and the 
continuing contract with CBC to produce the popular 
political satire television series This Hour Has 22 Minutes.

IMX, on the other hand, was a company once known 
as IMAGEX. Headed by Chris Zimmer, it dated back 
to the early years of film production in Nova Scotia, if 
the term “early years” can be applied to the late 1970s. 
(Nova Scotia actually produced the very first feature film 
in Canada – Evangeline made in 1913 by the Canadian 
Bioscope Co., which was initially very successful but was 
forced to disband due to the outbreak of World War One. 
But I’m afraid I’ve gone back a little too far.)

Chris Zimmer established his presence by producing 
a television documentary of Rita MacNeil touring Japan 
in the early and mid-1980s. He then concentrated on 
international co-productions, particularly of feature films. 
One of his first major achievements was the Dutch-
Canadian film Mindshadows –  a beautifully crafted drama 
concerning Alzheimer’s Disease.

An adaptation of Antigonish writer Sheldon Currie’s 
work The Glace Bay Miner’s Museum became Margaret’s 
Museum, a film starring Helena Bonham Carter, an 
international success that Zimmer painstakingly produced 
over an epic seven-year period. Co-produced with British 
interests, it remains one of the best-ever feature dramas 
from the East Coast. Other fascinating film projects rolled 
out of the IMAGEX/IMX shop through the last decade, 

including the Kelsey Grammer comedy The Real Howard 
Spitz, the British pop-culture deconstruction Love And 
Death In Long Island starring John Hurt and Jason Priestly, 
and the small-town wintertime police thriller The River 
King. These films exercised Zimmer’s extensive abilities 
to put together complex international co-productions, 
bringing major projects to Nova Scotia while exporting 
the province’s image – and images – around the world.

By blending his company into Halifax Film, Zimmer 
retains a place in Nova Scotia’s film pantheon while 
he slows down a bit. Reports have filtered in that, like 
Francis Ford Coppola, Zimmer has invested in a winery. 
Still, the disappearance of such a prestigious company 
marks a changing of the guard. With a new generation of 
filmmakers on the rise, there’s definitely a sense that one 
of Nova Scotia’s great pioneers of cinema production is 
shifting gears.

Halifax Film has retained the IMAGEX and IMX 
catalogue, however, meaning that Chris Zimmer’s 
cinematic legacy should be popping back up in both 
broadcast venues and the DVD sales and rental universe. 
And Zimmer himself will still be pursuing projects 
through Halifax Film. So it may not actually be the end 
of a production story after all. In any event, it’s hard to 
imagine the East Coast production scene without the 
contributions of someone like Christopher Zimmer. 
Those contributions have been substantial indeed. The 
profile of the province in the rest of Canada and around 
the globe has been raised by the efforts of this intrepid 
producer.

Other changes include the fact that Electropolis, 
for more than a decade Halifax’s major studio site, 
will revert back to Emera, Nova Scotia Power’s parent 
company. It will eventually become NSP’s downtown 
Halifax headquarters. Rumours are flying, however, that 
Dartmouth’s Tour Tech Studio facility will be expanding 
to take up the slack. 

It all goes to prove that in the motion picture 
production business, change is the only constant. Thanks 
to a couple of really big shoots (The Sea Wolf and the 
Amelia Earhart film starring Hilary Swank), things have 
been picking up from a slow 2007. 2008 is looking to be 
a good year. n
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Deadline Alert 2
Mentorship returns by popular demand
The Writers’ Federation of Nova 
Scotia invites applications from 
writers who wish to be considered 
for apprentice positions in the 
2008-09 mentor program for 
emerging Nova Scotia writers. The 
application deadline is 5 p.m. Friday, 
September 12, 2008. All applicants 
will be notified of the jury’s decisions 
by the late fall, 2008.

This program is designed to 
address the needs of developing 
writers who are committed to their 
writing and creative development. 
This is not an introductory creative 
writing course. It is an intensive, 
hands-on opportunity intended to 
provide a disciplined and focused 
period of work during which 
developing writers may stretch and 
hone their craft in a supportive 
environment. The program is 
designed to be of support to writers 
who are on the cusp of professional 
publication. 

The Fed welcomes applications 
from writers working in poetry, 
fiction, short fiction, non-fiction, 
and writing for children and 
young adults. The selection of the 
apprentices will be made by a jury 
of established writing professionals, 
who will then match successful 
candidates with appropriate senior 
writers in this region. The decisions 
of this jury will be final.

How to apply
There is no application form. 

To be eligible for this program, 
writers must provide the following 
information and materials.

Applications must be 
typewritten, double-spaced, on one 

side of standard 81/2 x 11 paper. Do 
not staple your application. Do not 
send more material than is required. 
Apprentice applicants must be at 
least 19 years old.

In addition to supplying us with 
a 10-page sample of work in the 
genre in which you propose to work 
(samples that are longer than the 
requested 10 pages will be truncated 
at 10 pages), please send us a short 
cover letter (complete with postal 
address, email and phone number 
where you may be reached during 
business hours) that addresses the 
following: (don’t squander on a quire 
of paper what can be reduced to a 
glittering paragraph)

n  How long have you been writing? 
Summarize your writing activity 
for the past 12 months.

n  Provide an outline of what you 
specifically propose to work on 
during the mentorship period.

n  Give a description of the work 
you’ll have available for the 
mentorship (i.e. number of 
poems written, number of pages 
completed of your fiction or prose 
manuscript).

n  What goal have you set yourself 
to try and achieve during the 
relatively short time available 
(approximately five months)? Be 
specific.

n  Are you willing and able to make 
writing a priority during the full 
course of the program? If not, 
please don’t apply.

n  Why do you need to participate in 
the mentor program?

Time period
Participants will work together 

over a fairly flexible five month 
period starting in the early winter. 
Apprentices will be matched 
with mentors. WFNS provides an 
honorarium to the senior writer 
to work with the apprentice, 
who agrees to contribute time, 
work and effort without financial 
compensation during the mentorship 
period. At the conclusion of the 
mentoring cycle, emerging writers 
will participate in a celebratory 
public reading at the Federation.

Applications must be received by 
the Writers’ Federation by 5 p.m. on 
September 12. Faxed and e-mailed 
materials will not be accepted. 

Address your applications to:

Mentoring at the Fed 
Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia 

1113 Marginal Road 
Halifax, NS, B3H 4P7

For further information, please 
call the Federation at (902) 423-8116. 

