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WOTS heads down the
street to Pier 21

The first five years were a valiant defiance of hurricane
season on Spring Garden Road. The season won out. The
next five years were huddled in the ramshackle, echoing
dim that is Pier 20. Dim prevailed. Word on the Street
Halifax will unfold a new decade in the much more
civilized Pier 21 on Sunday, September 25, from 11 a.m.

o 5 p.m.

This year’s Festival location will fill Pier 21 and spill
into the Cruise Pavillion. The space is filled with light and
such modern comforts as public indoor washrooms and
heat. The reading stages — Aliant Kids, Heritage Canada’s
YEAR ONE — ON THE STREET Atlantic Authors’ Stage, Atlantic News Reading Stage —
will be joined again this year with a Pitch the Publisher
stage in Rowe Hall. Writers with book proposals and ideas
will have the opportunity to dazzle a panel of publishers

from the Atlantic region.

Don Aker, Carol Bruneau, Jan Coates, Jeffrey Domm,
Alan Donaldson, Sheree Fitch, Stephens Gerard Malone,
Alain Raimbault, and Harry Thurston will be introducing
new born books; Joan Baxter, Kristin Domm, Linda
Johns, Genevieve Lehr, Janet McNaughton and Susan
Tooke, Joanne Taylor and Barb Todd will be feting
spring releases. Writers from Newfoundland will be
rubbing shoulders with fellows from Upper Canada, New
Brunswick and PEL and Bob Snider will be making the
voyage from songwriter to book writer with Gaspereau
Press.

Word on the Street is always looking for volunteers
to help celebrate reading and writing. They're looking
for chaperones for out-of-town writers, helpers for special
event areas, survey conductors, t-shirt sellers, and a mop-
up-after brigade. Call 902-423-7399 to inquire about
volunteering. m

YEAR TEN — JEFF AND KRISTIN DOMM UNDER COVER
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Rural Writes

Rural Writes is entering a third season. Designed by the Fed to offer equal
opportunity for creative growth for writers living outside the metro Halifax
area, Rural Writes is insinuating its way into every nook and cosy corner in
the province.

The Sydney Smorgasbord with Douglas Arthur Brown and Friends

9:30-noon, Saturday mornings —
October 15, 22, 29. November 12, 19, 26.
December 3

Cape Breton Centre for Heritage and
Science (Lyceum Building), 225 George
Street, Sydney

$120 WENS members; $145 non-
members (Easy payment terms negotiable)

In this collaborative 7-session writing
smorgasbord, workshop leader Douglas
Arthur Brown is joined by guest writers
Sheldon Currie, Anne Louise MacDonald
and Frank MacDonald to explore fiction
(Sheldon), writing for young adults (Anne
Louise), non-fiction (Frank) and editing
(Douglas) over the course of the autumn.

Douglas will lead four of the sessions,
concentrating on editing/criticism and
providing written feedback to writing
selections submitted by workshop
participants. Sheldon, Anne Louise and
Frank will each lead a session
concentrating on their own areas of writing
expertise: October 22 — Short story with
Sheldon Currie: come with a short story or
outline for a story with details of plot and
character. October 29 — YA novels with
Anne Louise MacDonald. November 12 —
Non-fiction writing with Frank MacDonald.

Sheldon Currie’s story, “The Glace Bay
Miners’ Museum” was made into the movie Margaret’s Museum starring Helena
Bonham Carter. His most recent novel, Down the Coaltown Road, was shortlisted
for the Dartmouth Book Award. Anne Louise MacDonald is an award-winning
animal-health technician, author of three children’s picture books and a new
YA novel, The Ghost Horse of Meadow Green (KidsCan). Douglas Arthur Brown
is author of three books and the former publisher and editor of Pottersfield
Portfolio. Frank MacDonald is publisher of The Oran and his columns appear in
The Cape Bretoner Magazine. His first novel, A Forest for Calum, will be released
by UCB Press this fall.

DoucLAs ARTHUR BROWN

ANNE Louise MacDoNALD

PAGE 2 EASTWORD SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2005



Story & Style with
William Kowalski in
Mahone Bay

7 to 9 p.m Wednesday
nights — October 5 through
November 23

Mahone Bay Centre, 45
School Street, Mahone Bay

$140 WFNS members;
$165 non-members (Easy payment terms negotiable)

While covering issues of general interest to writers
of all levels of experience, participants will discuss
the art of storytelling in fiction. A few of the issues
touched on will include: inciting incidents, plot arc and
development, character development through action and
dialogue, word choice, flow and rhythm of language,
and the importance of a regular writing routine. For the
first session, bring an original piece of prose (either a
short story or portion of a longer work) 2,000 to 3,000
words (8 to 12 pages) typed in double-spaced, 12-point-
font. As this work will be critiqued by the instructor
and the group, please make 13 copies (14 if you're
superstitious). This workshop is for contented amateurs
and aspiring professionals alike, and aims to encourage,
not discourage.

Bill Kowalski is author of Eddie’s Bastard, Somewhere
South of Here, The Adventures of Flash Jackson, and The
Good Neighbour (HarperCollins). His work has been
translated into 15 languages. He is also the author of
three distinguished screenplays, and has been writing
and editing full-time since 1998. Born in Cleveland,
Ohio, and raised in Erie, Pennsylvania, he now lives on
the South Shore.

The Stuff of Fiction with Susan Haley in
Canning

7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday nights — October 5 through
November 23

Art Can Gallery, Main Street, Canning (582-7071)

$140 WFNS members; $165 non-members (Easy
payment terms negotiable)

This workshop is aimed at fiction writers and
memoirists who wish to sharpen their use of various
fictional techniques, such as dialogue, flashback, irony,
etc. You will prepare and read short pieces every week

which will be critiqued by the class. In addition, Susan is

willing to read and comment on longer pieces submitted
separately. At the end of the eight weeks, participants
can expect to have a small portfolio of finished pieces.

Proto BY ROBERT HIRTLE

Susan Haley’s first two novels, A Nest of Singing
Birds and Getting Married in Buffalo Jump were made into
movies for CBC-TV. She has published six novels, most
recently The Complaints Department and Maggie’s Family,
both published by Gaspereau Press. Born in Wolfville,
Susan holds a Ph.D. in Philosophy and has taught at
universities in Saskatchewan and Alberta, and lived in
the Northwest Territories. Susan lives with her family
in Black River.

Everything You Ever Needed to Know about
Writing with Paul Zann in Truro

6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday nights — October 4 through
November 29 (no class November 22)

Colchester-East Hants Regional Library, 754 Prince
Street, Truro

$140 WENS members; $165 non members (Easy
payment terms negotiable)

Led by Paul Zann,
this workshop is
intended for
unpublished and
infrequently
published writers of
prose, poetry, drama
and/or non-fiction.
Paul has been
published in all of
these genres. The
eight two-hour
sessions will consist
of information about

the writing process,

specific hints about each type of writing, non-threatening
writing exercises in class, sharing of each others’ work
with the group (if you're willing) and advice on how

to submit manuscripts to relevant publishers. Paul’s
approach is gentle, patient, positive and practical.

Paul Zann emigrated to Canada from Australia in
1968, first teaching in Saskatchewan before moving to
Truro where he taught at the Teachers’ College until
his retirement. His publications include children’s books
— The Aussie Six in Canada, The Aussie Six in Australia
(Borealis Books) and The Weirdest Class; a novel, A Real
Son of A Vitch!; plays — Strike! (A musical) and The
Parasite/s; a collection of satirical articles about schools
— You've Gotta Be Kidding!; short stories, and poetry.

In retirement, he has explored winters in Spain and
working as an extra for movie shoots. Paul lives in Truro
with his wife, Janice. m

EASTWORD SEPTEMBER/ OcTOBER 2005 PAGE 3



Go to the head of the class -
Fall workshops at Fed Central

Poetry with Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen

Monday nights — 7 to 9 pm, October 3 through
November 28 (no session October 10, Thanksgiving)

$145 WFNS members; $165 non-members (Easy
payment terms negotiable).

This is a hands-on workshopping session for up to 10
poets. Part of each session will be devoted to discussion
of the pleasures and the struggles of the early stages
of the poetry apprenticeship, and to considering basic
tools and techniques of the craft with an emphasis on
the spiritual aspects of each. Bring paper and pens and
be prepared for silent brainstorms. Poets who wish to
participate should submit two poems, prior to the first
class, for group discussion.

Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen was born and raised on
the prairies, where she learned, among other things, how
to make relish and flapper pie. She studied literature at
the University of Saskatchewan and has published two
collections of poetry. Clay Birds, published by Coteau
Books, was shortlisted for the Gerald Lampert Award
and won the Saskatchewan Poetry Award in 1996.

