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Dames dazzle . . . 
Kimber sizzles
The word is out. Seventeen 
remarkable books by Atlantic 
writers have been shortlisted for 
this year’s Atlantic Book Awards. 
Three astonishing novels by three 
remarkable women – Christy 
Ann Conlin with Heave, Sue 
Goyette with Lures, and Donna 
Morrissey with Downhill Chance 
– vie for the $10,000 Thomas 
Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize. 
Stephen Kimber’s Sailors, Slackers 
and Blind Pigs has scored a hat-
trick with three nominations 
– Dartmouth Book Award, 
Booksellers’ Choice Award and 
Evelyn Richardson Award.  

Book Week will be launched in Halifax at City Hall 
at noon on May 12.  Mayor Peter Kelley will welcome 
Joanne Taylor and Susan Tooke as they introduce 200 
school children to the wonder of Full Moon Rising 
(Tundra).  Readings and celebrations will characterize a 
week that culminates in the Awards Ceremony on Friday, 
May 16 from 4 to 6 at Alderney Theatre in Dartmouth. 

Details of programming for the week are being final-
ized as Eastword goes to press. For up-to-the-minute infor-
mation, visit our Web site (www.writers.ns.ca). All events 

and programming are free of charge thanks to the support 
of the Canada Council for the Arts . . . don’t miss a 
word . . . join us!
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Atlantic Book Awards nominees 
The Thomas Head Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award
This award which debuted in 1991 as a $1,000 prize has grown to $10,000, and 
is the largest writing prize in Atlantic Canada. This year’s nominees are:

Christy Ann Conlin, Heave 
Doubleday Canada ISBN 0-385-65807-9

Heave explores the joys and agonies of family, 
of what one generation inherits from the next, and 
how the past is inevitably linked to the present. 
Seraphina Sullivan – a 21-year-old party girl from 
rural Nova Scotia – longs for the world. From 
the pastoral countryside of the Maritimes to urban 
bars in London, England, and through a mental 
hospital ward and rehab centre, Serrie embarks 
upon a journey of self-discovery. The story begins 
as Serrie bolts from her wedding day and tries 
to understand what has brought her to this 
moment. Memories loop throughout the book as 
she searches for equilibrium.

First-time novelist Christy Ann Conlin has worked as a seasonal fruit picker, 
a factory worker, an antiques sales clerk, a teacher, a researcher, and a science 
grant writer. She is a graduate of the MFA program in creative writing at UBC. 
Conlin lives in Halifax and in Turner’s Brook.

This book was also shortlisted for the Dartmouth Book Award for Fiction. 

Sue Goyette, Lures 
HarperCollins ISBN 0-002-00506-9

Lures is a story of two families, of growing 
up in a small town in Quebec, of love and 
secrets. Seventeen-year old Grace often finds 
herself locked out of her own house. Sheila, 
her mother, spends endless hours sterilizing the 
plastic-encased surfaces of their immaculate home. 
Her brother Gary squints at life through a 
haze of pot smoke, while Les, her father, finds 
instant gratification in buying an endless parade 
of gadgets. Lily’s family, though torn by its 
own conflicts, seems like a harbour of love and 
acceptance to Grace who tries to escape the 
turmoil of her own background. Like watching 
the world through a pair of binoculars, as Lily’s brother Curtis does in the 
novel, Goyette offers a close-up view of the seemingly ordinary lives of several 
people to reveal their secrets, fears and longings.

Sue Goyette is the author of the Governor-General’s-Award-nominated 
poetry collection, The True Names of Birds. Sue was raised in Montreal and now 
lives in Cole Harbour with her family.

continued on page 3
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Donna Morrissey, Downhill Chance 
Penguin Canada ISBN 0-14-303360-3

The world of Downhill 
Chance, familiar yet exotic, 
is a pair of utterly remote 
outport communities in pre-
Confederation Newfoundland. 
Set in the bleak years during 
and after the Second World 
War, the narrative revolves 
around two families, the 
Osmonds and Gales, both 
burdened by scars, sorrows 
and secrets – terrible, 
unspeakable secrets. This 
unique novel blends 
melodrama, gritty realism and a flair for the comic. At its 
core is the unraveling of secrets -– and the redemption the 
truth ultimately brings to the people who inhabit these 
pages so memorably.

Donna Morrissey, the author of award-winning Kit’s 
Law, left her birthplace The Beaches, a small outport on 
the west coast of Newfoundland, when she was 16. She 
lived in various parts of Canada before returning to St. 
John’s, where she graduated from Memorial University. 
She now lives in Halifax.