This program would not be possible 
without the generous support of the 
Canada Council for the Arts.
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imPRESSed – new titles by WFNS members

Bone Cage
Catherine Banks
Playwrights Canada Press, 2008, $17.95
ISBN 978-0-88754-787-4

Bone Cage is a poetic and darkly 
humorous portrayal of life in rural 
Nova Scotia, where stripping the 
environment means stripping your 
soul. Jamie is 22 and works 12-hour 
shifts clear-cutting for pulp. At the 
end of each shift, he walks through 
the destruction looking for injured 
birds and animals and rescues those 
he can. Jamie’s desire to escape 
this world is thwarted by his fear 
of leaving the place where he has 
some status. Bone Cage examines how 
young people in rural communities, 
employed in the destruction of the 
environment they love, treat the 
people they love at the end of their 
shift. 

Catherine Banks’ work includes 
seven plays that have been per-
formed across Canada. Bitter Rose, 
about a woman who chooses creating 
art over bitterness, has had four pro-
ductions and was broadcast on Bravo! 
Canada. Catherine lives in Sambro.

Ava Comes Home
Lesley Crewe
Vagrant, 2008, $19.95
ISBN 978-1551096766

Ava Harris is a famous actress in 
L.A. when a family crisis calls her 
home. It’s been 10 years since she’s 
set foot in Cape Breton, back when 
she was plain old Libby MacKinnon. 
Why she ran away, no one knows. 
Returning home, she must face her 
family, her friends, and her first 
love. Ava is determined that no one 
will know what happened and will 
keep the truth buried at all costs. But 
secrets have a way of surfacing and 
love has a way of blasting through 
the toughest barriers. While Ava can 
never go home again, perhaps Libby 
finally can. 

Lesley Crewe is the author 
of Shoot Me and Relative Happiness. 
Previously a freelance writer and 
columnist for Cape Bretoner Magazine, 
she currently writes a column for 
Cahoots online magazine. Born 
in Montreal, Lesley now lives in 
Homeville, NS. 

Dust from our Eyes:  
An unblinkered look at Africa
Joan Baxter
Wolsak and Wynn, 2008, $19
ISBN: 978-1894987301

Part memoir, part adventure tale, 
part political thriller, Dust from 
our Eyes is a compelling read that 
dissolves stereotypes and exposes 
paradoxes about Africa. Joan Baxter 
draws on more than two decades 
of living in and reporting from 
Africa to reveal that there is more 
to the continent than poverty and 
suffering, and far more to Western 
involvement than benevolent 
charity. Alternately funny, chilling, 
moving and disturbing, it’s a fast-
paced, passionate narrative told 
with journalistic accuracy and 
anthropological acumen.

Joan Baxter is a Canadian 
journalist, award-winning author and 
anthropologist. In 2002, she was one 
of the first journalists to gain entry 
to the rebel-held Côte d’Ivoire to 
report on the civil war. She reported 
for many years for the BBC World 
Service and the Associated Press.
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In Tongues of the Dead
Brad Kelln
ECW Press, October 2008, $24.95
ISBN: 978-1550228304

In the Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library of Yale 
University there lay a 400-year-old 
document that no one had been 
able to decipher. The manuscript’s 
Vatican-appointed guard for the past 
20 years, Father Ronald McCallum, is 
overwhelmed when an autistic child 
visiting the library appears to read 
from the manuscript’s pages. Father 
Benicio Valori, priest and clinical 
psychologist, is sent halfway around 
the world to verify the boy’s ability 
to read the manuscript, but when the 
manuscript is stolen, things begin to 
unravel. 

Brad Kelln is a clinical and 
forensic psychologist and special 
consultant on hostage negotiation to 
both the Halifax Regional Police and 
the RCMP. He is a fan of fast-paced, 
action-driven stories that include 
real-life mysteries and phenomena. 
Brad lives in Windsor.

Pumpkin People
Ron and Sandra Lightburn
Nimbus, September 2008, $17.95
ISBN: 9781551096810

Every Autumn strange figures appear 
around Kentville, Nova Scotia, saun-
tering down the sidewalk, sitting in 
a tree, cavorting on a lawn – who are 
these peculiar people? They’re the 
Pumpkin People! Constructed from 
cornstalks, straw, and, of course, 
pumpkins, these folkloric figures are 
put together every year to celebrate 
the harvest in the Annapolis Valley 
in a most creative way.

Sandra Lightburn is a children’s 
writer who lives in the Annapolis 
Valley. Her first book, Driftwood 
Cove, won the Sheila A. Egoff Chil-
dren’s Literature Prize for text and 
illustration and was shortlisted for 
the Ann Connor Brimer Award for 
Children’s Literature. 

Ron Lightburn’s career as a chil-
dren’s book illustrator was launched 
with his Governor General’s Award-
winning artwork for Waiting for 
the Whales in 1991. Since then, he 
has illustrated numerous bestsell-
ing picture books and has become 
internationally renowned for his 
sensitive storytelling skills and range 
of illustration styles.

The Nine Lives of Travis Keating
Jill MacLean
Fitzhenry and Whiteside, November 2008, 
$11.95 ISBN 978-1-55455-104-0

Just 365 days – that’s how long Travis 
has agreed to his dad’s experiment 
of moving to a tiny coastal commu-
nity in Newfoundland. In no time 
he’s counting those days. Only a few 
kids show interest in him: Hector, a 
strange boy who grunts; and Prinny, 
a girl as scraggly as her ponytail. 
And then there’s Hud, the school’s 
meanest bully, who’s just itching for 
a fight with the new “townie.” But 
there are worse things than loneli-
ness. When Travis discovers a colony 
of abandoned cats and attempts to 
care for them, it isn’t long before he’s 
in over his head. Who will help him 
keep the starving animals safe from 
the likes of Hud and his pals? And 
how many of his lives will Travis 
use up in the process? 

Jill MacLean is the author of 
a collection of poetry, The Brevity 
of Red, which was shortlisted for 
the Atlantic Poetry Prize and the 
Acorn-Plantos Award. She has 
also published a history of Prince 
Edward Island, Jean Pierre Roma: of the 
Company of the East of Isle St. Jean. Jill 
lives in Bedford.
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Harp Seals
Kathleen Martin-James
Lerner Group, 2008, $26.60
ISBN 978-0-8225-7889-5

In this Early Bird series title, 
readers learn about the physical 
characteristics, habitat and behaviour 
of the harp seal. Lerner’s Early Bird 
books use vivid photographs and 
clear, concise sentences to describe 
the life cycles of animals and plants. 
Each title meets the life science 
standards for lower middle graders 
and develops vocabulary and 
language skills. They are especially 
useful for reading hours, Chapter 
One programs, primary classrooms, 
and reluctant readers.

