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All Our Wonder Unavenged earns Don Domanski the GG

Citing Don Domanski’s eighth poetry collection as “stunningly beautiful and delicate,” the Canada Council for the Arts 
Governor General’s Award for Poetry jury described All Our Wonder Unavenged as a “deeply moving vision about the 
intricacies of the everyday world. A spiritual and metaphysical triumph.” Characteristically, Don said he was “pleased 
and honoured,” that he’d been “practicing his curtsy” but that though this was good, “it’s not the reason for writing 
poetry.”  

Born in 1950 in Sydney and raised on Cape Breton Island, Don’s first collection, The Cape Breton Book of the Dead, was 
published by House of Anansi Press in 1978. Two of his collections have previously been nominated for the GG: Wolf 
Ladder (Coach House, 1991) and Stations of the Left Hand (Coach House, 1994). In 1999 he won the Canadian Literary 
Award for Poetry, and he has been published internationally in Czech, Portuguese and Spanish. Don, who makes 
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his home in Halifax, has participated several times in WFNS’s mentorship 
program, and is currently a writer in electronic residence with the Banff 
Centre.

All Our Wonder Unavenged was written over a seven year period, and 
continues his exploration of the ordinary and the extraordinary, and the 
ways in which they illuminate each other transforming through unexpected 
contexts. Tim Bowling’s anthology Where Words Come From (Harbour), captures 
Don in conversation concluding, “Poems continue ‘becoming’ through the 
reader … The reader is always the second birthplace of the poem.” Don’s 
hoping to get back to work soon. n

The Digest
NS Throne Speech accentuates culture
November saw a short sitting in the provincial legislature with a Speech from 
the Throne that proposed a doubling of the province’s investment in culture 
over the next three years. Currently Nova Scotia invests $8.1 annually in 
its artists, cultural industries and cultural activities. The budget calls for a 
doubling that will result in a $16 million investment by 2010-11.

This indication of a possible increased investment comes on the heels of 
the release of Creative Nova Scotia: How Arts and Culture Can Help Build a Better 
Nova Scotia by the Nova Scotia Arts and Culture Partnership. The report 
highlights the need for increased awareness and support, providing advice 
and recommendations to the Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage.  
The House adjourned mid-December for a holiday break and budget debate 
will continue in the New Year. With the sitting government in a minority 
position, the passage of the budget will require endorsement by members of 
the honorable Opposition. What better time to speak with all Members of 
the Government concerning the value of arts and culture to our provincial 
economy and community? n

McIntyre leaves Nimbus
After seven years with Nimbus Publishing, Sandra McIntyre has left the 
company, relocating to Calgary. While at Nimbus, Sandra saw the birth of a 
new imprint for the press, Vagrant Editions; and a revitalizing of a publishing 
program for children and young adults. All books currently in production 
at Nimbus and under contract for Spring 2008 are in progress and will be 
published in 2008, although in some instances the season for their release may 
be delayed from spring to fall. Someone from Nimbus will be in touch shortly 
with writers who have book proposals or manuscripts sent for consideration, 
or in development. Sandra won the Mayor’s Award for Cultural Achievement 
at the 2007 Atlantic Book Festival. Her vitality and forthright approach shall 
be missed, and Eastword wishes her well in all future endeavours. n 
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Winter Works – A feast of workshops at Fed Central
Writing for Young Adults with  
Vicki Grant
When: Monday 
evenings, 7 to 9  
from January 28 to 
March 17
Cost: $150 WFNS 
members; $175 
non-members (Easy 
payment terms 
available)

Writing for teenagers isn’t the same as writing for 
children or for adults. This course will help you craft a 
novel that will appeal to kids from 10 to 14 or 14 to 18.  
We’ll look at character development, plot, voice and the 
use of humour. Participants may bring an existing project 
or begin to work on a new one. Vicki has a particular 
interest in ‘quick read’ book, i.e., fast-paced 15,000 word 
books that are usually but not always aimed at reluctant 
readers. Quick Reads have the advantage of being a 
manageable length for new authors and – perhaps 
even better – are in high demand by many publishers. 
Participants with longer projects are also invited to work 
on them throughout the course.

After a career in advertising and television, Vicki 
Grant wrote her first novel, The Puppet Wrangler, in 2004. 
She was immediately hooked on writing YA. Quid Pro 
Quo, her next novel, quickly became a bestseller and 
won The Arthur Ellis award for Best Juvenile Crime 
Fiction. Vicki also has a particular interest in reluctant 
readers. Dead-End Job, a thriller for teens, was named 
an American Library Association Quick Pick. Orca 
published her high/low novel, Pigboy, in the fall, 2006, 
followed this spring by ID in the Soundings series.

The First Chapter – And Beyond with 
Donna Morrissey
When: Tuesday evenings, 
7 to 9 from January 29 to 
March 18
Cost: $150 WFNS members; 
$175 non-members (Easy 
payment terms available)

Hook your readers with 
the first chapter and keep 

them riveted with your seductive prose. This intensive 
class will look at how great sentences build to engage 
your readers right from the top and keep them turning 
pages to the end. You’ll look at how to depict character 
through action, and at how setting works to establish tone 
and mood. Donna will also talk about publishers, agents 
and how to get your manuscript read.

Donna Morrissey’s best selling, award-winning novel, 
Kit’s Law, has been translated into Japanese, German and 
Dutch. Her two screenplays have won the Atlantic Film 
Scriptwriting Competition two years in succession, with 
one of her scripts, Clothesline Patch, filmed and aired on 
CBC. Clothesline Patch was nominated for two Gemini 
Awards, Best Writing in a Dramatic Series and Best 
Production, which it won. Her second novel, Downhill 
Chance, won the 2003 Thomas Head Raddall Award for 
Fiction, and her next, Sylvanus Now, won the Raddall for 
2005.

What the hell is Creative Non-fiction? 
with Lezlie Lowe
When: Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., from February 2 to 
April 5 (no session March 15 or 22) 
Cost: $150 WFNS members; $175 non-members (Easy 
payment terms available)

This workshop provides an opportunity for writers 
to apply the techniques of storytelling and narrative 
to nonfiction prose pieces, including personal essays, 
features, commentary pieces, reports, journal entries, and 
memoirs. Together, the instructor and other participants 
form your audience, offering support and critical 
feedback about your pieces. Weekly class discussions 
and writing assignments centre on finding focus, showing 
scenes, using dialogue, building story structure and 
increasing readability, helping you shape livelier non-
fiction pieces.

Lezlie Lowe has worked as a writer and editor at 
the Halifax weekly paper The Coast since 1995. She has 
written for publications such as Flare, Atlantic Books Today, 
and Visual Arts Nova Scotia magazine. She is a columnist 
for Aliant.net, 2 magazine, CBC radio’s Mainstreet and The 
Coast. Lezlie has worked as the principal researcher on 
documentary films for Life Network, the Independent 
Film Channel and Bravo and as a tutor in the Journalism 
Program at the University of King’s College since 2003. 
In 2007 she won a Gold Award for Feature Writing at the 
Atlantic Journalism Awards.
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Presidential Prose

Jane´s Moveable Feast
by Mary Jane Copps, WFNS President

“Silent gratitude isn´t much use to anyone,” said 
British novelist Gladys Browyn Stern and the WFNS 

Board of Directors heartily agrees. We have decided to 
make a lot of noise (and have a lot of fun, of course) 
while expressing our gratitude to Jane Buss. 

Since arriving at the Fed on March 15, 1991, Jane has 
grown our membership from 143 paid-up souls to today’s 
761 members in good standing. She has created our 
wonderful library, moved us into welcoming office space, 
created workshops and writerly gatherings throughout 
the province and raised the profile of Nova Scotian 
writers throughout the universe! She´s done all this while 
offering support and advice to individual members as 
they struggle with writer’s block, contracts and book 
launches. 

Jane Buss has made WFNS the envy of every artistic 
not-for-profit in the country. And yes, we do remember 
to buy her gifts and offer our thanks as often as possible. 
And we pay her as much as we can ... but this is the arts, 
you know, so its not like she´s “living large.” 

This summer Jane gently mentioned the prospect of 
her retirement, which would take place in 2015. This got 
the board to thinking (hmmmm) wouldn’t it be grand to 
say thanks with a financial contribution to her retirement 
years. Wouldn’t it be great if everyone who wants to say 
“thanks” to Jane got to participate?

And so, Jane´s Moveable Feast has been born ... well, 
almost born. We´ve got the name and the idea is 

based on an artists’ salon filled with great discussion and 
fabulous food. We know that Jane’s Moveable Feast will 
take place three times a year (tentatively March, June and 
September). The first Feast will take place at my home 
and the discussion will focus on “The Writers’ Life – 
How to Write and Live at the Same Time.” There will be 
three exciting guests who´ll share their own experiences 
and ... we hope you’ll be there with your own ideas and 
comments. 

