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Atlantic Book Fest ’04
Twenty one  remarkable books are in the running – in eight categories – for this year’s Atlantic Book Awards. 
The sheer diversity of imagination and subject matter is astonishing, ranging from murder-mystery gumshoe to 
coal mine explosion to heritage homes and Sahara desert oasis. 

A new prize joins the roster in 2004. Administered by the Atlantic Publishers Marketing Association and 
sponsored by printers Friesens and Hignells, the award will honour the Atlantic Canadian publisher and the 
author of the book which contributes most to the understanding of Atlantic Canada. The winners will be 
applauded at the Atlantic Book Awards Ceremony on May 21, between 4 and 6 p.m., in the Alderney Landing 
Theatre in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.

This year, Atlantic Book Festival has widened its umbrella, stretching from May 17 to 27, and joining up with 
the Hackmatack Children’s Choice Awards. With the announcement of the annual Awards shortlist, our finest 
authors and their books are front and centre, travelling and appearing throughout the region to give readings, 
signings and festive book promotions. Shortlisted award nominees will be on stage from May 17 to 20. The 
focus then shifts to writing for children. The Hackmatack Award nominees meet their audiences in schools and 
libraries from May 24 to 27 and conclude with an awards ceremony in Moncton, New Brunswick, on May 27. 
(For information on the Hackmatack Awards and a detailed list of author readings in all four Atlantic provinces 
visit their website at www.hackmatack.ca.) n

Don Aker is nominated for the Ann 
Connor Brimer Award for Children’s 
Literature. See page 6 

Jill MacLean is nominated for the 
Atlantic Poetry Prize. See page 4

Harry Thurston is nominated for the 
Evelyn Richardson Award. See Pages 9-10
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Atlantic Book Festival Schedule
So Eastword can arrive in your mailbox by the beginning of the month, it must 
be sent to the printing wizards at Gaspereau Press in Kentville by April 21. 
That means the ABF schedule is still a work-in-progress as we go to print, 
so the following offers a mere glimpse into the celebrations that are the 
Atlantic Book Festival. For up-to-date information call the Writers’ Fed office 
(902-423-8116) or visit our website (www.writers.ns.ca). For a detailed list of 
the Hackmatack Awards readings in the four Atlantic provinces check their 
website (www.hackmatack.ca).

Monday May 17
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Atlantic Book Festival launch at Halifax City Hall with 

Budge Wilson and Frances Wolfe
7 to 10 p.m. Launch of Erato by A.E. King, Coburg Coffee House, Coburg Rd. 

at Henry St., Halifax
7:30 p.m. Mentors Mouth Off at Khyber Club, 1588 Barrington St., Halifax

Tuesday, May 18
7 p.m. Nova Scotia Children’s Literature Roundtable announces the 2004-05 

Hackmatack Awards shortlist with special guest Julie Lawson at 
Alderney Library, Dartmouth

7 p.m. Beatrice MacNeil, reading at Woodlawn Library, Dartmouth
8:30ish Bruce Graham reading at Economy Shoe Shop, Argyle St., Halifax

Wednesday, May 19
7 p.m. Reading at New Glasgow library: Harry Thurston, Billy Budge, and 

Greg Cook
7:30 p.m. Brave New Words, mentored writers read at WFNS

Thursday, May 20
7 p.m. Janet McNaughton workshop at WFNS
7 p.m. Reading, Leo McKay Jr., Spring Garden Road Library, Halifax

Friday, May 21
10 a.m. Reading, Janet McNaughton, Alderney Library, Dartmouth
10:30 a.m. Reading, Don Aker, Spring Garden Road Library, Halifax, 
4 p.m. Atlantic Writing Awards Ceremony at Alderney Landing Theatre, 

Dartmouth. (This is the big one, folks. Drop in and discover who the 
Atlantic Book Awards go to.)

8 p.m. The Evening After Carry-On at 1113 Marginal Road, (that’s the Writers 
Fed office)

Wednesday, May 26
5 p.m. Book launch – Frances Wolfe, One Wish (Tundra) at Spring Garden Road 

Library, Halifax

Thursday, May 27 
7 p.m. Reading, Kerri Sakamoto, Spring Garden Road Library, Halifax

Friday. May 28
10 a.m. to noon Hackmatack Awards Ceremony. Atlantic Baptist University, 

Moncton, New Brunswick. n
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Thomas Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award
The Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award 
debuted in 1991 as a $1,000 prize. Today, the generosity 
and foresight of the Raddall Family has increased the 
prize to $10,000 making it the largest writing prize in 
Atlantic Canada. The authors and books shortlisted are:

Kenneth J. Harvey, 
The Town That Forgot How to Breathe
Raincoast, 2003, ISBN 1551925923

Kenneth J. Harvey’s fifth 
novel is set in the isolated 
outport of Bareneed, 
Newfoundland, home to a 
vivid cast of characters 
afflicted by a strange illness. 
Soon the hospital beds in 
neighbouring Port de Grave 
are filled with villagers who 
have forgotten about the 
need to breathe, become 
inexplicably violent and 
resentful before trailing off 
into silence and death. 
Harvey unleashes an unstoppable – and brilliantly 
prescient – story of a community severed from 
traditional roots, infected by the implications of living in 
the modern world.

Kenneth J. Harvey is a poet, story writer, essayist 
and novelist. He is author of 14 books and has written 
for most major Canadian newspapers. Ken has held the 
post of Writer-in-Residence at both the University of 
New Brunswick and Memorial University. He lives in 
Cupids, a small coastal community not far from St. John’s, 
Newfoundland.

Leo McKay, Jr., Twenty-Six
McClelland & Stewart, 2003, ISBN 0771054769

Leo McKay Jr.’s first novel is set in Eastyard, a small 
mining town in Nova Scotia, inspired in part by the 
1992 Westray mining disaster. Twenty-Six focuses not so 
much on the actual accident as it does on the lives 
that surround the mine before and after the horrific 
explosion. At the novel’s centre, the Burrows family is 
forced to confront each other to emerge into a precarious 
present and a moving and redemptive conclusion to 
the story. Told with sparse and luminous clarity, this 
riveting story pulses with life and is a stunning debut. 

Leo McKay Jr.’s 1995 
fiction debut was a collection 
of short stories, Like This,  a 
finalist for The Giller Prize. 
Leo teaches high school 
in Truro, Nova Scotia, and 
lives with his wife and 
three children in the nearby 
village of Maitland. He is at 
work on his next book of 
fiction.

David Adams Richards, 
River of the Brokenhearted
Doubleday Canada, 2003, ISBN 0385658877

River of the Brokenhearted is the story of a woman’s 
resolute and determined struggle to overcome small 
town prejudice and deceit. Janie McCleary and her 
husband George King run one of the first movie 
houses in the Maritimes. 
Their marriage is deemed 
scandalous – she’s Irish 
Catholic, he’s Church of 
England. But it’s not until 
George dies in the 1920s 
that the town, led by Joey 
Elias, turns against Janie. A 
woman in a world of men, 
she is nearly hounded out 
of business. Survive she does, 
wealthy, ostracized, reclusive 
and trusting no one outside 
the family. Her legacy unfolds in the lives of her son 
and grandchildren, and is resurrected in granddaughter 
Ginger who has to make her way in an even more 
dangerous world.

David Adams Richards, twice winner of the Governor 
General’s Award for Fiction, is one of Canada’s most 
compelling and original writers. Many of his novels have 
been adapted to film. He has been compared to John 
Steinbeck, or to Thomas Hardy in his Wessex novels, 
for the way in which he deals with eternal themes of 
ambition, love, honour and betrayal, while bringing to 
life the small seafaring communities of the Atlantic coast. 
Born in Newcastle, New Brunswick, he now lives in 
Toronto. River of the Brokenhearted is also nominated for 
the Atlantic Booksellers’ Choice Award (see page 5). n

And the nominees are ...

continued on page 4
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Atlantic Poetry Prize
The finalists for the 7th annual Atlantic Poetry Prize are:

continued on page 5

Brian Bartlett, Wanting the Day 
Goose Lane Editions, 2003, ISBN 0-864923-570

Wanting the Day brings together some of Brian Bartlett’s most evocative poems drawing 
from his three chapbooks and four full-length collections, as well as work that won 
the Petra Kenney Poetry Competition and the Malahat Review Long Poem Prize. The 
collection traces the development of a voice infused with wonder and lingering mystery 
that stems from Bartlett’s inspiring passion – a vision of nature that is arresting, startling 
and moving.

Brian Bartlett was born in New Brunswick, lived in Montreal from 1975-90, and has 
since lived in Halifax, where he teaches creative writing and literature at Saint Mary’s 
University. Wanting the Day: Selected Poems was published by Peterloo Poets in Cornwall, 
England and Goose Lane Editions in Canada.

Jill MacLean, The Brevity of Red
Signature Editions, 2003, ISBN 0-921833-92-X

The Brevity of Red is the product of long reflection on loss (of a daughter, a sister, parents) 
and of familial stories. With fresh metaphors and emotionally resonant images, MacLean 
questions those places where we seek solace: our artistic imaginations, our religious 
traditions and myths, as well as the entrancing, but arbitrarily cruel natural world from 
which we spring. Her language is focused, her descriptions clear and precise. Though 
the mood is largely elegiac, it is also wry and surprisingly edgy, as it reaches for the 
grace notes of celebration.

Jill MacLean was born in England but accompanied her family to Nova Scotia as a 
child. She has an Honours B.Sc. from Dalhousie University, and a Masters in Theological 
Studies from the Atlantic School of Theology. After a sojourn of several years in 
Winnipeg, Jill has resettled in Halifax. The Brevity of Red is also on the shortlist for the 
Eileen McTavish Sykes Award for Best First Book by a Manitoba Author. Her poems 
have appeared widely in literary journals across the country. 

Sue Sinclair, Mortal Arguments
Brick Books, 2003, ISBN 1894078292

Mortal Arguments is Sue Sinclair’s second poetry collection. In it, she continues 
her investigation of lived experience, addressing with increasing urgency issues of 
philosophical and political importance such as consumerism, privilege, and our ability 
to respond to the suffering of others. Sinclair writes lyrical poems that record the 
quicksilver machinations of the imagination in flight, held aloft by a consciousness 
acutely aware of its own mortality. This is an important book by one of Canada’s 
finest young poets.

Journals across Canada have published Sue Sinclair’s poetry and reviews. A graduate 
of the Creative Writing program at the University of New Brunswick, her first book of 
poems, Secrets of Weather & Hope (Brick Books, 2001) was shortlisted for the League of 
Canadian Poets’ Gerald Lampert Award. Sue grew up in Newfoundland and currently 
lives in Toronto. n
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Atlantic Independent Booksellers’ Choice Award
2004 is the 16th year for the Atlantic Independent Booksellers’ Choice Award which 
joined Atlantic Book Festival three years ago. The award is presented annually to 
an author born or living in the Atlantic region, and is voted on by independent 
booksellers and their customers in this region.  Shortlisted this year are:

Greg Cook
One Heart, One Way. Alden Nowlan: A Writer’s Life 
Pottersfield Press, 2003, ISBN 1-895900-59-X.