Kathleen is the author of six 
non-fiction books for children: Sturdy 
Turtles, Building Beavers, Floating 
Jellyfish, Gentle Manatees, Soaring 
Bald Eagles and Swimming Salmon 
(Lerner Publishing Group). She is the 
Nova Scotia representative for the 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre, 
has edited children’s fiction books 
for Front Street/Cricket Books in 
Chicago, and was an acquisitions 
editor for the Cricket Magazine 
Group.

Jerome: The Historical Spectacle 
Ami McKay
Gaspereau, 2008, $19.95
ISBN: 978-1554470631

In the mid-nineteenth century a man 
who became known as Jerome was 
alleged to have been found on the 
shores of Baie Sainte-Marie, Nova 
Scotia, mute and missing both legs. 
He lived for more than 40 years 
with a local family. Many attempts 
were made to locate his relatives, 
with hopefuls rumoured to have 
travelled from as far away as Ala-
bama and Milan, but when he died 
in 1912 the mystery of his back-
ground was still unsolved. The story 
of Jerome, the Mystery Man of Sandy 
Cove, has turned up in collections 
of folk history over the years. Now, 
best-selling novelist Ami McKay has 
written a play centred on Jerome’s 
appearances as a sideshow curiosity.

Originally from Indiana, Ami 
McKay moved to Scot’s Bay, Nova 
Scotia, in 2000. Her first novel, The 
Birth House, is a Canadian bestseller 
and was nominated for the IMPAC 
Dublin Literary Award. She is 
currently working on her second 
novel.

What They Wanted
Donna Morrissey
Penguin, 2008, $32.00
ISBN 978-0670044788

A sequel to Sylvanus Now, What 
They Wanted explores both new and 
familiar terrain: the wild shores 
of a Newfoundland outport and 
the equally wild environment of 
an Alberta oil rig. After Sylvanus 
Now suffers a heart attack, family 
tensions come to the fore. Daughter 
Sylvie must deal with her feelings 
of estrangement from her mother, 
Addie, while her brother Chris, a 
natural artist, frustrates his dreams 
by going to work on an oil rig. A 
novel about guilt, responsibility, 
tragedy, and the enduring ties 
of family, this is vintage Donna 
Morrissey.

Donna Morrissey was born in 
The Beaches, a small village on the 
northwest coast of Newfoundland. 
Her previous novels, Kit’s Law, 
Downhill Chance and Sylvanus Now 
won numerous awards. She lives in 
Halifax.
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Canadian Heritage Quilting:  
Quick Creative Designs
Diane Shink and Karen Neary
Formac, 2008, $22.95
ISBN: 978-0887807534

New tools and techniques have 
brought new life to the traditional 
craft of quilting, reviving interest in 
the many attractive designs which 
are part of Canada’s cultural heritage. 
Among the distinctly Canadian 
quilts featured in the book are the 
Maple Leaf Signature, the Log Cabin, 
and the Mariner’s Compass. Patterns 
include suggested colour schemes 
and fabrics, an introductory history 
about the quilt type, templates and 
detailed, tested directions.

Diane MacLeod Shink is a 
retired teacher who divides her time 
between Montreal and Nova Scotia. 
She’s a certified quilt appraiser, 
and also lectures on all aspects of 
quilting and gives trunk shows of 
her quilt collection.

Karen Neary of Amherst 
specializes in original interpretations 
of traditional patchwork patterns 
aimed at contemporary quilters. A 
prolific designer since 1989, her 
work has appeared in books and 
magazines.

B is for Bluenose, A Nova Scotia 
Alphabet
Susan Tooke
Sleeping Bear Press, October 2008, 
$19.95 ISBN: 9781585363629

Who were the first people of Nova 
Scotia? What massive star-shaped 
fortress can be found in Halifax? 
What type of water plant not 
only provides food and shelter to 
Canadian wildlife but also lessens 
coastal erosion? The answers to these 
questions, along with many other 
facts, traditions, and history can be 
found in B is for Bluenose: A Nova 
Scotia Alphabet.

Born in New Jersey, Susan 
received her professional training 
from Virginia Commonwealth 
University and the New School in 
New York. She moved to Canada 
in 1980, and has made Halifax her 
home. Working predominantly as 
a painter, Susan illustrated her first 
book in 2000, and has received the 
Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award 
for Excellence in Illustration and the 
Mayor’s Award for Brave Jack and the 
Unicorn. 

The Checkout Girl
Susan Zettell
Signature Press. October 2008, $17.95
ISBN:  978-1897109267

It’s 1970, and the optimism of 
Trudeaumania is giving way to 
fears of wage and price controls. In 
Varnum, Ontario, where the smell 
of industry is the smell of money, 
a lot of that money’s heading south 
just like Bobby Orr. The Checkout 
Girl is the story of Kathy Rausch, 
who, after sneaking out on her 
boyfriend in Vancouver, moves back 
to Varnum and hides out in a room 
in the basement of her high school 
buddy. When Kathy isn’t checking 
out groceries, she skates. But when 
Kathy stumbles upon a brutal 
murder, she’s finally driven to put 
her hockey stick where her heart is: 
on the ice.

Susan Zettell is the author of 
the short story collections Night 
Watch and Holy Days of Obligation. Her 
stories have been anthologized in 
Quintet, Spider Women, When The Men 
Went To Town, a collection of stories 
by Cape Breton women, and The 
Company We Keep. She now makes 
her home in Cape Breton.
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Who’s Doing What 
n Racked – members’ work 
appearing in the munificent mint 
of e-signals, journals, mags and rags 
crossing your editor’s desk into the 
Fed Reference Library (open 9:30 
to 4:30 Monday through Friday for 
your confoundment and comfort): 
Arc Poetry Magazine is turning 30! 
and has asked its contributing poets 
to ponder on things germane to 30: 
George Elliott Clarke contributes 
an excerpt from “Thirty Years,” a 
long poem he wrote on Canada Day 
2005 to chronicle his teenage self 
setting out and finding himself a 
poet; the summer issue of Saltscapes 
dances with life and the vitality 
of feature contributions by Fed 
members – Sandra Phinney cuts a 
fine caper weaving the fiddling and 
stepdancing of Cape Breton into a 
fine cloth, Darcy Rhyno keeps his 
eye to the horizon with a 19-year-
old’s adventure on the high seas 
on the Amistad and Jodi DeLong 
ponders the future for Nova Scotia 
farmers, while Donna D’Amour 
has a look at downsizing before 
Darcy brings it all to a close with 
an interview about education with 
UPEI President Wade MacLauchlan; 
the summer issue of The Fiddlehead 
is a remarkable picnic spread of 
glorious poetry with contributions 
from Lynn Davies, Anne Simpson 
and Warren Heiti along with a 
review to clip and savour by George 
Amabile of Brian Bartlett’s The 
Watchmaker’s Table that concludes 
“I have six words of advice. Buy 
it. Read it out loud.” Excellent 
direction; ‘Consolations of a Night 
Sky,’ a new story from Ryan 
Turner found a home with Prairie 
Fire; Richard Provencher‘s work 
is featured in The Ranfurly  Review, 
Why Vandalism?, Inscribed and Blue 
Skies Poetry; Tyne Brown’s poems for 