Tickets for Jane´s Moveable Feast are available for 
$15 each, or a set of three tickets (one for each Feast in 
2008) for $35. You will receive a charitable tax receipt 
for the full amount of your order. And ordering tickets 
is as simple as phoning me (in Halifax at 404-3290 or 
toll free at 1-877-404-3290) or emailing me (mjcopps@
eastlink.ca). The details of each Feast will appear in 

the Fed´s weekly announcements and also through the 
marvels of Facebook. Stay tuned!

All of the proceeds of Jane´s Moveable Feast will go 
towards RRSPs for our Jane ... because silent gratitude is 
just ... silly! n

Mary Jane Copps

Banff Centre deadlines
The deadlines to apply for the various Literary Art 
Programs offered by The Banff Centre are approaching. 
February 1 is the deadline to apply for the Spring 2008 
version of Writing With Style (April 21–April 26 with 
Tim Bowling, chapter one novel; Sarah Ellis, writing for 
children; Myrna Kostash, creative non-fiction; and Sean 
Virgo, short fiction). And February 15 is the date for the 
Spoken Word scheduled for April 7 to 19.

May 15 is the deadline for the fall session of Writing 
With Style (September 15 to 20). Faculty includes Gail 
Bowen, mystery; Steven Heighton, poetry; Audrey 
Thomas, travel writing; and Bill Schermbrucker, memoir. 

Applications for the Wired Writing Studio 2008-
2009 must be in by June 16. This is an opportunity for 
22 writers to puruse their visions and develop their 
voices through one-on-one editorial assistance from 
experienced writers and editors both on-site at The Banff 
Centre and online for five months. 

Details are on The Banff Centre website (www.
banffcentre.ca) under Literary Programs. n  
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ScreenScene

Atlantic flicks make it to theatres
by Ron Foley Macdonald

One story that’s been overlooked on the East Coast film 
scene is how we’ve finally gotten our own stories up 

on the big screen in local commercial cinemas. For two 
years in a row, more than two Atlantic-made features 
have actually received real screen time in the multiplexes 
and single cinema houses in the region.

When Telefilm Canada was founded in the early 
1980s, Canadian films were usually relegated to the 
art-house ghetto of tiny theatres sprinkled in the largest 
urban centres on the East Coast, such as the now defunct 
Wormwood’s in Halifax. After an obligatory screening at 
the Atlantic Film Festival, producers would gnash their 
teeth as the meagre box-office receipts dribbled in from 
the handful of 100-seat screening facilities. Distributors, 
almost all from Central Canada, would simply sigh 
and make room for the few East Coast 35mm prints on 
their tired shelves. When the distributors went out of 
business – and they usually would in 7-to-15-year cycles 
– the prints would disappear and nobody would know 
what happened to them, not even their producers and 
directors. They would be hard-pressed to come up with 
a VHS viewing copy, let alone some kind of modern-day 
DVD.

Well, I’m happy to report, 2006 and 2007 have 
a very different story to tell. The takeover of Famous 
Players exhibition theatres by Empire has led to a far 
more forceful presence of East Coast productions on the 
big screen.

In 2006 three major Atlantic Films made an impact in 
theatres. Whole New Thing, produced by Nova Scotia’s 

Camelia Frieberg and directed by Amnon Buchbinder 
from Daniel MacIvor’s script starring MacIvor himself, 
managed to get itself seen on at least a few screens 
Down East. More importantly, it received press and 
critical attention nationally. Shortly after the fall film 
festival season, Mary Walsh’s adaptation of legendary 
Newfoundland writer Ray Guy’s riotous play Young Triffie’s 
Been Done Away With also received a wide release across 
the country. With Walsh barnstorming from sea to sea to 
sea, accompanied by some of her cast, Young Triffie might 
have been the highest profile Newfoundland feature 
ever to hit the big screens in Canada. Then there was 
the release of what would be 2006’s reigning English 
Canadian Box-Office champ, the movie version of the hit 
Showcase TV series Trailer Park Boys. Amassing almost $4 

million in box office receipts, the film was an unqualified 
success and its American release is scheduled for 
February. A sequel looks highly probable later in 2008.

If 2006 was strong, 2007 was even stronger. 
August saw another Camelia Frieberg project with the 
producer of Wilby Wonderful taking on co-writing and 
directing duties for the first time. A Stone’s Throw received 
substantial coverage from The Globe And Mail and The 
National Post. Ironically, it was left over from the previous 
festival season entangled in one of those distributor 
meltdowns. It’s a tribute to Frieberg’s courage and tenacity 
that she rescued the film and carried through with her 
original exhibition plans.

Then the fall festival season opened the floodgates. 
October witnessed the nationwide release of the 

dramatization of General Romeo Dallaire’s book Shake 
Hands with the Devil from the Halifax Film Company. It 
dominated Canadian film discourse for nearly a month 
and become a must-see screen experience for members 
of Canada’s chattering classes. November’s release of 
the Halifax-shot drama Poor Boy’s Game expanded to a 
larger release pattern in early December and brought 
the region’s profile up considerably. With sterling 
performances from American star Danny Glover and 
up-and-comer Rossif Sutherland (son of East Coast-born 
thespian Donald Sutherland), Poor Boy’s Game has been 
sold to something like 20 overseas territories.

December saw the release of the stoner comedy 
A Bug and A Bag of Weed, put together by Afterdark 
Productions of Halifax. Part of Telefilm Canada’s low 
budget feature program, A Bug and A Bag of Weed had 
already made a splash at the International Marijuana Film 
Festival in Ibiza, Spain, earlier in the year.

Telefilm’s low-budget film program helped three other 
Atlantic feature films get into production – Justin 

Simm’s Down In the Dirt, shot in St. John’s and Halifax 
in July and August; Thom Fitzgerald’s Growing Op, shot 
in New Brunswick in September; and Anne Verrall’s 
Nonsense Revolution, shot in Halifax in October. They will 
hopefully hit the big screens sometime in 2008. We are 
finally seeing our own stories, told by ourselves, up on 
the big screen. It looks like the beginning of a whole new 
era in East Coast film culture. n
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NS writers and Web 2.0: 

The Fed joins Facebook
by Susan Mercereau

Over tea and hermit cookies one 
November afternoon, the WFNS 

team agreed it would be a good idea 
to start an online group at www.
facebook.com, the latest networking 
site on the web. I imagine it was over 
similarly quaint circumstances that 
the Fed decided, in 1996, that we 
should have our very own website 
(www.writers.ns.ca), which now 
holds a vital collection of resources 
and information. 

Whether writers access WFNS 
resources through the website or the 
e-newsletter, press releases, a phone 
call to staff or a stop into the office, 
the Federation functions as a home 
base for writers in the region. Our 
hope is this Facebook group will 
be an extension of that, providing a 
central online meeting space. 

WFNS has 800 or more active 
members at any given time, and the 
Facebook group is open to all of 
them, as well as to anyone else in the 
whole wide world with an interest 
in the profession of writing in Nova 
Scotia. To join, you need to set up an 
individual Facebook account (which 
takes all of two minutes) and then 
search for “Writers’ Federation of 
Nova Scotia” in the search box. 

Eastword will continue to 

highlight members’ latest books 
and other achievements, events 
and issues involving writers, and 
is an archiveable document of our 
activities. The Fed’s online events 
listings will continue to spread the 
word on readings, signings and so 
forth. And every Friday afternoon, 
we will continue to send out a 
loving little e-mail, full of events, 
markets, workshops and other 
opportunities.

The Facebook group is one 
more way of sharing with the 

community just how much we’re up 
to. It is also for members and other 
interested writers to get together in 
a virtual environment for fellowship 
and mutual support. The group 
includes a discussion forum and 
any group member can start or 
respond to a topic. This forum could 
be used to seek advice from other 
writers on works in progress or any 
aspect of the writing life; to share 
your latest writing and publishing 
accomplishments; or to comment 
on an issue that may be relevant to 
other local writers. 

Although the Fed has tried 
to keep up with the latest in 
technology and to use it wherever 
it might apply to our mandate to 

support writers in the region, we’ve 
found that new technologies build 
upon the resources we already have, 
rather than replace them. The Fed 
will post pictures, events and news 
items that are directly affiliated with 
WFNS, but we will never include 
information on Facebook that is not 
also available by some other means. 