Atlantic Independent Booksellers’ Choice 
Award
The Atlantic Independent Booksellers’ Choice Award 
joined the Atlantic Writing Awards two years ago. The 
finalists are:

Wayne Johnston, 
The Navigator of New York
Doubleday Canada ISBN 0-385-50823-9

Set against the background 
of the tumultuous rivalry 
between Lieutenant Peary and 
Dr. Cook to get to the 
North Pole at the beginning of 
the 20th century, this is the 
story of a young man’s quest 
for his origins. Devlin Stead’s 
father, an Arctic explorer, 
stops returning home at the 
end of his voyages and 
announces he is moving to 
New York; eventually he is 
declared missing from an expedition. His mother meets an 
untimely death by drowning shortly after. Caught up in 

continued on page 4

the mystery of who his parents really were, at the age of 
20 Devlin sails to New York, where he becomes protégé 
to Dr. Cook, eventually accompanying him on his epic 
race to reach the Pole before the arch-rival Peary. This 
trip will plunge Devlin into worldwide controversy – and 
decide his fate.

Born in Newfoundland in 1958, Wayne Johnston is 
the author of several award-winning novels. His third 
book, The Divine Ryans, won the Thomas Raddall Atlantic 
Fiction Prize and was adapted into a film. The Colony 
of Unrequited Dreams, Johnston’s fifth novel, in 1998 was 
shortlisted for the most prestigious fiction awards in 
Canada, the Governor General’s Award and the Giller 
Prize, the Stephen Leacock Award for Humour and the 
Rogers Communication Writers Trust Fiction Prize; it 
won the Thomas Raddall Atlantic Fiction Prize and the 
Canadian Authors Association Award for Fiction. His 
first non-fiction book, Baltimore’s Mansion, was a national 
bestseller and won the inaugural Charles Taylor Prize for 
Literary Non-Fiction.

Stephen Kimber, 
Sailors, Slackers and Blind Pigs
Doubleday Canada 
ISBN 0-385-25993-X

In May 1945, while other Canadians celebrated the 
Allied victory in Europe with parades and fireworks, 
Halifax erupted in a riot. The 
2-day orgy of boozing, looting, 
window-smashing, dancing in 
the streets, public fornication 
and mindless mayhem not 
only tore the city apart but 
also finally ripped the lid 
off six years of mounting 
frustration and anger. This 
is the untold story of why 
the infamous VE-Day riots 
really happened: how 
overcrowding, privation, 
entrenched paternalism and the inevitable tensions of a 
city at war transformed a sleepy port city into a powder 
keg waiting for a spark, and how an admiral’s pride 
provided the match that set it off. Drawing on interviews 
and primary sources ranging from local government and 
military archives to personal diaries, Kimber recreates life 
in Halifax during the Second World War.

Director of the School of Journalism at the University 
of King’s College in Halifax, Stephen Kimber is an award-
winning writer, editor and broadcaster. He is the author 
of five non-fiction books, including the bestselling Flight 
111: The Tragedy of the Swissair Crash. 
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Donna Morrissey, Downhill Chance
Penguin Canada ISBN 0-14-303360-3

This book was also shortlisted for the Thomas Head 
Raddall Atlantic Fiction Award.

Atlantic Poetry Prize 
The finalists for the 6th annual Atlantic Poetry Prize are:

Brian Bartlett, The Afterlife of Trees
McGill-Queen’s University 
Press
ISBN 0-7735-1910-6
Brian Bartlett’s poems, both 
pithy and expansive, bridge 
nature and human society, 
humour and elegy. Ranging 
from Buster Keaton films to 
a miniature Taj Mahal, from 
a celebration of sloths to 
an ironic look at the new 
millennium, from an urban 
garden to a ferry at sea, these 
poems tell stories and sing, question, and praise.

Born in St. Stephen, New Brunswick, Brian Bartlett 
writes poetry, fiction, and non-fiction and teaches creative 
writing and literature at Saint Mary’s University in Halifax. 
His previous collections include Granite Erratics and Under-
water Carpentry.

Anne Compton, Opening the Island
Fitzhenry & Whiteside
ISBN 1-55041-638-3

Opening the Island is the 
highly anticipated first book 
of poetry by one of Canada’s 
most lyrical voices. Always 
critical, often iconographic, 
Anne Compton plumbs the 
classic themes of life, art, 
love, and home which are 
masterfully reshaped into a 
contemporary landscape rich 
in colour and folds of 
metaphor. The result is a 
rhythm of expression, a texture 
and critique that weaves through the day-to-day, yet 
strikes toward the transcendental.

Writer and literary critic Anne Compton teaches Eng-
lish at the University of New Brunswick in Saint John. She 
is the author of A.J.M. Smith: Canadian Metaphysical and The 
Edge of Home: Milton Acorn from the Island.

Robert Moore, So Rarely in Our Skins
The Muses’ Company/J. Gordon Shillingford
ISBN 1-896239-89-7

What happens when Icarus 
joins the circus, Orestes has 
trouble with a credit 
application, and Frankenstein’s 
monster hires a private 
investigator? In So Rarely in Our 
Skins, classical and pop culture 
collide as Robert Moore turns 
his witty and ironic eye on 
everything from art history and 
fairy tales to gender relations 
and the true meaning of 
wristwatches.

Robert Moore has worked as an actor, director, editor 
and critic. The author of a dozen plays, including Rougher 
Magic, his poems have appeared in numerous journals, 
including Descant, Wascana Review, Prairie Fire, and The 
Fiddlehead. He teaches English at the University of New 
Brunswick.