In his preface to the book, Robert Bly calls Alden Nowlan the most important 
Canadian poet of the twentieth century. Born near Windsor, Nova Scotia, Alden 
Nowlan overcame the obstacles of poverty and inadequate education to become 
one of the most celebrated writers in Canada. During the 50 years of his life, 
Nowlan gained respect and recognition as a poet, journalist and novelist, with 25 
published books and three plays. His writing earned him two honourary degrees and 
many awards, including a Guggenheim Fellowship and the 1968 Governor General’s 
Award for Poetry. That same year, Nowlan was appointed writer-in-residence at the 
University of New Brunswick, a position he filled until his death in 1983.

Gregory M. Cook is the author of five books of poetry and was a close friend 
of Nowlan’s during the final 20 years of Nowlan’s life. A graduate of Acadia 
University, Cook has worked as a preacher, reporter, dramatist, freelance journalist 
and executive director of WFNS. He now lives in Saint John, New Brunswick. One 
Heart, One Way is also nominated for the Dartmouth Book Award for Non-fiction 
(see page 8).

Kevin Major, Ann and Seamus
Groundwood, 2003, ISBN 088899561X.

In 1828, off Isle aux Morts, Newfoundland, 17-year-old Ann Harvey, her fisherman 
father and younger brother came upon the wreck of the Despatch, an Irish immigrant 
ship destined for Quebec City. In thick fog and fierce wind it had run aground 
and broken apart. Ann’s courage and strength at the oars of the rescue boat were 
largely responsible for the saving of more than 160 passengers stranded amid the 
raging storm. In a poetic and powerful retelling, beautifully illustrated by David 
Blackwood, Kevin Major portrays the shy young woman thrust into extraordinary 
circumstances, and the young Irishman, Seamus, who had set sail with hopes of a 
new life in America.

Kevin Major is the author of 10 novels for young people and adults. His books 
have been published in several languages and include Hold Fast (Hans Christian 
Andersen Honour List and winner of the Governor General’s Award, Canadian 
Library Association Award and the Ruth Schwartz Award), Far From Shore (Canadian 
Young Adult Book Award) and The House of Wooden Santas (Mr. Christie’s Book 
Award). He lives in St. John’s, Newfoundland. Ann and Seamus is also nominated for 
the Ann Connor Brimer Award for Children’s Literature (see page 6).

David Adams Richards, River of the Brokenhearted
Doubleday Canada, 2003, ISBN 0385658877

This book was also shortlisted for the Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award 
(see page 3). n

continued on page 6
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Ann Connor Brimer Award for Children’s Literature
The 13th annual Ann Connor Brimer Award for Children’s Literature, which is sponsored by the Nova Scotia Library 
Association, joined forces with WFNS five years ago. The finalists are:

Don Aker, The First Stone
HarperCollins Canada, 2003, ISBN 0-00-639285-7

Squeezing the rock 
in his clenched fist 
made Reef feel 
powerful. And 
angry. It was easy, 
then, to look down 
from the overpass 
and choose an 
anonymous target... 
Now Leeza 
Hemming’s world 
has exploded, her 
body twisted and 
broken from the car 
crash that nearly 
killed her. Facing 
months of torturous 

rehabilitation, Leeza finds a friend in an unlikely 
hospital volunteer, a young man who looks like he 
would rather be anywhere than in a hospital. Reaching 
out to one another in an unconscious need for healing, 
neither Leeza nor Reef can guess that their fragile bond 
is based on an act of cruelty and hate.

Author of three books for young adults, Don 
Aker has worked as a classroom teacher for over 
20 years and has written and co-authored several 
educational texts. His YA books and short stories have 

won several national 
competitions. He 
lives in Middleton, 
Nova Scotia, with 
his wife and two 
teenaged daughters.

Kevin Major, 
Ann and Seamus
Groundwood, 2003, 
ISBN 088899561X

This book has also 
been nominated for 
the Booksellers’ 
Choice Award. (See 
page 5.) 

Janet MacNaughton, 
An Earthly Knight
HarperCollins Canada, 2003
ISBN 0-00-639188-5.

The year is 1162. Sixteen-year-old Lady Jeanette Avenel 
has always enjoyed her freedom as second daughter of 
a minor Norman nobleman in Teviotdale, Scotland. But 
Jenny is suddenly thrust into the role of eldest daughter 
after her sister, Isabel, disgraces the family by running 
away with a suitor who later betrays her. While Jenny 
worries about her sister’s future, she is chosen as a 
potential bride for William de Warenne, brother and 
heir of the King of Scotland. Soon Jenny is swept up 
in a world of formal banquets and jousting tournaments, 
when she meets Tam Lin, a mysterious young man 
rumoured to have been kidnapped by fairies. Tam’s past 
holds a secret that threatens to endanger everyone close 
to him, including Jenny.

Janet McNaughton is the author of To Dance at 
the Palais Royale and Make or Break Spring, both multi-
award winners. The Secret Under My Skin also garnered 
numerous awards, including the Ruth Schwartz Award, 
the Mr. Christie’s Book Award and the Ann Connor 
Brimer Award. She lives in St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
with her family. n

continued on page 7
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Best Atlantic Published Book
A new prize joins the roster in 2004. Administered by the Atlantic Publishers Marketing Association and sponsored by 
printers Friesens and Hignells, this award will honour the Atlantic Canadian publisher and the author of the book which 
contributes most to the understanding of Atlantic Canada. Shortlisted for the inaugural award are:

Stephen Archibald and Sheila Stevenson
Heritage Houses of Nova Scotia
Formac, 2003
ISBN 0-88780-601-5

Nova Scotia has a rich heritage of houses dating from the 
1700s. Here, the best examples of every important house 
style from the past 250 years are brought together in full 
colour. The authors travelled to all parts of the province 
to select the finest in architectural heritage. Most of these 
buildings are accessible to the public and some have 
been carefully restored, allowing readers to revisit the 
way people lived in Nova Scotia’s past.

Husband and wife team Stephen Archibald and 
Sheila Stevenson worked at the Nova Scotia Museum 
for nearly 30 years and know first-hand the challenges 
of owning and living in heritage homes. They live in 
Fergusons Cove.

Michael Hennessey
The Betrayer
Acorn Press, 2003
ISBN 1-894838-03-3

In 1941, two Prince 
Edward Island men 
were hanged for the 
murder of a 
Charlottetown 
shopkeeper. The two 
convicted met their 
deaths still vowing 
that a third man had 
committed the murder.

Inspired by this dramatic historical crime and the 
“third man theory,” The Betrayer conjures the fictional 
life of this third man in an intimate psychological 
profile of someone who, quite literally, gets away with 
murder. Told from the compelling viewpoint of its 
central character, newspaperman Hugh Michael “Mickey” 
Casey, The Betrayer takes the reader down dark corridors 
of Charlottetown’s recent past to trace the origins of a 
murderer and the emotional aftermath of a brutal act.

Michael Hennessey’s previous publications include 
non-fiction books and two collections of short stories. 
An accomplished playwright, Hennessey’s plays have 
been produced in PEI and other parts of Canada and 
broadcast on CBC Radio. The Betrayer is his first novel.

Beth Ryan 
What is Invisible
Killick Press, 2003, 
ISBN 1-894294-61-0

In her debut 
collection of 
uncompromising 
short stories, Beth 
Ryan has created 
characters that bristle 
with truth. Set in 
St. John’s, these 
stories overflow with 
intimate, convincing 
details and change 
in ways readers can’t 
predict.

Beth Ryan lives 
and writes in St. 
John’s, 
Newfoundland. A graduate of Memorial University and 
Ryerson Polytechnical University, she has made her 
living as a writer since 1987, working in both journalism 
and communications. Her stories have been broadcast on 
CBC Radio and have appeared in several publications. n

continued on page 8
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As her vision begins 
to deteriorate, she faces 
the devastating prospect 
of having to give up 
both her career and 
her passion. Hoping to 
avoid surgery, Sara is 
introduced to Sitara – an 
acupuncturist troubled 
by doubts and family 
scars. As their friendship 
develops, the two 
women search for ways 
to cope with the past and 
the present.

Heidi Priesnitz is a 
writer and graphic designer living in Wolfville. Her 
previous work includes a collection of short stories, 
Tangled with Leaves, and a novel, Drifting. Heidi’s work 
has appeared in several literary journals and was 
broadcast on CBC Radio. n

Dartmouth Book Award (Non-fiction)

Greg Cook
One Heart, One Way
Alden Nowlan: A Writer’s Life
(Pottersfield Press, 2003
ISBN 1-895900-59-X

This book has also been shortlisted 
for the Atlantic Booksellers’ Choice 
Award (see page 5). 

James D. Frost
Merchant Princes
Lorimer, 2003
ISBN 1-55028-803-2

Merchant Princes tells the tale 
of an extraordinary family of 
merchants and entrepreneurs. 
Beginning in 1810 when 
William Stairs opened a 
small general store on the 
Halifax waterfront, it follows 
the Stairs family saga 
through sugar refining, 

Dartmouth Book Awards
The Dartmouth Book Awards joined WFNS and the NS Library Association five years ago to help in the planning for 
Atlantic Book Week. Shortlisted for the Dartmouth Book Awards for Fiction and Non-fiction are:

Dartmouth Book Award (Fiction)

Bruce Graham, Dream of the Dove
Pottersfield Press, 2003, ISBN 1-895900-56-5

Dream of the Dove is the 
uncompromising story of 
a Nova Scotia sea 
captain’s life. James 
Allen Graham witnesses 
both the apex and 
decline of the age of sail. 
He first goes to sea in 
the spring of 1860, just 
in time to find himself 
in the midst of the 
American Civil War. At 
65, he is alone, nearly 
blind and trying to 
make sense of his life 
and the final voyage of 

the Dove.
Bruce Graham has been described as one of the most 

dynamic writers and speakers in Canada. His first novel 
was The Parrsboro Boxing Club. He anchored the ATV 
News in Halifax for a decade and later became the first 
news director at MITV (now Global) television. He lives 
in Hants County, Nova Scotia.

Leo McKay, Jr., Twenty-Six
McClelland & Stewart, 2003, 
ISBN 0771054769

This book has also been 
nominated for the Thomas Head 
Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize 
(see page 3).