We recently used the group to 
promote a poetry reading that took 
place at the Fed. Though 14 WFNS 

Facebook group members claimed 
they “might show up,” all of those 
polled at the reading claimed they’d 
heard about it some other way. And 
that’s just fine with us. We’re not 
sure yet how we can best use the 
resources available through this site, 
or even how long this latest online 
furor will last, but, judging from 
the hundreds of articles available 
on the web right now theorizing 
about Facebook – how it works, 
what it can do, where it’s going, and 
so on – I don’t think we’re alone in 
that uncertainty. In the meantime, 
we invite you to dip your toes into 
Facebook and to use the WFNS 
group in whatever way you find 
useful; and we will continue to 
dip our cookies in orange pekoe 
while plotting for your success and 
happiness. n
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Watching your alcohol intake – Literally
By Miss Appropriate

My darling scribes, my reindeers, my drinkers. The 
enlightening website officepartyrules.com is something I 
think we should all read before next year’s open house 
because it took us a mere 20 minutes to break each and 
every rule prescribed for a successful party. Now I know 
putting rules and party together is like putting funding 
and Rodney together, but we need something to keep us 
in line or we’d be spilling out of our pages into rollicking 
metaphors insisting on more verbing and, in my books, 
that never ends civilly. I think Jeff Foxworthy was being 
ironical when he said: You moon the wrong person at an 
office party and suddenly you’re not ‘professional’ any 
more. But you’d never know it with our crowd – irony 
is so yesterday. The Cape Breton Meet and Greet put us 
to shame, acting the way writers should act: drinking 
mulled wine, reading Christmas stories, speaking with 
their inside voices. Judging by their photo, they even 
managed to stand together without insisting on doing the 
North Pole line dance.

And let me remind you, there were cameras at our 
party, my friends, and call me a rocket scientist but that 
means there are pictures and yes, we saw what you were 
doing with the cheese balls and toothpicks. Soon the 
entire world will be YouTubing The WFNS Cheese Ball 
Christmas Miracle. So to save your reputations, my little 

revelers, here are some basic rules from the website to 
keep in mind:

Watch Your Alcohol Intake. Well, some of you are 
so literal that you did end up watching your hand bring 

your glass 
closer to your 
mouth at each 
gulp with the 
rapt attention 
of a cat and a 
dangly toy so 
technically, 
the rule was 
honoured. But 
a lot of 
you blew it 
by joining 
the WFNS 
Synchronized 
Swimming 
Team in 
the vat of 
punch. I was 
amazed how 

you all could scissor your legs while drinking the very 
stuff you were floating in. I must admit, you break the 
rules with such panache that even I was tempted to join 
you, ice cubes or not.  

Eat Before You Arrive. You’re right. This is a rule 
that begs an argument. What is the point of going 
against the tide and eating healthy in the season of 

Revellers at the Cape Breton Meet and Greet.

Silver Don Cameron (left) and Alan Wilson at Fed Central.
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shortbread and bugle chips, a.k.a.: reincarnated butter 
and lard? Unlike the lone fruitcake that reappears each 
Christmas like some jeezly in-law ghost of Christmas 
past, there is a multitude of other delectable culinary 
sensations that must be eaten. Perhaps this rule should 
be amended: drink until you’ve forgotten you’d eaten 
before you arrive and then eat some more. Which you all 
did anyway. The food table was a blur of troughing that 
would make the Chewing God proud.      

Dress Appropriately. Being a wordy crowd, I know 
we can talk for hours about the word “appropriate.” 
After all, elfin wear is appropriate for the season. So are 
Santa’s thigh-high black boots and his belt. Appropriate 
is such a relative term. How about we change this rule 
to simply: Dress. Being dressed is so important when you 
come to a party and paperbacks will not stay put even 
with duct tape and once a book falls, bestseller or not, 
you’ll be standing in the middle of the room naked. So 
do us all a favour and dress next year. We like getting to 
know you all. Just not that well. n

The festive annual crush begins at Fed Central.

Mentorship works!
It all started at a Writers’ Summit in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, some 10 years ago. An irregular gathering 
of all the writers’ organizations in Canada, it provided 
an opportunity for the various Guilds, Federations 
and Alliances to rub shoulders, brag about favourite 
programs, brain-storm and come up with strategies to 
solve shared problems (and, yes, catch up on the latest 
gossip). Then WFNS President Norene Smiley got a glint 
in her eye as the Saskatchewan President described their 
mentorship program: “We have to find a way to do that, 
Jane.”

It took a couple of years and the generous 
collaboration and support of the Canada Council for 
the Arts and Alistair MacLeod, and WFNS was offering 
a mentorship program, now in its seventh year. Senior 
writers have worked with 30 “young” writers, helping 
them to achieve their potential, standing at the side-
lines coaching, cheerleading, asking the right questions, 
listening, reading, offering constructive suggestion. This 
process has seen seven books coached toward publication: 
Skin Whispers Down by Marilyn Iwama (with Sue MacLeod 
as mentor), Ami McKay’s The Birthhouse (Richard Cumyn), 
Genevieve Lehr’s The Sorrowing House (Sue Goyette), Jacqui 
Halsey’s Peggy’s Letters (Norene Smiley), Susan Cameron’s 
These Four Walls (Carol Bruneau), a novel to be published 
by Penguin (title still in negotiation) from Shandi Mitchell 
(Sue Goyette) and a collection of poetry to be published 
by Wolsak & Wynn from Christina McRae (Marilyn 
Iwama). Other “mentored” writers have achieved serial 
publication, been awarded scholarships, found agents, 
and won competitions. 

An unprecedented flood of applications arrived 
for the September deadline: 59! writers from all over 
the region writing in every genre imaginable. A panel 
of senior writers pored over the material, winnowing 
words, trying to assess whether the writer was ready to 
participate in this process and how best we could create a 
meaningful match. Constrained by budget considerations, 
the panel recommended that five writers be paired – 
Don Roy, Antigonish, working with Leo McKay Jr. on 
a novel; Mary Kathryn Arnold, Halifax, working on 
a poetry collection with Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen; 
Kathryn Bjornson working on a poetry collection with 
Sue Goyette; Camilla Morrow, Halifax, working on a 
story collection with Maureen Hull; and Julie Glaser, 
Dartmouth, working on fiction with Christy Ann Conlin. 
We look forward to celebrating this season’s harvest at 
a Port AUTHORitieS Reading that will conclude the 
Federation’s Annual General Meeting next June 7. n

Writing Fiction Courses 
for Beginners & Intermediates 

With Russell Barton, 
author and experienced teacher

10 lessons in Halifax - Lacewood Dr (West Park Mall).
Starts January 14 - 9 a.m.-12 noon $150, 

or  
10 lessons in Dartmouth - Pleasant St

Starts January 16 - 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m. $140
Up to 30 hours of technique in writing & editing fiction. 

Interactive classes on plotting, characterization, editing, 
narrative structure, dialogue & setting. Assignments Edited.

Register: rusbarton@eastlink.ca  or ph. 463 9672  



imPRESSed – new titles by WFNS members

Quarantine, What is Old is New: 
Halifax and the Lawlor’s Island 
Quarantine Station 1866-1938
Ian Cameron
New World Publishing, 2007, $19.95
ISBN 1895814340

Medical doctor and historian Ian 
Cameron reveals the ghosts of 
Halifax’s medical history, including 
tragic events, unimaginable 
hardships, public health successes 
and failures, remarkable bravery and 
unforgivable incompetence. 

Born and raised in Truro, Ian 
Arthur Cameron received a BA 
in History from Mount Allison 
University and an MD from 
Dalhousie University. He has been 
a Professor of Family Medicine at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax 
since 1979 and president of the 
Dalhousie Society for the History 
of Medicine since 1984. He has 
numerous presentations and 
publications on medical history and 
medical humanities to his credit, Dr. 
Cameron’s major area of interest is 
quarantine. 

Samuel la tornade
Katia Canciani 
illustrated by Christine Battuz
Éditions Bayard, 2007, $8.95
ISBN 978-2-89579-147-8

Samuel déborde d’énergie. Se mettre 
en rang, rester assis, lever la main? 
Ce n’est pas pour lui!  Il est trop 
pressé, trop excité, alors il se fait 
souvent gronder. Mais Samuel n’est 
pas seulement une petite tornade. 
Samuel est aussi le meilleur ami de 
Jérémy. Une série qui met en valeur 
les particularités de chaque enfant, 
sans taire ses faiblesses, ni oublier 
ses forces. Un album pour favoriser 
l’estime de soi des petites tornades. 

Mère de trios filles, Katia 
Canciani adore les voyages, le 
chocolate et les livres passionnants. 
Née au Québec pendant une grosse 
tempête de neige, Katia a aussi 
habité au Manitoba et en Ontario. 
Depuis 2005, elle est installée en 
Nouvelle-Écosse. Bachelière en 
communications, Katia a déjà été 
pilote professionnelle … mais c’est 
au maniement des mots qu’elle se 
consacre maintenant.

One Last Chance
Bonna Mae Chapman
iUniverse.com, 2007, $18.95 (pb), $6 
Adobe e-book
ISBN 0-595-47511-6

Set in Debert amid the chaos of 
World War II, this story follows 
10 characters as their lives are 
intertwined during desperate times. 
The colourful characters are twisted 
and pushed to the limit as the 
choices they make change their lives 
forever. The book opens with the 
story of a hermit, Willard Finley, 
who lives on Debert Mountain. Some 
say he’s not to be trusted and most 
try to look the other way. When 
secrets are withheld, the silence 
becomes too much to bear and the 
pressure creates ripples in the fabric 
of the characters’ lives. 