Or, published by Brick Books, won a John V. Hicks
manuscript prize and was shortlisted for the 2004 Pat
Lowther Award. Most recently, her suite of poems titled
August won a CBC Literary Award in 2004 and is
forthcoming from Gaspereau Press in their Devil’s Whim
Chapbook Series, Summer 2005. Tonja now lives in
Halifax with her husband and their two boys.
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Screenwriting with Shandi Mitchell

Tuesday nights — 7 to 9:30 pm, October 4 through
November 29 (no session November 3)

$145 WFNS members; $165 non-members (Easy
payment terms negotiable).

The script is the heart of the film. This class explores
character, plot and structure and helps gather the tools
to write an original, creative screenplay for a visual,
aural medium. Some background in creative writing is
a prerequisite for this class which will focus only on
dramatic writing. The class will consist of screenings,
writing exercises and lectures. Participants will be
expected to write several short scenes and /or bring in
samples of scripts-in-progress for class discussion.

Shandi Mitchell directs and writes both screenplays
and fiction. She worked extensively in the industry as an
assistant director and was a partner in Emotion Pictures.
Her first dramatic half hour film, Baba’s House, screened
at numerous festivals and won several international
and national awards including Best Drama, Best Script,
Best Direction, Best Cinematography, and Best Canadian
Short, and was nominated for two Gemini Awards. Her
most recent short, Tell Me, was invited to the Toronto
International Film Festival. She is currently developing
her first feature film.



Writing for Children with Norene Smiley

Thursday nights, 7 to 9 p.m. from October 6 to
November 24

$145 WENS members; $165 non-members (Easy
payment terms available.)

If you have stories you'd like to tell children but feel
you need help to develop your work further, this course
is for you. Designed to provide support and resources
to children’s writers, this course will give you just the
kick-start you need to keep moving forward with your
craft.

Instructor Norene Smiley will help you find your
unique voice by exploring character development, point
of view, the “child’s eye,” and use of language. Using the
rich resources of the books on the shelves at the WENS
Resource Library, you will analyze plot development,
structure and packing. Each class will feature writing
exercises tailored to build specific skills, sharing work
in progress and getting critical feedback in a supportive
environment. The course provides an opportunity to
meet other writers with common goals and to share ideas
and strategies. You should come with a project in mind

that can be developed and honed during the eight weeks.

Norene Smiley has worked as an editor, bookseller,
publisher, writer, teacher, publicist and arts
administrator. She was Executive Director of The Word
on the Street until 1999, and has served as a member
of the Board of the Canadian Children’s Book Centre.
Today she is Director of the Hackmatack Children’s
Choice Book Awards.

Fiction with Donna Morrissey

Wednesday nights, 7 to 9 pm, October 5 through
November 23

$145 WENS members; $165 Non-members (Easy
payment terms negotiable).

This workshop for 12 participants will introduce
the elements of fiction writing. Donna will look at
voice, characterization, dialogue, plot, tone and the use
of setting, revision and working with your material. In
addition to reading and writing exercises, the class will
workshop your fiction-in-progress.

Donna Morrissey is the author of the award-winning
novels, Kit’s Law and Downhill Chance, and a screenplay,
Clothesline Patch, which won a Gemini Award. Kit’s Law,
her first novel, won the 2000 Canadian Booksellers
Association Libris Award as well as the Winifred Holtby
Prize, an international award that recognizes the best in
regional fiction, and the American Library Association’s
Alex Award. It was shortlisted for the Chapters Books
in Canada First Novel Award, the Atlantic Provinces
Booksellers’ Choice Award, and the Thomas Raddall
Atlantic Fiction Award. Downhill Chance won the Raddall
Award. Penguin has just released her third novel,
Sylvanus Now. Donna grew up in The Beaches, a small
fishing outport in Newfoundland, and now lives in
Halifax. m

Amazing Stories — East Coast Launch

Altitude Publishing celebrates Atlantic Canada with
the launching of its East Coast Amazing Stories series
on Saturday, September 24, 2:30 to 4 p.m. at Chapters,
Chain Lake Drive, (in the Bayers Lake Business Park)
Halifax. With 14 books by 12 authors, this event is one
you won’t want to miss.

The East Coast Amazing Stories authors will also read
from their work at the Atlantic Superstore on Joseph
Howe Drive, Halifax, Friday, September 23, 4:30 to 5:30
p.m. Come celebrate Atlantic Canada. m
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Government fails to deliver on promises

Jane Buss

fter three years of discussion with the NS Culture
Division to negotiate a meaningful investment

strategy, Nova Scotia’s publishers left the table on July 15.

Their proposal for a book publishing support program
similar to that accorded the music and film industries
in the province had been endorsed by the provincial
Tories during the 2002 election campaign. However, Dan
Sargent, the bureaucrat responsible for the administration
of the Culture Division’s publishing program, made it
clear that there were no new funds in the Division to
support the publishers’ proposal. A conciliatory $50,000,
to be added to the $86,000 divided among the provinces’
publishers since 1986, was dismissed as “less than a drop
in the bucket” by the 11 Nova Scotia publishers.
Canada’s book industry is a mix of domestic and
international businesses subject to alarmingly constant
technological innovations and shifts in the way books
are produced, manufactured and distributed. Our small,
sparsely populated, culturally diverse nation shares a
border with the world’s most powerful entrepreneurial
entertainment and cultural enterprise, and our book
industry is predominantly foreign-owned. In the same
manner that we maintain our own military forces in
this country (rather than use a superbly equipped force
conveniently located just next door), the Government of
Canada supports a domestic book publishing industry so
that Canadian authors may be published and celebrated
in our own country. This support — through a complex
of programs administered by Heritage Canada, The
Canada Council for the Arts, Public Lending Right —
has contributed to a dramatic improvement in Canada’s
publishing industry since the 1950s.

However, only about 1% of these federal dollars,
which are allocated on actual sales, find their way
to Nova Scotia. In order to leverage a larger share of
these funds, the provinces’ publishers need to grow so
that they may produce more books. Currently, Nova
Scotia publishers collectively release about 90 books
annually with sales of just over $4-million. The federal
government invests $877,000. The province invests
$92,500. The BC government ties its investment to 90%
of federal participation, or $3-million. Ontario invests
$1.6-million through its Arts Council, and another
$30,000 per eligible title via a publishing tax credit
administered by the Department of Culture.

Pace 6 EASTWORD SEPTEMBER/ OCTOBER 2005

Here’s how the Ontario Department describes this
investment: “The tax credit is designed to encourage
Ontario’s publishers to publish first-time Canadian
authors, an activity essential to the development of
Canadian writing at home and to Canada’s growing
literary reputation abroad. Book publishing is now one
of Ontario’s key cultural industries, contributing up to
70% of all Canadian titles published. Ontario’s writers
include such famous names as Margaret Atwood, Michael
Ondaatje, Robertson Davies, and Alice Munro. Ontario’s
125 book publishers are economically important as well,
sustaining thousands of jobs and bringing in more than
$600 million in revenues to the province each year.

“The tax credit is based on eligible pre-production,
production, marketing or promotional costs. Qualifying
expenditures include 100% of pre-press and promotional
costs and 50% of costs related to production [printing
activities carried out in Ontariol. The total maximum
credit per eligible title is $10,000.”

Ithough the Government of Nova Scotia cites no

Nova Scotia authors names in the description of any
of its programs, if the province were to model a tax
credit on the Ontario example, it would cost $400,000.
Such an investment would immediately increase our
share of federal investments and allow our publishers
to grow. “We are underdeveloped when it comes to
books,” say Nimbus Publishing’s General Manager Dan
Soucoup. “We should be publishing double the number
[of books| and receiving double the current level of
federal investment dollars.”

Our publishers’ departure from the negotiating table
signals the beginning of a slow shinkage in our industry.
Today Nimbus produces 45 to 50 books annually, almost
50% of regional titles, or 45 to 50% of sales. Formac
varies from 15 to 20 books; Fernwood, from 10 to 15;
Gaspereau, about 10; Pottersfield, eight; with occasional
titles from Roseway, Breton Books, UCB Press and small
independents.

The avalanche of new fall titles by Federation
members offers dramatic proof that talent flourishes in
these acid soils. Of the 15 new titles by members, only
four have been released by Nova Scotia publishers. “We
have a ton of good manuscripts,” says Soucoup, “but we
can’t afford to publish them.” Guess the Nova Scotia
government thinks that’s okay: why maintain our own
publishers to publish Nova Scoiia writers when there are
neighbours who'll do it for us? m



President’s prose

Douglas Arthur Brown

arlier this summer I was amused to read an article tucked into
Esome empty advertising space on the entertainment page of our
local newspaper. When Governor General Adrienne Clarkson took
up residence at Rideau Hall in Ottawa, 124 of the 524 books
awarded a Governor General’s Literary Award were missing from
the shelves. However, when the Governor General and her husband,
John Ralston Saul, turn in their keys, they will leave behind a

complete collection of the winning books for the enjoyment of future
visitors. According to Saul, it will be the only complete collection
in existence, pointing out that even the National Library is missing
many of the titles.