the very youngest readers appeared 
recently in Turtle, Pockets and Spider; 
‘A Manifest’s Destiny’, Stephen 
Davidson’s look at the story of 
passengers on the first ship bearing 
Loyalist refugees to New Brunswick 
in 1783, is featured in The Beaver 
Magazine; Glossolalia, a new online 
literary journal dedicated to flash-
fiction is including a story from 
Binnie Brennan in their inaugural 
September issue; the Nova Scotia 
Policy Review, exquisitely printed 
by Gaspereau Press, marks its first 
anniversary with contributions from 
Chris Benjamin addressing the 
lack of consultation on Halifax’s 
north-end schools, Susan Haley 
talking about the Alexander Society 
and its programs for “challenged” 
students, and Shirley Soleil 
examining the shadow poverty casts 
on mental illness, with illustrative 
line-drawings from Janet Larkman; 
Carol Moreira parlayed a look at 
writers’ retreats into an article for 
the travel section of the Chronicle 
Herald. 

n Kudos and break open a bottle 
of bubbly best – Pigboy, by Vicki 
Grant, is nominated for the 
2009 Utah Beehive Award by the 
Children’s Literature Association 
of Utah. The Association sponsors 
awards that motivate reading in five 
categories with winners chosen from 
the nominated books by the children 
of Utah, who vote for their favourite; 
in awarding Anne Simpson this 
year’s Pat Lowther Poetry Prize for 
Quick, the judges commented: “In 
this new collection, Anne Simpson’s 
voice is instantly recognizable. The 
poetics of distancing – ‘how does 
love make itself so small? / small 
as an eye-tooth, tissue-thin’ – hold 
in check deeply felt emotion, and 

this tension brings the poems to a 
new level of intensity. The pitch is 
raised, even to the last line – ‘An 
impossible note held, held, held. 
Piercing, clear.’ These are poems of 
extraordinary range, intelligence 
and empathy. Read ‘Ceremonies of 
Water, Ceremonies of Fired.’ And 
the poems about the hanged boy. 
This is the compassion of absolute 
witness.” The $1,000 Pat Lowther 
Memorial Award is given for a book 
of poetry by a Canadian woman, 
and is in memory of the late Pat 
Lowther, whose career was cut short 
by her untimely death in 1975; 
Sara Jewell won second place in 
the New Glasgow News short story 
contest. As a non-fiction writer, she 
was exhilarated to find a welcoming 
home for a family fiction loosely 
set in a place that bears marked 
resemblance to her family cottage; 
the 8th Annual ReLit Awards long 
list included a number of Federation 
members’ work: In a Mist by Devon 
Code, Glass Voices by Carol Bruneau, 
Homing by Stephanie Domet, Where 
White Horses Gallop by Beatrice 
MacNeil, The Flush of Victory by Ray 
Smith, Combustion by Lorri Neilsen 
Glenn and Broken Vessel by Harry 
Thurston. Founded by novelist Ken 
Harvey, the ReLit motto is Ideas, Not 
Money, and Canadian authors whose 
literary works have been published 
independently are eligible for 
recognition in the categories of short 
fiction, novel and poetry; Bel Canto, 
Virginia Hayden’s play about sex 
and violence on the operatic stage, 
has won Vancouver’s Theatre in The 
Raw short play competition.

n On the Launch Pad and Counting 
Down! – Wanda Campbell is 
looking forward to the November 
release of her latest collection of 
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poetry, Looking for Lucy, due out 
from Leaf Press; Mike Parker has 
a spring date in mind for release of 
Gold Rush Ghost Towns of Nova Scotia 
(Pottersfield). Mike found the vein 
of material so rich as he researched 
abandoned towns that this project 
will be published in a two-book 
format; Søren Bondrup-Nielsen has 
been working with Merritt Gibson 
and illustrator Twila Robar-Decoste 
on Winter Nature Notes, which 
Gaspereau will release in November. 
He’s also working on a book about 
the Boreal Owl, with the working 
title The Water Dripping Bird: In Search 
of the Boreal Owl, also with Gaspereau 
and tentatively scheduled for March; 
Kathleen Martin-James has just 
seen the release of the latest in her 
nature books for beginning readers, 
Harp Seals (Lerner Publishing Group); 
Judy Dudar has signed a contract 
with Nimbus for her first picture 
book, I Spy a Bunny, scheduled for 
next spring; with the imminent 
Penguin release of What They 
Wanted, Donna Morrissey is again 
racking up airline points, jetting 
from the Saskatchewan Writers’ 
Festival in Moose Jaw to the Woody 
Point Festival in Newfoundland 
to Toronto’s International Festival 
of Authors; after years of writing 
other things, Jill MacLean will be 
a neophyte children’s author this 
fall, with the November release of 
her first novel for children, aged 9 
to 12, The Nine Lives of Travis Keating 
(Fitzhenry & Whiteside).

n In addition to celebrating her 
77th birthday, Betty Morgan has 
been celebrating the publication of 
her first book, Seven Crows A Secret. 
It was launched in early July at The 
Carleton Restaurant in Halifax, and 
later that weekend at her 60th high 
school reunion with classmates in 
Moncton, where she also appeared 
for a reading and signing at Festival 

Hall at the Moncton Market, before 
heading on to Amherst for an 
appearance at the Cumberland 
County Museum. Born and raised 
in Moncton, Elizabeth Anne Slipp 
grew up listening to her mother’s 
stories of ancestral Nova Scotia roots. 
Seven Crows A Secret, published by 
Gaspereau Press, took shape during 
Rural Writes workshops with Susan 
Haley from 2003 to 2005, and 
reaches back to the stories of Betty’s 
great grandmother, Anne Read, and 
tells the stories of four generations 
of Cumberland County women.

n It was a packed-to-the-cloisters 
evening as the community gathered 
to “give a hand to St. Pat’s” and 
the restoration of St. Patrick’s 
Church in Halifax. Silver Donald 
Cameron was among the speakers, 
and musician and composer Scott 
Macmillan premiered “Currents of 
Sable Island,” a choral piece through 
which is woven Jill MacLean’s 
“Sable Island” poem, which appears 
in her collection, A Brevity of Red.