Bonna Mae Chapman was raised 
in Debert, Nova Scotia. One of eight 
children, she’s the first of a long line 
of storytellers to put her own twist 
of stories on paper. 
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Starting Over
Glen Ells
2007, $20 Available from the author at 
(902) 582-7298

Set in Nova Scotia’s Annapolis Valley 
in 1760, Starting Over is the story of 
Acadian Joseph LeBlanc, who escapes 
and hides in the woods during the 
upheaval of 1755. When the New 
England Planters arrive and settle on 
their grants, Joe obtains employment 
with a family. Anna, the eldest of 
the six girls and two boys in this 
family, works alongside Joe and 
they begin to think of each other 
as more than a sister and brother in 
spite of the apparent hopelessness of 
their situation. This Acadian–Planter 
relationship soon tests the limits of 
tolerance in a conservative farming 
community.

The project that led to this novel 
was at first aimed at explaining local 
family history to his grandchildren. 
Glen Ells is one of the seventh 
generation of the Ells family that is 
farming in Kings County, NS. His 
ancestor, Joshua Ells, came from 
Connecticut and settled on Canard 
Street in 1760. Glenn is living and 
farming on part of the original 
family woodlot in Sheffield Mills; he 
and his wife, Leta, live in the house 
built in 1832 by Joseph Edward Ells. 

Kisses Kisses Baby-O!
Sheree Fitch
Nimbus, 2008, $6.50
ISBN 1551096463

Kisses Kisses Baby-O! is a story for 
newborns told from the point of 
view of a parent or caregiver, but 
with high interaction with baby’s 
world and tuned to events in baby’s 
day. Sheree Fitch delivers what 
she’s famous for: fun, intelligent, 
participatory text. Using rhythm 
and onomatopoeia, Sheree’s bubbly 
text begins with baby waking, and 
follows through eating, bathing, 
playing, and finally sleeping. 

Sheree Fitch is an award-
winning poet, lecturer and 
storyteller. Her first book, Toes in My 
Nose, was published in 1987 and is 
still a bestselling Canadian children’s 
book. Sheree is the Honourary 
Spokesperson for the IWK Read 
to Me program in Nova Scotia and 
Honorary Patron for Literacy New 
Brunswick. She currently resides 
in Washington, DC and River John, 
Nova Scotia.

F is for Fiddlehead:  
A New Brunswick Alphabet
Marilyn Lohnes 
illustrated by Susan Tooke
Sleeping Bear Press, 2007, $19.95
ISBN 978-1585363186

Do you know which Canadian 
province is the only officially 
bilingual one? Or what type of 
seaweed is actually sold and eaten as 
a snack food? The answers to these 
questions, along with many other 
facts, traditions, and much history, 
can be found in F is for Fiddlehead: A 
New Brunswick Alphabet. 

Marilyn Lohnes has worked for 
many years as a librarian, has read 
thousands of stories to children, and 
has helped to bring authors to New 
Brunswick through the Canadian 
Children’s Book Week. 

Born in New Jersey, Susan 
moved to Canada in 1980, and 
has made Halifax her home. Susan 
received the Lillian Shepherd 
Memorial Award for Excellence in 
Illustration, as well as the Mayor’s 
Award, for Brave Jack and the Unicorn 
(2005). She has illustrated several 
books including A Fiddle for Angus 
and Free as the Wind, Saving the Horses 
of Sable Island.  
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The Gargoyle’s Left Ear:  
Writing in Ottawa 
Susan McMaster
Black Moss Press, 2007, $17.00
ISBN 978-0-88753-443-0
Available through www.kitdistco.ca 

The Gargoyle’s Left Ear presents 
a unique blend of vignettes, 
reminiscence, and poetry. This 
memoir is part of the Black Moss 
Press Settlements series on the roots 
and craft of Canadian writers. It 
offers memories of McMaster’s life in 
the capital, writing and publishing 
poetry; performing with First Draft, 
SugarBeat, and Geode; editing 
publications like Branching Out and 
Dangerous Graces: Women’s Poetry on 
Stage; and organizing art and action 
projects like Convergence: Poems for 
Peace.

Susan McMaster’s dozen poetry 
books and recordings have been 
shortlisted for such awards as the 
Jane Jordan Poetry Prize, the CAA 
Poetry Prizes, the Ottawa Book 
Award, the Archibald Lampman 
Award, and the CBC literary awards. 
She has presented her music and 
poetry across Canada and her work 
has appeared in many periodicals 
and anthologies. 

Maggie and the Chocolate War
Michelle Mulder
Second Story Press, 2007, $14.95
ISBN 978-1897187272

Maggie has been saving her delivery-
job money for weeks to buy her 
best friend, Jo, a chocolate bar for 
her birthday. It’s 1947, and while 
the war is over and ration tickets 
are gone, food prices are going up. 
Then it is announced that the price 
of chocolate is going up too! Maggie 
and her friends leap into action and 
wage a strike against the price hike. 
But what can a bunch of kids do? 
More than you’d think! Based on 
real events, Maggie and the Chocolate 
War is filled with photographs and 
newspaper documents covering 
an amazing historical moment 
that united children from British 
Columbia to the Atlantic coast. 

Michelle Mulder is passionate 
about books, bicycles, children, and 
chocolate. This is her third book for 
children. She has lived in Halifax, 
Montreal, and Vancouver. She 
and her husband currently live in 
Victoria, BC.

Bounce and Beans and Burn
Shannon Murray 
illustrated by Doretta Groenendyk
Acorn Press, 2007, $7.95
ISBN 978-1-894838-28-3

After breakfast Sam is so excited 
that he’s bouncing off the walls. His 
mother tells him to go out to the 
garden to play. At lunch he’s so full 
of beans that all he can get up to is 
mischief. His grandmother tells him 
to go out to the garden to play. After 
supper he has so much energy to 
burn that he can’t sit still. His father 
tells him to go out to the garden 
to play. Little do they know that 
when Sam goes to the garden, he 
turns into a ferocious Samurai, goes 
on an adventure with Jack and the 
Beanstalk, and meets a fire-breathing 
dragon.

Shannon Murray’s first book 
was written for her own son who 
has ADHD. Shannon is professor of 
English at UPEI.

A graduate of NSCAD, Doretta 
Groenendyk delights in the colours, 
lines, and stories around her. Doretta 
also illustrated Fiddles and Spoons. She 
paints, illustrates, writes, and teaches 
art with her husband and three 
children in Canning. 
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Free Wind Home:  
A Childhood Memoir, 1935-48
Gary Saunders
Breakwater Books, 2007, $17.95
ISBN 1550812319

Free Wind Home carries the reader 
full circle through a childhood 
rooted in a sleepy Newfoundland 
outport with 19th-century traditions, 
existing in a 20th-century world 
of war and uncertain politics. It is 
a visceral tale full of the tangible 
wonders of discovery and play, the 
fulfilling simplicity of nature, and 
the sometimes frightening shifts and 
changes of life.

Gary Saunders was born in 
northeast Newfoundland and 
received a B.Sc. in forestry from the 
University of New Brunswick and a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from Mount 
Allison University in 1965. His 
published works include Rattles and 
Steadies, Alder Music, and Wildlife of 
Atlantic Canada and New England. Gary 
lives and works in Truro.

The Flush of Victory:  
Jack Bottomly Among the Virgins
Ray Smith
Biblioasis, 2007, $23.95
ISBN 978-1897231289

Major Jack (Bummo) Bottomly 
is a busy man. As second-in-
command at DNDI Canadian Air 
Force Intelligence he must coddle 
his feeble-minded colonel, his 
wanking corporal, and his geekish 
new computer hacker. Intelligence 
gathering? Because of budget cuts, 
they make do with second-hand 
copies of Time and PR handouts from 
the CIA. Jack learns the KGB wants 
to steal a clapped-out Canadian 
Forces aircraft. He’d happily sell 
them one for the Soviet aeronautical 
museum, but then he learns the 
CIA is involved. With the help of 
bibulous Bluey Jones of the RAAF, 
Jack takes low cunning and mayhem 
to Vancouver, London, Switzerland 
and Amsterdam to uncover (and 
profit from) the conspiracy. 

Ray Smith was born in Mabou, 
Cape Breton, and now lives in 
Montreal and Mabou.

Rooke’s Island  
The Prophecy of the Staring Eyes
S.K. Whalen
iUniverse.com, 2007  
$28.95 (hc)  $14.95 (pb) 
ISBN 978-0-595044545-5

Margery Mutters, a school teacher, 
sets off to explore the three levels 
of a bizarre island that she has 
inherited. Driven by the staring eyes, 
she is soon on a journey that takes 
her from the peculiar to the creepy 
and downright terrifying. Nothing 
makes sense and nothing is familiar. 
There is no turning back. Margery 
becomes involved with a Council 
of Owls and is woven into their 
ancient prophecy; however, even 
the slightest change in history could 
affect the owls’ destiny for another 
thousand years.