Heidi Priesnitz
A Darker Light
Dundurn Press, 2003
ISBN 1-55002-459-0

As a photographer for an upscale travel magazine, Sara 
is able to combine her passion for photography 
with a successful career. When diagnosed with a 
debilitating eye condition, her ideal world is thrown 
out of focus, forcing her to re-evaluate her future. 

continued on page 9
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banking, steel making, rope manufacturing, and the 
world’s leading manufacturer of skates. For generations, 
the Stairs family was active in the back rooms of politics. 
Through this family history, Frost sheds new light on 
many aspects of Nova Scotia’s business and political 
history.

James D. Frost, a specialist in marine transportation, 
works as a researcher and consultant. Educated at McGill, 
Queen’s and Saint Mary’s Universities, he is an authority 
on the business and economic history of the Maritime 
provinces. A Research Associate at Gorsebrook Research 
Institute, he lives in Halifax

Elizabeth Pacey
Miracle on Brunswick Street
Nimbus Publishing, 2003, ISBN 1-55109-464-9.

This book tells the 
story of the first 
group of German-
speaking immigrants 
to Canada and of 
the two remarkable 
churches they built 
on Brunswick Street 
in Halifax. German 
Lutherans arrived 
250 years ago and 
established a 
community centred 
on the spartan Little 
Dutch Church. 
Anglican Loyalists 
expanded the congregation. In 1800 parishioners built 
the elegant, classical St. George’s Church, one of the great 
round buildings of the world. The parish took leading 
roles in helping victims of the Titanic disaster and the 
Halifax Explosion, and in entertaining troops during both 
World Wars. Today these two National Historic Sites 
stand as witnesses to the ingenuity and faith of a band of 
German pioneers and their successors.

Elizabeth Pacey is the author of 10 books, including 
Halifax Citadel, Georgian Halifax, Historic Halifax and 
Landmarks: Historic Buildings of Nova Scotia. She has 
received an honorary doctorate and four national heritage 
awards. n

Evelyn Richardson Prize for Non-ction
Nominated for the 27th annual Richardson prize are:

Billy Budge, 
Memoirs of a Lightkeeper’s Son: Life on St. Paul Island
Pottersfield Press, 2003, ISBN 1-895900-61-1

In 1955, Billy Budge’s 
father accepted the 
position of lighthouse 
keeper on St. Paul 
Island, a rugged and 
forlorn mountain in the 
sea. Positioned at the 
entrance to the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence between 
Cape Breton and 
Newfoundland, this 
island suffers violent 
gales, snowstorms and 
thick fog. Early 
seafarers called it the 

“Graveyard of the Gulf” 
due to the vast numbers of ships lost along its shores. 
Billy moved there with his parents and younger sister in 
September 1955. For the next five years they lived at the 
southwest light station in almost total isolation. His family 
quickly learned to cope in a world without neighbours, 
electricity, schools, or any sports activities. They lived off 
the land – hunting ducks along the coast, berry picking, 
and jigging cod on the sea.

Billy Budge was a telephone technician with Maritime 
Tel and Tel until his retirement in 1998. He is married, 
has three children and resides in Ingonish, Nova Scotia. 
This is his first book.

Heather Laskey
Night Voices: 
Heard in the Shadow of 
Hitler and Stalin
McGill-Queen’s 
University Press, 2003
ISBN 0-7735-22606-4

Night Voices tells the 
little-known story of the 
Jewish idealists of Poland, 
Holocaust survivors who 
committed themselves to 
build a Communist state 
in the belief that it 

continued on page 10



would create a just society. Their hopes were shattered by the Stalinist paranoia and brutality of the post-war years, and 
by government-sponsored anti-Semitism. In 1968, the Communist leadership, through a campaign of intimidation and 
harassment, set about expelling the remants of Poland’s Jewish population. Built on the interwoven memories of four 
people – their lives, loves, dreams, and despair – Night Voices is a testimony both to the strength of the human spirit 
and to our capacity for self-delusion.

Heather Laskey, a freelance journalist, is the author of The Children of the Poor Clares: The Story of an Irish Orphanage. 
She lives in Halifax.

Harry Thurston
Island of the Blessed: 
The Secrets of Egypt’s Everlasting Oasis
Doubleday Canada, 2003, ISBN 0-385-25969-7

With its pyramids, mummies and pharaohs, the Egyptian Nile has long been the Egypt 
of popular imagination. Yet, not far away in the Western Desert, where decades might 
pass between rains, and showers often evaporate before they hit the ground, lies the 

“other Egypt” where a story as old as the sands has lain hidden for millennia.
Harry Thurston follows an international team of archeologists as they sift the 

Sahara to unlock the secrets of the “everlasting oasis,” Dakhleh, a tiny island of green 
that has been home to humans for nearly half a million years. Combining elements 
of adventure travelogue and scientific detective story, Island of the Blessed explores the 
fragile balance between an over-reaching humanity and its environment, and unveils 
a fascinating chapter of human history.

Harry Thurston is among Canada’s premiere writers and journalists. The author 
of 12 books, he has published feature articles for more than 30 leading magazines, 
including Audubon and National Geographic. He won the Richardson Award in 1991 
for Tidal Life and again in 1997 for The Nature of Shorebirds. He lives in Amherst. n
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Screenscene
2004’s Moving Picture Scene Begins to Heat Up

Ron Foley Macdonald

After a monstrous winter that threatened to send Nova 
Scotia’s film and television industry back to the dark ages, 
the motion picture scene is starting to pick up steam. 

A British co-production that almost collapsed before 
it started – The River King starring American director 
and actor Ed Burns – miraculously revived and hit the 
ground running in an attempt to make the best use of the 
remaining snow. The Trudeau mini-series prequel issued a 
casting call for French-speaking actors and is preparing for 
a May and June shoot. And Bravo’s The Classical Now music 
performance series is scheduled for a late June production.

The real breath of relief, however, is coming from 
some of the small-screen institutions like This Hour Has 
22 Minutes, Street Sense and Trailer Park Boys. The federal 
government restored funding to the Canadian Television 
Fund (CTF), the body that doles out most of the cash that 
keeps the industry going. With fees collected from cable 
television taxes, the CTF – despite being the new kid on 
the block – has grown in importance to eclipse most other 
federal film agencies such as the National Film Board, the 
CBC and Telefilm Canada.

The fact that we still have those agencies speaks to the 
general confusion and inertia built into the system. With 
so much public money involved in how we fund film 
and television, it’s no wonder there’s virtually no private 
investment available. When all those federal and provincial 
tax credits are thrown in, it’s a miracle that anyone knows 
how the system actually works.

So why has Nova Scotia managed to claw its way up to 
being the fourth largest moving picture production centre 
in the country? You don’t see film industries sprouting up 
in secondary and tertiary cities along the American east and 
west coasts. Even major cities such as San Francisco and 
Miami can’t hold a candle to Los Angeles and New York, so 
the very existence of a vibrant film production scene here 
mystifies many people.

There are some historical threads that could have 
predicted the current situation. Canada’s history of strong 
regional identity, along with a deliberate policy of 
decentralization helped. Halifax, as a crucial transportation 
portal, has always maintained a parallel position as a 
critical communications point between Europe and North 
America. Many transoceanic wireless stations dot the 
shoreline like silent sentinels, with giant dishes and radio 
towers discreetly looming over the thundering surf.

Transportation and communications links aside, Halifax 
has had some kind of film industry continuously since 

the 1940s – when Margaret Perry set up shop for the 
province. And with the CBC plant on Bell Road producing 
the country’s top-rated television shows through the ’60s 
(Don Messer’s Jubilee) to the ’90s (This Hour Has 22 Minutes), 
it’s not a total surprise that a thriving industry grew in 
those years in between.

It could be that being away from the centre of things 
encouraged a sense of freedom in content and approach. It’s 
certainly an idea that allowed the Nova Scotia College of 
Art and Design – now known as NSCAD University – to 
become an institution known internationally as a bastion 
of cutting edge experimentation and innovation in the art 
world.

Film and sound archivist Ern Dick has come across this 
very idea as he’s writing a book on the popular Halifax-
produced TV series Singalong Jubilee. His research shows 
that the CBC powers-that-be in Toronto consistently left 
the East Coast production team alone to find the best way 
to produce what became a landmark show in Canadian 
popular culture. While it seems like only a small discovery, 
it sheds some light on how important figures in Nova 
Scotia’s motion picture history – figures as divergent as 
Michael and Paul Donovan, Bill MacGillivray, Andrea 
Dorfman, Mike Clattenburg and Thom Fitzgerald – were 
left alone with just enough support to find their own voices. 
Away from the centre, they found distinctive identities that 
were reflected in their work.

Meanwhile, another production season is upon us here 
in Nova Scotia, with a flood of smaller shows such as 
The Sea Hunters, Chef At Large, Poko, Ollie’s Adventures, and 
Rock Camp all awaiting that call from the newly revived 
Canadian Television Fund. Hopefully, by the time you’ve 
read this, they won’t be waiting any longer, and the season 
will have begun in earnest.

Writers have always known that being away from the 
most populated centres, and being rooted to things in 
general, is often good for their writing. It may be that the 
film and television community may finally be waking up to 
this virtue. If that is indeed the case, the East Coast’s motion 
picture scene should continue to prosper. n

Ron Foley Macdonald is a freelance writer, film programmer and 
broadcaster based in Halifax. He covers film production news for 
CBC Radio, curates films for the Dalhousie Art Gallery, programs 
for the Atlantic Film Festival and is the music and drama critic for 
The Halifax Daily News.
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imPRESSed – the newest titles by WFNS members

Weaving Relationships: 
Canada-Guatemala Solidarity
Kathryn Anderson

Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2003 
$32.95, ISBN  0-88920-428-4

Weaving Relationships tells the 
remarkable story of a movement 
that transcends barriers of geography, 
language, culture, and economic 
disparity. In the early 1980s, 200,000 
Mayan men, women, and children 
crossed the Guatemalan border into 
Mexico, fleeing genocide by the 
Guatemalan army and seeking refuge. 
A decade later, many of the refugees 
returned to their homeland along with 
140 Canadians, members of Project 
Accompaniment, providing 
companionship and solidarity. 

Weaving Relationships describes the 
historical roots of this solidarity and 
its impact. It speaks of a spirituality 
based on community and justice, and 
challenges the church to move beyond 
its preoccupation with its own survival 
to solidarity with those who are 
suffering.

Kathryn Anderson is an adult educa-
tor and diaconal minister of The United 
Church of Canada, and coordinator of 
the Guatemalan Partnership program at 
the Tatamagouche Centre. 

Fair Wind and Plenty of It
Rigel Crockett

Knopf Canada, 2004. $34.95
ISBN  0-676-97634-4 

On November 25, 1997, the barque 
Picton Castle, a three-masted, square-
rigged tall ship, headed out from 
Lunenburg on a voyage around the 
world. Aboard was a shifting crew of 
30, a combination of professional sailors 
and paying crew who would travel for 
a year and half, calling in at ports as 
exotic and varied as Aruba, Samoa, Bali 
and Zanzibar.

