
The 30th annual Gala Celebration of Writers and Writing will 
take place at the Alderney Landing Theatre in Dartmouth, Saturday, 
September 22 at 7 p.m. – the eve of Word on the Street. There will 
be award presentations, readings, skits, blasts from the Atlantic Writing 
Competition’s past, refreshments and more. The tables will be loaded 
with fabulous writerly goods for the silliest silent auction this side of 
Sotheby’s. Everyone is welcome. (For the full skinny, go to page 4.)

For 30 years, the Atlantic Writing Competition has been drawing 
out talent from across the Atlantic Provinces – those emerging writers 
who masquerade as everyday folk by day but who bravely confront and 
fill blank pages by night (or in some cases, the very early morning).  

Since the contest began, several thousand writers, who’ve found 
the courage to take their manuscript from that dusty drawer and 
into the hands of the competition judges, have been rewarded with 
encouragement, advice and recognition. This year, more than 200 
writers submitted works to the competition’s six categories: Writing 
for Children, YA/Juvenile Novel, Short Story, Magazine Article/Essay, 
Poetry and Adult Novel. The contest juries – drawn from writers, 
publishers, booksellers, librarians, teachers and writing instructors – 
read and commented on each entry before selecting this year’s 18 
winners.

The H.R. (Bill Percy) Prize for an unpublished novel goes to 
student Scott Bartlett of Paradise, Newfoundland, for his manuscript, 
“Royal Flush.” If you asked Scott what DNA stands for, he would reply 
“Douglas Noel Adams.” An avid reader and writer, he is in his third 
year at Memorial University, pursuing an English degree with the intent 
– perhaps malicious – of eventually becoming a professor. Scott has 
written two novels, and is fortunate enough that only one of them 
makes him nauseous. He has been writing creatively for about six 
years and serves on the Board of Directors for the Writers’ Alliance 
of Newfoundland and Labrador. Second prize is awarded to Kathy 
Chisholm of Halifax for her pun-erific romp, “Urban Tiger: Tails of a 
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Cat Vet”. Third place was not awarded this year.
Kathy Chisholm has also been given first place honours in the Short 

Story category for “Seen But Not Heard.” Kathy taught elementary school in 
Prince Rupert, BC and Saskatoon, SK for five years. Then, after kicking about 
North America in a van for a year, she and her husband established an 
exclusively feline veterinary practice in Halifax in 1987. The Atlantic Cat 
Hospital has grown from a staff of two, 700 square feet and one resident cat 
to a staff of 10, 2,000 square feet and five resident cats. Kathy manages the 
practice while her husband is chief veterinarian. They share their home with 
guinea pigs, cats, dogs and numerous dust bunnies. Second place goes to Nadia 
Bobak of Halifax for “Unspoken Eulogy for Petie” and third place belongs to 
Amy Smith (Dartmouth) for “Long, Long Gone.”

Carolee Nichols’ skillfully 
presented tale, “Bud, The 
Homeless Cat” takes the Joyce 
Barkhouse Writing for 
Children Prize. A retired 
elementary school teacher, 
Carolee is no stranger to children’s 
literature and literacy education. 
She is married with two grown 
children and three grandchildren, 
dividing her year between 
Dartmouth and Florida and 
volunteering her time to teach 
others to read. Her winning 
story was written at a time 
when she was volunteering with 
refugees and people living on 
the streets. She became intrigued 
by the idea of how to convey 
homelessness to younger children 
in a way that would help 
them understand, move them, and 
yet be appropriate to their age 
and sensibilities. Second place 
is awarded to Rachel Cooper 
of Canning for “The Too Many 
Pennies of Peter McFeeter” and 
third place goes to Dennis 
Praest (Halifax) for “The Cracked 
Quack”. Alison Dixon Mullane 
(Halifax) receives an Honourable 
Mention for her early chapter 
book, “Nina’s Adventures in 
Paris.” 

Philip Roy wins first place 
in the Young Adult/Juvenile 
Novel category for “Alfred, The 
Submarine Outlaw”. Born and 
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raised in Antigonish, Philip has five kids and two degrees in history. He’s 
also written an adult novel and several picture book stories. In 2004, he 
placed third in the Writing for Children category. Marcia Harding of 
Liverpool earns second place for “Sable’s Spirit” and third belongs to Lisa 
Harrington (Halifax) for “The Big Dig”. An honourable mention goes to 
Newport’s Daphne Greer for “Growing up with Duncan.” 

The Poetry category is 
notorious for having the widest 
variety of submissions and for 
being the most difficult to 
judge, but the jury was left 
awestruck and inspired after 
reading Nanci Lee’s collection 
of poems, “Lessons”. Nanci is 
a self-professed lover of words 
who finds every opportunity to 
read them and play with them, 
to shape them to talk with the 
world. She’s read her poems in 
local cafés, at a women’s march 
and in the shower. Earlier this 
summer, Nanci’s first published 
poems appeared in Contemporary Verse 2, with forthcoming poems in 
Fiddlehead and The Antigonish Review. Mahone Bay’s Janet Barkhouse is 
awarded second place for her collection, “New Words,” and Richard 
Toth of Bathurst, New Brunswick, places third for “Carpetbag”. Another 
New Brunswick poet, Susie Bowers, receives an Honourable Mention for 
“Lifelong Project of a Secret Scribe,” as does Mary Kathryn Arnold of 
Halifax for “Hospital Hymns”.

Veronica Butler is the 
winner of the Magazine 
Article/Essay category. “My 
Lemon Tree” impressed the 
judges with its fluidity, market 
appeal, and ability to transform 
a personal experience into 
something to which a broad 
readership can relate. Veronica 
lives in Lunenburg and began 
writing after retiring, when she 
joined a local writers’ group. 
The group persuaded her to 
submit this essay, which she’d 
initially written for her own 
enjoyment. It’s the first piece 
she’s sent to any editor or competition. This is a smaller, challenging, 
category and no second or third place has been awarded. Check our 
website for details of the new, fun and practical format of this category: 
www.writers.ns.ca/competitions.html

Nanci Lee (Photo by Kate Holmes)

Veronica Butler (Photo by Ellen Agger)

Many congratulations to 
everyone who had the courage 
to put it “out there” and submit 
their work to this year’s 
competition. For information on 
the 31st annual Atlantic Writing 
Competition and a downloadable 
submission form, visit 
www.writers.ns.ca n

Word on the 
Street Halifax 
– Sept. 23
September in Halifax is a fabulous 
ever-unfolding feast for the 
bookishly inclined. Writers in 
the Schools launches; the Gala 
boogies; the mentorship program 
beckons; Carol Bruneau, Steve 
Vernon, Beatrice MacNeil and 
many more are launching new 
books; and everyone will be 
strolling through the crowds at 
Word on the Street. Launch time 
is 11 a.m. on Sunday, September 
23 at the Cunard Pavilion on the 
Halifax Waterfront (just beyond 
the Writers’ Fed offices and Pier 
21). The schedule is jammed 
with readings, publisher pitching, 
cartoon demonstrations, and a 
line-up of 61 exhibitors from 
Acorn Press to the Writers’ 
Federation will be on hand with 
books, magazines, and news of all 
that’s hot in writing, books and 
publishing in Atlantic Canada and 
the ROC. For more information, 
visit www.thewordonthestreet.ca/
halifax n
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30 years of Atlantic Writing Competitions!

If It feels good – do it. Dig?
by Sue Goyette

What would you do if I told you that on Saturday, 
September 22, you will be able to return to those 
fabulous days of not just shag haircuts but shag rugs? 
That’s right, back to the era when rocks were pets and 
Evil Knievel drove a motorcycle over 14 greyhound 
buses. Rewind to the time when if you were down, I’d be 
your clown, wooo, whoo. 

And all of this will happen right here in Dartmouth? 
That’s right, Dartmouth at the Alderney Theatre. 

There will be Cheese Whiz-stuffed celery and disco 
balls, little green olives and weird Jello salads. Etch-a-
sketches. Bionic bartenders. Starsky and Hutch car chases 
over the bridge and into the harbour with Huggy Bear 
standing on a rock with his I-told-you-so smirk. There 
will be bell-bottomed hosts and crochet-vested hostesses.

There will be winners. Think Nadia Comaneci, think 
the Montreal Canadiens. Those kinds of winners. There 
will, however, be no Barry Manilow singing a rousing 
rendition of ‘I Write the Songs’, but perhaps – given the 
festive mood burning like a black light – one of our 
competition winners will sing ‘I Write the Poems ‘and 
just maybe, if we make grand promises of Virginia Woolf 
Pez dispensers, that same someone will sing ‘Afternoon 
Delight’ for the camp of it. 

There will be remedial hustle dance lessons for those 
of us who couldn’t find the beat with a flashlight and a 
beat detector if our lives depended on it. Bumping will 
be encouraged and finally hips like these will come in 
handy. Look out Penny-Ms-Lady-Bump-to-you-McLean.

For any of us who will break out for the occasion, 
there will be pimple constellation service and those 
red dots will be connected and given a myth of their 
own. There will be a sideburn petting zoo. A hide-as-
many-people-as-you-can-in-your-bell-bottoms competiton. 
We will have a Nazareth sing-along: we can all wail in 
unison on stage, together, into hairbrushes provided by 
the party crew: love hurts. And we’ll sing it like we 
know.

There will also be a Kraft cooking break with 
those strange man-hands pouring bowls of Kraft mini 
mashmallows into everything. We will balance avacado 
Tupperware on our heads while we slow dance to Fooled 
Around and Fell in Love by Elvin Bishop or If You Leave 

Me Now by Chicago. There will be armwrestling between 
rockers and disco lovers and a short opera depicting the 
moment when Hippies met head on with Punk Rockers. 
We will smoke cigars and safety pin ourselves with wild 
abandon. We will shake, shake, shake – shake our bootie. 
There will be rotary phones and a radio contest to try 
to get through. There will be a television in the corner 
and we’ll take turns standing next to it, holding the 
rabbit ears or changing the channel. There will be small 
stepladders to use to climb into our platform shoes. There 
will be ’fro picks. 

1976 was when the Writers’ Federation of Nova 
Scotia began to sponsor the Atlantic Writing Competition. 
Thirty years, give or take a few months: dammit Jim, 
we’re writers, not mathematicians. And we plan on taking 
it to the limit one more time. So drag out your plaid, your 
vests, your shrinks, your cords, get your elbows working 
again, take the day off work because you, my friends, are 
about to come down with a bad case of boogie fever and 
will have to boogie down, uh-uh-huh. 

(Editor’s note: The Atlantic Writing Compeition Gala 
will take place on September 22, 7 p.m. at Alderney 
Theatre, 2 Ochterloney Drive, Dartmouth – just look for 
Alderney Landing and you’ll find the theatre. Come as 
you are; wear what you will, but come. The whole family’s 
welcome. No charge. Cash bar. RSVP to talk@writers.ns.ca or 
902-423-8116.) 

Write Fiction
Courses for beginners & intermediates 

with Russell Barton, author and teacher.
9 lessons Halifax – Lacewood Dr. [West Park Mall]

Starts September 24 - 9 a.m.-12:15 p.m. $150
10 lessons Dartmouth – Pleasant St

Starts September 26 - 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m. $140
30 hours of technique in writing & editing ction.