n David Whitman’s See You at the 
Ex! History and Stories of the Annapolis 
Valley Exhibition was launched mid-
August on the Fair Grounds in 
Lawrencetown, during Exhibition 
Week. David’s other books are Lost 
in the Woods: The Lure and History of 
Roxbury, and Volumes 1 & 2 of School 
on the Hill: A Story of the Lawrencetown 
Schools. All have been published by 
Bailey Chase Books of Paradise.

n Mike Parker was on the road 
this summer doing presentations for 
the Tent Dwellers Centennial Festival 
at Milford House and Kejimkujik 
National Park, the Halifax School 
Board Historical Fair, the 3rd 
Annual Eastern Shore Reading for 
Fun Fair, and the inaugural Frank 
Patterson Day at Sutherland Steam 
Mill.

n Woozles, Fitzhenry & Whiteside 
and WFNS invite you to celebrate 
the launch of The Nine Lives of Travis 
Keating by Jill MacLean in the 
Centre Courtyard, at the WFNS 
office at 1113 Marginal Road, 
Halifax, on Thursday, November 6, 
from 7 to 9 p.m,

n Sappy Records produces an annual 
music festival in August in Sackville, 
New Brunswick. They added a new 
component to the three-day celebra-
tion of music and art – writers! – and 
admission to writer-centric events 
was absolutely free. Lezlie Lowe 
was among the featured writers.

n The headline in The Bookseller 
– the UK’s book industry mag – 
brayed “Tahsin buys ‘spectacular’ 
debut,” reporting that Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson publisher Arzu Tahsin has 
acquired a “spectacular” debut novel 
set in 1937 on the Canadian Prairies.  
W&N, an imprint of the larger Orion 
Publishing, has purchased UK and 
Commonwealth rights (excluding 
Canada) for Shandi Mitchell’s 
Under this Unbroken Sky, due out from 
Penquin Canada early next year.  
W&N are aiming for an August 2009 
release.

n Two years ago, Ken Shwartz, 
Artistic Director at Two Planks 
and a Passion Theatre, told Ami 
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McKay the story of Jerome, a man 
who in 1863 was washed ashore at 
Sandy Cove, unable (or unwilling) 
to speak, with both legs amputated. 
His identity remains a mystery. 
Intrigued, and aware that Jerome was 
discovered at a time when the world 
was agog with P.T. Barnum and 
fascinated by sideshows, Ami struck 
on the serendipitous metaphor of 
a travelling sideshow and circus 
illusion to explore the mystery 
and humanity of her character in 
the stage play, Jerome: A Historical 
Spectacle. It played to sold-out 
audiences throughout August at Ross 
Creek Farm in the Annapolis Valley. 
Timed to coincide with the play’s 
premiere, Gaspereau Press released 
the script in book form. When not 
in residence with the theatre, Ami 
is immersed in work on her second 
novel.

n Sheree Fitch is an inexhaustible 
force of nature and she’s been 
Kiss(ing) the Joy as It Flies (Nimbus) 
all over the country, launching her 
debut adult novel in both Woodstock 
and in Halifax, with whistle stops in 
Miramichi, Saint John, Fredericton, 
Sackville, Truro, Pugwash, Green-
wood, Wolfville, Liverpool, Anna-
polis Royal, Antigonish … with time 
off to appear at the Saskatchewan 
Festival of Words in July in Moose 
Jaw. Together with David Adams 
Richards, she worked with grieving 
students at Bathurst High School 
to help create poetry, prose, words 
and wisdom to honour the memory 
of the members of the BHS boys 
basketball team, who, along with 
teacher Elizabeth Lord, perished 
while returning home from a game 
in Moncton.

n A.J.B. (John) Johnston was kept 
hopping with interviews, historical 
presentations and re-enactments that 
accompanied the 250th anniversary 

of the Seige of Louisbourg, making 
appearances and talking about his 
book, Endgame 1758: The promise, the 
glory and the despair of Louisbourg’s last 
decade, in Grand Pré, Sydney and 
Louisbourg.

n Stephen Kimber was also burn-
ing up the book tour/reenactment 
circuit this summer, telling improb-
able – and entirely true – stories of 
Shelburne, Nova Scotia’s bid to be-
come the new New York of the New 
World. It’s all there in his book from 
Doubleday Loyalists and Layabouts, 
The rapid rise and faster fall of 
Shelburne, Nova Scotia, 1783-1792.

n Richard Zurawski’s latest, The 
Maritime Book of Climate Change 

(Pottersfield), will be launched at 
the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia on 
September 13. No one gets away 
in this one, but rather than dwell 
drearily on the dismal, Richard’s 
energetic with thoughts about 
dealing with our mistakes. 

n Though the good burghers of 
Halifax seem unable to move the 
building of a new Central Library 
anything but glacially forward, the 
Pictou, Antigonish and South Shore 
Regional Libraries have, despite 
eroding funding, both succeeded 
in offering Writers-in-Residence 
programs this season. PARL is 
working with Norene Smiley and 
the South Shore Regional Library, 
with Sylvia Gunnery.

n Philip Roy stands next to his homemade model submarine on the Halifax 
waterfront promoting his YA book The Submarine Outlaw (Ronsdale Press). It’s 
Philip’s first published book and grew out of his manuscript that took first 
prize in last year’s WFNS’s Atlantic Writing Competition. Philip has many 
other stories waiting in the dock, including a sequel to Submarine Outlaw, 
coming soon.
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n Sometimes the race is almost as 
exhilarating as the prize podium.  
Nanci Lee was pleased to learn 
she was the runner-up for this 
year’s Wallace Stegner grant. The 
news made her feel recognized, on 
the right track, and determined to 
march cheerfully on in her chosen 
direction.

n From the middle of June through 
mid-August, the Kings County 
Museum in Kentville ran Tell Me 
A Story, an exhibit highlighting 
children’s authors and illustrators 
from Kings County. Each creator 
was invited to share what inspired 
them to tell their stories and create 
their drawings. Included were Joyce 
Barkhouse, Pamela Hickman, 
Ron and Sandra Lightburn, and 
Doretta Groendyk.

n Having declared The Burdens 
of Loyalty by Stephen Davidson 
their top-selling e-book of the past 
year, Trinity Enterprises has opted 
to release the title in paperback.  
Stephen’s sequel, Obnoxious Rascals, 
is scheduled for electronic release 
this fall. July found him leading 
a workshop on his research 
concerning Loyalist refugees at the 
national conference of the United 
Empire Loyalist Association in Saint 
John.