It was a hot July day when I read the article. A day when there
were no more weeds to pull, grass to mow, or empty spots to fill
in the perennial bed. The young crows were no longer testing my
flower buds with their beaks and the black flies were away at a
secret training camp honing their terrorist skills. There were no
offers from publishers in the mail and no royalty checks to deposit in the
bank. Mother’s and Father’s Day had passed, the never-ending assault of early
summer birthdays, graduations and anniversaries in my family had waned so
there were no desperate runs to the dollar store to pick up yet another card. My
great-nephews and nieces — as their parents before them — have long given up
shaking the envelope in the hope that a ten-dollar bill will fall out. They have
accepted, begrudgingly, that I am a writer. (A point that hit home many years
ago when I presented my oldest nephew with three books on his birthday. He
was all smiles until he read my attached note stating they had to be returned to
the library within two weeks.) And since summer guests were still a few weeks
off I turned my attention to writing my Eastword column, using the article about
the missing books at Rideau Hall as my prompt.

he Atlantic Book Awards had come and gone and I thought I would check

out some libraries to see if the books had reached the shelves. Connecting
to the Internet I started close to home, searching the database of the Cape
Breton Regional Library. It was hard to do because my eyes were closed, half-
expecting, no, fully expecting that my search would be in vain. But much to
my delight, the library system had purchased 20 of the 25 books nominated.
In retrospect I shouldn’t have been surprised, as the Cape Breton Regional
Library has a strong commitment to locally authored titles, and my occasional
disappointment with society’s lack of support for our sector shouldn’t have
tarnished my faith in the library.

Emboldened, I turned my attention to Novanet to search the databases of
university libraries in the region. As I had to enter each title again and again,
I narrowed my search to six university libraries — which still required keying
in 150 titles and waiting for my slow dial-up service to crunch the numbers.

I chose the six libraries at random, three in Halifax and three elsewhere in
the province. Bearing in mind that these universities have different budgets,
some with generous endowments and others with pittances, and that

some offer courses that touch on
writing from Atlantic Canada and
others don’t, I was still disappointed
with the results. However, for the
student who wants access to writers
in Atlantic Canada and their latest
books, Mount St. Vincent is the
place to enrol according to my small
survey. Their database listed 17 of
the 25 nominated books. With the
exception of one of the remaining
libraries, the others listed between
four and nine titles. (My survey was
conducted on July 11 and since you
are reading this a couple of months
later, it’s quite possible some of the
libraries have added titles.)

One thing was clear though,

as you moved farther from
Halifax, fewer books appeared in
the databases of the universities.
This is not an “us against them”
(the rest of the province vs.
Halifax) syndrome. Information on
the Adantic Book Awards was
distributed to media throughout the
province and several rural regions
could boast nominated writers. Sadly,
there was no mention of the books

continued on page 8
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President’s prose — continued from page 7

in the Cape Breton media that I am aware of — despite the
fact that one of the writers was Allistair MacLeod and that
Jonathon Campbell was nominated for two awards.

Yet, this past week there have been two articles and
one political cartoon concerning the fact that the Nova
Scotia publishing sector has cut off negotiations with the
provincial department. Although I am impressed with the
media bringing the issue of insufficient funding to the
attention of the general public, I do wish they would
celebrate our success stories as well as our battles.

Armed with this year’s Atlantic Book Awards poster,

I decided to visit the local bookstores. The city of
Sydney is located within the second largest municipality
in Nova Scotia but only has two bookstores. There has
been an explosion of big-box stores in the Sydney area
and several fine restaurants have opened. Yet on the book
front, we have only two stores, both are Coles. On the
morning I visited one of them, there were two-dozen
people milling about the small store but I was only able to
locate four of the titles featured on the poster. At the other
outlet I found five. The staff at both stores are friendly
and accommodating, sometimes offering to not only order
a book a customer wishes to buy but also books clients
recommend.

Which is great for those of us in the business of
books who can make recommendations, but we must
remember the old adage that people feast with their eyes.
Not being able to read about the nominated books in the
newspaper or discovering them on the bookshelves leaves
no opportunity for the book-reading-and-buying public to
sate its appetite for new locally authored and nominated
books. On the day of my visit there were several people
perusing the local interest section and no one at the

“10 former bestsellers” discount display. I'm sure that a
shelving unit built to promote the 25 nominated books
would have quickly paid for the cost of the lumber.

Sill, it is heartening to know that as a resident of
rural Nova Scotia, I can go to my local library and get
a copy of a just-released book by a writer from Atlantic
Canada, whether it is a novel, children’s book, memoir
or non-fiction title. And even though I've done my small
part by requesting the local bookstores order in additional
titles from this year’s awards, until things improve, I think
that my family and friends can reasonably expect that a
library card might fall out of the birthday card in the
future rather than a gift certificate for a book. m

PAGE 8 EASTWORD SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2005

A change of WITS

Writers in the Schools is back by popular demand
throughout Nova Scotia. Booking for WITS, WENS's
hardiest perennial, will begin online at 9 a.m., Wednesday,
September 14.

There are more than 90 writers participating this year,
and you no longer need to wait by the phone to discuss
the specifics of your school visit with a harried teacher.
All WITS bookings will be handled by the office, first-
come, first-served, as the schools send in their e-mail
requests. Each of you will be booked to your maximum
allotment until funds run out. When that happens, we will
send both writers and schools confirmations and contact
information. Specific details of the visit may then be
worked out at your mutual convenience.

WITS is funded by Aliant, Clearwater Fine Foods, the
Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia (WENS), the Nova Scotia
Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage, and schools
throughout the province. WENS allocates the funds on
a first-come, first-served basis providing a subsidy by
matching the schools’ investment in writer fees and
covering travel costs (so than no school in the province
is geographically disadvantaged). The cost to a school for
a half-day booking (two 45-minute sessions) is $75; a
whole day, $150. WENS reimburses writers $125 for a
half day, and $250 for a whole day, and provides 25¢ per
kilometre to offset travel costs. This is a modest increase
over previous fees and our first raise in over a decade.
Begun in 1982 with a budget of $2,500, WITS will cost
$20,000 in fees and travel in 2005-06. m

Package Your Imagination!

The 21st anniversary of CANSCAIP’s Packaging Your
Imagination workshop is scheduled for November 5 in Toronto.
The very full day of sessions encompass CANSCAIP’s interest
in writing, illustrating and performing for children. If you can
possibly attend, it will be a well-spent $120. Not only can
you feast on three different sessions, but lunch and coffee
and a keynote address from Carol Matas — Embracing Chaos:
Otherwise Known As The Writer’s Life — are icing to the day’s
cake.

WENS members on-site include Joanne Taylor who will
be leading “You are Here” a session about stories that come
alive through their settings, and Anne Laurel Carter focusing
on “The Hot Monogamy Approach to Writing a Novel.”
Intrigued? Other sessions will be led by Nancy Hundal, Michael
Martchenko, Patricia Aldana, Marthe Jocelyn, Laurie McGaw,
Elizabeth MacLeod, Kenneth Oppel, Loris Lesynski, Linda
Hendry, and Peter Carver. Sounds like the mecca of Canuck
kid’s lit to your Eastword editor.

For more information, or to register, call 416-515-1559 or
visit www.canscaip.org ®



IMPRESSed — the newesttitles by WFNS members

From the award-winning author of THE FIRST STONE

One on One

Don Aker

Harper Collins Canada, 2005, $12.99
ISBN: 0006395317

All 11-year-old Jared St. George can
think about is making his school
basketball team. What Jared refuses to
think about is math, and the fact that
he’s failing it. The problem is tough: a
poor math grade plus an unsympathetic
coach equals no basketball team. Jared’s
only hope is peer tutoring from Ellie
Brejovic, the weirdo classmate whom
everyone teases. To his surprise, Ellie
makes math make sense, except that
Jared would rather admir to cheating
than let the guys know about her. Turns
out that’s the really big mistake, one that
could cost Jared not just a spot on the
team, but something far more valuable.
Don Aker is the author of The First
Stone, winner of the Ann Connor Brimer
and the White Pine Awards. His first
novel, Of Things Not Seen, also won
the Brimer and the Canadian Authors
Association Lilla Stirling Award. Stranger
at Bay, his second novel, was shortlisted
for several major awards. Don Aker has
worked as a teacher for more than 20
years and lives in the Annapolis Valley
with his family.