Interactive exercises in plotting, characterization, editing, 
narrative structure, dialogue & setting. Assignments edited.

rusbarton@eastlink.ca or ph.463 9672
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Fall Workshops

Write where Marginal meets Terminal
Halifax Fed Central Workshops

Writing for Children with Norene Smiley
When: Monday 
evenings, 7 to 9  
from September 24 
to November 26 (no 
class October 8th or 
15th)
Cost: $150 WFNS 
members; $175 
non-members (Easy 
payment terms 
available)

If you have stories you’d like to tell children but feel 
you need help to develop your work further, this course 
is for you. Designed to provide support and resources 
to writers for children and young adults, this workshop 
will give you the kick-start you need to keep moving 
forward with your craft. Instructor Norene Smiley will 
help you find your unique voice by exploring character 
development, structure, plot, and point of view using 
the rich resources of the WFNS Resource Library and 
the Canadian Children’s Book Centre collection. Each 
class will feature writing exercises tailored to build 
specific skills, sharing work in progress and getting 
critical feedback in a supportive environment. The 
course provides an opportunity to meet other writers 
with common goals and to share ideas and strategies. 
You should come with a project in mind that can be 
developed and honed during the eight weeks.

Norene Smiley has worked as an editor, bookseller, 
publisher, writer, teacher and arts administrator. She 
was Executive Director of Word on the Street until 
1999, and has served as a member of the Board of the 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre. For the past seven years 
she directed of the Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book 
Awards, and today, she owns an operates a café cum 
secondhand book store in Pugwash, returning to lead this 
session by insistent demand.

Begin at the Beginning 
with Kathleen Martin
When: Tuesday evenings, 7 to 9 from October 2 to 
November 20
Cost: $150 WFNS members; $175 non-members (Easy 
payment terms available)

This workshop is for people who want to be 
writers but aren’t sure how to begin. You will explore 
writing basics that cut across all genres: structure, style, 
observation and imagination. You’ll discuss the realities 
of a writer’s life and the publishing process. In addition 
to developing your writing skills, this course will help 
you define the space you want writing to occupy in your 
life and create a plan for achieving that goal. Please be 
prepared to write and share your writing throughout the 
workshop.

Kathleen Martin is a freelance writer with a broad 
range of experience. She is the author of six non-fiction 
books for children (Lerner Publishing Group), with a 
seventh due out next spring. Her work as Atlantic 
correspondent for Marketing Magazine earned her a 
Canadian Business Press Kenneth R. Wilson silver award 
for outstanding achievement. Previously a lecturer in 
Acadia University’s communications department, she is 
also the Nova Scotia representative for the Canadian 
Children´s Book Centre.

Marathon Fiction Training 
with Sue Goyette
When: Wednesday evenings, 
7 to 9 from October 3 to 
November 21, 2007/ January 
16 to March 5, 2008 
Cost: $285 WFNS members; 
$360 non-members (Easy 
payment terms available)

This extended 16-week 
course is designed for writers 
interested in training for 
the long haul required for 
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writing fiction. In the first half of the class, October 
through November, various topics will be discussed 
including: character development, dialogue, plot and 
pacing, and setting. These topics will be further explored 
with in-class writing exercises and optional exercises 
to work on at home. You will also look at examples 
of writing that supports the material covered in the 
workshop. The second half of the course is geared more 
towards workshopping. You will have the opportunity 
to read and critique each other’s work in a supportive 
and informative atmosphere. Tips on revising will be 
explored and a public reading will be included. Upon 
completion, participants will have developed a solid 
writing practice with the proper pacing to continue on 
their own.

Sue Goyette has taught at the Sage Hill Experience, 
the Banff Wired Studio, the Maritime Writers’ Workshop, 
Mount St. Vincent University, Dalhousie University, The 
Blue Heron and The Community of Writers. She has 
published two books of poems and a novel, and has been 
a mentor in the WFNS Mentorship program.

Pitching your Pay Cheque: 
Freelance writing with donalee Moulton

When: Thursday evenings, 7 to 9 from October 4 to 
November 22

Cost: $150 WFNS members; $175 non-members (Easy 
payment terms available)

The freelance market is competitive, challenging 
and potentially profitable if you’re well organized, 
resourceful, willing to work like stink and use your 
imagination. This is a workshop for writers who are 
interested in or beginning to place their writing in the 
marketplace and want to make it a profession. It’s a 
volatile industry – magazine editors, staff writers and 
staff jobs come and go, but a freelancer who knows the 
craft can always meet a need with the right idea, carried 
through to completion as an article, at the right time. This 
is a hands-on workshop where you’ll be thinking, writing 
and revising.

donalee Moulton has been writing professionally for 
more than 20 years. She is Atlantic correspondent for a 
half dozen trade journals, an editor, conference reporter, 
and expert medical writer, in addition to writing 
speeches, news releases and corporate communications. 

The Poetry Path 
with Lorri Neilsen Glenn
When: Saturday 
morning, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., 
November 10, 
17, 24
Cost: $120 
WFNS members; 
$150 non-
members (Easy 
payment terms 
available)

Are you a 
beginning poet, 
a lapsed poet, 
a fearful poet? 
Do you need 
ideas and fresh 
approaches to 
bring out the poetry that’s already there, or do you simply 
need time to wrestle with the words taking over your 
mind and interrupting your sleep? This workshop will 
combine innovative activities with extensive writing time 
and group discussion to develop your practice as a poet. 
Anyone who wants to explore poetry writing, especially 
novices, and no matter what your age, is welcome to this 
session. Activities will be based upon your experience.

The workshop is limited to 12 writers. You should 
bring material to work with (and to work from). This can 
include historical and family documents/photographs/
clippings; a digital camera; a sketchbook or other 
visual art materials. Each session will include writing, 
consultation, and workshop activities. Discussions will 
touch on where the poetry comes from, outrunning the 
censor, language play and language work, revising and 
editing, poetry as practice, among other topics.

Lorri Neilsen Glenn is the author and editor of 
nine books, including Combustion (Brick Books, 2007). 
Currently Halifax Regional Municipality’s Poet Laureate, 
she has taught writing across Canada, in Australia and in 
Ireland. Her poetry, essays and research have won several 
national and international awards. This spring, Lorri was 
nominated by her faculty for the Mount Saint Vincent 
Innovative Teaching Award. 
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Rural Writes
Fundamentally Prose with 
Douglas Arthur Brown in Boularderie
Where: Boularderie Elementary School CAP site
When: Saturday morning, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., October 
6 through 27 and November 3
Cost: $125 WFNS members; $150 non-members (Easy 
payment terms available)

This six-session workshop for up to 10 participants 
will emphasize creating clear and dynamic prose that 
can be used for creative writing, newsletters, editorials, 
classroom instruction, personal journals and essays.  
Participants will be introduced to the tools of the trade 
(a writer’s library of reference books), how to plan 
time to write, overcoming writer’s block, preparing work 
for publication and researching markets for your work.  
In-class exercises, discussion and home exercises will 
be focused on improving your creative writing abilities 
to hone a style that is engaging and interesting for 
those reading your work. This workshop is designed for 
writers who have not participated in earlier Rural Writes 
workshops.

Douglas Arthur Brown was born and raised on Cape 
Breton Island. He lived in Toronto and Copenhagen for 
many years and now resides near Boularderie in Cape 
Breton. Douglas is the author of a story collection, The 
Komodo Dragon (CBU Press), the novel A Deadly Harvest and 
two children’s books, The Magic Compass and Archibald’s 
Boo-boo (all Solus publishing.) He was the publisher and 
managing editor of Pottersfield Portfolio, and will see the 
release of his latest novel from Key Porter next February.

Everything You Ever Needed to Know 
about Writing with Paul Zann in Truro
Where:  Colchester-East Hants Regional Library, 754 
Prince Street, Truro
When: Thursday evening, 6 to 8 p.m., October 4 through 
November 22
Cost: $125 WFNS members; $150 non-members (Easy 
payment terms available)

Led by popular author Paul Zann, this workshop 
is intended for unpublished and infrequently published 
writers of prose, poetry, drama and/or non-fiction. Paul 
has been published in all of these genres. The eight 
two-hour sessions will consist of helpful information 
about the writing process, specific hints about each type 
of writing, non-threatening writing exercises in class, 

sharing of each other’s work with the group (if willing) 
and advice on how to submit manuscripts to relevant 
publishers. Paul’s approach is gentle, patient, positive and 
practical. This workshop is designed for writers who 
have not participated in earlier Rural Writes workshops.

Paul Zann emigrated to Canada from Australia in 
1968, first teaching in Saskatchewan before moving to 
Truro where he taught at the Teachers’ College until his 
retirement. His publications include children’s books – 
The Aussie Six in Canada, The Aussie Six in Australia (Borealis 
Books) and The Weirdest Class; a novel – A Real Son of 
A Vitch!; plays – Strike! (A musical) and The Parasite/s; 
a collection of satirical articles about schools – You’ve 
Gotta Be Kidding!; short stories; and poetry, most recently 
Crouching at the Keyhole (Borealis).  In retirement, he has 
explored winters in Spain and working as an extra for 
movie shoots. Paul lives in Truro with his wife, Janice.

Floating Fictions with Susan Haley in 
Wolfville 
Where: The Box of Delights Bookstore, 486 Main Street, 
Wolfville
When: Wednesday evening, 7 to 9 p.m., October 3 through 
November 21
Cost: $125 WFNS members; $150 non-members (Easy 
payment terms available)

This workshop is aimed at fiction writers and 
memoirists who wish to sharpen their use of various 
fictional techniques, such as dialogue, flashback, irony, 
etc. Participants will prepare and read short pieces every 
week which will be critiqued by the class. In addition, 
Susan is willing to read and comment on longer pieces 
submitted separately. At the end of the eight weeks, 
participants can expect to have a small portfolio of 
finished pieces.

Susan Haley’s first two novels, A Nest of Singing 
Birds and Getting Married in Buffalo Jump, were made 
into movies for CBC-TV. She has published seven 
novels, most recently The Murder of Medicine Bear, The 
Complaints Department and Maggie’s Family, all published 
by Gaspereau Press. Born in Wolfville, Susan holds a 
Ph.D. in philosophy and has taught at universities in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, and lived in the Northwest 
Territories. Susan lives with her family in Black River.
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Being a Nova Scotian Writer
by Mary Jane Copps, President, WFNS

Ten years ago this summer, I 
walked off a plane at the Halifax 
airport and began a new life. A 
moving van would soon arrive 
in front of my apartment on 
Oxford Street, a job would start 
immediately and Nova Scotia was 
now my home.

But there is a gap between 
living somewhere and the 
heartfelt embrace of that new 
location as your “home”. I faced a 
bit of a struggle in that space.

That September, I decided 
to take a writing course at the 
college. I thought it would be a 
good way to reignite my writing 
practice after the mayhem of the 
move. And I hoped it would offer 
me an opportunity to connect 
with some like-minded people.

It did that – and more. In that class I formed what remain some of the 
strongest friendships of my life. I also learned about the Writers’ Federation 
of Nova Scotia and began tentatively attending some “writerly” functions, the 
first one being a rather crowded and boisterous Christmas party at a tiny office 
on Barrington Street.