Ann Connor Brimer Award
The 12th annual Ann Connor Brimer Award for Chil-
dren’s Literature, which is sponsored by the Nova Scotia 
Library Association, joined forces with WFNS four years 
ago. The finalists are:

Lesley Choyce, Shoulder the Sky
Dundurn Press ISBN 1-55002-415-9

Sixteen-year-old Martin 
Emerson surprises his friends 
and family when he shows 
no reaction to the death of 
his mother. Instead, he creates 
a wildly popular website 
as a forum to share his 
intellectual musings with the 
world. Shoulder the Sky is 
a rarity among young adult 
fiction, in that it challenges 
the reader with philosophical 
thought and complex observations through the voice of 
its narrator, Martin. The book is enthralling, with fully 
developed, dynamic characters and a plot that will keep 
the reader turning the pages far into the night.

Lesley Choyce is one of Canada’s most prolific writers. 
A resident of East Lawrencetown, he has published more 
that 50 books of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and won 
several awards for his work. 
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Robert Rayner, Walker’s Runners

James Lorimer & Co. Ltd.
ISBN 1-55028-762-1

Toby Morton hates school, but 
he hates gym even more. The 
other kids always make fun of 
him because he’s overweight, and 
Toby retaliates by making sure 
his team always loses. Then Mr. 
Walker arrives at the school 
and asks Toby to join his new 
running team. Is he crazy? Toby 
doesn’t even like walking, let 
alone running. Does Mr. Walker really think he can 
make Toby into an athlete?

Robert Rayner is an elementary school principal in St. 
George, New Brunswick. This is his first novel.

Joanne Taylor, Full Moon Rising
Tundra Books ISBN 0-88776-548-3

Through the centuries 
people have measured time 
by the phases of the moon. 
From January’s Wolf Moon to 
December’s Long-Night Moon, 
Joanne Taylor introduces the 
names of each full moon 
in a gentle narrative that 
follows the rhythms of a farm 
family’s life. Folklore and 
real life blend in a beautiful 
new book about the seasons. 
The lyrical text is perfectly complemented by Susan 
Tooke’s gorgeous paintings.

Winner of the 2000 Joyce Barkhouse Prize for 
Children’s Writing, Joanne Taylor has freelanced as a 
writer and broadcaster. Writing for children has been 
her main interest for several years. Full Moon Rising is 
her first book.

Dartmouth Book Awards
The Dartmouth Book Awards Steering Committee 

joined WFNS and the NS Library Association four years 
ago to plan Atlantic Book Week. Shortlisted for the 
Dartmouth Book Awards for Fiction and Non-Fiction 
are:

Dartmouth Book Award – Fiction

Christy Ann Conlin, 
Heave
Doubleday
ISBN 0-385-65807-9.

This book was also 
shortlisted for the Thomas 
Head Raddall Atlantic 
Fiction Award. 

Sheldon Currie, Down the Coaltown Road
Key Porter ISBN 1-55263-482-5.

Poignant and comic by turns, Down the Coaltown Road 
is a captivating novel about 
the human heart and the 
redemptive power of love. 
Set in a small coal mining 
town in Cape Breton at 
the beginning of World 
War II, the book dramatizes 
an almost forgotten event 
in Canadian history. After 
Mussolini took Italy into the 
war on the side of Hitler 
in June 1940, Italian men 
in Canada were rounded up 
and interned in camps some 
for as long as three years. In Coaltown, that drama plays 
out among a cast of memorable and finely wrought 
characters.

Sheldon Currie taught English at St. Francis Xavier 
University and was the fiction editor of The Antigonish 
Review. He now writes full time. The film Margaret’s 
Museum is based on one of his short stories and includes 
episodes from several other pieces of his work. Currie 
has published two collections of short stories and two 
previous novels, The Company Store and The Glace Bay 
Miners’ Museum.
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Beatrice MacNeil, Butterflies 
Dance in the Dark
Key Porter 
ISBN 1-55263-474-4

Set in an Acadian village 
on Cape Breton Island in the 
1950s, Butterflies Dance in the 
Dark is the haunting tale of a 
child’s innocence, a mother’s 
bitter legacy and the transform-
ing power of a young woman’s 
love. Mari-Jen Delene and her 
twin brothers are their mother 
Adele’s mortal sins: all are illegitimate. At school, the 
letters and numbers jump around and will not stay on the 
page, and it’s hard for Mari-Jen to read or write or answer 
the questions of a Mother Superior with little sympathy 
for an illegitimate child. Mari-Jen slips into a protective 
limbo of silence. Around Mari-Jen revolves a cast of finely 
drawn characters: her mother, whose sins now have voices 
and souls of their own; her powerfully intelligent twin 
brothers, who sleep beside a stolen map of the world they 
yearn to explore; Daniel Peter, a Polish Jew who becomes 
her teacher; and a willful Mother Superior who teaches 
lessons that are powerfully remembered. Each step in 
Mari-Jen’s journey to adulthood is marked by her ability 
to re-establish her dialogue with the outside world.