Berth

Carol Bruneau
Cormorant, 2005, $29.95
ISBN: 1896951856

Sometimes it’s impossible to articulate
the feeling of being trapped and the
only thing to do is run away; this
describes Willa Jackson’s situation. After
a decade of marriage, the birth of
one son, a miscarriage, and a move to
Halifax from Vancouver Island, Willa
finds herself completely out of place,
surrounded by seemingly happy wives
at a military base in Halifax. After
a Forces New Year’s Eve party in
1986, Willa becomes fascinated with the
saxophone player from the band. Hugh,
the sax player, is also the lightkeeper
on an island in the middle of Halifax
Harbour; he is everything her husband
is not.

Carol Bruneau is the author of Purple
for Sky (2000), which won the City
of Dartmouth Fiction Prize and the
Thomas H. Raddall Atlantic Fiction
Prize. She is also the author of two
collections of short stories, Depth Raprure
(1998) and After the Angel Mill (1995).
She is a part-time faculty member of the
Nova Scotia College of Art and Design
University, where she teaches writing.
Carol lives in Halifax with her husband

and three sons.

Rainbows In The Dark

Jan Coates

illustrated by Alice Priestly

Second Story Press, 2005, $14.95.
ISBN 1-896764-95-9

Abby hates visiting the secondhand
clothing shop with her mother until
she meets Joanna and Charlie. Charlie
is Joanna’s guide dog, a loyal friend
and worker who helps her to see, but
he’s no help in picking out clothes
for a very special event. With Abby’s
assistance, a wonderfully colourful
outfit is soon ready for Joanna. What
a surprise for the young girl when
she sees Joanna at a concert recital,
wearing the clothes she helped to
choose! Joanna’s gift of music and magic
creates a perfect ending and proves
that there is no harm in wishing for
rainbows.

Jan Coates lives and writes in Nova
Scotia. This is her first book.

Alice Priestley has illustrated more
than 12 picture books, children’s novels,
textbooks and anthologies. She lives in
Toronto with her husband and their
two children.
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CBC Radio Broadcaster
Norman Creighton
Rejecting the American Dream

Heather Anne Davidson %

CBC Radio Broadcaster Norman
Creighton: Rejecting the American
Dream

Heather Anne Davidson
Self published

Norman Creighton believed
unquestioned nationalism caused
World War I and unquestioned
capitalism caused the Depression.
Norm found answers in the
Communist Party or in socialism.
Norm wrote for CBC Radio in
Halifax from 1941 to 1955 and
1962 to 1983. He wrote to entertain
the listener and to pay his bills.
Underlining his words was a fight
against apathy. His work was rich
with stories of Maritimers whose
actions reflected that they thought
for themselves.

Born in Ontario, Heather
Davidson completed her graduate
studies in History at Acadia
University, focusing on Planter or
Horton Yankee architecture. She
has published several articles on
local history and is a curator of
the Randall House Museum in
Wolfville. Norman Creighton was
her neighbour on Avon Street in
Hantsport for five years.

LYNN DAVIES

where sound pools

Lynn Davies

Goose Lane Editions, 2005, $17.95 pb
ISBN: 0-86492-436-4

In where sound pools, Lynn Davies
awakens a hidden sensory world. It
is filled with songs for movement
— for old boots, skis, ice roads,

a canoe — and acutely perceptive
poems about people in action:
children building snow tunnels,
Giotto painting a fresco, a parking
lot attendant retelling the stories
she’s heard. Davies’ poems
acknowledge how breakable human
beings are and how easy it is to get
lost, but they encourage us, too, to
“try empathy.”

Lynn Davies works as a private
tutor for children with reading and
writing problems, and also conducts
workshops on creative writing and
book making for children at the
Beaverbrook Art Gallery and in
schools. Her first collection of
poetry, The Bridge that Carries the
Road, was published in 1999 (Brick
Books). She lives in McLeod Hill,
New Brunswick.
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Sheree Fitch & Laura Watson

Peek-a-Little Boo
Sheree Fitch

illustrated by Laura Watson
Orca Books, 2005, $19.95
ISBN 1-55143-342-7

Delicious sights and sounds for
babies and toddlers. In Peek-a-Little
Boo, 26 babies and toddlers from all
over the world romp and revel in
the twists and turns of language, real
and imagined. The pictures are big,
bright and bold. And the language is
guaranteed to appeal to babies’ ears
and grown ups’ tongues.

Sheree Fitch is an award-winning
poet and author whose playful
approach to language has brought
joy to thousands upon thousands
of children and to many adults
as well. Sheree is the Honorary
Spokesperson for the IWK Read to
Me program in Nova Scotia and the
Honorary Patron for Literacy New
Brunswick.

Laura Watson had lots of models
for Peck-a-Little Boo in the many
babies of her friends and cousins.
Laura works in colorful acrylics.
Peck-a-Little Boo is Laura’s first book
for Orca.
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Peggy’s Letters
Jacqueline Halsey

Orca Books, 2005, $7.95
ISBN 1-55143-363-X

In the devastation of wartime
London, Peggy makes an unexpected
friend. In the final months of World
War 11, 10-year-old Peggy shelters
with her mother and baby brother
in a London butcher’s shop during
an air raid. They survive, but
their home and everything in it
are lost, including Peggy’s most
treasured possession, a biscuit tin
of letters from her father. Their
lives change dramatically and Peggy
makes friends with a boy named
Spud, who has a passion for
scavenging bombsites — leading to
more than one surprising discovery.
Originally from England, Jackie
Halsey moved to Nova Scotia 20
years ago. In recent years, as she
watched images of war on television,
she realized that her mother was
living in a war zone in London
back in the 1940s. Peggy’s Letters is
her way of weaving her mother’s
wartime memories into a book for
today’s children.

Animals
Hibernating

How Animals Survive

Pamela Hickman Pat Stephens

Animals Hibernating

Pam Hickman

illustrated by Pat Stephens

Kids Can Press, 2005

ISBN 1-55337-662-5 (hc) $14.95
ISBN 1-55337-663-3 (pbc)$6.95

In the eleventh and final title in the
Animal Behaviour series, kids will
find out which animals hibernate
and why, the difference between true
hibernators and deep sleepers, where
animals hibernate, what happens
while they hibernate, and much
more. Whether to avoid extreme
weather, conserve energy or survive
on meager resources, animals
hibernate in some unexpected ways.
Pamela Hickman is the author
of several nature books, including
Animals and Their Young, The Jumbo
Book of Nature Science, and The Kids
Canadian Tree Book. She lives near the
shores of the Minas Basin in Canning,
with her husband and three teenage
daughters.

K.V. .’l;o'hansen' 7

Y s =

Torrie and the Pirate Queen
K.V. Johansen

illustrated by Christine Delezenne
Annick Press, 2005

ISBN: 1550379011 (hc.) $18.95
ISBN: 1550379003 (pbk.) $9.95

In the days when the granddaughter

of Rufik and Cossypha is Queen of
Erythroth, Torrie sets out on another
adventure, this time at sea. Anna is

a young sea-captain on a mission to
rescue her father from Nevilla the Pirate
Queen. She has a dozen retired pirates
to crew her ship, the Shrike, and a

secret weapon: Torrie, oldest of the Old
Things of the Wild Forest.

Originally from Kingston, Ontario,
K.V. Johansen studied English and
History at Mount Allison University,
received a Master’s in Medieval Studies
from the Centre for Medieval Studies
at the University of Toronto, and
another Master’s degree, in English,
from McMaster. She held the 2001
Eileen Wallace Research Fellowship in
Children’s Literature at the University
of New Brunswick to work on a
book on the history of children’s
fantasy literature, and received the 2004
Frances E. Russell Award for research in
children’s literature from IBBY Canada.
She lives in Sackville, New Brunswick.

EASTWORD SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2005 PAGE 11



MISS ELVA

STEPHENS GERARD MALONE

Miss Elva

Stephens Gerard Malone
Random House, 2005, $29.95
ISBN 0-679-31339-7

1970. A tiny fisherman’s shack
on the dark Nova Scotia coast is
eccentrically covered with folk art
images, which are the work of
a benign, disfigured mute whom
the locals dismiss as a misshapen
nobody, Miss Elva. Only one man
knows that the whimsical, primitive
art old Elva painfully creates is her
voice, damning the madness of love
and lamenting decades of lies.
Ontario-born, Montreal-educated,
Stephens Gerard Malone has been
a mortgage clerk in Calgary, a
silver-service waiter in New Zealand,
an envelope-stuffer in Toronto, and
a sex-advice columnist for Instinct
magazine. He has written for a
variety of media including television
and magazines. He continues a love
affair with Nova Scotia, where he
has lived since 1986, working as a
technical writer and editor in the
aerospace industry.

ALAIN RAIMBAULT

DODO,

LES CANARDS !

Dodo, les canards!