It was in these moments with other writers, at a workshop, a book launch 
or a Federation meeting that something amazing happened – Nova Scotia 
embraced me.

Provincial government attitudes aside (a topic for another day), Nova Scotia 
is not just a place to be a writer, it is the place to be a writer. Through 
the Writers’ Federation there is support, advice and an unlimited number of 
opportunities to spend time with other writers. There is always someone who 
wants to know what you are writing, who will buoy you if your determination 
is wavering, who will cheer you and celebrate you when you make that call 
to say “it’s going to be published”.

Writing can be lonely, frustrating work . . . but in Nova Scotia this is 
balanced against deep roots of creativity and companionship. Just take a look 
at all the events and courses mentioned in this newsletter.

I encourage all of you to come and join in, come be embraced by Nova 
Scotia’ s writing community. It might be intimidating at first, walking into 
that room full of writers who know each other, talking away excitedly at full 
speed (which it seems we always do when we get together). But take a deep 
breath and walk up to us and say “I’m here to talk about writing”. I promise 
you’ll be welcomed wholeheartedly. n
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Awards deadline – 
December 7
The Writers’ Federation of Nova 
Scotia is calling for submissions to 
the Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic 
Fiction Prize, the Evelyn Richardson 
Prize for non-fiction by a Nova 
Scotia writer, and the Atlantic Poetry 
Prize. Eligible books must have been 
published during the 2007 calendar 
year.

The Raddall Fiction Prize and 
Atlantic Poetry Prize are open to 
native or resident Atlantic Canadians 
who were born in Newfoundland, 
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia or 
New Brunswick and who have spent 
a substantial portion of their creative 
lives living there, or who have lived 
in one, or a combination of these 
provinces, for at least 24 consecutive 
months prior to the entry deadline 
date. The Raddall Prize of $15,000 
is awarded to adult fiction, either 
a novel or collection of stories, 
published for the first time in 2007.  
The Atlantic Poetry Prize of $2,000 
will be awarded to a full-length book 
of adult poetry published as a whole 
for the first time in 2007.

The Evelyn Richardson Prize of 
$2,000 is open to writers who were 
born, or who have lived for the past 
year, in Nova Scotia. Eligible titles 
are adult non-fiction books published 
during the 2007 calendar year.

The deadline for nomination is 
December 7. To enter, four copies 
of the book and a simple statement 
attesting to the eligibility of the 
writer as well as the publisher’s 
and the writer’s current contact 
information including e-mail (when 
applicable), must be forwarded to the 
Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia, 
1113 Marginal Road, Halifax NS B3H 
4P7. Nominated books will not be 
returned. n



ScreenScene

Theodore Tugboat producer returns to the scene 
by Ron Foley Macdonald 

In a summer full of fascinating film scene announcements 
in Nova Scotia, this was one of the most unexpected. 
CBC-TV let it be known that former East Coast motion 
picture production mogul Andrew Cochrane would be 
taking the helm of Atlantic Canada’s public television 
broadcaster. 

Described variously as a visionary, a risk-taker, and 
a man who literally built the Atlantic motion picture 
industry from the ground up, Andrew Cochrane is 
indeed a major player.

To examine the impact of this big change, let’s look 
at a little background. Cochrane emerged as one of the 
major players in the East Coast scene from the early 
1980s to the late 1990s. Two of his series, Theodore 
Tugboat and Pit Pony, pushed his company to the forefront. 
Ironically, it was Theodore Tugboat that eventually pushed 
Andrew Cochrane Productions into bankruptcy. 

The son of two Buchanan-era cabinet ministers – 
Bruce and Maxine Cochrane – Andrew Cochrane was 
initially involved in the aftermath of the Star Channel 
pay-tv fiasco. It was he who bought up the remains of 
that ill-fated East Coast broadcast system; from there, he 
built up enough connections with the Halifax CBC-TV 
production office to launch a Muppet-like show entitled 
Blizzard Island in the 1980s, when national broadcast and 
motion picture production policies began an effort to 
decentralize. Cochrane – like the Donovan Brothers and 
their Salter Street Films – was in the right place at 
the right time, as federal government initiatives stated 
that new policies would only work with established and 
reputable companies. 

With other East Coast filmmakers such as William 
D. MacGillivray and Lulu Keating initially not interested 
in making television series, Cochrane and the Donovans 
stepped into the breach. The result was a rapidly 
developing industry that placed producers – just like 
them – over auteurist filmmakers like Keating and 
MacGillivray. It was the choice of a ‘studio’ system over a 
‘cineaste’ approach; the American way, if you like, rather 
than the European. The only difference was that the 
system ran with public rather than private money.

Cochrane had a special place in his heart for East 
Coast stories. Theodore Tugboat and Pit Pony were deeply 
rooted in a sense of place. And while he optioned 
the original novel of Pit Pony for a TV movie, East 
Coast writers might have heard the rumour that no 

further royalties ever flowed from the TV series that was 
developed from the first movie.

Still, Pit Pony was a remarkable piece of work where 
economic development met cultural expression on a 
level playing field. Both the provincial government and 
the Feds wanted to spread the growing Nova Scotian 
motion picture scene to Cape Breton. Capitalizing on his 
deep connections to the CBC, the producer managed to 
wrangle an order for 48 episodes – unheard of then 
or now – virtually guaranteeing two years work for the 
nascent Island production sector.

Some of the people who worked on the show 
included Nova Scotians both here and away. Veteran 
playwright and scriptwriter Paul LeDoux handled a 
large number of scripts; director Mike Clattenburg 
– still years away from Trailer Park Boys – credits 
his employment as a director on Pit Pony with 
keeping him in the province for the long term. 
    And almost every actor in Nova Scotia received 
work on the show. It was, in no uncertain terms, the 
beginning of the golden age of TV production on the East 
Coast that saw shows such as Emily of New Moon, Black 
Harbour and Made In Canada become part and parcel of an 
Atlantic Canada motion picture boom, where Maritime 
stories gained national exposure.

Ah, those were the days. Alas, when Cochrane 
got his company involved in a massive merchandising 
campaign for Theodore Tugboat, he found himself 
expanding too fast into a US market where PBS – which 
broadcast Theodore  – had virtually no clout. Bankruptcy 
and closure then beckoned.

In the interim, Andrew Cochrane reinvented himself 
as an intellectual property and Internet commerce special-
ist. Armed with a Master’s degree in an area where there 
is little expertise, the imposing former motion picture 
mogul fashioned himself into the best possible candidate 
to rescue the Atlantic CBC Television production unit 
from irrelevance. 

With its Halifax studio almost empty for most of the 
year and longtime shows like Street Cents now cancelled, 
it is indeed time for the East Coast CBC – still one of 
the most flexible and innovative production units in the 
country – to reinvent itself. The stage is set. Now let 
the curtain rise on a new era. Let’s hope that some local 
writers will benefit. n
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Wallace Edwards in NS for 
TD Canadian Children’s Book Week – 
November 17 to 24

Nova Scotia is in for a 
magical treat this fall. Writer/
illustrator Wallace Edwards 
will be touring Nova Scotia for 
Children’s Book Week. 

Drawing compulsively 
since he was four, Wallace 
Edwards is proof that having 
nothing worth watching on tv 
can be a very good thing. “My 
first children’s book started out 
as a collection of paintings 
done in my spare time, after 
I gave up watching cable 
television,” he said. “These 
paintings eventually became 
the book Alphabeasts.” This lush 
collection of animal portraits 
captured in the most absurd, 
baroquely detailed domestic 
settings went on to win the 2002 Governor General’s Award for Illustration, 
as well as a number of prestigious international awards and a growing 
audience of delighted children and their parents.

 After graduation from the Ontario College of Art & Design, he 
worked for many years as a freelance illustrator doing projects for the 
Toronto Zoo, the Department of Environment amd Natural Resources and 
Vancouver Ministry of Natural Resources. But children have always been 
his favourite audience: “I like the idea that children look carefully at 
pictures, and in many ways I think that children are the best audience 
to create for . . . I am always amazed at their creativity, which inspires 
and delights me.”

The inspiration and delight is contagious and reflected in all of Wallace 
Edward’s remarkable books – Monkey Business, Mixed Beasts, The Extinct Files 
and, most recently, The Painted Circus – which combine mesmerizing detail 
and startlingly beautiful realism with whimsy, sophistication and some 
profoundly bad puns. Edward’s success with children’s books pleases and 
astonishes him: “I just tried to draw the book I wish I’d had as a kid. I 
still have a very kid mentality. Strangely, it’s also what pleases the adult 
in me.”

Kathleen Martin, Atlantic Liaison for the Canadian Children’s Book 
Centre, is coordinating Book Week school and library visits for Wallace 
Edwards. She may be reached at ns@bookcentre.ca or 902-420-1471. 
For further information on TD Canadian Children’s Book Week, visit 
www.bookweek.ca n

A Balancing Act with Wallace 
Edwards

When: Saturday, November 24, 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at WFNS
Cost: $45 WFNS and VANS members 
/$60 General Public (light brunch 
included)

Signing a contract for a picture 
book is an exhilarating moment 
followed by months, sometimes much 
more, of meticulous work. The 
invisible terms of this contract are 
to delight the publisher, author, 
children, parents, teachers ... but 
mostly yourself. This monumental 
challenge can be met and enjoyed. 
Come and see how – from concept 
through rough drafts and mock-ups 
to final art with stops to savour 
character, continuity, colour, 
technique, pigment and surface.

Wallace Edwards divides his  
time between Toronto and Kingston, 
working as a freelance illustrator.   
He has created artwork for 
magazines, posters, books and video  
covers. His first children’s picture 
book, Alphabeasts, won the 2002  
Governor General’s Literary Award 
for Children’s Illustration. Wallace  
is both author and illustrator of 
The Extinct Files: My Science Project, 
an amusing story of a boy’s science 
project on dinosaurs that turns out to 
be the news story of the millennium.  
His books have won the Ruth 
and Sylvia Schwartz Award, the 
Amelia Frances Howard-Gibbon 
Illustrator’s Award, the International  
Reading Association’s Children’s 
Choice Award and the ForeWord  
Book of the Year, among others.  
The Painted Circus, which has just 
been released, continues to build his 
reputation as an exquisite artist and 
author. To see some of Wallace’s 
extraordinary illustrations visit 
www.tla1.com/Talent/Wallace_ 
Edwards/WALLACE_EDWARDS.htm



Glass Voices
Carol Bruneau
Cormorant Press, 2007, $22.95
ISBN 978-1-897151-12-9

Seventy-one year old Lucy Caines’ 
husband suffers a stroke that makes Lucy 
re-examine her complicated relationship 
with the man she has variously loved 
and loathed. Lucy and Harry Caines’ 
house is destroyed in the 1917 Halifax 
Explosion, a catastrophe in which they 
lose their first child, Helena. Fifty-two 
years later, Lucy’s son Jewel is married to 
the daughter of Lucy’s worst enemy, and 
her grandson wants to quit school to go 
on a hippie pilgrimage. Forced to work 
together during Harry’s long recovery, 
the family gains a new perspective on 
the past, as a mysterious stranger is 
more than she seems and a fresh loss is 
countered with the emergence of a new 
hope. 