Beatrice MacNeil has written 10 plays, four of which 
have won awards, and two have been adapted for CBC 
Radio. Her short story collection, The Moonlight Skater, 
won the 1994 Dartmouth Book Award. Of Acadian and 
Scottish descent, MacNeil grew up in Lower L’Ardoise and 
currently makes her home in Cape Breton. This is her 
debut novel.

Dartmouth Book Award (Non-Fiction)
John Griffith Armstrong 
The Halifax Explosion and the 
Royal Canadian Navy 
UBC Press ISBN 0-7748-
0890-X

Astonishingly, until now 
nobody had consulted the 
federal government archives 
to make the Halifax 
Explosion of 1917 the subject 
of a sustained analytical 
history. Armstrong reveals 
Canada’s recently established 
navy’s compelling and little-
known story at the epicentre of the crisis, by carefully 

retracing the events preceding the disaster and the role 
of the military in its aftermath. He catches the pulse 
of disaster response in offical Ottawa and provides a 
compelling analysis of the legal manoeuvres, rhetoric, 
blunders, public controversy, and crisis management that 
ensued. His disturbing conclusion is that federal officials 
knew of potential dangers in the harbour before the 
explosion, took no corrective action, and kept the 
information from the public. As a result, a Halifax naval 
officer was made a scapegoat and the navy received lasting, 
and mostly undeserved, villification.

John Griffith Armstrong is a retired officer who taught 
history at the Royal Military College of Canada. He was 
part of the team at the Department of National Defence’s 
Directorate of History that wrote volume 3 of The Official 
History of the RCAF.

John N. Grant, The Maroons in Nova Scotia
Formac) ISBN 0-88780-569-8.

Many Black Nova Scotians are 
proud to claim ancestry from a 
group of Jamaican Maroons who 
were exiled to Nova Scotia in 
1796. Six hundred men, women 
and children from Trelawny 
Town, Jamaica, were deported on 
the pretext that they had broken 
a peace treaty with the British 
colonial government. Once in 
Nova Scotia, attempts by Governor 
John Wentworth and two Maroon superintendents to 
establish permanent communities were thwarted by 
racial and cultural tensions, including the hostility and 
indifference of British and Nova Scotian authorities. For 
the first time, historical record and modern research have 
been combined to give a substantial picture of the Maroons 
in Nova Scotia.

John N. Grant is a member of the School of Education 
at St. Francis Xavier University. His many publications 
include Black Nova Scotians and The Immigration and 
Settlement of the Black Refugees of the War of 1812 in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick.

Stephen Kimber, Sailors, Slackers and Blind Pigs
Doubleday Canada ISBN 0-385-25993-X

This book was also shortlisted for the Atlantic 
Independent Booksellers’ Choice Award and the Evelyn 
Richardson Prize for Non-Fiction.

continued on page 7
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Evelyn Richardson Prize for Non-Fiction
Nominated for the 26th annual Evelyn Richardson Prize 
for Non-Fiction are:

Dan Falk, Universe on a T-Shirt
Viking Canada ISBN 0-670-04335-4

No scientific quest is as 
compelling as the search for 
the key to understanding the 
universe: the elusive unified 

“Theory of Everything,” a 
theory so concise it could fit 
on a t-shirt. Dan Falk places 
the intriguing story of the 
search for a unified theory in 
its historical context, tracing 
the quest from ancient Greece, 
to the breakthroughs of 
Newtown, Maxwell and 
Einstein, to string theory and 
today’s efforts to merge quantum theory with general 
relativity. Falk’s accessible approach is ideal for readers 
who are intrigued by advances in modern physics, but 
who still wonder what theoretical physicists are searching 
for, and why.

Dan Falk is an award-winning science writer and 
broadcaster. His work has appeared in the National Post, 
The Globe and Mail, The Boston Globe, The Independent, and 
New Scientist. A regular contributor to CBC Radio’s Ideas 
and Quirks and Quarks, he has been heard on BBC 
Radio, Radio Netherlands and The Discovery Channel. 
His awards include the American Institute of Physics’ 
1999 Science Writing Award in Physics and Astronomy 
for his radio documentary, “From Empedocles to Einstein.” 
He lives in Toronto.

Michael Harris, Con Game
McClelland & Stewart ISBN 0-7710-3961-1

Canada’s federal prison system is in a state of crisis. 
Prisoners  run their own world, one of power struggles, 
drug and alcohol  rackets, forced sex, and murder. At 
comfortable “Club Feds,” many of them enjoy amenities 
they never knew on the outside. Meanwhile, shadowy 
bureaucrats issue edicts that often favour prisoners’ rights 
over those of their victims and the very people who 
guard them every day. Michael Harris takes readers 
behind the walls of prisons across the country to show 
what a typical day is like for inmates, and what it’s like 
for the guards who must reconcile official policy with the 
brutal facts of prison life.