n Veronica Leonard reflected 
that this summer she was going 
to give thanks for a particularly 
productive year, with an article a 
month assigned pretty much from 
the beginning of last September: 
items on the Grand Pré Winery and 
the Annapolis Valley apple industry 
appeared in Country Guide; ‘Getting 
Back into your Career’, and ‘Culture 
Shock in the Canadian Workplace’ 
ran in Canadian Newcomers, with 
a variation on this theme also 
appearing in Workplace; ‘How 

ReMEMBERing OURS
Bet (Elizabeth) Venart, poet, author and farmer, from breast cancer, July 9, 
2008, at Culcreuch Farm near Elgin, New Brunwick; born August 25, 1937, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Wife to Jim and mother to Joanne, Catherine, Jennifer, 
Tara (deceased), Michael, Sarah, Madelaine and Emily; grandmother to 
Catherine and Alec Venart-Allan, Taya Venart-Johnson, Samuel Venart-Wood 
and Olive Venart-Robitaille. After training at Halifax General Hosptial, she 
graduated from Mount Allison and taught English in Temiskaming where she 
met and married Jim. They moved to Scotland, spending four years in Fintry 
where her first three children were born. She then lived nine years in Calgary 
before she and her family returned to the Maritimes – first Fredericton and 
later the farm in Albert County, just across the Bay of Fundy from home.  

Bet applied to the Fed for a mentorship in the fall of 2005. The judges 
were unanimous that this writer’s fine work merited a mentorship, and 
completely moved by Bet’s cover letter about why she wanted to be mentored: 
“I have always needed to write. For years, with a farm to help run and a 
growing family, I wrote in a hay feeder while waiting for lambs to be born 
or in some apple tree or other hiding place. I could never manage time, place 
or peace of mind to work on my writing until I felt satisfied I’d completed 
the piece. For the last 10 years, I have managed to set aside a room and about 
four hours a day for writing. Summer is difficult but from now until May, I’m 
writing every day except weekends. Weekends can present a few problems 
… you can be assured that I certainly would make full use of this mentoring 
program.”  

Before Bet died she learned that she had won the 2008 Winston Collins/
Descant Prize for Best Canadian Poem with judges Lisa Moore and Douglas 
Glover commenting of her poem, ‘On the Day I Cut Cabbage’: “A magnificent 
imaginative jeu d’esprit, a riff, the whole human trajectory in a few lines.” Bless 
you, Bet. n

Accessible is your Dream Retirement 
Home?’ appeared in CARP’s 55+; 
while another, about adapting your 
cottage as a year-round home, placed 
with Lifestyles. She also wrote two 
business profiles for Commerce and 
Industry, and has an article scheduled 
for Atlantic Hotelier.

New Members
The Directors, members and staff of 
WFNS are delighted to extend the 
warmest welcome, or welcome back, 
to the following member writers:
Asna Adhami, Halifax
C.M. Campbell, Halifax
Chris Corbett, North Sydney

Gordon Grainger, Bedford
Janet Larkman, Bridgetown
M.R. LeDuc, Halifax
Kristen Tynes MacEachern, Halifax
Matthew MacLellan, Halifax
Betty Morgan, Port Williams
Glenn Nelson, Mount Uniake
Adam Nobel, New Glasgow
Eric Rountree, Halifax
Genevieve Sawchyn, Musquodoboit 

Harbour
Diane M. Shink, Montreal West
Amy Spurway, Halifax
Andrena Teed, Smith’s Cove
Hillary Titley, Halifax
Wayne Turner, Lower Sackville
Laureen van Lierop, Halifax n



Deadlines alert 3
Atlantic Book Awards submissions 
The Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia is calling for 
submissions to the Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic 
Fiction Prize, the Evelyn Richardson Prize for non-
fiction by a Nova Scotia writer, and the Atlantic Poetry 
Prize. The deadline for nominations is December 5.  

The Raddall Fiction Prize and Atlantic Poetry Prize 
are open to native or resident Atlantic Canadians who 
were born in Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, 
Nova Scotia or New Brunswick and who have spent a 
substantial portion of their creative lives living there, 
or who have lived in one, or a combination of these 
provinces, for at least 24 consecutive months prior to 
the entry deadline date. The Raddall Prize of $15,000 is 
awarded to adult fiction, either a novel or collection of 
stories, published for the first time in 2008. The Atlantic 
Poetry Prize of $2,000 will be awarded to a full-length 
book of adult poetry published as a whole for the first 
time in 2008.

The Evelyn Richardson Prize of $2,000 is open to 
writers who were born, or who have lived for the past 
year, in Nova Scotia. Eligible titles are adult non-fiction 
books.

To enter, send four copies of the book and a simple 
statement attesting to the eligibility of the writer as well 
as the publisher’s and the writer’s current contact informa-
tion including e-mail (when applicable) to the Writers’ 
Federation of Nova Scotia, 1113 Marginal Road, Halifax 
NS B3H 4P7. Nominated books will not be returned. n

Brimer Children’s Book Nominations Welcome!
October 31 is the deadline for nominations for the 19th 
annual Ann Connor Brimer Award, a $2,000 prize for a 
children’s book which makes an outstanding contribution 
to children’s literature in Atlantic Canada. The award 
recognizes excellence in writing. Five copies of books 
meeting the following eligibility criteria should be 
forwarded to Heather Hamilton, Spring Garden Road 
Library, 5381 Spring Garden Road, Halifax, NS B3J 1E9: 
the author must be alive and living in Atlantic Canada; 
the book must be intended for children or youth up 
to the age of 15 and  published between October 15, 
2007 and October 15, 2008. Fiction and non-fiction titles 
(excluding textbooks) will be considered. Nomination 
forms are available at the Writers’ Federation website 
(www.writers.ns.ca/competitions.html). n

31 years of winning writers!
Joyce Barkhouse. George Elliott Clarke. Ami McKay. 
Lesley Choyce. Don Aker. All have, early in their 
writing careers, clutched manuscripts to their hearts and 
submitted them … trembling and filled with hope … to 
the Atlantic Writing Competition.

December 5 is the deadline for submissions for the 
32nd annual Atlantic Writing Competition. If you receive 
this newsletter in the post, look for a bright yellow flyer 
inside. If you receive Eastword electronically, visit our 
website to download a copy of the Competition entrance 
form – www.writers.ns.ca/awc.html

Established in 1975 under the auspices of the Nova 
Scotia Branch of the Canadian Authors’ Association, 
the Atlantic Writing Competition has been sponsored 
by the Writers’ Federation since 1976. The Federation 
encourages writers in Atlantic Canada to explore and 
celebrate their talents by sending in their new, untried 
work. Beginning writers may try their hand in five 
categories: novel, Juvenile/YA novel, short story, poetry, 
and writing for children. Established writers are also 
eligible, but are challenged to work in an area that is 
new to them. 