Carol Bruneau is the author of two 
short story collections (After the Angel Mill 
and Depth Rapture) and the acclaimed 
novels Purple for Sky and Berth. Born in 
Halifax, Carol teaches at the Nova Scotia 

College of Art and Design. 

Crinière au vent: 
Si j’avais un poney...
Katia Canciani
Hurtubise HMH, 2007, $9.95
ISBN 978-2-89428-972-3 

Passionnée de chevaux, Sonia, neuf ans, 
sait bien que sa mère ne peut pas 
lui offrir le poney dont elle rêve. Un 
jour pourtant, des chevaux se mettent 
à apparaître dans le pré derrièrre chez 
elle. Quel est ce mystère? Si j’avais un 
poney... est le premier titre de la série 
Crinière au vent où chevaux, passion, 
amitié et mystère se donnent rendez-
vous. Un roman pour les 8-10 ans, 
accompagné d’une fiche de lecture à  
télécharger pour les enseignants.  

 Katia Canciani habite à Aylesford, 
dans la Vallée de l’Annapolis. Elle se 
consacre à l’écriture depuis quatre ans. 
Son premier roman, Un jardin en Espagne, 
fut encensé par la critique et finaliste aux 
Prix des lecteurs Radio-Canada et aux 
Prix Éloizes en 2007. Katia écrit aussi des 
articles de journaux et des nouvelles mais 
elle aime particulièrement laisser libre 
cours à son imagination dans le secteur 
jeunesse.

The Ox Talks
Lindee Climo
Nimbus, 2007, $ 19.95
ISBN 9781551096269 

Written from the point of view of an 
ox, The Ox Talks shares all the intimate 
details of the history, as well as the 
daily lives, of oxen in the Maritimes. 
While the 26 paintings present oxen in 
colourful detail, the prose is simple and 
straightforward. Children can learn all 
that they ever wanted to know about 
oxen – how they live, what they eat, 
how they work, the importance of 
naming teams, and all about yokes. The 
paintings will capture children’s eyes and 
imaginations so the technical information 
in the accompanying captions will be 
clearly absorbed by their ears and 
minds. Reminiscent of the style of the 
Old Renaissance Masters, Lindee Climo’s 
paintings of oxen reveal a softness 
and humanity usually reserved only for 
human subjects.

Lindee Climo lives on an active 
farm in the Annapolis Valley. Born in 
the United States, Lindee immigrated to 
Canada in 1970 and has been exhibiting 
her paintings since 1975. Her books 
include Chester’s Barn and Clyde.

imPRESSed – new titles by WFNS members
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Murder Makes Mischief
W.G. Eggleton
Trafford Publishing (Self Published), 2007, 
$21.69
ISBN 978-1-4251-0664-5

What looks like an accidental mass 
poisoning at a local bank is quickly 
shown to be a cover for murder. The 
victim is Cynthia Harmon, a woman who 
enjoyed making enemies. Initially, no one 
shows much concern with the details 
of her death, but that changes as the 
investigation progresses and secrets are 
exposed. Along the way, relationships 
end, change and maybe start. It’s hard to 
know what to do when anyone could be 
the murderer. It’s only when a third body 
shows up that the shadows from long ago 
lead to the truth. 

W.G. (Wendy) Eggleton lives a rural 
lifestyle at her 300-acre property, just 
outside Halifax, and is working on 
her second banking mystery, Memory of 
Murder, set in 1955. 

The Drone War:
A Cassandra Virus Novel 
K.V.Johansen
Sybertooth, 2007, $10.54
ISBN 978-0973950526

It’s the future. Jordan O’Blenis may be 
a genius when it comes to computers, 
but with spies after his sister’s research 
in UAVs and artificial intelligence, he 
needs all the help he can get to keep her 
safe and save BWB Aerospace’s top 
secret drone project. Luckily for Jordan, 
he has Helen, the frog expert, and 
Cassandra, the sentient supercomputer 
program he created, on his side. The 
problem is, Helen thinks kidnapping 
and interrogating a government agent 
is a perfectly logical solution to 
their problems, while Cassandra has 
developed a bad case of ethics. When 
old enemies snatch Jordan, though, it’s 
up to Cassandra to save the day, even if 
that means hijacking BWB’s multi-million 
dollar UAV system. It’s just borrowing, 
really ... 

K.V. Johansen is the author of 
several YA novels and picture books. 
She received the 2004 Frances E. 
Russell Award for research in children’s 
literature from IBBY Canada. She lives in 
Sackville, New Brunswick.

Martin Bridge: 
Sound the Alarm
Jessica Kerrin
illustrated by Joseph Kelly  
Kids Can Press, Feb. 2007, $16.96 (hc) 
$5.95 (pb)
ISBN 978-1553379768 

Martin Bridge, the hero of three 
acclaimed chapter books, returns with 
more daily slice-of-life adventures. This 
time, Martin and his friend Stuart find 
a full-scale model of their space hero’s 
rocket in the toy store, and just have to 
climb in for a ride. But after landing 
back on Earth, they find the toy store 
closed and locked — with no way out! 
Then Martin sees something in a display 
window that turns his knees to jelly. 
What will he do when he’s trapped with 
his greatest fear?

Jessica Kerrin grew up on the 
prairies and now lives with her family 
and their pet tortoise in downtown 
Halifax. They like to share outdoor 
adventures, including a jungle trek in 
Costa Rica and, more recently, a sailing 
tour of Croatia. In addition to writing, 
Jessica has managed galleries, dance 
schools and museums, and has worked 
with artists, performers and curators. 
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Martin Bridge: Out of Orbit 
Jessica Scott Kerrin
illustrated by Joseph Kelly  
Kids Can Press, Aug. 2007, $16.95 (hc) 
$5.95(pb)
ISBN 978-1-55453-148-6

In the first story, Martin fumes every 
time classmate Harper tells one of his tall 
tales. When the fibber’s astronaut costume 
is every bit as spectacular as he bragged 
it would be – and flashier than Martin’s 
– our hero feels as fizzled out as 
a misfired rocket booster. Martin sure 
doesn’t like Harper much. Will Martin 
step in and help when Harper gets in 
trouble, or let him get what he deserves? 
In the second story, when Martin 
demonstrates a “moonwalk” worthy of his 
favourite cartoon superhero, Zip Rideout, 
a nasty fall lands him in the hospital for 
stitches. He begins to wonder why Zip 
never gets so much as a scratch in all his 
perilous adventures. Has Martin’s high-
flying opinion of Zip Rideout landed 
back on earth with a painful thud?
Join Martin Bridge as he hurtles in and 
out of orbit with two new stories and an 
out-of-this-world activity to inspire young 
artists.

Hunting Halifax: 
In Search of History, Mystery and 
Murder
Steven Laffoley
Potterseld Press, 2007, $19.95
ISBN 978-1895900934

Hunting Halifax is the true tale of 
Steven Laffoley as he investigates the 
mean streets and narrow alleys of 
historic Halifax, all in search of clues 
to a 150-year-old murder, a mystery 
and a black hole in history. As the 
investigation unfolds, Steven discovers 
the ghosts of the past haunt the present. 
Prepared to do what it takes to 
find justice for a murdered sailor, he 
sleeps in old graveyards, drinks in 
rough taverns, converses in trendy coffee 
shops, pokes about staid Province House, 
ponders Victorian Age philosophy and – 
somehow – just manages to avoid arrest. 

Born near Boston, Steven Edwin 
Laffoley moved to Nova Scotia in 1982 
where he worked as a curriculum 
writer, a university professor and a 
school principal. As a freelance writer, 
columnist, and broadcaster, Steven has 
written dozens of articles and essays 
for more than 40 print and online 
magazines and newspapers and has 
produced columns for the CBC. He lives 
with his wife and daughter in Halifax.

Just for a Day or Two
Truman Layton
Community Books (self-published), 2006, 
$17 ISBN 1-896496-55-5
Available from Truman Layton
(902) 443-9819 tlayton@ns.sympatico.ca

It is wartime. London is suffering from 
the Blitz and some of her children are 
sent overseas to avoid the bombs and the 
expected invasion. One evacuee, Francis, 
from London’s East End, arrives in Great 
Village, Nova Scotia. He is streetwise, 
belligerent and engaging. He and his 
sponsor, a recluse, and her childhood 
admirer are in for changes they could 
never have imagined as the war invades 
the quiet village. The novel is set against 
a backdrop of fictitious village characters, 
saintly sinners and sinning saints.

Truman Layton was born and grew 
up in Great Village. He’s worked as 
a research chemist, taught high school 
and university chemistry, and developed 
science curriculum for the province. 
Truman lives in Halifax with his wife, 
Vivian. Writing projects have included 
units for a junior high textbook series, 
correspondence study units, short stories 
and two novels.
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Baseball Eccentrics: 
The Most Entertaining, Outrageous, 
and Unforgettable Characters in the 
Game
Bill “Spaceman” Lee with Jim Prime
Monarch Books, 2007, $29.95
ISBN 978-1572439535

Bill “Spaceman” Lee was a good major-
league pitcher before chronic arm 
problems ended his career after 14 years. 
Whatever he accomplished on the field 
was overshadowed by his reputation as 
an eccentric, as a guy who revered the 
game but never took himself – or his 
teammates, coaches and managers – too 
seriously. Baseball Eccentrics features the 
most outrageous group of malcontents, 
characters, rebels, reprobates, wing-nuts, 
space cadets, goofs, free thinkers, and 
oddballs who ever livened up the grand 
old game. There are mad Hungarians, 
spies who can speak seven languages (but 
can’t hit in any of them), philosophers, 
and relief pitchers who drop their pants 
and sit on birthday cakes. This book 
reflects a time when baseball was fun and 
players treated it as a game. 

Jim Prime lives in New Minas, 
Nova Scotia. He is the author of several 
baseball books, including Blood Feud: The 
Red Sox, The Yankees, and the Struggle of Good 
versus Evil, Hit List, Tales From the Red Sox 
Dugout and The Little Red Sox Book.

Hard Roads  
Steve Vernon
Gray Friar Press, 2007, $16.95
ISBN 978-0955092282

There’s something about a hard road that 
calls a body to wander. You want to 
know what’s waiting down there just 
past the far edge of the horizon. What 
darkness hides beyond that fish hook of 
a blind curve scything out to the left? It 
calls you and all you can do is wander 
on down. Hard Roads is divided into two 
novellas. “Trolling Lures” takes the reader 
on a drive down a lonesome Nova Scotia 
hardtop road, running into a troll, a 
suicide and a hint of divine intervention. 
The second story, “Hammurabi Road,” is 
a dark tale of retribution, backwoods 
justice, and getting closer to a black bear 
than was ever dreamed possible. 

Steve Vernon was born in the 
woods of the North Canadian Shield, 
in Ontario. He learned the storytelling 
tradition from his grandmother, and now 
lives in Halifax. Steve is also the author 
of Haunted Harbours (Nimbus).

Chibley: The Cat Who Went to Sea
Ruth Wells
illustrated by Doug MacCabe
Community Books (self published), 2007, 
$10 ISBN: 978-1-896496-61-0
Available from Ruth Wells: 
ruthwells@eastlink.ca

Chibley is a real cat who makes his 
home aboard the barque Picton Castle, a 
working tall ship that goes on round-
the-world voyages whose crew teaches 
sailing skills, trades goods and delivers 
educational supplies. A percentage from 
the sales of this book goes to purchase 
educational supplies for schools in the 
South Pacific and South Africa. 