Michael Harris won the 
1995 Arthur Ellis Award 
for best true crime book 
for The Prodigal Husband: The 
Tragedy of Helmuth and Hannah 
Buxbaum. He hosts his own 
radio program, “Michael 
Harris Live,” on CFRA in 
Ottawa. His previous books 
include Justice Denied: The 
Law versus Donald Marshall, 
Unholy Orders: Tragedy at 
Mount Cashel, Rare Ambition: 
The Crosbies of Newfoundland, 
and Lament for an Ocean: The Collapse of the Atlantic 
Cod Fishery. To date, his work has sparked four royal 
commissions of inquiry. He lives in Lunenburg with his 
wife and daughter.

Stephen Kimber, 
Sailors, Slackers and Blind 
Pigs
Doubleday Canada 
ISBN 0-385-25993-X

This book was also 
shortlisted for the Atlantic 
Independent Booksellers’ 
Choice Award and the 
Dartmouth Book Award for 
Non-Fiction. 

Atlantic Writing Awards Ceremony – May 16, 4 p.m.
The winners will be announced at the Atlantic Writing 
Awards Ceremony, 4 p.m., Friday, May 16 at Alderney 
Landing Theatre, 2 Ochterloney Street, Dartmouth. 
Shortlisted books are available at good book stores 
throughout the region and the country. Celebrate Book 
Week by investing in one of these excellent books. n
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n Racked: members’ work appearing 
in the exuberant evanescence of 
e-signals, journals and mags crossing 
your editor’s desk into the Fed 
Reference Library (open 9:30 to 
4:30 Monday through Friday for 
your attention and approbation): 
Joey Fitzpatrick multiplying his 
numeracy skills in the Chronicle 
Herald’s financial section; capitalizing 
on feedback from the judges at the 
Atlantic Writing Competition last 
year, Kristin Domm did one further 
revision and sold her gardening 
article, ‘Till It and They Will 
Come’, to Saltscapes. The issue also 
included a most constructive primer 
on twig furniture, ‘The Romance of 
Rustic’ by Kate Langan, a look at 
Mi-Carême masks by Jodi DeLong 
and musings on bluenose longevity 
from Harry Bruce; ‘Is there a poet 
in the house? A handbook for users’ 
is Lorri Neilsen’s prose reflection 
in The Antigonish Review, where 
you’ll also enjoy Ian Colford’s essay 
‘John Cheever’s Ascendant Voice’; 
the indefatigable Betty Dobson saw 
three of her poems published in 
Sol Magazine in Feburary; Carol 
Bruneau crafted her gophering 
experience at St. George’s Hot Meals 
program into a look at the reality 
of hunger in Halifax for us all via 
the Herald; heady stuff to have your 
story appear – complete – on the 
pages of the National Post’s Arts & 
Life section, adjacent to pics of the 
PM and Avril Lavigne at the Junos ... 
that’s just what happened with Mary 
Jane Copps’ contribution to Dropped 
Threads 2 ... an exclusive excerpt for 
the book which will be launched in 
Halifax at the YWCA on May 14; 
D. Ray Pierce covers the first Sobey 
Art Awards in Arts Atlantic while 
Alice Burdick has ‘Hungry Eyes’ for 
‘Posers’ on the review pages; two 

Who’s doing what
of Julie MacManus’s recent poems 
have found their way into Dal’s 
annual journal; Lindsay Marshall’s 
poem, ‘Clay Pots and Bones’ will be 
featured in Nelson’s new Anthology 
of English Literature; Discovery Trails 
Magazine recently featured an article 
from Theresa Perrin; ‘Travels of 
the Watch’ by Brian Bartlett 
graces Arc’s 25th anniversary issue; 
Hilton McCully’s tribute to singer 
Aselin Debison appeared in Island 
Quarterly; Fifty Plus features a brief 
from Shelley Cameron-McCarron 
on baby-boomers and motorcycle 
tourism in their current issue.

n Championship Season: Nail 
Builders Plan for Strength and Growth 
and Kathy Mac have been 
shortlisted for the Gerald Lampert 
Award which recognizes the best 
first book of poetry published by 
a Canadian writer in the preceding 
year. Eastword can’t resist quoting 
the prescient judges on Kathy’s 
first collection: “This book of 
impressive breadth and reach is a 
deft and wonderfully executed mix 
of intellect and art. These wry 
and witty poems display a richness 
and range of physical forms that 
make their structural leaps in a 
unique and engaging voice...These 
are poems to really bite into and 
ruminate over space and time.” 
Christy Ann Conlin and Heave 
are shortlisted for the Amazon.ca/
Books in Canada First Novel award 
which comes with a grand prize of 
$5,000 as well as providing each of 
the six nominees with a $500 credit 
at Amazon.ca; 

n Launch Pad Lift-offs: Alison 
Smith is celebrating her second 
poetry collection, Six Mats & One 
Year, in exquisite release from 