Manuscripts are read by teams of two or three 
judges. WFNS chooses judges carefully, trying to balance 
skills, points of view and taste; they are professionals 
who work as writers, editors, booksellers, librarians or 
teachers. Because the aim is to help Atlantic Canadian 
writers grow, judges return written comments when 
the competition is concluded. Judges usually finish 
reading and commenting by August, and winners are 
announced at a Gala Celebration of Writers and Writing 
in September. Every entrant receives written notification 
prior to the press release announcing competition results, 
as well as an invitation to attend one of the most festive 
celebrations of writers and writing held annually in this 
region. Gather your courage and submit today to the 
32nd annual Competition. No rejection here: nothing to 
lose and everything to gain. n

Creating & Editing Fiction for New & Intermediate Writers
with Russ Barton.

Halifax: 10 Lessons (30 hours), Mondays, 9 a.m.-12 noon, 
Starts September 22  $165.

 Dartmouth: 10 Lessons (25 hours), Wednesdays, 7 to 9:30 p.m., 
Starts September 24 $160.

Interactive classes feature discussion and exercises
in editing and creating plots, characters, dialogue, settings, 

scenes and more.
To register or for information

phone 902-463 9672 or e-mail rusbarton@eastlink.ca
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Markets, etc.
The Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia 
does not necessarily endorse the markets or 
competitions listed here. Please make every 
effort to check any market or competition 
before submitting material. Read several 
issues of the magazine first. Publishers 
usually sell single, sample copies of back 
issues and you can check their websites for 
back issues and writers’ guidelines. Your 
local library has public access computers. 
And one place to look for markets is Places 
for Writers – www.placesforwriters.com – 
a website maintained by Canadian writer 
Barbara Fletcher. 

n Tesseracts Thirteen, Chilling 
Tales of the Great White North: 
(www.edgewebsite.com/books/
tess13/t13-guidelines. html) Edge 
Science Fiction & Fantasy Publishing 
is looking for submissions for its 
latest anthology which will feature 
Dark Fantasy and Horror genre short 
fiction or poetry, 5,000 words or 
less. Deadline October 31 postmark. 
Submission details at. Co-editors are 
Nancy Kilpatrick and David Morrell.

n Charlie Mac Productions: 
located in Dartmouth, is a small 
video/film production company 
interested in scripts from Atlantic 
Canadian writers for production 
in fall 2009. No horror or gore 
please. Interested in features over 
30 minutes. Send scripts by post 
only: Charlie Mac Productions, P.O. 
Box 140, 3-644 Portland Street, 
Dartmouth, NS, B2W 6A3. For more 
information contact Tara MacDonald 
at tara@charliemacproductions.com  
Deadline: October 1st, 2008

n The Nova Scotia Policy Review: 
(www.policyreview.ca) Rachel 
Brighton is publisher/editor of this 
new independent quarterly magazine 
based in Bridgetown. It’s for people 
who care about the political and 
cultural issues that are shaping our 

lives. Writers dig beneath the surface 
to find real solutions to pressing 
problems and explore our common 
life in the community with style and 
spark.

n Genesis Press: (www.genesis-press.
com) is looking for YA manuscripts. 
They also publish adult fiction 
and romance. Genesis Press is the 
largest privately-owned African-
American book publisher in the US. 
Founded in Columbus, Mississippi, 
in 1993, Genesis spawned the Indigo 
imprint, which was rapidly followed 
by Indigo After Dark, a series 
of erotica anthologies, and Love 
Spectrum, which portrays interracial 
relationships. Since then, Genesis 
has steadily increased its reach, and 
now brings its readers everything 
from suspense and science fiction to 
Christian-oriented romance and non-
fiction.

n Briarpatch: (http://
briarpatchmagazine.com) 
published 8 times a year in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Describes itself as 
“On the cutting edge of Canada’s 
alternative media movement, [it]  
embraces complexity, controversy, 
and debate, exploring current 
events and social and environmental 
issues from a radical, grassroots 
perspective. Fiercely independent, 
often irreverent and never 
irrelevant, Briarpatch is essential 
reading for anyone with a social 
conscience.” Editorial schedule 
and detailed writers guidelines on 
website. Standard rate of pay is 5 
cents a word on publication. 

n CV2 Contemporary Verse 2: 
(www.contemporaryverse2.ca) This 
Canadian quarterly publishes poetry 
and critical writing about poetry, 
including interviews, articles, essays 
and reviews. Publishes new writing 
by both emerging and established 

poets. Accepts e-mail submissions. 
Pays $30/poem, $50–$75 for 
interviews and articles, $40–$75 for 
essays, and $20–$40 for reviews.

Contests
n The Writers’ Union of Canada: 
(www.writersunion.ca) Short Prose 
Competition for Developing 
Writers: Deadline November 3. 
Prize $2,500. Entry fee $25. Open to 
writers unpublished in book format 
in any genre. Nonfiction and fiction 
prose; up to 2500 words, English 
language. Not previously published 
in any format.

n Prairie Fire 2008 writing 
contests: (www.prairiefire.ca/
contests.html) deadline November 
30. The Banff Centre Bliss Carman 
Poetry Award (up to 3 poems per 
centry, max 150 lines). Short fiction 
(1 story per entry, 15,000 words 
max). Creative non-fiction (1 story 
per entry, 5,000 words max). Entry 
fee $27. 3 prizes in each contest: 1st 
$1,250, 2nd $500, 3rd $250. Details 
on website.

n The Fiddlehead: The Fiddlehead 
Contest, Campus House, 11 
Garland Court, UNB PO Box 4400, 
Fredericton NB, E3B 5A3 (www.lib.
unb.ca/Texts/Fiddlehead) Detailed 
submission guidelines on website.
Entry fee $30. Deadline December 
1 postmark. Ralph Gustafson 
Prize for Best Poem, $1,000 first 
prize, $500 each for 2 runners-up 
(one entry is up to 3 poems with 
no more than 100 lines per poem). 
Best Story $1,000 first prize, $500 
each for 2 runners-up (one entry is 
a short story of up to 25 pages). The 
winning entries will be published in 
the Spring 2009 issue. The winning 
authors will be paid for publication 
in addition to their prizes.
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Darcy Rhyno strolls through last year’s Word on the Street at the 
Cunard Event Centre on the Halifax waterfront, on Marginal Road, 
behind the Westin Nova Scotian Hotel.  