Born in North Vancouver, Susan 
Whalen moved to NS in 1970. Susan 
and her granddaughter, Victoria 
Oliver, were inspired to write Rooke’s 
Island, the Prophecy of the Staring Eyes 
after receiving a gift of more than a 
hundred owl sculptures. It was as if 
they had opened Pandora’s Box and 
the staring eyes of the owl figurines 
came to life.
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Who’s doing what
n Racked — members’ work 
appearing in the copious cornucopia 
of e-signals, journals, mags and rags 
crossing your editor’s desk into the 
Fed Reference Library (open 9:30 
to 4:30 Monday through Friday for 
your adulation and astonishment): 
Harvey Sawlor dons his 007 hat 
to scale sheer cliffs at the NORAD 
station in Labrador for the lead 
story in the end of the year issue 
of Saltscapes, with Eleanor Beaton 
following up with a close look at the 
tuna fishery while Megan Venner 
takes an alternate approach to less 
toxic home construction/renovation 
and Jodi DeLong marvels at the 
year-round magic of evergreens, 
all wrapped up with last words 
from Darcy Rhyno chatting with 
League of Peaceful Schools founder, 
Hetty van Gurp; Phil Moscovitch 
profiles screenwriter Vito Viscomi 
for Canadian Screenwriter marking 
Vito’s journey from sketch comedian 
to animated action series and the 
conclusion that he prefers “the stress 
of staring at a page over staring 
at an audience;” Rural Delivery is 
a flurry of apple blossom as Jodi 
DeLong ponders Annapolis Valley 
apples and the logic that fills our 
supermarkets with apples from 
away; Anne Shirley turns 100 in 
2008 and Allan Lynch dishes the 
history and all the dirt in “Anne 
Shirley: What Have You Done to 
Canada?” for The Review; Joyce 
Glasner has the cover story for the 
current issue of The Beaver focusing 
on the Halifax Explosion; Heddy 
Johanessen reports two stories in 
the February issue of Canadian Stories; 
FreeFall Magazine soared with a new 
poem from Kathryn Bjornson for 
its fall issue; the winter edition of 
Descant sings with a new story, “The 

Thing about Luck” from Renée 
Hartleib; if you want to know, the 
answer is with Nanci Lee’s poetic 
contribution to The Antigonish Review, 
“What We Can Learn from the 
Enallagma Cyathigerum”, where 
you’ll also find a new poem from 
Kathryn Bjornson and Andy 
Wainwright’s review of George 
Elliott Clarke’s Trudeau: Long March 
& Shining Path. 

n In the Launch Slip! — a frantic, 
festive time of year of launching 
new releases with Gary Saunders 
front and centre at the Truro 
Library before heading east to 
St. John’s to celebrate Free Wind 
Home (Breakwater) out just 
before Christmas and capturing 
his childhood in Twillingate, 
Newfoundland, from 1938 to 1948; 
poet Susan McMaster completed 
work on her newest book, The 
Gargoyle’s Left Ear (Black Moss), in 
Minasville this past summer and 
gave it a first airing with readings at 
the Minasville Community Centre 
and Kennetcook Public School, 
before heading back to Ottawa 
where it was launched at the Ottawa 
Public Library as part of the 26th 
anniversary celebration for First 
Draft, the intermedia group co-
founded by Susan in 1981; Bonna 
Mae Chapman released her first 
adult book, One Last Chance, at 
Debert School where it all began, 
early in December; Sleeping Bear 
Press released F is for Fiddlehead: A 
New Brunswick Alphabet by Marilyn 
Lohnes with illustrations by Susan 
Tooke in Fredericton this fall; 
Frog Hollow Books was a crush 
of admirers to baptize Susan 
Cameron’s first novel, These Four 
Walls (McArthur & Co.), which is set 

amid the chaos of wartime Halifax. 

n Signed, Sealed, Delivery Ahead! 
— Shauntay Grant has mined 
a childhood of effervescent and 
colourful memories to create Up 
Home, a new picture book from 
Nimbus with illustrations by Susan 
Tooke, scheduled for this year; 
the 2005 Atlantic Writing Awards 
Gala, cancelled as a result of snow 
blast complicated by congregations 
of bikers meant Jamie Leck didn’t 
get to bow to an audience for his 
Joyce Barkhouse Award-winning 
“Guiness the Gobber and the Pickle 
Farm Fiasco” and the lead up to 
his contract with KidsCan has 
felt almost as long, but it’s finally 
happened in time for Christmas and 
the ink is drying on his contact for 
The Adventures of Jack Lime, scheduled 
for a relatively immediate release 
in Spring 2010!; for all who’ve 
delighted in the lip-slippery magic 
of Sheree Fitch’s incantations for 
children, there’s reason for big 
kids to celebrate: she’s signed a 
contract with Vagrant for her first 
adult novel. Kiss the Joy as It Flies is 
scheduled for 2008; with a flurry 
of final proofs doing battle with 
opportunistic blizzards, Budge 
Wilson has decided to postpone 
Christmas until June so she can cope 
with the myriad of final details for 
the publication of Before Green Gables, 
which Penguin has scheduled for 
early 2008 release in celebration 
of Anne Shirley’s 100th birthday; 
all who’ve yearned for a return of 
Bonnie Marsden and her Clean Sweep 
mysteries, broadcast several years 
ago by CBC on The Mystery Project 
and subsequently published by 
Pottersfield Press (Clean Sweep and 
Back Roads of Membertou County), will 
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be delighted to learn that Alf Silver 
is working with Emmy Alcorn at 
Mulgrave Road Theatre on a script 
that will have our insouciant sleuth 
touring the province; must be 
something in the Antigonish air that 
fires the imagination. With a new 
collection of poetry, Quick, out this 
year, and planning for the summer 
season of The Blue Heron workshops 
completed, Anne Simpson’s now 
looking forward to the McClelland 
& Stewart February release of her 
new novel, Falling. 

n Kudos and Break Open a Bottle 
of Bubbly Best! — with more than 
800 entries to the Winning Writers 
War Poetry Contest, Brenda Tate 
was delighted to be awarded an 
Honourable Mention plus 100 
smackeroos and a polo shirt!; 
Maureen Hull won first place in 
the Young Adult Fiction, Mature 
Themes category, for View from 
a Kite (Vagrant) at the 1st annual 
Moonbeam Awards sponsored 
by US Independent Publisher 
magazine; Ami McKay has been 
nominated for the longlist for the 
2008 International IMPAC Literary 
Award for The Birth House (Knopf). 
Administered by Dublin City 
Public Libraries, the award is worth 
$137,000 and invites submissions 
from libraries from all corners of the 
globe written in any language. The 
shortlist will be announced on April 
2, with the winning work of fiction 
announced in June; few get to wear 
the “green jacket”: Tiger Woods has 
four … and now Jennifer Overton 
may wear one as well. Tiger earned 
his at the Masters’ Golf Tournament 
in Augusta, Georgia; Jennifer was 
cloaked with hers at the Autism 
Golf Ball in Halifax this fall for her 
work in creating understanding and 
acceptance for those touched by 
autism which Jennifer has done by 
writing her book, Snapshots of Autism, 

and then adapting it as a stage play 
with Eastern Front Theatre, God’s 
Middle Name; the forest of tree 
award nominations are beginning to 
sprout and it was great to see Pigboy 
(Orca) by Vicki Grant and Torrie 
and the Snake-Prince (Annick) by K.V. 
Johansen on the Ontario Library 
Association’s Silver Birch list, and 
The End of the World as We Know It 
(Fitzhenry & Whiteside) by Lesley 
Choyce and Don Aker’s The Space 
Between (HarperCollins) nominated 
for the White Pine Award. 

n Glenn Ells writes regular weekly 
‘On the Farm’ columns for the Kings 
County Advertiser. Now he’s published 
his own book, Starting Over. He 
was recently the guest speaker for 
the Hantsport and Area Historical 
Society, talking about the New 
England Planters, the fictionalized 
subject of his book, which has 
almost sold out its first printing.

n The ever peripatetic Martine 
Jacquot has been on the road again:  
The Assocation de lecteurs, écrivains 
et conteurs in Ozoir-la-Ferrière, just 
outside Paris, invited her to present 
her work last September. While 
there, the Association created a CD 
that included an interview with 
Martine and her suggestions for 
writers keen to realize well-written 
books. On her return to Canada, 
she also spoke about the process of 
writing at the Université d’Ottawa.

n On the road this spring is Halifax 
Poet Laureate Lorri Neilsen Glenn 
in good company with St. John’s 
Laureate Agnes Walsh. They’ll 
start in January in Edmonton 
where they’ll read with the 
newly appointed Alberta capital 
Laureate Ted Blodgett … thence to 
Yellowknife, Whitehorse, Salt Spring 
Island and Victoria where Laureate 
Carla Funk with add her Lotus-

Land-on-the-Pacific ambience to the 
poetic mix. The vice-regal progress 
will resume in March as our Atlantic 
duo return with stops in Regina and 
Saskatoon where they’ll be joined 
by prairie Laureates present and 
past Robert Currie, Glen Sorestad 
and Louise Halfe, before heading 
to Toronto for readings with Pier 
Giorgio di Cicco in concert with 
Owen Sound Laureate Liz Zetlin and 
Brantford’s John B. Lee. The tour will 
conclude at the Ottawa Tree Reading 
Series.