Fair Wind and Plenty of It tells the 
story of an obsession as Captain Dan 
Moreland, driven by a desire to make 
his mark in the world of traditional 
sail, rallies forces to convert a 69-year-
old North Sea trawler into a seaworthy 
tall ship, and then assembles the crew 
to sail it. It’s the story of the uneasy 
balance that is achieved on board, where 
insubordination and rancour must be 
kept in line among a crew whose only 
connection is their common desire to be 
part of this journey. 

Rigel Crockett grew up outside 
of Lunenburg and currently lives in 
Savannah, Georgia. A graduate of Mount 
Allison University, he holds a 100-ton 
masters’ licence and a 1,600-ton mate’s 
licence in sailing and motor ships.

The Last Champion
Deborah Hale

Harlequin Historical, 2004 
$6.25 ISBN 0-373-29303

The Lady of Harwood was ruthless: for 
Dominie DeMontford swore she would 
bed the devil himself to safeguard her 
people. Now all she held dear stood 
endangered and the one man who 
could rescue them was the one man 
she despised. Armand Flambard, first 
to hold her heart ... and first to break 
it. The warrior in Armand Flambard 
had died on the battlefield, felled by a 
terrible secret born of civil war. Should 
Lady Dominie glean even a hint of the 
truth, she would surely loathe him as 
much as she’d once loved him. But could 
this new call to arms be a battle cry to 
rouse their long-slumbering desire?

“A charming tale of love, betrayal and 
forgiveness. Fast-paced and well-written, 
this sweet, sensual story is an enjoyable 
read.” – The Old Book Barn Gazette   

Set in 12th-century England, The Last 
Champion is Deborah Hale’s most recent 
romance for Harlequin Historical. Visit 
her website (www.deborahhale.com) to 
read excerpts from her work, writing 
tips, cover art, contests and more 
for readers of historical romance and 
otherworld fantasy.



Eastword May/June 2004 Page 13 

The Wizard’s Ward
Deborah Hale

Luna Books, 2004 
$16.95 ISBN 0-373-80205-6

Years before, the peaceful kingdom of 
Umbria was torn apart by ruthless 
Hanish invaders. Yet that is the only 
life Maura Woodbury knows, until her 
wizard guardian announces she is to 
be queen. But first she must find and 
unite with their country’s legendary 

“Waiting King” to overthrow the enemy 
occupation. In the company of a magic-
wary outlaw, and beset by doubts, 
Maura sets forth on her quest. Will she 
find “The Waiting King” before it is too 
late? 

“In her first crossover foray into 
fantasy, romance writer Hale (Beauty 
and the Baron) nicely blends the two 
genres in an upbeat, feel-good story.” – 
Publisher’s Weekly

The Wizard’s Ward is Deborah 
Hale’s twelfth novel, her first fantasy 
for Luna Books, Harlequin’s new 
fantasy imprint. To read a free 
serialized prequel “Sorsha’s Secret,” visit 
www.eharlequin.com. Deborah lives in 
Lower Sackville with her husband and 
their four children.

Cool Socks, Warm Feet:
Six Exceptional Sock Patterns for 
Printed Yarns
Lucy Neatby

Tradewind Knitwear Designs Inc., 2003 
$24.95 ISBN 0-9733940-0-5

For climbing a mountain or seducing 
a lover’s feet under the coffee table, 
these socks will work for you! The 
book provides step-by-step instructions 
to knitting as well as Lucy Neatby’s 
informed tips and commentary. Here are 
mix and match heels, toes and cuffs for 
producing the socks of your choice.

Once a British Merchant Navy 
Navigating Officer, Lucy Neatby knitted 
all the way. Following her move to 
Nova Scotia, she began designing her 
own garments, entering competitions 
and winning. Lucy now sails her own 
business, Tradewind Knitwear Designs, 
while teaching knitting around the 
world. She lives in Dartmouth.

Fortune de mer
Alain Raimbault

Chenelière/McGraw-Hill, 2003 
$8.95 ISBN 2-89461-779-8

Nathalie Aucoin habite à St. Joseph du 
Moine en Nouvelle-Écosse. À son école, 
elle a terminé première au concours 
Exposciences. Comme prix, elle a gagné 
un voyage d’études scientifiques à bord 
de la goélette le Dauphin. Lors de 
cette expedition en mer, d’autres élèves 
méritants accompagnent Nathalie ainsi 
que la professeure Lombard. Toutefois, 
durant le voyage, les événements se 
précipitant. Le ciel s’assombrit et la mer 
se fâche. Fortune de mer est un récit 
d’aventures pour les amoureux de la 
mer.

Alain Raimbault a toujours été 
fasciné par la mer et les voiliers. Il a 
grandi au bord de la Méditerranée. La 
splendour de la Baie de Fundy, célebrée 
par ses falaises ocres et ses marées 
capricieuses, lui inspire souvent des 
poèmes et des romans pour la jeunesse. 
Il rêve de faire le tour du monde à bord 
d’une goélette et de nager dans les mers 
du Sud. Il croit en ses rêves et aime les 
faire connaître à ses lecteurs.

continued on page 14
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Nightmare Dreams
Steve Vernon

Cyber Pulp Press, 2004
$14.99  ISBN 1-897013-62-0

Nightmare Dreams is a collection 
of 25 horror tales by writer 
and storyteller Steve Vernon. A 
dozen previously published tales are 
accompanied by new, unpublished 
stories. Included in the book is 
Steve’s horror novella, The Forever 
Long Snake of Olan Walker. Several 
stories also feature Vernon’s hobo 
hero Easter Noon, a vagabond who 
walks the rail-thin line between 
reality and the supernatural. 

Steve Vernon grew up in 
northern Ontario and moved to 
Nova Scotia at 17. He has travelled 
across Canada working as factory 
hand, house painter, field worker, 
tree planter, roustabout, 
woodworker, artist’s model and 
many other jobs. Steve Vernon lives 
in Halifax and works as a tarot and 
palm reader at Little Mysteries. n

I want to thank the Academy ... 
by Mary Jane Copps, President, WFNS

Well, okay, I don’t really want to thank 
the academy, but as I complete my two 
terms on the board and, specifically, my 
two years as President, there are several 
people who deserve a formal “thank 
you.”

They are: Ken Ward and Norene 
Smiley who, on more than one occasion, 
set aside their busy schedules to listen, 
share their wisdom and boost my 
confidence. They are proof that it takes 
a village to raise a President!;

There’s Sue Newhook, whose insights 
made every meeting productive, and 
who shared many a cup of tea (okay, 
a few glasses of wine as well) in the pursuit of prosperous ideas and great 
results; Peggy Amirault, who puts this marvelous newsletter in front of you 
and who makes sure that I get these words in on time; All the board members, 
including those who completed their terms (Sheldon Currie, Sylvia Hamilton, 
Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen, Christy Ann Conlin), who not only contributed 
to excellent discussions around the boardroom table, but have given the 
Federation, and me, their support through the great gift of time and energy; 
The members of my most intimate writing community, The Oxford Street 
Writers’ Group (Gwen Davies, Joanne Jefferson, Rose Vaughan, Sue Cameron, 
Lorri Neilsen Glenn, Barbara Whitby, Chris Godwin, Joe Szostak, and David 
Potter) who are always there to pick me up, dust me off and applaud loudly 
when necessary. 

Then there’s vice-president Douglas Arthur Brown who, to use a cliché or 
two, doesn’t suffer fools gladly, calls a spade a spade, hits the nail on the head 
and always does it with a mischievous grin and a sense of humour; Monika 
Sormova, a woman of great generosity and patience, which she extends to all 
Federation members, but who has continually gone out of her way to make my 
role on the board as easy and painless as possible. 

And, of course ... Jane Buss, from whom I have learned a great deal in the 
past four years. There is no doubt that our Federation accomplishes what it does, 
and maintains the enviable reputation it has, because of the insight, fortitude 
and intelligence of our Executive Director. May we always be so blessed.

I include all these thank yous as part of my final column not only to honour 
those who have offered me a strong foundation these past years, but to illustrate 
that our Federation is a community – a community that is growing and thriving 
because its members work to make that happen, even though their work is 
not always visible. And to let those on the Board and the Executive know that 
the members are here for you. No matter what challenges lie ahead (for never 
doubt that each year will bring a challenge or two) know that you can pick up 
the phone and tap into experience, advice and support from a group of people 
representing a very wide range of skills, talents and insights. In fact, I’m now 
one of those people, looking forward to being a little less visible, but always 
ready to answer the phone and be of help. n

Ph
ot

o 
by

 P
a
u

l 
D

a
rr

ow



Eastword May/June 2004 Page 15

n Racked: members work appearing in 
the jubilant jumble of journals, e-notes 
and mags crossing your editor’s desk 
into the Fed Reference Library (open 10 
to 4:30 Monday through Friday for your 
capacious consideration): Jodi DeLong 
continues to tempt with the siren song 
of spring everywhere you look – regular 
weekly columns on seed, propagation 
and to-die-for cultivars in the Chronicle 
Herald’s redesigned The Nova Scotian, and 
fascinating facts about native species 
in Rural Delivery; Sandra Phinney’s 
burning the rubber for Saltscapes’ Travel 
with an encyclopedic look at the 
province (“A small Peninsula with a Big 
Heart’”) and now has a regular cooking 
feature, “Fresh from the Kitchen,” 
appearing in the Atlantic Co-operator; 
Sandra also wades into the Urban versus 
Rural debate on the pages of Atlantic 
Business and emerges constructive while 
Jerry Locket covers the waterfront on 
a “kite”; how’s Moist as the title of a 
swell-looking new journal of erotic arts 
and literature being published in, of 
all places, Ottawa? Joy Yourcenar has 
two poems appearing in the premier 
issue: “Leaving Lingers” and “Gloire de 
la salle de bain” ... enough to frost 
your bathroom mirror!; Blake Maybank 
looks at expanding bird ranges in 
April’s East Coast Gardener – yes, that 
was a Northern Cardinal in your dawn 
garden; did you notice that redesigned, 
tabloid-sized The Nova Scotian in your 
Sunday Herald recently? Along with 
regular columns from Silver Donald 
Cameron and Harry Bruce, five pages 
are vibrant with all things bookish; 
Rose Adams was among the 20 suspects 
shortlisted in lichen literary journal’s 

Tracking a Serial Poet Competition; Jim 
Lotz was in Lesotho last October on a 
3-week assignment for UCCB – “Hope 
in a Time of Despair” has subsequently 
appeared in the Catholic New Times, and 