Word on the Street – Sunday, September 28
A word is a word is a word. Whether it appears on the 
printed page of a book or a computer screen. Or whether 
it’s a song lyric. And lyrics and guitars will kick off this 
year’s Word on the Street, the annual celebration of the 
written word. While WOTS is scheduled for Sunday, 
September 28, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., it really gets off to 
a fantastic start on Saturday night. There’s a fundraising 
concert for WOTS performed by by one of Canada’s 
top performers – the Juno and ECMA-winning George 
Canyon will be playing at the Cunard Event Centre in 
Halifax, on Saturday, September 27

Maybe Word on the Street should be renamed Word 
on the Waterfront or Marginal Words as it’s once again 
scheduled for the Cunard Event Centre on Marginal Road 
on the Halifax waterfront, adjacent to historic Pier 21, 
behind the Westin Nova Scotian Hotel and just down the 
street from the old Immigration Annex that’s home to 
the Writers’ Federation. Even if it’s raining, there will be 
shelter from the storm, unlike the days when Word on 
the Street really was on the street with crowds dodging 
raindrops and winds. 

Although details were not available as EastWord 
heads to Gaspereau Press, its printer in Kentville, there’ll 
be plenty of publishers and booksellers with new and 
backlist books. To name a few, Gaspereau will be there, 
as will Pottersfield, Breton Books, Formac, Cape Breton 
University Press, Nimbus, and Fernwood – all from Nova 
Scotia. And three Newfoundland publishers – Flanker, 
Creative and Breakwater – will be on hand. Booksellers 
include Frog Hollow Books and Bookmark.  

The ever popular Pitch the Publisher, sponsored 
by the Atlantic 
Publishers 
Marketing 
Association 
(APMA) will 
be back. You 
can pitch your 
book proposal in 
public to Atlantic 
publishers and get 
advice on how to 
proceed. There’ll 
be three panels – 
fiction, non-fiction 
and writing for 
children/teens. 

Spaces are limited and tend to fill up quickly, so contact 
the APMA as soon as you finish reading this. Their phone 
number is (902) 420-0711 and their e-mail is apma.
admin@atlanticpublishers.ca

And let’s not forget the multitude of readings that 
will captivate and enthrall both adults and kids. Last year 
there were 50 on the agenda.

 Jacob McArthur Mooney will be one of the 
featured readers. The New Layman’s Almanac, his first 
poetry collection, has just been released and what better 
publisher to start with than McClelland & Stewart. Jacob 
is a Nova Scotian now living in Mississauga, Ontario. 
He’s an editor with the controversial web journal 
ThievesJargon.com and the founder of The Facebook Review. 
A graduate of Memorial University of Newfoundland, he 
is currently an MFA student at the University of Guelph. 
His work has been widely published, and in 2006 he was 
shortlisted for the CBC Literary Award in Poetry. And 
he’s a great example of the successful  WFNS mentorship 
program, having worked with Lesley Choyce as part of 
the program in 2005.

So to hear Jacob and a myriad of other writers and 
just to revel in the joy of the writen word, head for Word 
on the Street.

Details may be found on the Word on the Street 
website: www.thewordonthestreet.ca/halifax/home.asp n  

Judith Meyrick reads from her book Gracie: 
The Public Gardens Duck at last year’s 
Word on the Street.  



An Officer, by George!
The Writers’ Federation of Nova 
Scotia is delighted that one of our 
members – George Elliott Clarke 
– has been appointed an officer to 
the Order of Canada. Announced 
by Governor General Michaël 
Jean on Canada Day, 
George commented, “I am 
honoured and delighted 
to accept this appointment 
on behalf of my parents 
– and as a poet, to enjoy 
this approval of my 
compatriots.”

George has made 
an enormous and fine 
contribution to this 
community and to our 
country. As a poet, 
playwright, scholar and 
teacher, novelist and 
supporter of emerging 
writers, George has always 
worked to nurture not 
only the black Maritime 
reality but also the 
whole Canadian cultural 
experience.

He won his first poetry 
competition from the 
Writers’ Federation of Nova 
Scotia in 1981, and only three years 
later – at the age of 23 – saw the 
publication of his first collection of 
poetry, Saltwater Spirituals and Deeper 
Blues (Pottersfield Press). Although he 
swears he first approached writing 
as an amusing pastime, crafting 
song lyrics that would attract 
attention where his lack of athletic 
prowess never would, George soon 
discovered the powerful weapon he 
had at his disposal and began to craft 
words that captured and reflected 
difficult truths. There’s a courageous 
honesty about his writing that has 
enriched us all.

His long awaited second book, 
Whylah Falls (Polestar, 1990), not only 
celebrated, but mythologized Black 
Nova Scotia in a lush and moving 
world of murder, love and music. 
He opened this world to all of us, 

inviting us to share the lives he so 
brilliantly illuminated. The dramatic 
potential was obvious, and nurtured 
from this seed was the brilliant play 
Whylah Falls, and screenplay for One 
Heart Broken into Song, which have 
reached ever larger audiences with 
George’s unique perspective of this 
place.

When George won the Governor 
General’s Award for Poetry for The 
Execution Poems in 2001, he became 
the first Atlantic Canadian poet in 
26 years to win our country’s most 
prestigious poetry award for his 
unflinchingly beautiful collection.  

Playing with rhyme and theatricality, 
he showed us how justice as official 
speech can perpetrate a history of 
racism, a theme that he continued to 
explore with his debut novel, George 
and Rue.

Even today, with an 
almost overwhelming 
schedule of teaching 
commitments at the 
University of Toronto, 
George continues to make 
time to participate in the 
Federation’s Writers in the 
Schools program, which 
takes Nova Scotia writers 
directly into the classrooms 
around the province. His 
effect on the students is 
electric; his irrepressible 
energy, contagious. The fact 
that George continues with 
this small, domestic program 
is a reflection of his deep 
roots within our community 
and his profound 
connection with us. He 
has done an enormous 
amount to encourage 
another generation of 
Nova Scotia writers at the 

same time that he is in constant 
demand internationally to tell our 
compelling stories.

George is one of our pre-
eminent talents. He is an influential 
and resonant Maritime voice in 
the world. His contribution to 
his community is on-going and 
continues to evolve and grow.  
Established in 1967, the Order 
of Canada recognizes outstanding 
achievement, particularly in service 
to Canada. The Order’s motto is 
Desiderantes maliorem patriam (They 
desire a better country). n
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