For 12 years, Ruth Wells sailed 
aboard a 38-foot yacht, London Pride. 
She now calls Nova Scotia home. She 
became interested in the Picton Castle 
while touring the ship during the Tall 
Ship Festival in Halifax. Upon learning 
that Chibley the Cat lived aboard and 
had sailed around the world, she decided 
this unique cat had a story that should 
be told. 

Nova Scotia artist Doug MacCabe 
enjoys painting scenes of classic cars and 
old buildings. He teaches adult painting 
classes at the U.F.C.W. Training Centre 
and has also taught children’s art classes. 
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Who’s doing what
n Racked – members’ work appearing 
in the plangent panoply of journals, 
mags and e-signals ... transforming 
from virtual to concrete on your 
editor’s desk as they head for the 
Fed Reference Library (open 9:30 to 
4:30 Monday through Friday for your 
passionate perusal): a leap of original 
vision transformed the antiquated 
(library pockets with user cards) and 
created a stunning cover for Grain 
which arrived this summer with 
Eleonore Schönmaier’s minimalist 
poem for ballast; Joanne Merriam 
has been using her time in New 
England well with posies of poems 
finding publication: ‘Spring in 
Rutherford County’ in the spring 
issue of Dreams and Nightmares, 
‘Charon’s Midlife Crisis in The 
Magazine of Speculative Poetry, and 
‘Gloryblower’, ‘The Ghost Road’ and 
‘Long Weekend” all appearing in 
the current issue of Concelebratory 
Shoehorn Review (www.concelebratory. 
blogspot.com/); Kathryn Bjornson 
saw debut poetry publication in issue 
18/10 of the Nashwaak Review this 
summer, and it was very sweet 
indeed; Sandra Phinney’s feature 
story for Atlantic Business, ‘Hip, Hot, 
Happening’, had her gadding about 
with tourism journalists all over 
Atlantic Canada, talking to travel 
writers and tourism departments 
about the best way to invest ... 
hallelujah!: great stories lead the way!; 
when not retreating to Elizabeth 
Bishop House to swot out a Canada 
Council funded second draft of her 
novel in progress, Heather Jessop 
hones her chops with book reviews, 
most recently of Gaspereau Press’s 
anthology, A Ragged Pen for The 
Malahat Review; Geist 65 includes an 
operatic duet between P.E.T. and 
Margaret-not-yet-Trudeau by George 

Elliott Clarke, excerpted from 
Trudeau: Long March, Shining Path 
recently released by Gaspereau Press; 
it’s just over a year ago that Kate 
Watson pitched The Coast and ended 
up with a gig as their resident theatre 
reviewer. Landing this assignment 
gave her the courage to keep on 
pitching and today she’s doing two 
stories a week for The Dartmouth/
Cole Harbour and/or Halifax West/
Clayton Park weeklies plus a regular 
monthly column bannered “This Side 
of the Harbour.” Her story on 
director Chaz Thorne’s running in 
the current Halifax Magazine, and 
another on the multiflora rose 
(a scourge to farmers that smells 
so sweet) for Rural Delivery. She’s 
working on an article for Our Children 
that looks at the fair play philosophy 
and has just assumed the Hackmatack 
Book Awards reins from former 
director Norene Smiley ... who has 
shuffled off to Pugwash and her own 
second-hand bookstore; Linda Clark 
made a visit to The Craig Gallery 
in Dartmouth to review Rose Adams’ 
exhibition, Mind Works, for Visual 
Arts News.  Linda, who spent time as 
resident storyteller with Dal’s Medical 
Humanities Department, brought a 
fascinating perspective to a show 
that Rose created, in part from the 
impetus of her work as artist-in-
residence at the Camp Hill Veteran’s 
Hospital Memory Disability Clinic; 
Laura Trunkey, mentored by Carol 
Bruneau in 2003-04 and currently in 
Victoria on a scholarship from the 
BC Arts Council (yes ... such things 
do exist in other jurisdictions!) to 
pursue an MFA in Creative Writing at 
UBC, has just had her first story, “Fire 
from Heaven: a Dystopian Suite”, 
published in The Vancouver Review. 
And while we’re on the mentorship 

roll!!! ... Sue Cameron, who also 
worked with Carol Bruneau in 
our inaugural mentorship year, has 
signed a contract for that novel with 
McArthur & Company; and Shandi 
Mitchell, who worked on a draft 
of her novel during 2004-05 with 
Sue Goyette, is now expecting a little 
Penguin!; The Source picked up an 
article from Heddy Johannesen all 
about local organic food options; a 
new story by Richard Provencher 
has been published in SKIVE, an 
Australian short story journal; faced 
with a plague of wood ticks in her 
East Dalhousie retreat this summer, 
Laura Best took comfort in the 
appearance of her story, “All That 
is Real”, in the Nashwaak Review and 
“Amazing Grace” in Room, while the 
Dalhousie Review is currently leavened 
with “The Bread Poultice”; landing 
a four-part electronic publication 
deal with MedHunter, means the 
appearance of the first of Richard 
Provencher’s short stories – “Celery 
Sticks from Mrs. G. – at August’s 
end; Julie Vandervoort crossed 
her fingers and popped her essay 
“Gabriela’s Brush” in the post to Brick 
on International Women’s Day ... if 
not then, when? ... what chance for 
an unsolicited musing? ... but why 
write without sending it out into the 
world where it piqued the editors 
sufficiently to occasion one more 
draft and a scheduled appearance 
in Brick this November!; Monika 
Sormova has moved from Fed 
Central to Brandon, Manitoba, where 
she’s studying writing and art with 
palpable results – three of her recent 
poems will appear in the University 
of Regina’s Wascana Review.
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n Signed, Sealed, Delivery Ahead! — 
Where White Horses Gallop, a second 
novel from Beatrice MacNeil (Key 
Porter) will be launched this month 
at the Victoria Park Armouries, on 
the Esplanade in Sydney, which 
is fitting as the book is set in 
1939. England has declared war on 
Germany and the lives of five young 
Cape Breton friends are about to 
change forever; Can you think of a 
more apt title? Prince of Fraud – a 
non-fiction saga about Leo Koretz, a 
lawyer in Chicago in the 1920s who 
set up a pyramid scheme involving 
nonexistent Panamanian oil fields and 
then fled to a hideaway lodge in 
the wilds of Nova Scotia – has just 
been signed by Raincoast Books. And 
there’s no more apt writer than Dean 
Jobb, author of seven acclaimed 
non-fiction books, most recently The 
Acadians (Wiley Canada). Delivery is 
scheduled for fall 2010; Porcupine’s 
Quill, one of Canada’s most 
prestigious literary presses, plans 
to release Ian Colford’s baptismal 
collection of short stories under the 
title Evidence in 2008; Budge Wilson 
concluded a flurry of writing to a 
relentlessly encroaching deadline to 
complete the prequel to Anne of Green 
Gables for Penguin by heading off to 
Sackville, NB, where she read at the 
fabled Marshlands Inn at the Festival 
by the Marsh.

n Kudos and Crack Open the Bubbly!: 
Santa Monica’s Public Library has 
embraced a philosophy of “meeting 
current needs – environmental, 
economic and social – without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to do the same” by 
establishing a Green Prize for 
Sustainable Literature. In its 
inaugural year, in the Youth Non-
fiction category, the library has 
chosen Pamela Hickman and Birds 
of Prey Rescue: Changing the Future for 

Endangered Wildlife (Firefly) as paving 
the way for others. Pam’s keeping 
good company with Al Gore who 
is the Adult Non-fiction winner 
with An Inconvenient Truth (Rodale 
Books). Pam’s also been shortlisted 
for next season’s Red Cedar Awards 
for Animals Hibernating (KidsCan) and 
Turtle Rescue (Firefly). It’s a rare 
writer that gets two nominations 
for a children’s choice award.; 
IBBY’s (International Board on Books 
for Young People) collection of 
Outstanding Books for Young People 
with Disabilities 2007 was on display 
at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair 
recently. Drawn from 23 different 
countries, the collection of 62 books 
included Jan Coates’ Rainbows in 
the Dark (Second Story Press); being 
shortlisted by the Canadian Library 
Association for a Young Adult 
Book Award for The View from A 
Kite (Vagrant) felt pretty good to 
Maureen Hull, and what better 
follow through than to have it 
adopted for the Grade 11 curriculum 
in Nova Scotia, thereby, prompting 
a new reprint?; Virginia Hayden’s 
script The Inspiration is a finalist 
in the short screenplay category at 
The Moondance International Film 
Festival. 

n Katia Canciani didn’t think she 
could top last year’s high with 
her first adult novel, Un jardin en 
Espagne, Retour au Généralife (Éditions 
David), shortlisted for the Prix des 
lecteurs Radio-Canada and for the 
Prix Éloizes, but top it she has with 
three new children’s books scheduled 
for this fall: Si j’avais un poney 
(Éditions Hurtubise HMH), Samuel la 
tornade (Éditions Bayard) and Riquili 
apprend à compter (Éditions Bouton 
D’Or Acadie). Bien faite, Katia!

n Doffing her writer’s toque to assume 
her acting cap, Jennifer Overton 
spent much of the summer on 
the road touring with God’s Middle 
Name, a play she based on her 
acclaimed book Snapshots of Autism.  
The company toured from Neptune 
Studio Theatre to the Magnetic North 
Theatre Festival in Ottawa, on to 
the Chester Playhouse and Festival 
Antigonish, and in September can 
be seen in the Al Whittle Theatre 
in Wolfville (September 6-8), at 
The Ship’s Company Theatre in 
Parrsboro (11th through 16th), and 
at The YARC in Yarmouth (19th).  
For more information, visit 
www.ingoodcompanytheatre.com

n Playwrights from around the 
region gathered at Live Bait Theatre 
at the end of July for an evening of 
readings from new plays. Organized 
by PARC (Playwrights Atlatnic 
Resource Centre), the evening 
included Pam Calabrese MacLean 
and Don Hannah and kicked off 
PARC’s annual playwrights’ colony – 
a unique retreat for the development 
of new scripts – which took place 
this year at Mount Allison University. 
Mount A is now home to the PARC 
library of Atlantic Canadian scripts.  
Along with bookshelf space, the 
University has generously provided 
access to a workshopping studio for 
use by Atlantic playwrights.

n Between Interruptions: Thirty Women 
Tell the Truth about Motherhood has just 
been released by Key Porter and 
includes contributions from Christy 
Ann Conlin and Ami McKay 
despite the fact that most moms don’t 
have the time for long conversations 
let alone writing. 

n Stephen Davidson has been 
working with Kingston Peninsula 
Heritage to bring out a first YA novel, 
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Letters for Elly, which is set in New 
Brunswick where our heroine has 
been sent to spend the summer with 
aging relatives. Add a broken leg 
to the mix and Elly’s sure this will be 
the most boring summer of all time 
... until her laptop starts downloading 
some very strange e-mails. Copies 
may be ordered through 
www.carterhousetearoom.com    
Stephen’s also online with Trinity 
Enterprises with an e-book, Burdens 
of Loyalty, set among the Loyalists 
during the American War of 
Independence. 