Alain Raimbault

les illustrations sont de Daniel Dumont
Solieres editeur, 2005, $7.95

ISBN 2-89607-016-8

Hélico, monsieur guili et Fleurette
vivent prés de chez moi, au parc
historique de Grande-Pré. Mais la
nuit, ils n’arretent pas de cancaner,
comme s'ils se racontaient des
histories droles. Ils dérangent tous
les habitants des alentours! Maman et
moi cherchons une solution pour les
faire dormer la nuit.

Alain Raimbault vit en Nouvelle-
Ecosse et enseigne a 'école
francophone Rose des Vents. Pres de
chez lui, il y a une mare et trios

canards . . . Tiens, tiens!
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Izzie Book Two: Trongate Fury
Budge Wilson

Penguin Canada, 2005, $8.99

ISBN 014301465X

It’'s 1942, and Izzie Publicover’s life
is changing. Her father has finally
been accepted by the Canadian
navy, and the family is moving to
Dartmouth so that Izzie’s mother
can work. Although Izzie is proud
that her father will be fighting the
Nazis, she loves her home in Granite
Cove and will miss her best friend,
Jasper. Making the most of her new
circumstances, she soon befriends
another recent arrival at her school.
Patricia has been evacuated from
London, England, where the war is
more immediate and dangerous. But
even as Izzie works on breaking
Patricia’s standoffish exterior, the
terror of war is moving closer to
Nova Scotia.

Budge Wilson began writing
later in life, after teaching and
working as a commercial artist
and photographer and a fitness
instructor. Since publishing her first
book in 1984, Budge has published
more than 29 books in Canada,
the United States, Finland, Denmark,
Italy, and Australia. She lives in a
fishing village on the South Shore.



Who's doing what

® Racked — members’ work in

the pell-mell parade of journals,
magazines, billets doux and e-notes
that march through the transom
into the Fed’s Library (open Monday
though Friday, 9:30 to 4:30), for
your trenchant titillation: although
she only just graduated, mid July,
from NSCC Burridge Campus
(Yarmouth) in ‘Writing for
Publication’, Brenda Hubbard has
been earning her freelance stripes.
She’s had five articles published

in Commerce, a personal essay
appeared in Canadian Stories, CBC
Radio accepted a commentary and
an Outfront mini-doc, and two
fiction pieces found a home at
Flashfiction.net; Faith Picccolo’s
byline graced summer’s Nova Scotia:
Open to the World issue with her look
at the Barretts’ propitious arrival in
Lunenburg; Saltscapes arrived with a
blast of summer heat, fuelled with
Jodi DeLong’s roadmap to climbing
vines, Hugh McKervill’s foray to

a Witless Bay resplendent with
puffins, Harry Thurston’s paean to
Fundy Bay, Kate Langan’s detailed
evocation of (and instruction for)
gates of old, all rounded up at

the back porch with Harry Bruce
forging a careful friendship with
coyotes; Melanie Jasmine Grant
captures a shard of horror in
“The Tanks of 1918”, a poem

which appears in Arc; The Nashwaak
Review was buoyed by the inclusion
of Laura Best’s short story “My
Memory of Hearts”; don’t miss the
summer issue of The Fiddlehead!
Joanne Merriam’s story, “Seeing
Red” alone justifies the purchase
and she’s in splendid company.

Her poetry has also been recently
featured in Ultraverse E-Zine and
Strange Horizons; and her short story,

“Dogwood Winter Coming” will
appear in October in DawnSky.com (a
paying sf market); after what, to her,
seemed endless editor limbo, Mary
Turnbull Burnight is enjoying a
flutter of publication with her
poems featured in Quills, Wales’
Gentle Reader, All Rights Reserved
and Time of Singing; 4 études from
Brian Bartlett in The New Quarterly
evince a teacher’s love of learning
combined with a poet’s heart;

E. Alix Pierce is also featured in

the same issue with an elegy for a
son, “Their Boy”; Joanne Jefferson
took in The Clay Continuum at the
Mary E. Black Gallery and shares the
experience with us in Nova Scotia
Craft News, where Anna Horsnell

Wade can also be found close to
John and Becky Little’s forge; Renée
Hartleib’s juggling new motherhood
with prodigious publication — two
stories to appear this fall: one in
The Danforth Review, and a second in
Carousel.

® Kudos and a magnum of bubbly:
Anne Laurel Carter won the
Canadian Library Association Book
of the Year Award for Last Chance
Bay (Penguin); Krista V. Johansen
won the Frances E. Russell Award
from IBBY Canada; Sean Kelly
helped Outpost Magazine win a
Gold Award at the National
Magazine Awards held in Toronto
— “Travellers for Change: Outpost’s
Global Volunteer Guide,” won the
Lifestyle Journalism category and
featured Sean’s story ‘A Passage to
Africa’; Anne L. MacMaster took
home this year’s CCA Adantic
Marianne Dempster Award for Ross
and the Big Happening (Community
Books) while Michael Bawtree
heaved home the Lilla Stirling

Memorial Award for Joe Howe to the
Rescue (Nimbus).

m The fall list is chocoblock!: Never
has a fall been greeted with such

a bumper crop of new books

from Fed members. Carol Bruneau
is celebrating Berth, a new novel

just released by Cormorant Books;
Budge Wilson has progressed to the
third in her Izzie series for Penguin
Our Canadian Girl Series: Patricia’s
Secret is set in 1942 and there’s

no escaping the reality of war in
Woodside or down in the Cove;
Kirstin Bieber Domm has teamed
up again with illustrator husband,
Jeff and their collaboration, Atlantic
Puffin: Little Brother of the North
(Nimbus) is earning paeans of
plaudits; and if you've been
wondering why ectotherms, which
spend the winter frozen, don’t
freeze to death, Pamela Hickman’s
Animals Hibernating: How Animals
Survive Extreme Conditions (Kids Can
Press) has the answer for you;
Stephens Gerard Malone’s Miss
Elva (Random House Canada) is a
smashing debut novel that opens in a
tiny fisherman’s shack, covered with
folk art imagery, on the dark coast
of Nova Scotia; Jacqueline Halsey
won first prize in the Adantic
Writing Competition several years
ago with this manuscript, going on
to win a mentorship to refine the
text with Norene Smiley and this fall
— ta da! — Orca Books has released
Peggy’s Letters; Novalis is set for a fall
release of Humble Giant: Moses Coady,
Canada’s Rural Revolutionary by Jim
Lotz, who also has a new book in
the wings from Pottersfield Press —
Green Horizons, Forests and Foresters
in Nova Scotia; Allan Coggon is
releasing another in his air force

continued on page 14
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Who's doing what — continued from page 13

memoirs, with the lilting title

From Wings’ Beret to Mandalay; Jan
Coates’ first picture book, Rainbows
in the Dark, is scheduled for fall
release by Second Story Press, with
international rights sales pending
and nibbles from other publishers;
Cape Breton University Press is
releasing Frank Macdonald’s debut
novel this fall. A Forest for Calum

is a celebration of a disappearing
way of life; with her first collection
of poetry shortlisted for a Governor
General’s Award, everyone’s been
waiting for the arrival of Lynn
Davies’ second volume. Wait no
longer. Goose Lane delivers us from
anticipation with the fall release

of Where Sound Pools; Pottersfield
Press has scheduled a fall release

for Steven Laffoley’s Mr. Bush,
Angus and Me: Notes of an American-
Canadian in the Age of Unreason. And
looking into the new year, we have
The Iron Bridge by Linda Little on
the horizon from Penguin, and Ami
McKay’s first novel, The Birth House,
set for delivery on a real sweetheart
of a release date — February 14, 2006
— by Knopf Canada, as the exclusive
choice for the 10th anniversary New
Face of Fiction choice. This is the
series that Knopf has used to launch
first novels of such authors as Ann
Marie MacDonald, Yann Martel, Gail
Anderson-Dargatz, Lilian Nattel, and
others.

m Lieutenant Governor Myra A.
Freeman has been an enthusiastic
supporter of the arts during her
vice-regal tenure on Barrington
Street, acting as patron to such
innovative programs as the
Hackmatack Children’s Choice
Awards, displaying Nova Scotia
contemporary art on the walls at
Government House and acting as
hostess to the arts and artists in her

home. Early in July, she invited the
public to join her at a reception
and exhibition recognizing Susan
Tooke, Sarah Maloney, Wendy
Shirran, Teresa Bergen, Ann Clow,
Kate Church, and Gail Sutherland.
Thanks so much, Your Excellency,
for your belief in this vibrant
community.