Gaspereau Press and launched in 
style at the Wolfville Library during 
April; Lorri Neilsen will soar with 
All the Perfect Disguises which will 
be toasted during the League of 
Canadian Poets’ May meeting in 
Ottawa; Don MacLean is casting 
for a championship with the release 
of Discover Nova Scotia Sportfishing 
(Nimbus) which is much, much more 
than a guide, including fish tales and 
fly ties and tips which offer anglers 
the best chance of success; always in 
training, Lesley Choyce continues 
in energetic launch mode with Sea of 
Tranquility, his latest novel out from 
Simon & Pierre; Wanting the Day 
(Goose Lane Editions) brings together 
highlights from Brian Bartlett’s six 
earlier volumes and will have Brian 
being launched from Halifax to 
Montreal to southern Ontario in the 
coming month; Stephen Mahar is 
relishing the launch of The Hungry 
Critic: A Reliable Guide to Restaurants 
and Cafés in Nova Scotia served up 
with spring panache by Nimbus 
Publishing; Kristin Domm makes 
the perfect seasonal contribution 
with The Hatchling’s Journey, her 
new novel for young people set in 
Kejimkujik introducing a Blanding’s 
turtle and illustrated by Jeff Domm 
(Nimbus); Carole Langille will be 
feted at the Spring Garden Road 
Library in May with her newest 
collection, Late In A Slow Time 
(Mansfield Press), with a reprise 
launch at the Lunenburg Library on 
June 6. 

n May 3 has taken on new 
significance for Ami McKay. Her 
radio documentary, Daughter of 
Family G, is one of three finalists for 
an Atlantic Journalism Award in the 
feature writing category, and has also 
been nominated for a Gabriel Award.

continued on page 9



a conference at the Chateau Laurier 
in Ottawa and at an Aboriginal 
Conference in Charlottetown.

n Peggy Armstrong put the longest 
winter on record to good use, 
completing work on a full-length 
play which will be staged in 2005 to 
commemorate the 400th anniversary 
of the founding of Port Royal.

n CBC Radio-One continues as 
harbour home for Nova Scotia’s 
writers – from Michael Haynes 
encouraging peripatetic ways on 
Information Morning, to Budge 
Wilson’s short stories being rounded 
up by Bill Richardson, to Shauntay 
Grant facing off with poets from 
across the country.

n Working with a group of young 
writers can be a challenge. It’s one 
that suits Andrew Safer who has 
just emerged from a third round 
working with a dozen or so “youth 
in care” to put together a newsletter 
that reflects their thinking about 
their situation, the system and 
our social safety net. “Graduation” 
was celebrated mid-April at WFNS 
with the release of Life Through 
Our Hearts, a 20-page newsletter 
with articles, interviews, design 
and production by the kids. The 
newsletter project is supported by 
the Children’s Aid Society of 
Halifax and such helpful adults 
as Bill Turpin, Megan MacAlpine, 
Stephen Kimber, Lisa Neily...

n April found Sylvia Hamilton 
juggling a billion details as she 
organized The Margaret Perry 
Seminar: An Extended Conversation 
about Women Independent 
Filmmakers and their Work. It 
commemorated Nova Scotia’s 
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n A fall date with a sickbed may 
have slowed the irrepressible Budge 
Wilson, but only momentarily. The 
new year has found her whirling 
around the region and the country 
making up for lost time. Her 
Children’s Book Week engagements 
in PEI were rescheduled for March 
and she was particularly delighted 

to be ‘surprised’ by the Grade 
4 students at Donagh Elementary 
School in Fort Augustus. She’d just 
done a session with about 90 kids 
who, among many other things, had 
read A Fiddle for Angus, and was 
packing up her books and files and 
heading for the door. Just outside 
the library, she stumbled upon 
a semi-circle of the 90 children, 
flanked by 8 young fiddlers who 
proceeded to raise their bows and 
serenade her with a lovely rendition 
of Maple Sugar. 

n The League of Canadian Poets 
celebrated spring in Halifax with 
a Gala Spring Garden Library 
reading that highlighted readings 
by Kathy Mac, Brian Bartlett, 
Douglas Burnet Smith, Carole 
Langille, Alison Smith and Wanda 
Campbell. Matt Robinson 
organized a similar event in 
Fredericton which included Greg 
Cook among the poets celebrating 
spring.

n The Lower Sackville Library 
featured Sheldon Currie reading 
from his new novel, Down the 
Coaltown Road (Key Porter) during 
Canada Book Week. In downtown 
Halifax at the North Branch Library, 
the Women’s Reading Club listened, 
rapt, as Felekech Metaferia 
Woldehana recounted her life 
experiences which she’s captured in 
her first book, Sparkle: A Woman’s 
Determination to Break the Cycle.

n Blair Beed (Titanic Victims in 
Halifax Graves, 1917 Halifax Explosion 
and American Response) was invited 
to speak at the British Titanic 
Convention, held in Southampton, 
England in April.

n On March 21, as NS rep in a 
World Poetry Day celebration, Lorri 
Neilsen gave a workshop to Grade 
7 students at Sir Robert Borden 
Jr. High in Dartmouth. Three of 
the students poems were selected 
to join others from across Canada 
posted on the Canadian Heritage 
website (www.canadianheritage.gc.ca). 
The young poets are Alice Cunning-
ham, Gabby Côté and Michael Moun-
tain.