n One of the great glories of the 
Christmas season is the glorious 
celebration of song and story.   
George Borden was front and centre 
with a performance of his dramatic 
reading, The Christmas Story: From 
Cradle to Glory which was staged in 
the sanctuary of Cornwallis Street 
United Baptist Church, Halifax, on 
the Sunday before Christmas.

n After the success of his first 
publishing venture, Da Mudder 
Tung, A Cape Breton Slang Dictionary, 
which sold out its original press 
run of 5,000 in two months and has 
subsequently been reprinted three 
times, Glen Gray has gone on to 
publish four more books. The most 
recent, timed for the season, is Cape 
Breton Christmas Memories, which 
collects 26 short stories that centre 
on the festive occasion.

n They call him Doctor Doctor! 
Silver Donald Cameron was 
recently presented with an Honorary 
Doctor of Letters (D.Litt) from 
Cape Breton University this fall, 
an honour previously extended in 
2004 by the discriminating folks at 
the University of Kings College. In 
addition to innumerable magazine 
articles, plays, films, radio and 
tv scripts, an extensive body of 
corporate and governmental writing, 
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Don has written 16 books and has 
won such awards as the Evelyn 
Richardson, Atlantic Provinces 
Booksellers and City of Dartmouth 
Book Awards. He also had the very 
good sense to be a founding member 
of your Federation, and to be ever-
available to swoop in to assist at 
times of crisis.

n It all started with a road trip for 
Symphony Nova Scotia. They were 
playing at Th’ YARC in Yarmouth, 
where an entranced spider 
descended from the fly gallery to 
Binnie Brennan’s viola D string. 
Half a dozen years later, Binnie’s 
recounting of her chance meeting 
proved the opportune starting point 
for the SNS/Dalhousie Theatre 
Department collaboration, A Spider’s 
Tale, which drew bumper crowds 
and boisterous applause at the Dunn 
Theatre as December opened. No 
spiders were harmed in the making 
of this production!

n The Osprey Arts Centre in 
Shelburne was the stage for another 
world premier to herald December. 
Darcy Rhyno and Basement Theatre 
presented Snowbirds, a seasonal 
comedy about a Nova Scotia couple 
who retire to Florida to play golf …
except at Christmas.

n Beatrice MacNeil, who appeared 
at the Toronto Harbourfront 
International Festival of Authors 
this fall with her latest release from 
Key Porter, Where White Horses Gallop, 
was in great demand throughout 
December with bookstore signings 
in Sydney and Antigonish.

n Although department budgets 
for Creation Grants never seem 
sufficiently elastic to encompass jury 
recommendations, the NS Arts and 
Partnership Council has invented 
some new awards including “The 

Established Artist Recognition 
Awards.” Established writers 
recognized in the inaugural year 
were Donna Morrissey and Alain 
Raimbault.

n Molly’s Restaurant in Fredericton 
is known for its warm ambience 
and author readings: recent guests 
include Wayne Curtis and Greg 
Cook.

n The Nova Scotia Department of 
Education invited Sheree Fitch 
to be their keynote speaker at this 
fall’s Premier’s Forum on Student 
Achievement. Predictably, she 
rocked! As have the Department’s 
efforts these past few years in 
literacy and the literary arts. Two 
years ago, for the first time ever, 
Education partnered with WFNS 
in WITS (Writers in the Schools), 
contributing $25,000 to our budget, 
finally helping us to begin to meet 
the overwhelming demand. This 
year, the Department has also 
provided every school in Nova 
Scotia with grades 4 through 6 
with a copy of the Hackmatack 
nominated titles – an investment 
which they plan to double next year. 
Ann Blackwood, who is Director of 

English Program Services, has also 
come to our rescue by providing an 
office to Kate Watson, coordinator of 
the Hackmatack Children’s Choice 
Awards, when the former office 
space was lost as the Provincial 
Library headquarters moved. Thanks 
where thanks are due: you rock, 
Department of Education!

n With record numbers of bookings 
for Writers in the Schools this season 
(198 full days/205 half days!) Nova 
Scotia has been humming with artists 
on tour all fall. Beyond WITS, there 
have been writers in the libraries, 
bookstores and community centres. 
K.V. Johansen was reading from 
her latest Cassandra Virus book, 
The Drone Wars (Sybertooth), in the 
Sackville, NB, Library; Linda Little 
was front and centre as part of the 
Written Word Coming to Life Series 
hosted by the Archives and Special 
Collections at Dalhousie Library; 
Steve Vernon was telling campfire 
tales at Woodlawn Branch Library; 
Beatrice MacNeil popped into the 
Keshen-Goodman Library to read 
from her new book, Where White 
Horses Gallop (Key Porter); while 
Poet Laureate Lorri Neilsen Glenn 
hosted an Open Mic for writers of 
many languages at Spring Garden 
Road Library; Katia Canciani was 
featured at the Salon du Livre in 
Dieppe, NB, and at the Conseil 
communautaire du Grand-Havre 
in Dartmouth; Outside the Lines 
Bookstore on Quinpool Road in 
Halifax was the perfect setting for  
Jane Finlay-Young to read from 
Watermelon Syrup (Laurier Press) by 
her friend Annie Jacobsen.

New members
The Directors, members and staff of 
WFNS are delighted to extend the 
warmest welcome, or welcome back, 
to the following member writers:
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Sheena Alleyne, Halifax
Chris Benjamin, Halifax
Judith E. MacKenzie Castell, Truro
Barbara Cottrell, Halifax
April-Anne Dockrill, Dartmouth
Sandra Dunn, Sydney
Mary Ediger, Port Mouton
Deanna Foster, Halifax
Amy James, Kingston
Christine MacDonald, Halifax
Evelyn McCall, Dartmouth
Sterling McNeil, Grand Mira North
Jennifer Morash, Truro
Deanna More, Fall River
Kim Mullin, Westville
Heather Neilson, Liverpool
Angela Njoku, Halifax
Simon Ridgewary, Halifax
Joseph A. Rose, South Ohio
Burton L. Russell, Kentville
John C. Smith, Halifax
Ray Smith, Mabou
Sean Steller, Dartmouth
Shelley Thompson, Antigonish
Maryann Whalen, Port Medway
Marilyn Williams, Springhill
Cheri Wilson, Halifax
Pauline Wright, Wolfville

The Writers’ Union of Canada workshop – From Desk to Book-
store: Making the Leap to Writing as a Career 
Monday, February 25, Halifax, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Including a one-hour 
lunch break with lunch provided) at the Dalhousie Student Union, Room 303, 
6136 University Avenue. Cost: $45 (includes lunch)

This full-day event is designed to enhance the careers of book writers, 
whether unpublished, emerging, or established. 

Workshop leaders are Wayne Grady, who has written 11 books 
of nonfiction, published short stories, criticism and feature articles in 
most of Canada’s major magazines, and is an award-winning translator; 
Genni Gunn, author of the critically acclaimed Hungers, a novelist, poet, 
translator, librettist and musician who has published with various Canadian 
publishers; and Deborah Windsor, Executive Director of The Writers’ Union 
of Canada.

Topics include: getting the book from desk to bookstore; submissions: 
approaching agents and publishers; publishing contracts; the author/editor 
relationship and author/agent relationship; making a living: royalties, 
readings, residencies, reviewing, translation; professional development 
(conferences, workshops and creative writing programs); income tax; Public 
Lending Right and Access Copyright; how to submit fiction and nonfiction 
to magazines; pitching a nonfiction book versus a novel; creative research for 
nonfiction, fiction and poetry; and branding and print on demand.

Participants will receive workshop kits including handouts on publisher 
style sheets and submission guidelines, agents’ submission guidelines, 
publisher and agent contacts, and income tax statements, as well as 
complimentary copies of the Union’s publications: Model Trade Book Contract, 
Help Yourself to a Better Contract, Author & Editor, Glossary of Publishing Terms, and 
Writers’ Guide to Grants.

Registration is limited and there will be no registration on site. Forms 
are available at The Writers Union of Canada website – www.writersunion.
ca – and applications must be received in Toronto by February 15. For further 
information, contact Valerie Laws at info@writersunion.ca or 416-504-8982 
extension 224. n

n At Riverport, author Frances Jewel Dickson and her publisher Lesley 
Choyce (left) of Pottersfield Press launched The DEW Line Years, Voices from 
the Coldest Cold War. They were joined by two of the original Distant Early 
Warning liners, Calvin Carrutheres and Derek Watson. 