“From Antigonish to Africa” was the 
lead story in the Atlantic Co-operator, 
both stories grew from his Lesotho 

experience; Faith Piccolo transformed 
her fiery experience in the Lunenburg 
Foundry into an article for the May issue 

of The Navigator Magazine and follows in 
June with an article based on a retired 
lighthousekeeper’s memories of his time 
on Cross Island and thoughts on the fate 
of lighthouses today.

n It’s not everyday that a girl is 
nominated for a $40,000 prize. An 
avalanche of effervescent e-mails alerted 
Anne Simpson to the giddy fact that 
Loop (McClelland & Stewart) had been 
nominated for the lavish Griffin Poetry 
Prize. Loop, which was also nominated 
in this year’s Governor General’s Poetry 
Award list is in excellent company. 
Di Brant’s Now You Care and Leslie 
Greentree’s Go-go Dancing for Elvis 
are the other two Canadian poets 
nominated. Business-man Scott Griffin 
announced the prize in late 2000 to 
encourage excellence in poetry written 
in English anywhere in the world: the 
Canadian prize is accompanied by a 
similar sum to an international poet 
writing in English. This year Suji Kwock 
Kim, David Kirby, August Kleinzathier 
and Louis Simpson – all American 
poets – are also possessing their souls in 
patience.

n Launch date set: Sylvia Gunnery 
is looking forward to her Lorimer 
YA release, Out of Bounds; Pottersfield’s 
reissue of Alf Silver’s prize winning 
novel, Acadia, is perfectly timed to 
coincide with this year’s Acadian 
festivities; long-sighted Paul Zann is 
looking to September when Borealis 
will release a sequel to The Aussie Six in 
Canada. Paul, who winters with his wife 
Jan in Nerja, a little Spanish town on 
the Costa del Sol, tells us it’s The Aussie 
Six in Spain; Steve Vernon launched his 
collection of horror fiction, Nightmare 
Dreams, at the Mermaid Café in Grand 
Desert just beyond Lawrencetown Beach 
last month and closed the month with 
a public reading and launch at Keshen 
Goodman Library; the close of April 
also saw the launch of Clarity That Is 
Darkness (Borealis Press) by Penny L. 
Ferguson. A standing-room only crowd 
jostled in the Colchester-East Hants 

Regional Library in Truro to celebrate 
the occasion and applaud Penny; Sandra 
Phinney’s contribution to the Altitude 
Press series Amazing Canadian Stories 
is also in imminent release mode: Risk 
Takers and Innovators: Great Canadian 
Business Ventures Since 1950 is on first 
but she has her bases loaded with two 
more titles for the series under contract.

n The Winterset Awards, which honour 
the best in Newfoundland writing 
were established by Richard Gwynn in 
honour of his wife, Sandra, an award 
winning social-historian who died in 
2000. The Awards are conferred during 
the winter months, but there’s also 
Winterset in Summer, a lively reading 
festival staged at Eastport in Bonavista in 
August. This year, Cape Breton writers 
have been invited to join in the fun. 
Joining their cousins from the rock are 
Carol Bruneau, Alistair MacLeod and 
D.R. MacDonald.

n On the road again! Halifax Poet 
Laureate Sue MacLeod’s been on the 
road this spring reading from her recent 
collection, That Singing You Hear at the 
Edges (Signature Editions). Starting in 
Vancouver in the inspiring main branch 
public library and touching down in the 
Britannia Beach branch, she leapfrogged 
the Rockies into Red Deer before an 
arrêt in Paragraph Books in Montréal en 

route home. Harry Thurston was also 
on the road in April, talking to the 
Canadian Mediterranean Association in 
Ottawa about his acclaimed new book 
Island of the Blessed: the Secrets of Egypt’s 
Everlasting Oasis. Lorri Neilsen returned 
from a 2-week writing retreat at St. 
Peter’s Colony in Saskatchewan to learn 
that her poem “The Rose and Thistle: 
Another Round” placed third in Prairie 
Fire’s Bliss Carmen Poetry Contest. She’s 
off to Winnipeg in May to read at 
PF’s Writers’ Festival. Despite the title, 
Sue Goyette was keeping it brilliantly 
together with readings at Queen’s 
University in Kingston, an appearance at 
Toronto’s Harbourfront and in London 

Who’s Doing What

continued on page 16
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to promote her latest collection, Undone 
(Brick Books). She also talked poetry 
with Ian Brown on CBC’s Talking Books 
during The Blue Metropolis Festival in 
Montreal, and will settle down again 
this season with more sizzling books on 
Mary Walsh’s provocative CBC-TV show, 
Open Book; and frequent flyer-points 
bonus awards go to Carole Langille and 
her May poetry reading in Athens.

n & on the rails! The Poetry Train 
debarked Winnipeg on March 14 and 
spent the next three days chugging 
to Prince George, BC. Six poets were 
aboard – bill bissett, Kate Braid, Jon 
Paul Fiorentino, Chandra Mayor, Jay 
Millar and Deborah Stiles. Organized 
by writer and professor Rob Buddie, and 
sponsored by The Canada Council for 
the Arts, the University of Northern BC 
and VIA Rail, the poets were chosen 
to reflect a broad range of poetic 
styles as well as for their geographic 
representation. The train stopped in 
Saskatoon, Jasper, and McBride before 
reaching the coast where the poets were 
part of the annual Just West of Unruly 
creative writing festival at UNBC.

n Eastword suspects that Budge Wilson 
has discovered that perpetual motion is 
the source of eternal youth! She’s just 
completed a beginning chapter book, 
The Imperfect Perfect Christmas, due this 
fall from Pottersfield and is working on 
a companion short story collection to 
Fractures, titled Friendships, for Fitzhenry 
and Whiteside. She participated in the 
Reading for Life Festival in April, 
reading in libraries in Ontario, and was 
the speaker for the Children’s Literature 
Roundtable at the Canadian Children’s 
Book Centre in Toronto. Tucked into 
the middle of April was a trip to 
the podium to receive a Distinguished 
Alumnae Award from her old school, 
now Armbrae Academy. Then on to 
May when she’ll be dashing around New 
Brunswick to visit seven schools leading 
up to the Hackmatack Children’s Choice 
Award. And if you were listening to 
CBC Radio-One, you’d have heard her 
short stories on Between the Covers; or 
glancing at Lifestyle Nova Scotia as you 
waited for that dental appointment, 

you’d have seen a feature on Nova 
Scotia writers which included Budge, 
Joanne Taylor and Deborah Hale.

n Not only has Jill MacLean’s first 
poetry collection, The Brevity of Red, 
been shortlisted for the Atlantic Poetry 
Prize but Manitoba is staking a claim as 
well. She’s also been nominated for the 
Eileen McTavish Sykes Award for Best 
First Book by a Manitoba Author, along 
with Digging for Philip by Greg Jackson 
Davis and Working North: DEW Line to 
Drill Ship by Rick Ranson. 

n And the League of Canadian Poetry 
has just announced its shortlist for the 
annual Pat Lowther Memorial Award, 
which recognizes excellence of a poetry 
collection written by a woman. Ör 
by Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen (Brick 
Books) and Left Fields by Jeannette 
Lynes (Wolsak and Wynn) are among 
the six nominations. A winner will be 
announced at the League’s AGM, held in 
Montréal on June 5.

n Halifax writer, artist (and fairy 
godmother purveyor of impossible 
dreams come true) Susan Kerslake is 
featured in the current issue of The New 
Quarterly, one of Canada’s best-known 
literary magazines. Issue #88, which hit 
newsstands early in April, calls the 
feature “The Many Houses of Susan 
Kerslake.” At an April reading at WFNS 
to promote the journal and the issue, 
Sue was joined by New Quarterly editor 
Amanda Jernigan. “The Many Houses” 
includes a powerful, meandering river 
of an interview with Kerslake by 
Richard Cumyn, who hosted the 
evening. The profile includes 
photographs by Ninan Joshua of 
Kerslake and “Possum Hut” (the houses 
of the title are both literal and 
figurative), an essay on writing, and 
new fiction and poetry accompanied by 
drawings from Kerslake’s journal.

n In the never-too-soon-to-tell 
department: Melanie Jasmine Grant 
writes that she will soon have her 
first publication. The Antigonish Review 
selected some of her poems for an 
upcoming issue. She promised to keep 

us posted as to which issue as soon 
as she knew “so you can include me 
in our newsletter (how envious I’ve 
always been of those with their names 
in boldface – soon I’ll be one of 
them!).” And Ma Fed is fairly bursting 
with pride at the thought, Melanie – 
congratulations and keep us posted.

n Not to be defeated even by the 
worst snow storm in recorded Nova 
Scotia history, Sally Ross – The Acadians 
of Nova Scotia (Nimbus) – was able to 
reschedule her public lecture, Acadian 
Cemeteries: Windows on a Community, 
to March. Enlivened with Sally’s quick 
wit and an animated audience, the 
Heritage Trust-sponsored evening at the 
Museum of Natural History, was an 
enormous success. 

n April was poetry month and thanks 
to the exuberance of our irrepressible 
poets and the League of Canadian Poets 
the country rocked with rhythm, rhyme 
and rubric from coast to coast to 
coast. Eastern Canada feasted in a 
high school Young Poets’ Week which, 
in Nova Scotia, saw Sue MacLeod 
visit Halifax Independent Grammar 
School; Heather Pyrcz, Horton High 
in Wolfville; Jeanette Lynes at John 
Hugh Gillis in Antigonish; Clyde Wray 
at Auburn High in Dartmouth; and 
Marilyn Iwama at Halifax’s QEH. 
In Halifax, the month kicked off 
with a Vehicule Press launch of The 
Complete Poems of Anne Wilkinson with 
Brian Bartlett, Alice Burdick, Dierdre 
Dwyer, Tonja Gunvaldsen Klaassen, 
Carole Langille, Jill MacLean, Sue 
MacLeod, Eleonore Schönmaier and 
Andy Wainwright reading from the 
new collection. Lorri Neilsen Glenn 
joined colleagues in Hubbards; Acadia 
University orchestrated Harry 
Thurston, Wanda Campbell and 
Heather Pyrcz; Liverpool hosted 
Carole Langille, Greg Cook and 
Alison Smith; over on PEI, Hugh 
MacDonald was among the celebrants; 
Saint John boasted Brian Bartlett, 
Carole Langille, Sue MacLeod and 
Greg Cook with Sue Goyette featured 
early in the month at the Lorenzo 

continued on page 17
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Reading Series; Tonja Gunvaldsen 
Klaasen added her voice to fellow 
poets on The Rock.

n The Confederation Centre Art 
Gallery in Charlottetown hosted a 
Gallery Gig Electric Martini Party 
featuring spoken-word poet Shantay 
Grant in accompaniment to a trio of 
gallery exhibitions. Accompanied by 
percussionist Wayn Hamilton on a West 
African drum, the djembe, Shauntay 
performed her poems, played piano and 
sang.

n It was Anthony Trollope’s 189th 
birthday on April 24 and Frederick 
Vaughan was up to the occasion, 
delivering a toast and talk – Trollope, 
the man, his family and his books – at 
the Lunenburg Arms to a festive crowd 
of birthday guests.

n Now - A Misguided Tour by Virginia 
Hayden was performed at the 
Playwright Atlantic Resource Centre’s 
Performance Cabaret at the Chester 
Playhouse in April. Even better, the 
playwright herself did the performing! 
She was joined in this venture 
during the evening by Joan Cleather, 
Catherine Banks, Adele Megann and 
other PARC playwrights who also read 
from their work.

n Antigonish actors and writers helped 
launch the anthology Women Behaving 
Badly: Feisty Flash Fiction Stories 
published by The Paper Journey Press, 
North Carolina. It featured a selection 
from Pam Calabrese MacLean, who 
was also delighted to learn that she’d 
won third prize for a suite of poem 
titled “On a Chair Outside the Living” 
in an international poetry competition 
hosted by The New Writer in Britain 
(www.thenewwriter.com/index.htm).

n Joyce Grant-Smith placed third 
in the Writers Federation of New 
Brunswick’s Writing for Children 
competition for her story “Little Eagle.” 
Last year, she won the Joyce Barkhouse 
Writing for Children Award for her YA 
novel, “The Latch,” set in the Annapolis 
Valley.