n Betty Dobson was invited to 
participate in two poetry readings 
at Saint Thomas University in 
Fredericton recently: Outspoken 
Art/Arte Claro Poetry and Art 
Exhibitions for the elimination of all 
forms of violence against women.

n With her characteristic panache, 
Carol Sinclair has hit the road 
to Vancouver with Defense de Fumer. 
Written by Sinclair, with music by 
Aaron Padolsky, the show features 
Carol as 28 characters who smoke. 
Developed at Dalhousie University 
as part of the Artist in Residence 
program in Medical Humanities, the 
show has already been featured at continued on page 10
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pioneer woman filmmaker, Margaret Perry, who shot 
films during the 1940s in communities that hadn’t seen 
a photographer before. More than anyone else, Perry was 
responsible for creating an image of Nova Scotia on film, 
both at home and abroad. The seminar offered a forum 
to explore the challenges facing contemporary women 
filmmakers.

New members
The Directors, members and staff of WFNS are delighted 
to extend the warmest welcome, or welcome back, to the 
following member writers:
Samantha D. Amara, Vancouver
Michael Aucoin, Dartmouth
Eleanor Beaton, Wolfville
Wendy Blanchard, Beaverbank
Jill Bryant, Halifax
Randy Bullerwell, Head Jeddore
Lois Cartwright, Halifax
Penny Carver, Mahone Bay
Hari Das, Bedford
Sally Erskine Doucette, Wolfville
Paul Dunn, Wolfville
Anne Emery, Halifax
Joey Fitzpatrick, Halifax
Anne Gebhardt, Centreville
Shauntay Grant, Halifax
Daphne Greer, Newport
Terri Hayes, Dartmouth
Michael Haynes, Halifax
Christine Hilchie, Halifax
Heather Killen, Oxford Station
Janna MacGregor, Antigonish
Virginia MacIsaac, Judique
Kathy McKee-Flaherty, Windsor
Glen MacKenzie, Bedford
Roger Marsters, Newport
Jean Moeller, Antigonish
Linda Nicholl, Halifax
Richard Norman, Halifax
May Ocean, White’s Lake
Penny Ormsbee, Halifax
Betsy Payne, Windsor
Stacey Pineau, Dartmouth
Diana Smith, Halifax
Donna Smyth, Ellershouse
Julie Veinot, New Germany
Darryll Walsh, Halifax
Ann Wetmore, Halifax

Dates to note
May 12 – Call for scripts

The 23rd Atlantic Film Festival has issued a Call for 
Scripts for the Festival’s 8th annual Script Development 
Project. The deadline for script submission is May 12 
and forms are available to download from the Festival’s 
Web site (www.atlanticfilm.com,  click on “Filmmakers 
& Delegates”. The Script Development Project offers a 
unique opportunity for up to 5 Atlantic Canadian writers 
to develop first draft screenplays with senior story editor 
Allan Magee, who will guide participants through a series 
of three intensive weekend workshops.  Currently story 
editor-in-residence at the Canadian Film Centre, Magee 
has been working in television drama and feature film 
script development for more than two decades.

June 14 – WFNS Annual General Meeting 
All members in good standing are encouraged to attend 

the Federation’s Annual General Meeting at noon on 
Saturday, June 14 at 1113 Marginal Road.  The year past 
and future will be highlighted; a motion has been tabled 
to raise membership dues from $35 to $40 adult, from 
$15 to $20 student; refreshments will be served; convivial 
conversation assured.

June 17-19 – The XYZ Community-based Literacy 
Conference at St.FX

Hosted by St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish 
the XYZ Conference will celebrate reading with the 
launch of the Read to Me! Family Literacy Program at 
St. Martha’s Regional Hospital and pull up a seat at the 
Hackmatack Children’s Choice Book Award Ceremony. 
Sheree Fitch, Carol McDougall and Norene Smiley are 
among the many speakers and panels which will address 
the dream of extending literacy in our communities.

July 6-12 – Maritime Writers’ Workshop
Now in its 28th year, MWW is a week-long program 

in Fredericton that offers writers the opportunity to work 
in small group sessions with some of the country’s finest 
writers.  This year Anne Simpson will lead the poetry 
sessions; Fred Stenson and Joan Clark, fiction; Phillip Lee, 
non-fiction and Marshal Skrypuch, Writing for Children.  
For further information, visit www.unb.ca/extend/writers 



Eastword May-June 2003 Page 11 

Wanting the Day: Selected Poems
Brian Bartlett
Goose Lane Editions, May 2003  $19.95 
(sc) ISBN 0-86492-357-0

This collection is a distillation of Brian 
Bartlett’s poems from the past 30 years, 
including works from Cattail Week, Planet 
Harbor, Underwater Carpentry, Granite 
Erratics, and The Afterlife of Trees.