m And while in the sustained
support department, a turn-up the
volume (strike notwithstanding) to
CBC Radio One for the endlessly
interesting author interviews,
bookish phone-in programs and
Speaking Volumes, a monthly
feature on Main Street moderated by
read-along host Carmen Klassen, and
featuring our own Janice Comeau
who has just launched into her third
season as the veteran member of
the on-air book club that discussed
Donna Morrissey’s latest novel
and Sue Goyette’s award-winning
poetry. Donna’s Kits’ Law was back
on the airwaves recently, as were
selections from Budge Wilson’s short
stories (don’t you simply adore
“The Metaphor™). There was Sheree
Fitch on Cross Country Checkup
(good thing she escaped that polar
bear in Iglurjuaakuluit, say that
three times quickly); and have you
tuned into the Grammar Grouch
recently? Steven Laffoley not only
knows the English language and its
history. . . he loves and respects

the language and shares his passion
with both elegance and panache
and only the occasional soupgon of
grouchiness.

m The annual meeting of the
American Society for Canadian
Studies is set for St. Louis, Missouri,
in November where they’ll revel in
the presence (among others) of such
Adlantic writers as Sheldon Currie,
Beatice MacNeil and Leo Furey.
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m Sheree Fitch completed her third
and final (for now) year as writer

in residence, teaching writing in
Nunavut in a program that integrates
traditional Inuit skills with a literacy
component. This year she was

on Southampton Island and was
joined by Margaret Atwood and
Atwood’s husband and daughter
Graeme Gibson and Jess (yes, there
really was a polar bear). Next, she’s
off to Thunder Bay to present a
keynote address and lead workshops
for an educational conference; then
on to Winnipeg for the Thin Air
Literary Festival; a touch down in
Halifax for Word on the Street
before heading back across the
country to festivals in Calgary,
Edmonton, Vancouver and the
Queen Charlotte Islands; finishing
with an appearance at the Ontario
Reading Association in Toronto in
November.

m Jeanette Lynes has been chosen as
Writer in Residence for 2005-2006
for the Saskatoon Public Library.

In appointing Jeanette, Andrew
Stubbs from the University of
Regina commented: “She is uniquely
positioned as a practicing poet and
novelist and literary theorist to
bring multiple innovative strands
of awareness to the discussion of
gender, region, ethnicity and other
critical contexts.” The WiR program
at the Saskatoon Public Library

has been running for the past

25 years, and contributes to the
development and maintenance of an
active creative writing community
in Saskatoon. The Resident advises
and encourages both new and
experienced writers, as well as
bringing new ideas and perspectives
into the community while helping to
increase interest in an appreciation
of the breadth and quality of
Canadian literature.



m Jeanette will be joining Susan
Haley and a dazzling array of
colleagues at the second outing of
Hamilton’s gritLIT Writers’ Festival
in November. Feedback on the

first festival was so enthusiastic

that organizers hope that Hamilton
— affectionately known locally as
“grit city” — will grow into a
dynamic destination for book-loving
audiences and authors from coast to
coast.

m And while we're on the Festival
circuit . . . Sue Goyette and Alistair
MacLeod will be at this year’s Eden
Mills Festival in Ontario, founded
in 1989 and which has taken place
annually since then. What began

as a dream for Leon Rooke, Eden
Mills has flourished, matured and
expanded over the years becoming
a nationally acclaimed and widely
respected literary event while still
maintaining a small “footprint.”

m How he manages to stay younger
than springtime is a mystery, but

his Broken Jaw Press is miraculously
celebrating its 20th birthday. In

the winter of 1983-84, Joe Blades
launched the press in Halifax where
it remained until moving down the
road to Fredericton in 1991. And
there’s been much to jaw about
already this year with Broken Jaw
authors: the appointment of Lorri
Nielsen Glenn as Poet Laureate,

in Halifax while her colleague
Alice Major assumes the inaugural
Leaureate mantel in Edmonton.

m Capers Aweigh Press has collected
arich misceﬂany of Hilton
McCully’s stories and verses and
released a chapbook, From the Red
House to the Poor House.

® Unicorn Theatre approached
Joan Cleveland this spring. They
loved her story, Silver Locket, and

wondered if she might want to adapt
it to kick-off their tenth anniversary
season. Joan was thrilled, rehearsals
were exciting and Joan was elated
that the evening and story would
end with an old-fashioned Christmas
concert, complete with Star Drill.
The performance at the Shore Club
played to thundering applause on
July 19 in Hubbards.

® Jody Wood was delighted to
have her story included in an
anthology just released by Second
Story Press under the title, Outside
the Ordinary. Editors Lynn Cecil
and Catherine Bancroft wanted the
stories to explore both physical and
emotional journeys, which, once set
upon, meant home would never be
the same again.

m While in Prague this summer,
Carole Langille was thrilled to give
a poetry reading and to have three
of her poems, which had been
translated into Czech, presented as
well. A highlight of her trip was
meeting Heda Margolius Kovaly
whose memoir, Under a Cruel Star,

is the extraordinarily moving
recollection of a Czech Jew who
survived the horrors of Nazi
concentration camps only to be
propelled into the horrors of
Stalin’s Communist reign of terror.
First published in Czech in 1973,
the book covers the period of
Margolius’s deportation from Prague
by the Nazis through the aborted
Dubcek democratic revolution,
crushed by the Soviets in 1968, and
ends with the author becoming an
exile in Boston, where she worked at
the Harvard Law School Library.

m Should you find yourself in
Tennessee in September, make plans
to attend Joanne Merriam’s launch
of The Glaze from Breaking, her much
praised first collection of poetry,

at the Murfreesboro Public Library.
Joanne, a former Fed exec. asst.,
was bemused when the librarians
asked her if she’d mind answering
a few questions about how one gets
published — déja vu all over again!

m Roseway Publishing, Kathleen
Tudor’s innovative, award-winning
press, launched Back Talk: Plays of
Black Experience by Louise Delisle
in Shelburne this summer. Louise’s
plays offer a representation of both
a contemporary and historical black
experience in this province, rooted
in the dialect and scenery of
southwestern Nova Scotia. George
Elliote Clarke has contributed a
forward to Louise’s first publication.

m William Kowalski read at The
Biscuit Eater in Mahone Bay this
summer. Audience members report
delight at selections from Bill’s
acclaimed recent novel The Good
Neighbour in a new bookstore

for the town, the former Settler’s
Restaurant on Orchard Street. In
addition to possessing remarkable
literary taste, the new owners are
dedicated to excellent coffee drinks
and munchable comestibles.

m Almost at the point where she

was begging the universe for a sign,
Shandi Mitchell is prostrate with
thanks: CV2 is featuring two of her
poems — “The Woman in Apt. 403”
and “My Mother’s Waltz” in Volume
27 Issue 3. Her short film, Tell

Me, has been invited to the

Toronto International Film Festival
running from September 8 to 17.
Thomson Learning has just requested
anthology rights for her creative
non-fiction essay, “Baba and Me”, for
inclusion in a new textbook they're
developing, Bare Essentials Plus. And —
in the icing for the cake department
— the Nova Scotia Culture Division

continued on page 16
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Who's doing what — continued from page 15

has awarded her a creation grant to
complete a draft of her first novel,
“The Seed”, which was mentored

with Sue Goyette in the last round
of the WENS Mentorship Program.

m George Elliott Clarke added to
his list of honours by receiving an
honorary doctorate of letters from
the University of Alberta on June

7 — just three days before delivering
the Anne Szmugalski Lecture to the
League of Canadian Poets’ annual
meeting.

m As part of the celebration of

the 400th anniversary of Port Royal
and the beginning of Acadians in
Nova Scotia, Joyce Grant-Smith
read from her YA novel, The Latch,
in Middleton and in Annapolis
Royal this summer. She also lead a
workshop for young writers as part
of the Middleton festivities.

m Hatdie Perry is indefatigable. By
Eastword’s count, she has 15 or so
books to her credit . . . and she’s just
added another “little booklet”, as
she describes it. Wartime Plane Landed
in Advocate - 1941 details incidents
that happened while Hattie was
teaching in Advocate during the
war years — an unreported story

that captured Hattie’s imagination
but was never noticed by the papers.