Write Here! Write 
Now!
The Tatamagouche Centre has lined 
up a writing weekend for young 
writers between the ages of 12 and 
18 during spring break, March 
7 to 10, starting on the Friday at 
5 p.m. and running through the 
Monday at 1 p.m. Students will 
have the opportunity to work with 
experiences writers to explore a 
variety of forms of writing – spoken 
word with Shauntay Grant, poetry 
and zines with Joanne Jefferson, and 
poetry and short stories with Ken 
Ward. For further information, visit 
www.tatacentre.ca or call 1-800-218-
2220. n



Markets, etc.
The Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia 
does not necessarily endorse the markets or 
competitions listed here. Please make every 
effort to check any market or competition 
before submitting material. Read the 
magazine first. Publishers usually sell 
single, sample copies and back issues 
and writers’ guidelines are often on a 
magazine’s website. Your local library has 
public access computers.

n The Malahat Review: University 
of Victoria, PO Box 1700 Station 
CSC, Victoria BC V8W 2Y2 (http://
malahatreview.ca) Publishes 
poetry, short fiction and reviews 
of Canadian books quarterly. To 
mark British Columbia’s 150th 
anniversary, it will devote an issue 
to B.C. and the Green Imagination. 
Deadline for submissions is June 
1 postmark. “Focusing on creative 
approaches rather than on polemics 
and manifestos, this special issue 
aspires to place British Columbia 
– and the idea of British Columbia 
– at the ecological centre of the 
debate to show a variety of literary 
responses to questions such as: What 
is wilderness? What is nature? Is the 
natural world our adversary to be 
conquered and tamed, as Georgius 
Agricola argued in his 1556 ‘Defense 
of Mining the Earth’? Are we 
stewards of it, as P.K. Page suggests in 
her poem ‘Planet Earth’? Are we an 
integral part of the natural world, as 
Don McKay and Chief Dan George 
contend? What is the relationship 
between language and nature? What 
is nature writing?” Open to writers 
outside BC. No restriction as to form 
or approach. Poetry, fiction, personal 
essay, memoir, cultural criticism, 
nature writing, literary journalism 
and book reviews of relevant texts 
are welcome. Guidelines on website. 
Pays an honorarium of $40 per 
printed page.    

n Descant: PO Box 314 Station P, 
Toronto ON M5S 2S8 (www.descant.
ca) This quarterly considers poetry, 
short stories, novel excerpts, plays, 
essays, interviews, musical scores, 
visual presentations. Can take up to 
a year for them to respond. Looking 
for special submissions for a theme 
issue to be published Fall 2009 – 
Dance. “What is dance? Celebration, 
ritual, self-expression, display, 
competition, art? Human beings have 
been dancing for over a million 
years. In the early 21st century, some 
of the hottest dance is on the streets. 
We want your stories, essays, poems, 
art and installations.” Deadline 
is July 1, 2008. Pays $100 on 
publication. Guidelines on website. 

n Briarpatch: 2138 McIntyre 
St., Regina SK S4P 2R7 
(www,briarpatchmagazine.com) 
Publishes 8 issues a year. “Covers 
current events and important social 
and environmental issues from a 
fresh and fearless perspective. … 
publishes writing and artwork on 
a wide range of topics, including 
current events, grassroots activism, 
electoral politics, economic justice, 
ecology, labour, food security, 
gender equity, indigenous struggles, 
international solidarity, and other 
issues of political importance.” 
Check their editorial schedule 
for upcoming themes and query 
deadlines. “Welcomes queries from 
unpublished writers, seasoned 
freelancers, front-line activists, and 
anyone else with a story to tell and a 
desire to tell it compellingly.” Query 
first. Guidelines on website. 

n Neo-opsis Science Fiction 
Magazine: 4129 Carey Road, 
Victoria, BC, V8Z 4G5 (www.neo-
opsis.ca) A digest-size quarterly. In 
addition to short stories, it contains 
factual articles related to science 
and science fiction, reviews of books 

and movies, editorials and opinion 
columns. Writers guidelines on 
website. Pays 2.5¢ per word, to a 
maximum of $125.

n NUVO Magazine: 3055 
Kingsway, Vancouver, BC V5R 
5J8 (www.nuvomagazine.com) A 
quarterly general interest magazine. 
Query first. Writers guidelines 
on website. “Includes articles on 
business, travel, finance, wine, 
gourmet food, fashion, celebrities, 
music and much more.” 

n On Spec: PO Box 4727, Edmonton 
AB T6E 5G6 (www.onspec.ca) A 
quarterly magazine of speculative 
fiction (SF) and poetry. Publishes 
fantasy, science fiction, horror, 
ghost stories, fairy stories, and 
magic realism. Detailed guidelines 
on website. Deadlines February 28, 
May 31, August 31, and November 
30. Pays between $50 and $180 for 
fiction (up to 6,000 words), $20 for 
poetry, $50 for short-shorts (under 
1,000 words). 

n More: (www.moremagazine.
ca) “Canada’s magazine celebrating 
women over 40.” Published 6 times 
a year by Transcontinental Media. 
Runs features and departments of 
varying lengths, with a balance 
between the practical and the 
philosophical, the light-hearted and 
the investigative. All articles should 
speak to women between the ages 
of 40 and 59. Regular departments 
open to freelancers include Memoir 
(evocative first-person essays), Travel, 
Food (articles can be associated with 
a destination, a specific artisan or 
nutrition), Second Acts (first-person 
or profile pieces focusing on women 
who have reinvented themselves 
after the age of 40), More Over (the 
humour page, maximum 600 words). 
Query first. Guidelines on website.   
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n Etude: New Voices in Literary 
Nonfiction (http://etude.uoregon.
edu/autumn2007) An online 
quarterly published by the 
University of Oregon’s School of 
Journalism and Communication. 
Showcases narrative nonfiction and 
immersion reportage and literary 
journalism by new and emerging 
writers. Interested in the small story 
that illuminates the larger theme. 
Also interested in character sketches 
but not in memoir. Celebrates 
evocative storytelling, fresh 
perspectives and intelligent voices. 
Read the magazine first so you know 
what they want. Query first.

n Freehand Books is a new 
literary book publishing operation 
by Broadview Press (www.
broadviewpress.com) of Calgary 
and Guelph. The new press aims 
to discover and publish new and 
established writers of literary fiction, 
poetry, memoir, biography, and 
creative non-fiction on a variety of 
timely topics. Submit manuscripts 
with SASE to: Freehand Books, 
412- 815-1st Street S.W., Calgary 
T2P 1N3. Guidelines available on 
website (http://broadviewpress.com/
Freehand-Submissions).

n en Route: (www.enroutemag.
com) Air Canada’s award-winning 
bilingual (English/French) inflight 
monthly magazine. “an upscale, 
travel lifestyle magazine interested 
in everything from wine to design, 
popular science to pop music.” Open 
to freelancers. Base rate is $1/word. 
Detailed guidelines on website 
state what they’re looking for 
including short and feature profiles 
of individuals, cultural trend stories, 
short and long travel features, essays 
(“these think pieces express a writer’s 
particular slant on a topic, giving 
readers a fresh and highly personal 
point of view on a current lifestyle 

trend, 500 to 1,000 words; examples 
include Timothy Taylor on the 
end of cool, available on website, 
and Curtis Gillespie on the state of 
literacy in modern society.”) Read the 
magazine first before you query.  

Contests
n The PRISM international 
annual short fiction contest: PRISM 
international, Creative Writing 
Program, UBC, Buch. E462 - 1866 
Main Mall, Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1 
(http://prism.arts.ubc.ca) Deadline 
January 31. $2,000 grand prize and 
3 runner-up prizes of $200 each. All 
winning stories will be published 
in the 2008 PRISM Summer 
Fiction Contest Issue and receive 
an additional payment of $20 per 
page. Entry form and guidelines on 
website. 

n The Malahat Review: University 
of Victoria, PO Box 1700 Station 
CSC, Victoria BC V8W 2Y2 (http://
malahatreview.ca) has 3 contests on 
the go with details on its website. 
2008 Novella Prize: Deadline 
February 1. One prize of $500 plus 
payment at the rate of $40/printed 
page on publication. Between 10,000 
and 20,000 words. No restrictions as 
to genre, subject mater or aesthetic 
approach. Entry fee $35. 2008 
Far Horizons Award for Poetry: 
Deadline May 1. Open to emerging 
poets who are unpublished in book 
form (a book of poetry is defined to 
have a length of 48 pages). One prize 
of $500 plus payment at the rate of 
$40/printed page on publication. 
One entry consists of 3 poems, each 
poem may not exceed 60 lines, entry 
fee $25. 2008 Creative Non-Fiction 
Prize: Deadline August 1. Entry 
fee $35. Between 2,000 and 3,000 
words. No restrictions as to subject 
matter or approach, entries may be 
personal essay, memoir, cultural 

criticism, nature writing or literary 
journalism. One prize of $500 plus 
payment at the rate of $40/printed 
page on publication. 

n Event: Creative Non-Fiction 
Contest #21: The Douglas College 
Review, PO Box 2503, New 
Westminster, BC V3L 5B2. (http://
event/douglas.bc.ca) Deadline 
April 15. Entry fee $29.95. Submit 
manuscripts exploring the creative 
non-fiction form. 5,000 words max. 
Guidelines on website.

n The Writers’ Union of Canada: 
(www.writersunion.ca) has 3 contests 
on the horizon. Details on website. 
Postcard Story: Deadline February 
14. Prize $500. Entry fee $5. Create 
a dramatic, short, snappy piece in 
250 words. Writing for Children: 
Deadline April 24. Prize $1,500 
Entry fee $15. Up to 1,500 words. 
Open to those unpublished in book 
form. Short Prose Competition 
for Developing Writers: Deadline 
November 3. Prize $2,500. Entry fee 
$25. Open to writers unpublished in 
book format in any genre.