“Mirror Points,” Joanne Merriam’s poem, 
first appeared in the online science 
fiction magazine Strange Horizons and 
will be included in their Best of Strange 
Horizons 2 anthology. Joanne, who for 
many years was the voice of Ma Fed 
and the deft weaver of the Federation’s 
acclaimed web presence, is turning a 
page. Although her byline continues to 
be Joanne Merriam, we’re pleased to 
congratulate her on her June wedding.

n Sponsored in part by the National 
Community and College Radio 
Association and Corus Entertainment 
Inc., Dig Your Roots started to showcase 
new Canadian music in late March. 
The culmination of a one-season cycle, 
in a multi-year program to promote 
artists working in genres currently 
underrepresented in mainstream radio 
programming, the program’s highlight 
is a 20-25 minute segment for three 
artists selected from each region. Derek 
Bradford was turning cartwheels at the 
experience and the compilation CD also 
produced for sale through their website 
(www.digyourroots.ca). 

n The Culture Division of the 
provincial department of tourism and 
culture recently awarded a number 
of grants to writers who had made 
application to the Grants to Individuals 
program. Recognized with a Creation 
Grants were: Claudia Gahlinger, Tom 
Gallant, Renée Hartlieb, Munju 

Ravindra and Lynn Turner. 
Professional Development requests were 
granted to: David Cameron, Lorri 
Neilsen Glenn, Joanne Jefferson and 
Munju Ravindra.

n Among the stellar writers leading 
the Sage Hill Writing Experience in 
Saskatchewan this summer are George 
Elliott Clarke, offering a poetry 
workshop, and Sue Goyette working 
in concert with Phil Hall with an 
introduction to fiction and poetry 
writing. For details on the summer’s 
programming – www.sagehillwriting.ca.

n The ReLit Awards, brainchild of 
iconoclastic novelist Kenneth J. Harvey, 
is unique. Honouring the best of books 

published by the country’s small presses, 
ReLits are celebrated at bonfire beach 
parties in Newfoundland and BC in late 
June against a soundscape of triumphant 
trumpets. WFNSers on this year’s long 
list are: for novel, Heidi Priesnitz for A 
Darker Light (Dundurn), Richard Cumyn 
for The View from Tamischeira (Beach 
Holme); and for poetry, Lorri Neilsen 
Glenn for All the Perfect Disguises 
(Broken Jaw), Marilyn Iwama for Skin 
Whispers Down (Thistledown), Tonja 
Gunvaldsen Klaassen for Ör (Brick), 
Brian Bartlett for Wanting the Day 
(Goose Lane), Jill MacLean for The 
Brevity of Red (Signature), and Jeanette 
Lynes for Left Fields (Wolsak & Wynn) 
and The Aging Cheerleader’s Alphabet 
(Mansfield). 

New Members
The Directors, members and staff of 
WFNS are delighted to extend the 
warmest welcome, or welcome back, to 
the following member writers:

Janice Acton, Halifax
Laura Ballem, Halifax
Andrew Bartkus, Bedford
Joan Baxter, Tatamagouche
Alexandra Bryan, Halifax
Maggie Dorning, LaHave
Derreen Dorsey, Eastern Passage
Kim Fiske, Middleton
Brenda Gernitz-Bennett, Hammonds 

Plains
Alison Grantham, Halifax
Sheila Henderson, Little Brook
Dawn Henwood, Dartmouth
Sherry Hynes-Ryan, Middleton
Jane Kansas, Halifax
Julie Marshall, Dartmouth
Susan Moran, Judique
Carol Moreira, Glen Haven
Mickie Nyajeka, Halifax
Lorne R. Perry, Dartmouth
Peter Roberts, Halifax
Donald L. Roy, Antigonish
Kathy Sutherland, Westville
Lillian Thackery, East Chezzetcook
Deborah Toogood, Bedford
Linda Whitehouse, Westphal
Margaret Williams, Marion Bridge
Andrew Younger, Dartmouth n
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March offers more than one excuse to throw a party. After a long, stormy winter, spring 
finally arrives, if not to your garden at least to the pages of your calendar. March 
also marks the finale of our annual Atlantic Writing Competition for Unpublished 
Manuscripts, a time when we announce the winners in the five contest categories. 
International Poetry Day is an added March bonus and we certainly had poetry in mind 
when we planned this year’s festivities.

The Gala Celebration of Writers and Words was held on Saturday, March 20, at 
the Olympic Community Centre in Halifax. The new location offered generous space 
for the audience of 300 to sit, mingle, eat, drink, and plan strategies for the loot on 
the silent auction table. The federated gala hosts were WFNS president Mary Jane 
Copps and our president-in-waiting, Douglas Arthur Brown. The festively clad duo 
shared the stage throughout the evening with writers, poets and other members of 
the writing community. 

Twenty-four writers were called on the stage to be awarded prizes and honourable 
mentions in the 27th year of the competition. The audience also cheered the five 
brief readings from the winning writers and applauded the anonymous, 18-member 
competition jury. To honour International Poetry Day, Shauntay Grant and Christy 
Ann Conlin offered readings from their works, and Kim Atwood and Rose Vaughan 
brought along their guitars to accompany their words. 

People met, mingled and circled the auction table during the two intermissions. The 
tempting display of books, gift baskets, art, crafts and services attracted avid bidding all 
evening long and many carted home treasure. Thanks to the generosity of our friends 
and the many hidden talents of our members, the Writers in the Schools Program is 
$3,200 richer. 

The Gala is also an opportunity to thank and recognize an outstanding member 
of the writers’ community: a person who dedicated years of selfless service to the 
emerging writers in this region and who continues to give their energy, inspiration, 
and time. This year’s surprised recipient was Gwen Davies, writer, educator, community 
activist, and the moving force behind the Community of Writers. 

WFNS is proud to present the winners of the 27th Atlantic Writing Competition:

The H.R. (Bill) Percy Prize for Unpublished Novel
1st: Terry Pratt of Bonshaw, PEI, for Academic Questions

Terry is a former English professor. During his 30 
years at UPEI, he wrote two dictionaries, as well as 
many articles and reviews on dictionaries, Canadian 
English and English usage. In his retirement, Terry 
focuses more on creative work in writing and theatre. 

2nd: Ami McKay of Canning, NS, for Given
Ami is a writer, poet and musician living in 

Scots Bay. Last year she was a finalist in the TWUC 
Short Prose Competition and participated in the WFNS 
Mentorship program with Richard Cumyn as her 
mentor. Ami’s recent work also includes a feature 
documentary for CBC Radio, Daughter of Family G (a 
2002 Atlantic Journalism Award finalist).

3rd: Gail Lethbridge of Halifax, NS, for Jenealogy
Gail returned to Nova Scotia in 2002 after seven 

years in Britain. She has worked as a journalist, photographer and teacher, and now 
works in an offshore services company she owns with her partner. Gail also writes a 
weekly column in The Chronicle Herald.

Gala notes on spring and writing
 

Honourable Mention: Hari Das of 
Halifax, NS, for Elephant in the Pit

Hari Das was born in Kerala, India. 
He now lives in Halifax and teaches 
management subjects at Saint Mary’s 
University. He is the author of several 
short stories in the Malayalam language. 
Hari’s hobbies also include photography 
and films.

Honourable Mention: Afiena Kamminga 
of Sackville, NB, for Whispers from the 
Mud

Afiena was born and raised in the 
Netherlands. The author of many non-
fiction articles and short fiction pieces, 
she placed first in last year’s WFNB’s 
Writing for Children competition. 

The Joyce Barkhouse Writing for Children 
Prize

1st: Sue Coueslan of Halifax, NS, for 
Under Emmett’s Bed

Sue Coueslan is a communications 
strategist by day and a fiction writer 
by night. This is her first children’s 
novel and was inspired by an idea from 
her husband. Sue has written numerous 
magazine and newspaper articles, 
brochures and other communications 
materials. 

2nd: Richard Charlton of Dartmouth, NS, 
for Professor Pigglepoggle

Dick Charlton emigrated from 
England in 1975 with his family. An 
engineer by profession, he has enjoyed 
being an author, a poet, playwright, 
TV host and lately, a teller of stories. 
He started writing stories for his five 
grandchildren in California.

Terry Pratt

continued on page 19
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3rd Place: Gerry O’Brien of Argyle Shore, 
PEI, for Little Andy Upperdown

A teacher by profession, Gerry 
O’Brien writes humorous chapter and 
picture books in his spare time. His 
stories have won top prizes in the PEI 
Literary Awards and also placed before 
in the Atlantic Writing Competition. 
Gerry has written lyrics for three songs 
for children’s movies and TV series. 

Honourable Mention: Judith Meyrick of 
Halifax, NS, for Sunny Bear 

Judith Meyrick is a freelance writer. 
Her published work includes humorous 
articles and book reviews. Presently her 
passion is children’s books which she 
finds amazing to write and read. 

Honourable Mention: Melanie Mosher of 
Head Chezzetcook, NS, for Fire Pie Trout

Melanie has been writing since grade 
two. Her imagination keeps returning 
to children’s stories, but she’s written 
for adults as well. She is a graduate of 
the Nova Scotia Institute of Technology 
and Mt. St. Vincent University and a 
mother of two girls, who provide her 
with endless inspiration for her work. 