® When she isn’t pulling together
another issue of Atlantic Books Today,
or helping the corporate sector
understand the workings of big
government through her consulting
firm, Quantum Communications,
donalee Moulton may be found at
St. Mary’s University where she’s
teaching all the basics of business
writing.

m Marketing magazine has developed
a Special Edition for Atlantic
Canada which opens with Kathleen
Martin finding a visit to the IWK
Emergency with sippy-cup inflicted
injury the occasion to look at IWK's
marketing success. Kathleen goes on
to look at gambling, FUBAR (ask
her), and health clubs for kids.

m David Dahr has had such success
with Protection in a Handbook: A
Homeowner’s Reference Guide that he’s
taken it into a third printing. David
began his journey in workplace
safety as a professional carpenter
and has distilled years of experience
and observation into a handbook
designed to help homeowners and
construction professionals
understand occupational health and
safety. Copies are available for
$15.95 from PO Box 724, Lower
Sackville, NS B4C 3V 3.

m The Directors, members and staff
of WENS are delighted to extend the
warmest welcome, or welcome back,
to the following member writers:
Mary Ann Archibald, Halifax
Maya Bevan, Truro

Sally Colwell, Halifax

Keith Crews, Lake Charlotte

Ann Danley, Colorado Springs, CO
Louise Delisle, Shelburne

André d’Entremont, Kentville

Tim Dunn, Halifax

Darcy Fraser, Truro

Claudia Gahlinger, South Harbour
Patricia Gouthro, Fall River
Rosemary Hanson, Halifax

John Hillman, Lower Sackville
A.].B. (John) Johnston, Halifax

Rose Jordan, New Minas

Bauke Kamstra, Port Williams

Don Kane, Halifax

Bill Klasson, Afton Station

Laurie Lacey, Italy Cross

Monique Lavigne, Dartmouth

Jo Leath, Kingston

Tina MacKenzie, Dartmouth
Norma Jean MacPhee, Sydney

Pat McCormack, Catalone

Sean P. Meister, Wolfville

Selena Nemorin, Dartmouth
Shelley Porter, Sydney

Tony Sakalauskas, Dartmouth

Ann Marie Yorke, St. Peter’s

Kory Yorke, St. Peter’s m

Poetry Workshop with Carol Langille
Tuesday nights, 7—9 p.m., October 4 — INpvember 29
Shambhala Centre, 1084 Tower “Road, Halifax
$120 for g weeks
For beginning and advanced poets
(Call to register: go2-857-1694
(Carol Langille is the author of 3 poetry books
and 2 children’s books.

She has been nominated for The Governor General's
cAward and the cAtlantic ‘Poetry “Prize

Russell Barton Workshops

Learn fiction-writing techniques
exercises in creativity, writing, editing, characterization,
plotting, settings & narrative with assignments & class
discussion of your fiction
10 lessons, 30 hours,
mornings, Halifax, Sept. 19-Dec. 5, $165
evenings, Dartmouth, Sept. 21-Dec.7, $145

Phone 902-463-9672
E-mail: rusbarton@eastlink.ca
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Read Canada’s Best

Twenty-nine English-language
authors and 20 French-language
writers will be on tour in

Canada from October 29 through
November 5 for TD Canadian
Children’s Book Week. Organized
by the Canadian Children’s Book
Centre and Communication-
Jeunesse respectively, the writers,
storytellers and illustrators will
highlight our award-winning
books for children and young
adults. Bill Slavin, acclaimed
illustrator of Stanley’s Party,
Drumbeller Dinosaur Dance and the
Good Time Travel Agency series,
has contributed a “to the moon”
poster for festivities which will
be expanded with a theme guide
from Wendy Lewis, a Grade One
Book Giveaway of Alligator Stew:
Favourite Poems by Dennis Lee, a writing competition for children in grades two
through six, a new TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award and, in Nova
Scotia, the opportunity to meet and hear Martha Attema.

Born in Friesland, the Netherlands, Martha Attema settled with her family
in North Bay, Ontario, in 1981 and earned a teaching certificate from Nipissing
University. After seven years of sending her manuscripts on the market rounds,
Orca published her first novel, A Time to Choose, in 1995. Set in Friesland
during the Nazi occupation, A Time to Choose won the 1996 Blue Heron Award
and was shortlisted for both the Arthur Ellis and Geoffrey Bilson Awards. Five
more books with Orca have followed: A Light in the Dunes, Daughter of Light,
When the War is Over, Hero, and The Paper Wagon. With her three children
grown and settled across the country, Martha and her husband Albert have
fulfilled another dream, moving “off-grid” and living in a straw bale home just
outside Powassan, Ontario.

The TD Bank Financial Group is sponsoring a brand-new annual award, the
TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award for the most distinguished book of
the year. They’ve defined distinguished as “marked by conspicuous excellence
and/or eminence, individually distinct and noted for significant achievement
with excellence in quality.”

All books, in any genre, written by a Canadian and for children ages 1
through 13 are eligible for this $20,000 prize. In the case of a picture book,
both the author and the illustrator must be Canadian. A further $20,000 will
recognize up to four “Honour Books” and $2,500 will assist the publisher of
the grand prize-winning book with promotion and publicity. The inaugural
winners of this prize will be announced during Canada Children’s Book Week.
For further information on Book Week, visit www.bookweek.ca m

BiLL SLAaviN

The Contentless

Scene

A workshop for Playwrights with
Allan Stratton

Wednesday, November 2, 7 to 9
p.m. at WENS, 1113 Marginal Road,
Halifax

$30 PARC, TNS and WFNS
members/$45 non-members

This session will encourage
playwrights to explore how an
actor approaches text, the arc of
a scene, progression on an act.

The “contentless scene” is an acting/
directing workshop based on Goals,
Obstacles, Tactics and Expectations.
By learning to think like actors,
playwrights begin to understand
their needs.

Allan Stratton began his career as
an actor at the Stratford Festival. His
work includes the hit plays Nurse
Jane Goes to Hawaii, Rexy!, Papers,
and Bag Babies, and the novels The
Phoenix Lottery, Leslie’s Journal and
Chanda’s Secrets. Allan is published
and produced internationally, has
won numerous awards, and is
an active speaker, adjudicator and
workshop leader. He has headed an
arts school drama department and
been a member of the playwright/
director unit of The Actors’ Studio,
New York. Currently, he lives in
Toronto with his partner, two cats
and a pond full of fish.

This workshop is sponsored
by Playwrights Atlantic Resource
Centre, Theatre Nova Scotia and
Writers’ Federation. To register
e-mail ralk@writers.ns.ca or call
902-423-8116. m
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Freelance rates

Peggy Amirault

The phrase “freelance writer” should be banished
from the English language. Too many magazine and
newspaper publishers, and some writers, think “freelance”
means “writing for free.” I prefer the term “self-employed
businessperson or entrepreneur.”

So what do you charge for your peerless prose? In an
industry where payment is often by the word, it can be
difficult to set a price.

Every experienced freelancer — oops, self-employed
writer — translates the per word rate into an hourly rate.
One trade magazine I write for pays its freelancers 45¢ a
word. They run short news features topping out at 400
words max. With four provinces to cover, I usually write
five or six pieces an issue. Now five 400-word-articles
comes to $900, which may or may not be a good fee.
Considering that it usually takes no more than two 8-hour
days to produce, if that, (including contacting sources and
preparing to write) the hourly rate of about $55 is not
too bad.

Sandra Phinney’s experience echoes most freelancers.
The Yarmouth-based writer has been paid everything
from 10¢ to $1.50 a word. “I've now learned to figure out
my bottom line,” she says. “I do this by estimating how
long a piece will take to write. This includes not only the
writing time but also the research and interviewing time
and possible rewrite time.

“So, if I'm writing about a subject I'm totally familiar
with and have all the resources I need at my fingertips,
although I may only be invoicing for 30¢ a word, it may
take me only 20% of the time to do anther piece that I
may be getting a buck a word for but have to spend 10
times the amount of time to write. So that 30¢ word may
translate into $40 an hour, whereas the higher rate may —
in reality — translate into $10 an hour.”

PWAC — the Periodical Writers Assocaition of Canada

— points out the obvious: fees charged by professional
writers vary according to the work involved. Many
factors affect payment including: the type of assignment
(e.g., magazine article, speech, marketing report); the
writer’s skill, background and experience; the number of
words and /or time the project requires; the number of
interviews and/or research needed; and the type of rights
being purchased

PWAC has general rate guidelines posted on its
websites (www.pwac.ca and www.writers.ca) based on
information collected from more than 500 professional
writers across Canada and from various industries that
regularly hire writers on a freelance/contract basis.
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PWAC's General Rate Guidelines are reprinted below.
However, remember that some of these suggested rates
may bear no resemblance to the real world you inhabit.
For example, very few magazines in this country pay $1
to $2 a word and I would really like to find the “smaller
community newspaper” that pays $1,000.

The Atlantic reality is that Saltscapes pays from 25 to
50¢ a word, the Atlantic Co-operator up to 24¢ a word,
Atlantic Business about 30¢, Atlantic Books Today pays 30¢
a word very promptly, Atlantic Progress about 40¢, the
DVL group of publications Rural Delivery, Atlantic Forestry,
Atlantic Beef, Horse & Pony, and Pets Atlantic pays about
15¢ a word.