Awards
 The Danuta Gleed Literary 
Award: A $10,000 prize will be 
awarded to a Canadian writer for 
the best first collection of published 
short fiction in the English language. 
The award also carries second and 
third prizes – $500 each. Submission 
Deadline: January 31. To be 
eligible, submissions must be a first 
collection of short fiction, written 
by a Canadian citizen or landed 
immigrant, and published in the 
2007 calendar year. Four (4) copies 
of each eligible title should be sent 
to The Writers’ Union of Canada, 
90 Richmond Street East, Suite 200, 
Toronto, Ontario, M5C 1P1. Details 
at www.writersunion.ca
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BusSTOP
Jane Buss, Executive Director WFNS

The phone rarely stops ringing 
at Fed Central; downloading the 
e-messages every morning is like 
unleashing a flood-ravaged dam. 

Some reduce us to fits of 
hysterical giggles: “But the name 
everyone knows me by is already 
a pseudonym, do I need another 
one for the Competition; and if I 
win, how will I be able to deposit 
the cheque?” “This is the Writers’ 
Federation, right? I want to use the 
word ‘sybaritic’ in a story but I don’t 
know how to spell it and I can’t find 
it in the dictionary without knowing 
how to spell it. Can you spell it for 
me?”

Others reduce us to puddles of 
appreciation and transform us into 
soft-centered confections of goo. 
In the past two days alone: “I just 
want to say that my membership 
with WFNS is so well worth it. 
With your help I’ve connected to 
a great writing group and become 
so quickly connected to events and 
opportunities. I received your call 
for volunteers and I’m available to 
help.”; “I am very appreciative of the 
support of WFNS. Your weekly mail-
outs have proven invaluable and 
I’ve placed a few stories in overseas 
publications as a result.”; “Both my 
schools had visiting authors on 
Tuesday. Both went so well and 
sparked a million connections and 
hopefully inspired the students to 
become the authors of tomorrow. 
Love this part of the job: thanks 
for helping make it all happen.”; 
“Though I haven’t been an active 
member for years, my word, what 
a change WFNS has brought about 
in publishing in NS. About 1976, 
Principal Doug Rodwell got a grant 
from the Education Department to 
buy new Canadian books for the 
elementary school library. It was a 

real struggle to find enough books 
to fit the category. And just think 
what a wonderful wealth of books 
there is today! Beautiful children’s 
books. Wish I could start all over 
again.”; “Okay. This is the truth. I 
save the Friday WFNS note from Sue 
Goyette to read when I’m not rushed 
– they’re hilarious, informative and 
inspiring … and perfect for anyone 
who wants to have something 
exciting to say at dreary cocktail 
parties but is lost for words.”  

Upon inquiring the whereabouts 
of “your” office, or “your” next 
Eastword deadline, members here 
are often chuffed to find themselves 
pedantically corrected – “our.” And 
“our” exemplifies the thought, care 
and energy that you, the writers 
of Nova Scotia, have invested and 
continue to invest in your can-
do, feisty organization. Seasoned 
members lead workshops, fan out 
all over the province to visit schools 
from Dingwall to Cape Sable 
Island, work one-on-one as mentors 
with promising apprentice writers, 
serve as Board and committee 
members and provide expertise on 
a dizzying array of writerly topics. 
Our writers meet visiting writers 
at airports, billet colleagues in 
their homes, sleuth out workshop 
spaces in far-flung neighbourhoods, 
contribute to endless potlucks, 
donate immeasurable hours reading 
for competitions and juries, provide 
treasures for our Silly Silent Auction 
table, and find innumerable ways 
to provide support and a sense of 
community to colleagues in need 
of a small jolt of courage or fellow 
feeling.

You are 800 active members 
with ex-pats as far afield as Japan, 
South Africa and Washington, DC; 
and as close as Cornerbrook, Kanata, 

McLeod Hill and Nanoose. While 
you may not know each other upon 
first meeting (we’re working on a 
secret password and decoder ring), 
you know your Federation because 
it’s the one that each and every one 
of you has created. 

Though it’s simply not possible 
to cite the myriad individual 
donations of time, energy and 
thought, there have been many cash 
contributions this fiscal year which 
help make our work more possible. 
At press time, and alphabetically, 
they are:
Nellie Allen
Kent Baker
Catherine Banks
Blanca Banquero
Janet Barkhouse
Joyce Barkhouse
Michael Bawtree
Joan Baxter
Jocelyn Bethune
Lowell Blood
Carol-Ann Boland
Soren Bondrup-Neilsen
George Borden
Douglas Arthur Brown
Carol Bruneau
Graham Bullock
Jane Buss
Anne Camozzi
Kathy Chisholm
Rhonda Church
Ethel Louise Clark
George Elliott Clarke
Shirley Clarke
Joan Cleather
Mary Jane Copps
Lesley Crewe
Matilka Crow
Brian Cuthbertson
Donna D’Amour
Cynthia d’Entremont
Gwen Davies
William Dawson
Barry Deturbide
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Deirdre Dwyer
Ruth Edgett
Donald Eldon
Anne Esslinger
Cynthia Etter-Turnbull
Mimi Fautley
Marike Finlay-de-Monchy
Jane Finlay-Young
Craig Flinn
Camelia Frieburg
Shirley Godfrey
Patti Gouthro
Sue Goyette
Vicki Grant
Sylvia Gunnery
Jacqueline Halsey
Alex Handyside
Michael Hennessey
Pamela Hickman
Heather Hindle
Maureen Hull
Linda Johns
Anne Kelly
Stephen Kimber
Mariolina Koller-Franconi
Carole Langille
Kathy Leveille
Kevin Lewis
Christine Lindsay
Linda Little 
Rose-Marie Lohnes-Hirtle
Jim Lotz
Jeanette Lynes
Jill MacLean
Sue MacLeod
Rafe Macpherson
Stephen Malone
Sylvia Mangalen
Rowland Marshall
Kathleen Martin
Donna McDougall
Darlene McIvor
Ami McKay
William McKinnon
Keith McPhail
Susan Mersereau
Judith Meyrick
Lara Moris
donalee Moulton
Lorri Neilsen Glenn

Gina Newcombe
Joe Norris
Sandra Oakley-Andrews
Jennifer Overton
Sharon Palermo
Jean Parker Vaughan
Dorothy Perkyns
Sandra Phinney
Margaret Pilkey
Greg and D’Arcy Morris Poultney
Heather Pyrcz
Thomas Head Raddall Jr.
Sherry Ramsey
Thomas Rathwell
Sally Ross
Andrew Safer
Gary Saunders
Judith Scrimger
Susan Sellers-Bain
Barbara Silburt
Alf Silver
Anne Simpson
Norene Smiley
Jean Smyth
Val Spencer
Gordon Stevens
Deborah Stiles
Andrew Stoddart
Jennifer Stone
Carla Taylor
Joanne Taylor
Lynn Tilley
Richard Tobin
Michael Ungar
Peter Vaughan
Elizabeth Venart
Andrew Wainwright
Alice Walsh
David Weagle
Ruth Whitehead
David Whitman
Diane Wile-Brumm
Lars Willum
Alan Wilson
Budge Wilson
G. Alan Wilson
Frances Wolfe
Wenda Young
Paul Zann
Susan Zettell n
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Call for papers: 
The 12th Annual Cape 
Breton University 
Storytelling Symposium
This June 13 and 14 symposium 
combines an evening of storytelling 
followed by a day of papers about 
storytelling. This year’s focus is on 
Acadian and Cajun storytelling.  
This call is for papers on any aspect 
of these rich traditions. They are 
also calling for offers to tell stories, 
myths or folktales from those two 
traditions. As always, papers on 
storytelling as an art, or as used in a 
variety of disciplines and texts, are 
welcome, as are papers dealing with 
the theory and criticism of the genre. 

The deadline for submissions 
is February 29. Proponents will 
be notified of the acceptance of 
their proposals by March 15. To 
participate, please send a 250-word 
or one-page proposal (or a completed 
paper) for a 20-minute presentation 
(to an audience of academics and 
tellers), electronically or by mail. 
Storytellers should write a note 
offering what they wish to tell (to 
a mixed audience of academics, 
storytellers and the general public) 
including a short history of their 
involvement in storytelling. 

Proposals and letters should be 
addressed to: Prof. Afra Kavanagh, 
Symposium Coordinator, Cape 
Breton University, P.O. Box 5300 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, B1P 6L2. Email: 
afra_kavanagh@cbu.ca Phone: 902- 
563 1431 n