n Louise Latremouille’s parents 
inherited an old computer that their 
kids were replacing with a more 
up to date model ... and it sat in 
their kitchen. Louise started to jot 
them crib notes when she couldn’t 
find something basic enough to make 
the technology palatable. Today these 
notes have coalesced as My Parents First 
Computer and Internet Guide. Louise 
self-published, sold more than 7,500 
copies and has just completed My 
Parents Second Computer and Internet 
Guide, Beyond the Basics. It’s available 
on-line: www.myparentsfirst.com

n Anna Leonowens Gallery, tucked 
in the NSCAD bowels in the 
historic storefront on the Granville 
Mall, was festive with an opening 
crowd. The windows were filled with 
Gale Hagblom Alaie ceramics, walls 
blazed with Kristin Winter and Chris 
Parsons’ paintings and with fibre 
creations by Léola Le Blanc. At the 
vortex, before you headed into the 
gallery and its magnificent display of 
Alcuin Award-winning books (many 
with the Gaspereau imprint), was a 
fascinating piece of work exploding 
from a weathered, shattered window 
frame – a new poem from Tonja 
Gunvaldsen Klaassen set out on 
a page of wall and compelling 

interaction with a fascinated 
audience.

n St. Martins, New Brunswick, 
may not have one giant franchise 
bookstore, but it has many locations 
which together this summer created 
Booktown, and an experience 
designed to make finding the perfect 
book uniquely enjoyable. Where else 
could you browse books while you 
visit with a newborn foal, watch 
an artist at work or enjoy Maritime 
home cooking? Their Book Fair 
events this year included readings 
and signings from Heidi Jardine 
Stoddart, Robert Rayner and 
Richard Provencher.

n An Evening of Fiddles and Prose 
took place at the end of August 
at the Inverness Centre for the 
Arts. Featured readers were Alistair 
MacLeod, Frank Macdonald and 
Beatrice MacNeil, who produced 
the evening and is acclaimed 
throughout the Island for her literary 
ceilidhs.

n The grand opening of the 
Horticultural Hall in Halifax’s 
historic Public Garden was simply 
the most divine setting for the launch 
of Gracie, the Public Gardens Duck by 
Judith Meyrick with illustrations by 
Richard Rudnicki. Judith, currently 
in New Zealand, won the 2005 
Atlantic Writing Competition for her 
picture book, Acrobat Sol, and is over-
the-equator with this her first book; 
and Richard is proud as punch to 
be welcoming his first full-colour 
children’s picture book illustrations. 

n It’s been an eternity in the 
doing but Camelia Friedberg has 
succeeded in shepherding her film, A 
Stone’s Throw, shot in March 2006 on 
the South Shore and in Dartmouth, 
into general release. Her directorial 

and screenwriting debut, the film 
was shown last year at the Toronto 
International Film Festival and the 
Atlantic Film Festival where it won 
the best film award. Congratulations 
Camelia.

n Never one to slow when she 
can soar, Sheree Fitch has been 
exploring the stratsophere this past 
year. March found her making a 
keynote address for the Peel Board 
of Education, followed by gracing the 
stages for the International Reading 
Association in Toronto and for the 
American Library Association in 
Washington, D.C., where she also 
was a storyteller at Flowermart at 
Washington National Cathedral and 
a featured guest at the Canadian 
Embassy’s Canada Day reading. Her 
first novel, The Gravesavers, won the 
Saskatchewan Blue Willow Award, 
has been optioned by Enigmatio 
Films and is on Indigo’s back-
to-school list; and Doubleday has 
offered a contract on her next senior 
YA novel, Pluto’s Ghost. Her first 
adult novel, Kiss the Joy as It Flies, 
is scheduled for Spring 2008 by 
Nimbus, and she has a baby 
board book on the January 2008 
horizon.  But Sheree-watchers can 
rejoice and head for Annapolis Royal 
this September when she’s sure to 
be sighted as she MCs that august 
village’s annual reading fair.

n Some years ago during a Symphony 
Nova Scotia concert in Liverpool, 
a spider descended from the fly-
gallery and landed on violist Binnie 
Brennan’s finger board mid bow 
stroke. Both survived. Binnie began 
to muse and A Spider’s Tale, a 
heartwarming children’s story, began.  
On November 27, Symphony Nova 
Scotia in collaboration with the 
Dalhousie Theatre Department will 
premier the stage adaptation of 
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Binnie’s story. Under the supervision 
of David Overton, five of the 
playwrighting students have spent 
the last year transforming the story 
for stage presentation complete with 
sets, costumes, choreography and new 
songs.

New Members

The Directors, members and staff of 
WFNS are delighted to extend the 
warmest welcome, or welcome back, 
to the following member writers:

Linda Atkinson, Halifax
Paul Aucoin, Dartmouth
Timothy A. Brushett, Halifax
Sophee Childs, Berwick
Trena Christie-MacEachern, Judique
Judy Dudar, Halifax
W.J. (Bill) Hall, New Victoria
Mary Anne Jourdry, Shelburne
Ruth Larson, Halifax
Deirdre Evangeline Lee, Dartmouth
Louise Latremouille, Tantallon
Andrea L’Heureux, Dartmouth
Catherine Loughlin, Halifax
Catherine Schulz MacArthur, Chester 

Basin
Ernie Mundell, Martin’s Point
Faye Mingo, Halifax
Liz Naugle, Eastern Passage
Laurel Nickerson, Northwest 

Harbour
Joe Norris, Bedford
Shawna Romkey, Dartmouth
Pat Sarratt, Halifax
Charles Spurr, Brookside
Michelle Tatlock, River Ryan
Karen Toews, Bridgewater
Erin Tomlinson, Halifax
Gordon N. Wright, Lunenburg n

The Writers’ Trust of Canada’s 
Woodcock Fund

The Woodcock Fund, which resides at the very heart of the Writers’ Trust, 
was established in 1989 through the generosity of Canadian writer George 
Woodcock and his wife Ingeborg. Sadly, both are now deceased, but their 
generosity lives on in this hugely important fund.

Despite his very successful career, George Woodcock himself was well 
aware of the difficulties faced by those who have chosen to devote their lives 
to literature. Not only is writing a solitary profession with no health benefits 
or pension plans, not only is little or no income generated during the long 
pre-publication period when a book is being born, there is no guarantee that 
even when a book is published that it will generate enough income to provide 
a decent standard of living. Any number of factors contribute to a book’s 
financial success (quality being only one of them) and almost all of these factors 
are impossible to control.

When a writer faces an unexpected financial crisis or becomes ill, his or 
her ability to finish a book is at serious risk. Unless help arrives.

To date, the Writers’ Trust of Canada’s Woodcock Fund has distributed 
more than $500,000 in financial support to more than 130 Canadian writers, a 
number of them prominent and established in their respective fields.

“The generous and timely patronage of the Woodcock Fund alleviated my 
immediate worries and enabled me to move through a time of hardship and 
real despair, and it restored a sense of hopefulness about my career. I am 
forever grateful.” – Pearl Luke, author of Madame Zee

Financial assistance is available to those who qualify.
For application guidelines or more information please contact:

Kyle Greenwood
Program Manager

Woodcock Fund & Writers’ Workshops
The Writers’ Trust of Canada
200 – 90 Richmond St. East

Toronto, ON  M5C 1P1
416-504-8222 ext. 243

kgreenwood@writerstrust.com n
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A writer’s place on the web
Part 2: Networking
by Susan Mersereau 

Even if you have never posted 
anything to the web about yourself, 
there’s a good chance you already 
have an online identity that has been 
shaped by others. You might do a 
search and find your name coming 
up on many websites – because 
of a past interview, a writers’ 
conference you attended, your own 
publisher’s profile of you, or through 
general networking and information 
websites. It’s important to understand 
that existing web presence and then 
to identify ways in which you can 
have some control over it.

If you’ve published even one 
book, you’re very likely to find 
yourself on wikipedia.org, a 
collaborative, free, online 
encyclopedia. Its entries are created 
and entered by, well, anyone willing 
to contribute. A profile on Wikipedia 
is a fluid document, subject to 
possible change at any time by 
anybody. For better or worse, and 
despite the looming potential for 
abuse and the spread of 
misinformation, Wikipedia has 
proven remarkably popular as a 
starting point (rather than as a 
primary source of detailed 
information) for online research. 

Wikipedia brings a lot of 
information about a particular 
subject, which may be scattered 
through various sites on the Internet, 
into one central place. Entries 
are usually hyperlinked throughout, 
acting like a network by connecting 
what may be a brief profile on you 
to information about other writers, 
organizations, affiliations, etc. If you 
already have a personal website, 
you can include a link from your 

Wikipedia profile, guiding readers 
back to your own, controlled, web 
environment. If you find information 
about you that is incorrect, you 
can simply log on (anonymously, 
if you wish) and make corrections.  
Of course you can’t sit at the 
computer refreshing the screen all 
day and waiting for someone to post 
something, but it is important to be 
aware that Wikipedia is currently a 
likely source that people are using to 
find information about you and your 
work.

Social networking sites are 
growing more popular all the 
time and with people of all ages 
and professions. They’re fun, easy 
and usually free. Started in 2003, 
MySpace.com quickly became the 
premier site of its kind and, by 2006, 
over 100 million pages had been 
created. A MySpace page can be a 
person, an organization, a book club 
– or even a single book! Writers 
are starting to use sites like this 
to profile very basic information 
about their work and activities, 
and to attract a wider readership 
through their association with other 
writers, independent bookstores, 
writers’ organizations, etc.  

But it’s not a perfect system.  
MySpace is not much more secure 
than a Wikipedia profile, since 
anybody could start a page claiming 
to be you, or you could end up with 
associations, by even two or three 
degrees of separation, you’d rather 
not have. If you do decide that this 
option is for you, keep your page 
as simple and focused as possible 
and, if you have one, include a 
link to your own website or your 

publisher’s author page. Next, find a 
few bookstores, writers, (or even real-
life friends!) with whom you’d like 
to be connected. You may find that 
word will spread quickly and the 
networking will largely propel itself.  

The latest trend in online social 
networking, Facebook, is designed to 
make even more obvious connections 
between people, through groups, 
locations, interests, etc,. though most 
profiles (for now at least) are 
usually more private than those 
on MySpace. Members have more 
control over how much of their 
profile information can be viewed 
and by whom. Facebook also offers 
a host of free applications, including 
a technically sophisticated book club 
program that allows users to pick 
books from an extensive online 
database and share with others their 
current reading list, reviews, etc., 
through their profile and/or through 
one of numerous Facebook book 
clubs.  