PWAC'’s General Guidelines

Periodical Writing
General Interest/Consumer Magazines $1 to $2 per word
$500 to $10,000 per article
$400 to $1,500 per column
Trade/Special Interest Magazines
30¢ to $2 per word
$500 to $4,000 per article
$300 to $1,000 per column

Newspaper Writing
Large Daily Newspapers
30¢ to $1 per word
$250 to $2,500 per article
$330 to $1,250 per column
Smaller Community Newspapers
10¢ to 50¢ per word
$75 to $1,000 per article
$75 to $500 per column

Online/Web Site Writing

Varies widely; “business” sites pay higher
$1 to $3 per word
$60 to $100 per hour

Advertising Material
Copy/Scripts/News Releases
$350 to $500 per page
$750 to $1,000 per project for brochures
$75 to $150 per hour
Advertorials (articles commissioned by advertisers)
$75 to $150 per hour Includes travel and think
time, meetings, phone calls and interviews.

continued on page 19



Corporate/Business Writing
Reports/Marketing Plans/Technical
Writing

$3 to $5 per word

$500 to $15,000 flat fee

$75 to $150 per hour

Editing
Varies according to publication/
project — $50 to $100 per hour

Ghost Writing

Negotiable, based on the publishing
and writing experiences of the
author/co-author/ghost.

Articles — Generally 2-3 times the
writer’s usual rate

Books — $25,000 to $75,000 flat fee
Entire advance + 50% of royalties

Government Writing

News Releases/Studies/Reports
$2 to $5 per word

$3,000 to $150,000 per project
$60 to $200 per hour

Newslerters

Writing only; layout extra
$1 to $2 per word

$400 to $8,000 per issue
$75 to $150 per hour

Scripts

Radio (highly variable)

$75 to $150 per minute of script
Television (highly variable)

$100 to $150 per minute of script

Speech Writing
$1,000 to $10,000 per speech
$100 to $150 per hour

Teaching/Instruction

Varies according to experience and
subject

$30 to $150 per hour

$500 to $1,000 per day

Translation/ Adaptation

Literary — 50¢ to $1 per word
Other — 25¢ per word, $80 to $150
per hour m

Markets, etc.

m Aclantic Romances Publishing:
Liz Graham, Publisher, PO Box
23165, St. John’s NL A1B 4]9

(709) 753-5019 seeking high quality
submissions for Heart’s Desire
(Romances of Newfoundland) a new
imprint of romance novels set
exclusively in Newfoundland and
Labrador. Submission guidelines on
website www.AtlanticRomances.ca

m Geist: #200 - 341 Water Street,
Vancouver BC V6B 1BS
(www.geist.com) A Canadian
magazine of ideas and culture. “Has
a strong literary focus and a sense of
humour; the Geist tone is intelligent,
plain-talking, inclusive and offbeat.
Each issue of the magazine is

a strangely convergent collection

of fiction, non-fiction, photographs,
comix, reviews, little-known facts of
interest, a bit of poetry and the
legendary Geist crossword puzzle, all
of which explore the lines between
fiction and non-fiction, and which
take a new look at the imaginary
country we all inhabit from time to
time, which often has something to
do with Canada.”

m Tikkun: 2342 Shattuck Ave,

Suite 1200, Berkeley CA 94704
(www.tikkun.org) A bimonthly
critique of politics, culture and
society. “For the past 20 twenty years,
we have been the pre-eminent North
American publisher of analytical
articles on Israel /Palestine, Jewish
culture, and the intersection of
religion and politics in the United
States.” Accepts e-mail submissions.
Welcomes unsolicited non-fiction and
poetry submissions. Responds in
about 4 months. “We welcome
articles on Israel /Palestine, Israeli
and Diaspora Jewish life, religion/
spirituality, politics and economics.

What we look for in such pieces

are perspectives that interrogate

the politics of their subject matter
in ways which both advance the
pursuit of tikkun olam — social
justice — and break down issues of
contemporary concern in completely
new and thoughtful ways.” Features:
800 to 2,400 words. Also publishes
website exclusives that do not
appear in print magazine.

Contests

m 2005 CBC Literary Awards:
Deadline November 1. 3 categories:
short story, poetry, creative non-
fiction. Entries can be in French

or English. Prizes per category: Ist
$6,000; 2nd $4,000; publication in
enRoute magazine and broadcast on
CBC Radio. Entry form necessary.
Details on CBC website
(www.cbc.ca/literaryawards/) or call
toll-free 1-877-888-6788. [This
information may be difficult to find
considering the current lockout of
CBC employees so we've enclosed a
brochure with this mailing.|

® 2005 Prairie Fire Press -
McNally Robinson Writing
Contests: Prairie Fire Press, 423-100
Arthur Street, Winnipeg, MB, R3B
1H3. (www.prairiefire.mb.ca) 3
contests. Deadline: November 30.
Bliss Carman Poetry Award (1-3
poems per entry, maximum 150
lines). Short Fiction (1 story per
entry, 15,000 words). Creative Non-
Fiction (1 article per entry, max
5,000 words) 1st prize $1,000, 2nd
prize $500, 3rd prize $250, in all
categories. Entry fee $27 /category,
includes a 1-year (4 issue) sub.
Details on website.

continued on page 20
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Markets, etc. continued

m The Fiddlehead contest: Campus House 11 Garland
Court, Fredericton, NB E3B5A3. (www.lib.unb.ca/Texts/
Fiddlehead) Deadline December 15. The Fiddlehead
celebrates its 60th with a theme contest Anniversaries:
personal, communal, national or universal, occasions for
joy or sadness, including birthdays and weddings, death-
days and saint’s days, feasts or fasts. Prizes: $2,000 for best
poem, $2,000 for best story, $100 each for honourable
mentions. Fiction: 1 story up to 25 pages per entry.
Poetry: up to 5 poems per entry, 100 lines per poem.
Entry fee $26, includes subscription. Ms not returned.
No simultaneous submissions or previously published
material.

Playwright In Residence Opportunity:
University of Alberta

The University of Alberta’s Department of Drama is
inviting applications for the inaugural Lee Playwright In
Residence. This innovative new residency offers a unique
opportunity for a Canadian playwright to devote time
to his or her writing and to make a significant
contribution to new play development within the
university and professional theatre community in
Edmonton. For more information about the residency,
application requirements, and the Department of Drama,
visit www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/drama/jobs.cfm.

The deadline for applications is October 15. Contact
Kim McCaw, Acting Chair, Department of Drama, e-mail:
kim.mccaw@ualberta.ca m

Eastern Front Theatre looking for plays

Eastern Front Theatre is looking for material for
its 13th annual On the Waterfront and Kids on the
Waterfront festivals. Deadline is October 15. There are
two categories in which to submit proposals:

On The Waterfront — productions of original work 30
to 90 minutes long

Kids on the Waterfront — productions aimed at family
audiences, children 3 to 12, 1 hour or less

Send proposals by mail only and include: 1-page
proposal describing planned or existing production; list of
participating artists and CVs of key artists; a script sample
or completed script; any related reviews of your work; a
video recording if possible.

Send to Hans Boggild, Artistic Producer, Eastern Front
Theatre, PO Box 11 DMPS, Dartmouth, NS B2Y 3Y2 m
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Mentorship for Emerging
Writers

The Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia invites
applications for apprentice positions in the 2005-06
mentor program for emerging Nova Scotia writers. This
program is designed to address the needs of emerging
writers who are committed to their writing and creative
development. This is not an introductory creative writing
course: it is an intensive, hands-on opportunity intended
to provide a disciplined and focused period of work
during which emerging writers may develop their craft in
a supportive environment.

The Fed welcomes applications from writers working
in all disciplines including poetry, fiction, non-fiction,
writing for children and young adults, and short fiction.
The selection of the apprentices and mentors will be
made by a jury of established writing professionals. The
decisions of this jury will be final.

How to apply:

There is no application form. To be eligible for this
program, writers must provide the following information
and materials. Applications must be typed, double-spaced,
on one side of standard 81/2 s x 11 paper. DO NOT
STAPLE your application. DO NOT SEND more material
than is required.

Apprentice applicants must be at least 19 years old.

In addition to supplying us with a maximum 10-page
sample of your work, provide concise answers to the
following questions:

How long have you been writing? Summarize your
writing activity for the past 12 months.

What do you intend to work on and achieve during
the program? Be specific and brief. Do you want to revise
existing material or are you proposing an original draft?

Are you willing and able to make writing a priority
during the full term of the program?

Why do you need to participate in the mentor program?

Time period:

Participants will work together over a five-month
period starting in the late fall 2005. As part of the
mentoring cycle, emerging writers will give a public
reading at the Federation during Atlantic Book Festival.

Applications must be received by the Writers’
Federation by 5 p.m. on September 9, 2005. Faxed
and e-mailed materials will not be accepted. Address
your applications to Mentoring at the Fed, WENS,
1113 Marginal Road, Halifax, NS B3H 4P7. m