Honourable Mention: Margaret Williams 
of Marion Bridge, NS, for Blueberry Pie 
for “Christmas”

Brought up in the New England 
States, Margaret holds a BA in 
Art History, a Masters in Business 
Administration, and is also a Certified 
Public Accountant. Margaret has 
followed a path of jobs that interested 
her – from airlines, to horse sports, 
multimedia, and more. 

The Short Story Award
1st: Erna Buffie of Herring Cove, NS, for 

“Pearl”
Erna has worked in the documentary film 

industry as a writer and director for the past 
20 years. Many of her films have been made 
in co-production with the National Film 
Board and appeared on CBC TV’s Nature of 
Things and Witness, as well as Vision TV, 
Discovery and W. 

2nd: Amy Jones of Halifax, NS, for 
“The Ruby Barometer”

Although Amy has left her hometown 
Halifax many times, she always returns to 
the East Coast. She has an MA from the 
Drama Centre at the University of Toronto, 
and a diploma in creative writing from the 
Humber School for Writers, where her mentor 
was M.G. Vassanji.

3rd: Helena MacLean of Lunenburg, NS, for “Clothes to Die For”
Helena retired to Nova Scotia with her husband after 30 years in Fredericton. 

Several of her non-fiction pieces have aired on CBC Radio on Richardson’s Roundup, 
Take Five, and First Person Singular.

Honourable Mention: Keir Lowther of Stratford, PEI, for “Traffic Jam at Frosty Treat”
A native of Stratford, Prince Edward Island, Keir Lowther is currently studying 

creative writing at Humber College in Toronto.

Honourable Mention: Tom Marshall of Cornwall, PEI, for “The Study”
Tom is an academic professor at the Maritime Christian College where he teaches 

biblical studies. He has published an article in the Canadian Bird Journal, and one of 
his one-act plays won second prize in the 2003 Theatre PEI New Voices Contest. 

Honourable Mention: Judith Meyrick of Halifax, NS, for “The Tree House”
Judith Meyrick also received an honourable mention in Writing for Children. 

The Frog Hollow Books Poetry Prize
1st: Walter Lee of Saint John, NB, for 

“Is Hard When Fired”
Walter Lee works in International Student 

Recruitment at the University of New Brunswick in 
Saint John. Walter won an award for best poem in two 
consecutive editions of UNB’s VOX journal, and recently 
received an honourable mention in the 2003 Eric Hill 
Literary Award for Poetry. 

2nd: Christine McNair of Kentville, NS, 
for “Canadian Air Force”

Christine McNair has lived in Nova Scotia for six 
years. In September 2003 she began her studies in book 
conservation at West Dean College in Chichester, UK. A 
couple of Christine’s poems have appeared in The 
Antigonish Review and Fireweed.

Erna Buffie

Walter Lee

continued on page 20
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3rd: Laura Crawford of Greenwood, NS, 
for “Alphabet Cliques and a Mind/Body Leak”

Laura is an honours student in Sociology and English at 
Saint Francis Xavier University. An aspiring rhythm poet, she 
performs her playful but political poetry on a frequent basis, 
striving to spread laughter and thought wherever she goes. 

Honourable Mention: Sheilagh Guy Murphy of Saint John’s, NL, 
for “Three to Get Ready”

As an actor, Sheilagh has performed on stage across Canada, 
as well as in many CBC TV & Radio performances. She also 

writes a weekly column for the Newfoundland Herald. She 
won first prize in the Newfoundland Letters Competition and 
also the Atlantic Writing Competition Short Story Award last 
year. 

Honourable Mention Poetry: Joe Szostak of Brookside, NS, for 
“Open House”

Joseph was born in Germany, of Polish parents, and grew 
up in the US. He is a graduate of Antioch College and spent 
a term at the Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics in 
Boulder, Colorado. Joe makes a living as a journalist and a 
communications consultant.

The Magazine Article/Essay Award
1st: Munju Ravindra of 
Halifax, NS, for “Going Solo”

Munju holds a BSc in 
Biology and a Masters of 
Environmental Studies in 
Ecological Design. She is 
currently developing a 
manuscript based on her 
experiences living and 
working in a West African 
village 11 years ago. “Going 
Solo” is part of that effort. 

2nd: Angela Channer of Halifax, NS, for “Ready to Roll”
Born and raised in England, Angela lived and worked in 

Europe and Africa and later emigrated to Canada by sailing 
across the Atlantic in a nine-metre sailboat. She took her first 
writing class five years ago and hasn’t stopped since. 

3rd: Rob Luscombe of Dartmouth, NS, for “Coming Home”
When Rob was seven, his family moved from Toronto 

to St. John’s. He has written all his life and received a 
couple of honourable mentions in CBC writing contests. His 
15 seconds of fame came when Peter Gzowski read his letter 
on Morningside. n

The Digest
Saltmarsh Island Weekend Poetry Workshops
Phil Thompson is offering weekend poetry workshops 
this summer on Saltmarsh Island. There’s room for 5 
to 8 people, hostel style, and lots of space for tenting. 
Workshops run from Saturday to Sunday. Available 
dates are June 26th, July 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st, and 
August 7th and 14th. There are small boats, a kayak 
and a windsurfer for coastal meditiation. You must bring 
your own food and sleeping bag, to keep costs low, but 
return transportation over water is provided.

The workshops will focus on the poetry of our coastal 
world and teach people to edit their work, the way 
Louis Dudek taught Phil at McGill.

Fee is $50 per person. Contact Phil Thompson at 902- 
499-0365 or by email at philipkthompson@hotmail.com.

Book Continues
Mary Walsh, co-creator of This Hour Has 22 Minutes,  
returns for a second season of Open Book, her provocative 
weekly half-hour series airing Sundays at 11 p.m. on 
CBC-TV. 

Ardent, amicable, animated and audacious: in 
literature that’s alliteration, in life that’s Mary Walsh. 
Each week Mary welcomes high-profile guests to 
take a journey through the pages of some of the 
world’s most compelling literature. Still the comedienne 
extraordinaire, Mary is the catalyst for a lively discussion 
between such guests as television/journalist Diana Swain, 
actor Wendy Crewson, columnist Heather Mallick, poet/
novelist Sue Goyette, actor/playwright Greg Malone, 
author Spider Robinson, and many more. 

With Mary at the helm, the series is as informative, 
entertaining and unconventional as the novels being 
discussed. Open Book is a refreshing blend of intellect 
and humour seldom if ever seen on TV talk shows. It’s 
produced by Salter Street Films, an Alliance Atlantis 
Company in association with CBC Television. 

Change at M&S
Doug Pepper is the new president at McClelland & 
Stewart. He replaces Douglas Gibson who will remain 
with the company as publisher of his own imprint. 
Ellen Seligman, vice-president and fiction publisher, will 
continue to develop and direct M&S’s fiction list.

Born and raised in Toronto, Pepper joined Random 
House of Canada rising to Vice President and Editorial 
Director. In 1998, he moved to New York to become 
Vice President and Senior Editor at the Crown 
Publishing Group. 

Munju Ravindra



Mouthing Off at the Khyber 
KHG Mangement – a.k.a. Karen Hatcher and Heather 
Gibson of Word on the Street fame – are the new 
proprietors of the Khyber Club, and a reader-friendly 
pair they are. The red walls of the space on Barrington 
between Sackville and Blowers Streets in downtown 
Halifax are vibrant with art, and the hand-rubbed wood 
of the pine and birch bar glows in light reflected from the 
stage-end church windows. 

Monday night is set aside for writers to read and try 
out new work. Starting at 7 p.m., Mouthing Off offers 
a supportive venue for even the most tremulous. Many 
of the regulars at the Khyber are members of the Club, 
which makes for a warm and friendly atmosphere. If 
you’re interested in testing the waters, contact Heather at 
492-3278 or by email at hgibson@khgmanagement.ca.

Karen and Heather are also scheming the inaugural 
Halifax International Writers Festival for spring 2005. 
They envision the festival in a variety of venues in 
downtown Halifax, featuring three mainstage readings, 
a poetry bash, author’s presentations and workshops, 
a publishers’ panel, and festival brunch with keynote 
speakers. They hope to attract regional, national and 
international fiction, non-fiction, and children’s authors 
and poets. Information on the developing festival may be 
found at www.halifaxwritersfest.ca.

Little Sisters v. Big Brother
Little Sister’s Book & Art Emporium, Vancouver’s 
legendary gay and lesbian bookstore, has long fought for 
freedom of expression, to the point of taking Canada 
Customs to court. Little Sisters charged that by regularly 
seizing materials destined for the store and branding them 

“obscene,” the federal agency was guilty of harassment and 
infringement of free speech. 

In December 2000, the Supreme Court of Canada 
handed down a landmark decision in the case of Little 
Sisters Book and Art Emporium v. Canada, condemning the 
arbitrary and discretionary practices of Canada Customs 
and stating that the onus of proving that expressive 
material is obscene lies with Customs.

Little Sister’s battle against censorship continues. The 
bookstore recently filed an appeal against Canada 
Customs for prohibiting the importation of two adult 
comic books in the Meatmen series and two books by Larry 
Townsend. The comic books are anthologies of works 
by prominent gay artists. Larry Townsend is the foremost 
author in the genre of gay male leather/SM and widely 
acclaimed for his science fiction and historical novels.

It is the belief of the owners and staff of Little 
Sister’s that the books at issue do not involve the “undue 
exploitation of sex,” as that term is used in Canadian 

jurisprudence, and that they have unquestionable artistic 
merit, and therefore do not fit the definition of obscenity.

While the current case against Canada Customs will 
be the first “test case” since the Supreme Court’s ruling 
requiring the onus of proof by Canada Customs, it will go 
far beyond that. The legal challenge will also focus on the 
obscenity provision of the Criminal Code of Canada and 
whether or not that provision is constitutionally valid.

Little Sister’s has long carried the flag for all Canadians 
dedicated to protecting the right of free expression which 
is enshrined in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The 
costs associated with this litigation are enormous and Little 
Sister’s appreciates all support and contributions, both 
financial and in kind.

Little Sister’s is seeking support of WFNS members in 
this litigation in the form of “opinions” as to whether, 
as writers, the obscenity law constrains your craft. They 
invite any writer who is able and willing to assist 
to contact them to discuss how best you might 
contribute your voice in support of Little Sisters. You 
can contact: Mark Macdonald, Little Sister’s Book & 
Art Emporium 1238 Davie Street, Vancouver, BC V6E 
1N3, email: lsisters@lsisters.com Phone 604-669-1753 
Fax 604-685-0252. The Little Sisters website is 
www.littlesistersbookstore.com

Itchy for Laurels?
Ottawa is accepting applications for Parliamentary Poet 
Laureate. George Bowering who was appointed first PPL 
for a two-year term on November 8, 2002 is planning his 
retirement, and Richard Paré, Parliamentary Librarian is 
chairing a search committee to replace him.