For a more focused site, you 
might consider LibraryThing.com, a 
free book networking site described 
as “the world’s largest book club.” 
Avid readers can catalogue the books 
in their personal libraries, linking 
them to information on other book 
lovers’ libraries. As with Wikipedia, 
if you have any books published, 
you may already have a profile 
on LibraryThing and not know it. 
Readers can look up their favourite 
writers, read and contribute book 
reviews, make recommendations, and 
so on. Writers can sign up to have a 
profile on the site, which allows them 
to include a brief bio and publication 

continued on page 20
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Brimer Sets Bowling 
Record
Atlantic Book Festival 2007 was off 
to a rousing launch with scores 
of rabble costumed as a favourite 
book with a colour in the title. No 
wilder, nor woolier bunch has ever 
graced the lanes at Fairlane Bowling. 
The Annes of Green Gables were 
muscular in their striking prowess. 
Could that be Mr. Budge Wilson, 
dashing in his Rouge et Noir? And 
quick, over there – librarians 
encrusted with green eggs and ham 
contending with the rowdies from 
The Book Room, definitely Red, White 
and Drunk All Over. The shenanigans 
of the evening raised more than 
$4,000 in support of the Ann Connor 
Brimer Children’s Literature Award – 
a record! n

info and, once again, to link back to 
their own website.  

Utilizing opportunities on the 
web requires patience, thoughtfulness 
and a willingness to learn and 
adapt to an online environment 
that undergoes constant change and 
movement. Although it is a good 
idea to be aware of the virtual 
“you” that lives online, it is also 
crucially important that you protect 
your own precious writing time. Give 
yourself a weekly time limit for 
online networking and stick to it 
– because it’s you who should be 
managing the web, not the other way 
around.  

Last issue’s column, part one of  
“A Writer’s Place on the Web” sparked 
some interesting feedback on a 
writer’s place in web design. To read 
and contribute to that discussion, 
visit Richard Levangie’s blog at
http://smartlikestreetcar.com/?p=196

Other comments, questions, or 
suggestions for future columns can be 
sent to talk@writers.ns.ca n

Hackmatack ends pining!
Once upon a time there was no children’s choice book award in Atlantic 
Canada. The rest of the country had them. They were fun. They all seemed to 
be named after trees: the Silver Birch, the Golden Oak, the Willow Awards, 
the Red Cedars. Finally, Atlantic Canada’s children’s choice book awards were 
born in 1998: the Hackmatack seemed perfect for the region. It’s the Mi’kmaq 
name for the tamarack or larch, which is found in all four Atlantic provinces. 
It’s unique in being one of the few evergreens that sheds its needles, and is 
hardy enough to withstand the worst cold and flourish in a dizzying variety 
of terrains. Plus Hackmatack is a ‘lip-slippery’ kind of word and Sheree Fitch 
was midwife to the award’s birth.

It’s grown from a shortlist of five English-language fiction and non-fiction 
titles for Grades 4 to 6 to a shortlist of 40 books, both fiction and 
non-fiction. It’s the only children’s choice award to include an equal component 
of French-language titles. Carol McDougall, Monika Sormova and Norene 
Smiley provided inspired leadership as the award grew and took root. The 
participation of reading groups has continued to spread with New Brunswick 
libraries officially adopting the program in 2005.  

Housed from the beginning at, and through the generosity of, the Nova 
Scotia Provincial Library offices in Halifax, Hackmatack was in danger of 
being felled when the library’s lease came due this year, as the proposed new 
home was too small to accommodate “extras,” and Hackmatack director Norene 
Smiley was relocating to Pugwash. But in keeping with all good children’s 
stories that begin with ‘Once Upon a Time,’ there’s a happy ending. Kate 
Watson, a freelance writer who’d volunteered with Hackmatack over the years, 
has succeeded Norene Smiley and the NS Department of Education has found 
a perfect corner just big enough for a Hackmatack. The Department has 
also given the program a magnificent gift: its wholehearted support reflected 
in the purchase of $90,000 worth of this year’s shortlisted books for every 
elementary school in Nova Scotia. The 2007-08 shortlist will soon be posted 
at www.hackmatack.ca n

continued from page 19
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Honouring Alan
Feed the Mind is a new book program in Nova Scotia that honours the 
memory of Alan Cameron, the Thomas Allen Atlantic book sales rep, who 
died of cancer at the age of 52 last October. Launched by his widow, 
Debbie Cameron, who is co-manager of The Book Room, the initiative delivers 
children’s books donated by friends, publishers, and customers to the Bayers-
Westwood Family Resource Centre in Halifax, the Dartmouth Family Resource 
Centre and the Wolfville Food Bank, which then deliver the books to 
individual families. Currently, six independent bookstores act as collection 
depots for the donated books – The Book Room, The Book Mark, Frog Hollow 
Books, and Woozles in Halifax, Tattletales in Dartmouth and Box of Delights 
in Wolfville. Debbie, who is currently seeking charitable status for Feed the 
Mind, has talked to local area schools and churches about collecting books 
for the program in the fall. It’s a wonderful way to honour the memory 
of an individual who made such a difference, who fought to establish the 
Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award for Illustration, and who was always the 
first to contribute bookish loot to the Federation’s annual Silly Silent Auction 
of Lunatic Literaria. Contributions may be made at any of the independent 
bookstores named above. n



The Canadian Children’s Book 
Centre (www.bookcentre.ca/) wants 
Canadian children’s writers whose 
books are first published by 
companies outside of Canada to 
know that, as Canadian authors, their 
books are eligible for review and 
inclusion in the annual best books 
list, Our Choice.

The Canadian Children’s Book 
Centre (CCBC) is a national, 
not-for-profit organization dedicated 
to promoting books created by 
Canadian authors and illustrators for 
young readers. While many of these 
books are published by Canadian 
publishers, there are a significant 
number that are published by 
American or even British publishers. 
These companies may be less aware 
of the work of the CCBC and of its 
publications Canadian Children´s Book 
News and Our Choice.

Published quarterly and 
distributed nationwide, Canadian 
Children´s Book News helps parents, 
teachers, librarians and booksellers 
discover new Canadian children´s 
books and keep up with industry 
issues. Each issue is packed with 
news, book reviews, author and 
illustrator interviews, profiles of 
publishers and bookstores, and 
information about the world of 
children´s books in Canada.

Our Choice is the authoritative 
guide to new Canadian children´s 
books, magazines, CDs, and 
multimedia. Each year, hundreds 
of recently published books and 
other resources are evaluated and 
selected by seven expert committees 
from across the country. Our Choice 
highlights the best Canadian books 
to buy, borrow and read and is the 
source for adults who select books 
for young readers.

Are you published outside of Canada?
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How to submit your books for 
review

Canadian authors and 
illustrators, if your books are 
published by non-Canadian 
publishers, please remind them to 
include the Canadian Children´s 
Book Centre in their promotion. 
Review copies can be sent to Gillian 
O´Reilly, Editor, Canadian Children´s 
Book News, c/o the Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre. Copies for 
the library, the regional collections 
and for Our Choice (15 in total), may 
be sent to the Canadian Children´s 
Book Centre, 40 Orchard View Blvd., 
Suite 101, Toronto, ON M4R 1B9. 
Title Submissions Forms for Our 
Choice and further information are 
available at www.bookcentre.ca.

How to become a member of the 
CCBC

Members of the CCBC receive 
a subscription to Canadian Children´s 
Book News and a copy of Our Choice. 

In addition, published authors and 
illustrators, as well as storytellers, 
receive a free listing in the CCBC´s 
annual Directory of Authors, 
Illustrators and Storytellers Available 
for School and Library Visits.

Your membership supports the 
CCBC´s programs including the TD 
Canadian Children´s Book Week 
touring program – where 30 
Canadian children´s authors, 
illustrators and storytellers tour 
across Canada – and our various 
book awards and publications.

Both individuals and 
organizations can be members of 
the Canadian Children’s Book Centre. 
You can get your membership by 
calling 416-975-0010 or visiting 
www.bookcentre.ca. Individuals $60;  
Student/Senior (60+) $30; Associate 
Members $135 (includes associations, 
schools, library branches and 
single-location bookstores); Corporate 
Members $500 (includes publishers, 
wholesalers, library systems and 
multiple-location bookstores). n

A change of WITS
Writers in the Schools is back by popular demand throughout Nova Scotia. 
Booking for WITS will begin online at 9 a.m., Wednesday, September 12. 
There are more than 60 writers participating this year, and you no longer 
need to wait by the phone to discuss the specifics of your school visit with a 
harried teacher. All WITS bookings will be handled by the office, first-come 
first-served, as the schools send in their e-mail requests. We will take bookings 
until our funds run out. When that happens, we’ll let the dust settle and in 
about 10 days you will receive a comprehensive listing of all of your bookings 
along with the contact details. You will still need to work out the actual date 
and presentation details with your host school(s).

WITS is funded by Aliant, WFNS, Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, 
Culture and Heritage, the Nova Scotia Department of Education and schools 
throughout the province. WFNS allocates the funds on a first-come, first-served 
basis providing subsidy by matching the schools’ investment in writer fees 
and covering travel costs (so than no school in the province is geographically 
disadvantaged). WFNS reimburses writers $125 for a half day, and $250 for a 
whole day, and provides 25¢/km to offset travel costs. Begun in 1982 with a 
budget of $2,500, WITS will cost $90,000 in fees and travel in 2007-08. n



Markets, etc.
The Writers’ Federation of Nova 
Scotia does not necessarily endorse 
the markets or competitions listed 
here. Please make every effort to 
check any market or competition 
before submitting material. Read the 
magazine first. Publishers usually sell 
single, sample copies. Back issues and 
writers’ guidelines are often on a 
magazine’s website. Your local library 
has public access computers.

n THEMA: Box 8747, Metairie 
LA 70011-8747 (http://members.cox. 
net/thema) Publishes 3 theme issues 
a year. The target theme must be 
an integral part of the piece not 
necessarily the central theme, but not 
merely incidental. Upcoming themes 
and deadlines: When things get back 
to normal, November 1, 2007; The 
box under the bed, March 1, 2008; 
Unprepared for adventure, July 1, 
2008. Pays $25 for short story, $10 
for shorter pieces (up to 1,000 words), 
$10 for poems. 

n Smith & Kraus: is launching a 
new imprint, Smith & Sons, and 
is looking for aventure, fantasy 
and science fiction for readers aged 
11 to 14. Visit their website 
– www.smithandkraus.com – for 
details. Query with synopsis and 
sample chapter.

n Common Ties: an online magazine 
(http://commonties.com) looking for 
personal stories on all topics. Pays 
between $100 to $200. Not looking 
for fiction or poetry. Submission 
guidelines (www.commonties.com 
/blog/subsmit-a-story) and FAQ sheet 
on website.

n Parenting Press: publishes how-to 
and problem solving books, 
including guides for children on 

topics such as bullying and 
name-calling, and parenting guides. 
Full submission guidelines at 
www.parentingpress.com/manuscripts. 
html

n Dark Recesses Press: looking for 
horror/dark fiction stories between 
500 to 5,000 words. Pays 3¢/word, 
up to $150. For guidelines visit 
www.darkrecesses.com/SubInfo.htm

n Chick Lit Review:  a bimonthly 
online literary magazine 
(www.chicklitreview.org). Looking 
for short stories (up to 2,500 words) 
for and about women in their 20s 
and 30s. Accepts book reviews. 
Previously published stories ok if 
you still have all rights to the story.  
$50 for short stories, $25 for book 
reviews. FAQ and writers guidelines 
on website.

n Vallum, contemporary poetry:      
PO Box 48003, Montreal, QC H2V 
4S8 (www.vallummag.com) Interested 
in poetry, prose poems, concrete 
poems, essays, interviews and reviews 
on poetry. Publishes twice a year. 
Accepts submissions of poetry from 
October 1 to January 31 only. 

n Stellar Showcase Journal is 
accepting submissions. Details at 
www.stellarshowcasejournal.com/
sub.htm 

n Cave Wall: Cave Wall Press, 
LLC P.O. Box 29546 Greensboro, 
NC 27429-9546 
(www.cavewallpress.com) Publishes 
contemporary poetry twice a year.  
Interested in poems of any length 
and style from both established and 
emerging poets. Each issue includes 
black & white art. Reading periods 
are August-October and February-
April. 
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n Rattle: Poetry for the 21st 
Century Print issues published in 
June and December; electronic issues 
released in March and September. 
Publishes poetry, translations, 
reviews, essays and interviews. For 
information visit www.rattle.com 

n AGNI Magazine: Boston 
University, 236 Bay State Road, 
Boston MA 02215 (www.bu.edu/agni) 
Publishes poetry, short fiction and 
essays. The print magazine appears 
twice a year, in spring and fall, 
their website also publishes online 
only fiction, poetry, reviews and 
interviews. Welcomes manuscripts 
between September 1 and May 31. 
Pays $10 per printed (or printed 
out) page for prose, $20 per page 
for poetry (print and online, with 
a $150 maximum). Guidelines at 

www.bu.edu/agni/about/guidelines/
index.html 

Contests
n RBC Bronwen Wallace Award for 
Emerging Writers: c/o The Writers’ 
Trust of Canada, 90 Richmond St. 
East, Suite 200, Toronto, ON M5C 
1P1. (www.writerstrust.ca) Deadline 
October 15. A prize of $5,000 will 
be awarded to the best work of short 
fiction. Two honourable mentions 
will each receive $1,000. Open to 
Canadians under the age of 35, who 
are unpublished in book form and 
without a book contract, but whose 
literary work has appeared in at least 
one independently edited magazine 
or anthology. Entries should be 
no more than 2,500 words (10 
pages, double-spaced). For submission 
details check the website.

n So you think you can write? 
Orca Book Publishers Novel 
Contest:  Orca invites new and 
established Canadian writers to 



n TWUC Short Prose Competition 
for Developing Writers: SPC 
Competition, The Writers’ Union of 
Canada, 90 Richmond St. E., Suite 
200, Toronto ON M5C 1P1. Open 
to Canadian writers who have not 
been published in book format. 
Non-fiction and fiction unpublished 
prose up to 2,500 words in English. 
Deadline November 3. Prize $2,500. 
Entry fee $25. For details visit 
www.writersunion.ca and click on 
“contests.”

n Prairie Fire Press 2007 Writing 
Contests: 3 contests. $6,000 in cash 
prizes. Deadline for all contests 
is November 30. 1. Bliss Carman 
Poetry Award  (1-3 poems per entry, 
maximum 150 lines). 2. Short Fiction  
(one story per entry, maximum 
15,000 words). 3. Creative Non-
Fiction  (one article per entry, 
maximum 5,000 words). 1st prize 
$1,250, 2nd prize $500, 3rd prize 
$250, in all categories. Entry fee 
$27 per category (includes 1-year 
subscription). Winning pieces will be 
published in Prairie Fire magazine, 
with authors paid for publication. For 
contest rules visit www.prairiefire.ca

n The Fiddlehead contests: 
Deadline December 15. Entry fee 
$30. Raplh Gustafson Prize for Best 
Poem $1,000 to the winner, $500 
eacn for 2 runners-up, one entry is up 
to 3 poems with no more than 100 
lines per poem. $1,000 for Best Story, 
$500 each for 2 runners-up; one 
story is up to 25 pages. Send entries 
to The Fiddlehead Contest, Campus 
House, 11 Garland Court, UNB PO 
Box 4400, Fredericton, NB E3B 5A3. 
Details on webite – www.lib.unb.ca/
Texts/Fiddlehead
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submit manuscripts of contemporary 
realistic fiction for readers 13 to 18. 
Deadline October 31. No short fiction 
or fantasy. Prize is a publishing 
contract with Orca, $5,000 ($2,000 
plus a $3,000 advance against 
royalties), targeted promotion and 
a trip to Book Expo Canada. 
Length 30,000 to 60,000 words. A 
submission form is necessary and 
can be found on Orca’s website 
(www.orcabook.com/client/
client_pages/contest.cfm). Detailed 
rules also on website.  

n 2007 CBC Literary Awards: CBC 
Literary Awards, CBC Radio, PO 
Box 6000, Montreal QC H3C 3A8 
(www.cbc.ca/literaryawards) 
“Canada’s only literary competition 
for English and French-language 
unpublished works.” Deadline 
November 1. Two cash prizes in 
each category for each language – 
1st $6,000; 2nd $4,000. Publication 
in enRoute magazine. Entry form 
necessary – can be downloaded from 
website. Accepts both print and 
electronic submissions. Entry fee 
$20. Categories: Short story (2,000 to 
2,500 words); Creative non-fiction 
(2,000 to 2,500 words) – includes 
humour, memoir, biography, essay 
(including personal essay, travel 
writing and feature articles). It 
involves writing about real events, 
people or ideas, conveying your 
message through the use of literary 
techniques such as characterization, 
plot, setting, dialogue, narrative, and 
personal reflection. In works of 
creative non-fiction the writer’s voice 
and opinion is evident. The work 
should be accessible to a general 
reading audience (i.e. not written for 
a specialized or academic audience); 
Poetry (1,000 to 2,000 words) – may 
take the form a long narrative poem, 
a sequence of connected poems or a 
group of unconnected poems. 

Awards
n The Danuta Gleed Literary 
Award: A $10,000 prize will be 
awarded to a Canadian writer for 
the best first collection of published 
short fiction in the English language. 
The award also carries second and 
third prizes in the amount of $500 
each. Submission Deadline: January 
31, 2008. To be eligible, submissions 
must be a first collection of short 
fiction, written by a Canadian citizen 
or landed immigrant, and published 
in the 2007 calendar year. Four (4) 
copies of each eligible title should be 
sent to The Writers’ Union of Canada 
at: 90 Richmond Street East, Suite 
200, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 1P1.

Correspondence 
Program in 
Creative Writing at 
Humber
The Correspondence Program in 
Creative Writing, offered by The 
Humber School for Writers, gives 
aspiring writers the opportunity to 
work on a novel, book of short 
stories, volume of poetry, or work 
of creative non-fiction with one of 
the School’s distinguished faculty. 
Students receive extensive feedback 
and learn to refine their craft via 
regular or electronic correspondence 
and may share their experience 
in a closed web lounge devoted 
to Humber student writers. The 
30-week program is especially suited 
to those who prefer working at 
their own pace, and in their 
own environment. The application 
deadline is October 10. For details, 
visit the Humber School of Creative 
& Performing Arts website at 
www.theworldiswaiting.ca n



Fat goose on Gaspereau menu on Oct. 19-20
Gaspereau Press will host its eighth 
annual wayzgoose on October 19 
and 20, in Kentville. The weekend  
features special guests, photographer 
and letterpress printer Thaddeus 
Holownia and author George Elliott 
Clarke. Also on the agenda: a shop 
talk and printing demonstrations, 
workshops in bookbinding and 
calligraphy, public readings, the 
launch of several new releases, and 
Gaspereau’s tenth birthday bash.

Gaspereau Press, a Nova Scotia 
owned and operated trade publisher, 
produces quality short-run 
paperbacks and limited edition 
hardcovers of both literary and 
regional interest. The press was 
established in 1997 by Gary Dunfield 
and Andrew Steeves, and is one of 
the few publishers in Canada that 
publishes its books in-house, using a 
combination of antique and modern 
production methods.

The wayzgoose tradition dates 
back to seventeenth-century England 
when the menu item of choice at 
a printer’s dinner was the wayz- (or 
stubble-) fed goose, hence wayzgoose. 
These days the word is used to 
describe gatherings of book artists. 
The Gaspereau Press Wayzgoose has 
become an annual public event to 
celebrate the process of creating 
books: from authors and writing, to 
typesetting, printing and binding.

Poetry readings kick off the 
celebration at 7:30 p.m., Friday, 
October 19, at the Kentville Rec 
Centre with George Elliott Clarke 
(Trudeau), Allan Cooper (The Alma 
Elegies), Monica Kidd (Actualities) and 
Harry Thurston (Broken Vessel), and 
music by Canadian folk legend Bob 
Snider. Free admission. Cash bar.

Two workshops on Bookbinding 
and Calligraphy are scheduled for 

Saturday morning, 
October 20, at the 
Kentville Rec Centre 
from 9 a.m. to noon. To 
apply for the workshops, 
please send Gaspereau 
a letter (by mail or 
to info@gaspereau.com) 
including your name, 
mailing address, 
telephone number and 
e-mail. Participants will 
be selected on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
A waiting list will be kept in case 
of late openings. The $25 registration 
fee must be paid by October 12 to 
secure your spot. 

Book artist Ruth Legge will lead 
the bookbinding workshop for 10 
people. Participants will have the 
opportunity to ‘case bind’ their own 
blank book. No previous experience 
is required. Designer and illustrator 
Jack McMaster of Wolfville will 
facilitate the calligraphy workshop 
for 10 participants. This session 
introduces participants to the basics 
of calligraphy and hand lettering. No 
previous experience is required.

Shop Talk – 10 a.m. to noon 
at the Gaspereau Press print shop – 
features photographer and letterpress 
printer Thaddeus Holownia. If you’re 
not taking part in a workshop, 
drop in and putter around the print 
shop. Take a look at Thaddeus’s 
recent photographs, some of the 
limited edition book projects from 
his Anchorage Press, and see how his 
vintage, large-format view-cameras 
work. As well, there will be a session 
with type designer Rod McDonald 
on how digital type is made. The 
popular offcut paper sale will also be 
in its early hours. This is a drop-in 
session and the admission is free.

Saturday afternoon features 
public readings and an open house. 
Prose readings are scheduled for 1:30 
p.m. at the Kentville Rec Centre. The 
program will start with a reading 
by Bob Snider (On Performing), and 
a joint reading and presentation by 
Elizabeth Paul, Peter Sanger and 
Alan Syliboy (The Stone Canoe). Free 
admission. 

There’s an Open House – 3:30 to 
5 p.m. – at the Gaspereau Press print 
shop with demonstrations of modern 
and antique printing methods. Meet 
with artists, authors and presenters, 
purchase books and offcut paper. 
Special guest Thaddeus Holownia 
will be on hand to discuss his work 
as a photographer and printer. Light 
refreshments will be served. Free 
admission.

The festivities continue into 
Saturday evening with Gaspereau’s 
Tenth Birthday Bash starting at 7:30 
p.m. at the Kentville Rec Centre 
with music by Bob Snider, a slide 
presentation by Thaddeus Holownia, 
and a talk by George Elliott Clarke. 
Free admission. Cash bar. 

For more information, contact: 
Beth Crosby, Gaspereau Press, 47 
Church Avenue, Kentville, NS, B4N 
2M7 (902) 678-6002 
booksales@gaspereau.com 
www.gaspereau.com n 
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Press operator and poet Michael de Beyer explains the printing 
process to curious kids at Wayzgoose 2006.