The Act that created the position stipulates that the 
PPL may: write poetry, especially for use in Parliament 
on occasions of state; give advice to the Parliamentary 
Librarian regarding the collection of the Library and 
acquisitions to enrich its cultural holdings; and perform 
such other related duties as are requested by either the 
Speaker or the Parliamentary Librarian.

The job pays a taxable stipend of $12,000 annually 
with a maximum of $10,000 for reimbursement of 
domestic travel and living expenses. The applicant must 
have a substantial publication history (including poetry) 
displaying literary excellence; have made a contribution 
to the writing community; be an accomplished writer 
who has influenced other writers; have written work 
reflecting Canada and be a Canadian resident. There was 
also an indication when the position was created that it 
would alternate between French and English authors. Send 
applications to: Library of Parliament, Room 668-S, Centre 
Block, Ottawa K1A 0A9 or by email to parer@parl.gc.ca 
by June 14. n

Eastword May/June 2004 Page 21 



Page 22 Eastword May/June 2004

Markets, etc.
Mention of a market or competition in 
this column does not imply endorsement 
by WFNS. For those without Internet 
access or a computer, there are public 
access computer sites available in public 
libraries throughout the province.

q The Drue Heinz Literature 
Prize: University of Pittsburgh Press, 
3400 Forbes Ave., 5th Floor Eureka 
Bldg., Pittsburgh, PA 15260 
(www.pitt.edu/~press/BIP/ 
DrueHeinz. html) Accepting 
submissions of short fiction 
collections from May 1 to June 
30 postmark. Winner receives 
$15,000 US and publication by the 
University of Pittsburgh Press under 
its standard contract. Writers do 
not have to be US citizens, but 
must have published a book-length 
collection of fiction or a minimum 
of three short stories or novellas. 
Manuscripts must be between 150 
and 300 typed pages (double-spaced) 
and may be a combination of 
one or more novellas and short 
stories. Stories or novellas previously 
published in book form as part of 
an anthology are eligible. Include a 
literary CV and two cover pages: 
one with name, address, email and 
phone number, and a second listing 
only the manuscript title. Detailed 
information on website. Mss not 
returned.

q Matrix looks at Modern 
Nomads: Modern Nomads, c/o 
Oana Avasilichioaei, Matrix, 1400 
de Maisonneuve W, LB 502, 
Montreal, QC, H3G 1M8. (http:/
/alcor.concordia.ca/~matrix/) 
Deadline July 1. The issue will 
translate the dictionary definition 
of nomad, “a member of a people 
roaming from place to place for food 
or fresh pasture, [or] a wanderer,” 
into a contemporary context. Text 

or artwork that addresses all types 
of modern nomads, such as the 
artistic, the literary, the Internet, the 
gypsy, the political, the cultural, the 
business , the spiritual, the love 
nomad, etc. Nomadic by choice or 
force, nomadic aspects of people, 
objects or ideas. Articles, personal 
essays, poetry, interviews, reviews, 
(under 2,500 words), photography, 
graphic art, drawings, cartoons, 
etc., that are humorous, serious, 
innovative, exploratory, etc. Send 
e-submissions to oana@inorbit.com. 

q Quick Fiction: JP Press, 50 
Evergreen Street, Unit 25, Jamaica 
Plain, MA 02130 (www.quickfiction. 
org). Short stories between 25 and 
500 words. Pays in copies. “Looking 
for stories and narrative prose 
poems that, in the space of a single 
page, set a scene for characters to 
confront conflict. These stories and 
poems creep up, or slam fast. They 
pack a variety of literary devices 
to tell a succinct story in a few 
paragraphs.” Send up to 5 pieces. 

q Diagram: (www.thediagram.com) 
a 4-year-old electronic journal of 
text and art edited by Ander 
Monson in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Looking for interesting text, images, 
sounds, and new media. “As our 
name indicates, we’re interested 
in representations. In naming. In 
indicating. In schematics. In the 
labelling and taxonomy of things. In 
poems that masquerade as stories; 
in stories that disguise themselves 
as indices or obituaries.... We value 
the insides of things, vivisection, 
urgency, risk, elegance, flamboyance, 
work that moves us, language 
that does something new, or does 
something old – well. We like 
iteration and reiteration. Ruins 
and ghosts. Mechanical, moving 
parts, balloons, and frenzy. Buzz 
us. We want art and writing 

that demonstrates interaction; the 
processes of things, both inner and 
outer; how certain functions are 
accomplished; how things become. 
How they expire. How they move or 
churn, or stand.”

q Tiferet: A Journal of Spiritual 
Literature PO Box 659, Peapack, 
New Jersey 07977-0659 
(www.tiferetjournal.com) “An 
ecumenical publication dedicated 
to revealing and celebrating Spirit 
through the Written Word. We 
intend to publish writings from 
many faiths, embracing their 
distinctions and bridging their 
differences.” Fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry. Submit 1 story, 1 essay, or up 
to 6 poems at a time. Pays in copies.

q Blackbird: An Online Journal 
of Literature and the Arts 
(www.blackbird.vcu.edu) Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
Department of English, PO Box 
843082, Richmond, VA 23284-3082. 
Published twice a year. Does not 
read material from May 15 to August 
15. Send one prose piece or 
two to six poems at a time. In 
prose looks primarily for short 
stories, but occasionally publishes 
personal essays/memoirs. Novel 
excerpts are acceptable if self-
contained. Responds in 3 to 5 
months. Payment on publication. 
Detailed guidelines on website. 

q The Missouri Review: 1507 
Hillcrest Hall, University of Missouri, 
Columbia, MO 65211 
(www.missourireview.com) Poetry, 
fiction and non-fiction of general 
interest. Pays $30 per printed page. 
Guidelines on website.
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Contests
Blind Judging = writer’s name must 
not appear on manuscript. Include 
a separate cover sheet listing your 
name, address, email, phone number, 
title of entry, word count, category. 

q Atlantic Provinces/Quebec 
Mystery/Crime Short Story 
Contest: c/o Crime Writers of 
Canada, PO Box 4816, Rothesay NB  
E2E 5X5. Deadline June 31 postmark. 
Entry fee: $10. Open to all writers, 
published and unpublished, in the 
Atlantic provinces and Quebec. The 
only content stipulation is that your 
story involve a crime. All else is 
left to your creativity. Prizes: 1st 
$300; 2nd $100; 3rd $50 plus 1-year 
membership in Crime Writers of 
Canada for all 3 winners. Stories 
must be original, unpublished, 2,000 
to 2,500 words. Blind judging. 
Include a 25-50 word bio sketch 
with cover sheet. Mss not returned. 
Winners announced in mid July.

q  Great Canadian Literary Hunt: 
c/o THIS Magazine 401 Richmond 
St. W., Suite 396, Toronto, ON 
M5V 3A8 (www.thismagazine.ca). 
Deadline: July 1 postmark. Entry fee: 
$20 for 1 piece of fiction or 2 
poems (includes 1 yr sub). Original, 
unpublished poems up to 100 lines 
and short stories up to 5,000 words. 
First prize in each category $1,000 
plus publication. 2nd and 3rd place 
will also be published. Blind judging.  
Mss not returned. Include SASE for 
list of winners.

q  Great Blue Heron Poetry 
Contest: The Antigonish Review 
Contest, Box 5000, St. Francis Xavier 
University, Antigonish, NS B2G 
2W5 (www.antigonishreview.com) 
Deadline: June 30 postmark. Entry 
fee: $25 (includes 1-year sub). Poems 
on any subject matter. Total entry not 

NS Talent Trust deadlines
Is there a fall writing workshop on 
your to do list? The next deadline 
for the Nova Scotia Talent Trust 2004 
scholarship program is June 1. This is 
for applicants beginning or continuing 
a program of study from September 
through December; and October 15 for 
those who plan to study from December 
through April.

The Trust provides financial 
assistance to Nova Scotians who 
demonstrate exceptional potential and 
who are committed to establishing 
themselves in film/video, literary arts, 
performing arts, or visual arts. 
Adjudicated by a panel of arts 
and teaching professionals, the Trust 
gives priority to applicants not yet 
established in their chosen fields who 
are undertaking programs of study that 
will advance their artistic development.  
Applications forms and information 
about the Trust and its scholarship 
program may be obtained by calling 
(902) 424-4442 or check their website 
(www.nstalenttrust.ns.ca). n

to exceed 4 pages. Maximum 150 
lines. Entry can be one longer poem, 
or several shorter poems. Prizes: 
1st $800, 2nd $500, 3rd $300 third 
prize and publication. Send only 
original, previously unpublished 
material (that has not been accepted 
for publication elsewhere). Blind 
judging. 

q 2nd annual Sean O’Faolain 
Short Story Competition: Munster 
Literature Centre, Frank O’Connor 
House, 84 Douglas St., Cork, Ireland. 
Open to writers who have not yet 
published a book-length work of 
adult fiction in English. Deadline 
July 31 postmark. First prize £1,500 
and publication, second prize £500 
and publication. Open to 
unpublished short stories in English 
up to 3,000 words. Entry fee £10 
or $10 US. Details on website 
(www.munsterlit.ie then click on 
competitions).  

q Samuel French Canadian 
Playwrights Competition: 
Deadline September 30. Samuel 
French (Canada) Ltd., play publishers 
and authors’ representatives, is 
sponsoring their annual competition 
open to all Canadian playwrights. 
Looking for original, unpublished 
full-length stage plays. The winning 
play will received publication and 
representation from Samuel French. 
Application form necessary, Samuel 
French (Canada) Ltd., 100 Lombard 
St., Toronto, ON M5C 1M3, 
416-363-8417.

q  TWUC’s Short Prose 
Competition for Developing 
Writers: SPC, The Writers’ Union 
of Canada, 90 Richmond St. East, 
Suite 200, Toronto, ON, M5C 1P1. 
Deadline November 3 postmark. 
Entry fee: $25/entry. $2,500 prize 
and possible publication. Open to 
Canadians not published in book 

format and who do not have a book 
contract. Unpublished non-fiction 
and fiction, up to 2500 words, in 
English. Blind judging. Manuscripts 
not returned. Details on website 
(www.writersunion.ca).

q The Missouri Review Editors’ 
Prize Contests: 13th annual Editors’ 
Prize in Fiction & Essay and 7th 
annual Larry Levis Editors’ Prize 
in Poetry. $2,000 each for fiction, 
poetry and essay. Deadline October 
15 postmark. Entry fee $15 (includes 
mag subscription). Up to 25 typed, 
double-spaced pages for fiction 
and non-fiction. Poetry entries – 
any number of poems up to 
10 pages. Detailed guidelines on 
website (www.missourireview.com/
info/contestguidelines.php)