Critics have written: “Brian Bartlett's 
generous, astute, supple poems show that 
attentiveness can be a form of love. They 
stimulate the mind. They also stir the 
heart.” and “Mostly, what strikes me ... 
is the very distinctive voice that, once 
opened, it shows forth. I'd recognize 
it among many. The words, the lines, 
just keep on justifying one's eyes being 
there.... They speak in the thoughtful 
and intelligent voice of a human life in 
midjourney. If there's a higher mode to 
aim at, I don't know what it is."

Brian Bartlett grew up in New 
Brunswick, and now teaches creative 
writing and English at Saint Mary's 
University. He is completing Living with 
Poetry, a collection of essays, journals, 
interviews and other prose pieces.

ImPRESSed – The newest titles by WFNS members

The Coasts of Canada: A History
Lesley Choyce
Goose Lane Editions, 2002  $37.95 (hc)
ISBN 0-86492-360-0

As benevolent as it is brutal, the sea has 
controlled Canada’s history and shaped 
our collective identity. The Coasts of 
Canada tells the stories of our east, 
west, and north coastlines, from the 
earliest human habitation until today. A 
coast-dweller himself, Lesley Choyce is 
fascinated by the legendary men of the 
sea, but his sympathy lies with the men 
and women whose everyday lives are 
governed by the country’s oceans.

Farley Mowat commented on the 
book: “Lesley Choyce comes as close as 
billy-be-damned to being a proper son 
of the sea. It’s in his blood and it comes 
out in almost everything he does and 
writes. [The Coasts of Canada] is one hell 
of a good yarn, and true as gold.“

One of Canada’s most versatile 
authors, Lesley Choyce writes fiction 
and poetry as well as history. The 
publisher of Pottersfield Press, he also 
teaches at Dalhousie University. Lesley 
lives in East Lawrencetown just across 
the road from the beach.

The View from Tamischeira
Richard Cumyn
Beach Holme Publishing, 2003  $15.95
ISBN 0-88878-441-4

At the dawn of the twentieth century a 
disparate group of travellers are thrown 
together in the Caucasus Mountains, the 
fabled land of Argonauts, Amazons, and 
Cossacs. British MP and writer Henry 
Norman teams up with Canadian radio 
pioneer Reginald Fessenden and Kather-
ine Waddell, the lover of Fessenden’s 
dead friend, poet Archibald Lampman.

Each of the travellers has a quest: 
Fessenden seeks physical confirmation 
of the Garden of Eden, Atlantis, and 
the Great Flood. Norman is after mate-
rial for a new book and Waddell seeks 
solace for her grief. Along for the ride 
is Pushkin-loving Sergei, a rowdy, irrev-
erent Georgian guide and interpreter. 
There are many views from Mount 
Tamischeira. For this band of latter-day 
Argonauts, peering into one’s heart may 
be the most challenging prospect.

Richard Cumyn has published four 
volumes of short fiction, including I 
Am Not Most Places and, most recently, 
The Obstacle Course. Richard’s stories 
have appeared in many journals and 
collections, including the Journey Prize 
Anthology. He lives in Halifax.
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That Singing That You Hear at the 
Edges
Sue MacLeod
Signature Editions, 2003  $14.95
ISBN  0-921833-90-3

Frog Hollow Books owner Mary Jo 
Anderson wrote about Sue MacLeod’s 
collection: “The poems speak for 
themselves and in a language that 
is breathtaking in its simplicity and 
its complexity.... Sue MacLeod’s poetry 
sings laments, love songs, and ‘that 
singing you hear at the edges’.”

Rooted in a particular life but 
looking outward, these poems express 
a full range of emotion. Sue works 
intimately, intricately, with the power 
of nuance, of detail. Two of the poems 
in this book have won national prizes: 
Arc’s Poem of the Year award, and 
Second Prize in the LCP’s National 
Poetry Contest. When the final poem, 

“Especially for a woman, reading,” was 
broadcast on CBC, listeners responded 
from across the country, asking, “Where 
can I get a copy?” This book is the reply.

Sue MacLeod lives in Halifax and 
works in a public library. Her first 
poetry collection, The Language of Rain 
(1995), was shortlisted for the Milton 
Acorn Award. In May 2001, Sue was 
invested for a four-year term as the 
Halifax Regional Municipality’s first 
Poet Laureate. 

Zizi and Tish
Liz Moore, illustrated by Liz Milkau
Orca Book Publishers, 2003  $8.95 (sc)
ISBN 1-55143-254-4

Zizi loves spending time at the cottage 
with her big sister, until a girl from 
across the lake lures Tish away, leaving 
Zizi to entertain herself and ridiculing 
her when she is afraid of the deep 
water. Zizi tries to get back at the two 
of them, but her gestures go unnoticed 
until a summer storm brings Zizi and 
Tish together again.

Liz Moore’s writing is gentle and 
fresh, true to a child’s voice. Like 
Zizi, Liz is a younger sister and 
the story is drawn from her own 
childhood of cottages, lakes, bunk beds, 
and thunderstorms. A mom, a student 
and a writer, Liz still loves to watch 
thunderstorms with her husband, their 
three children and a dog. She now 
resides in London, Ontario, though 
this story won the Atlantic Writing 
Competition when Liz was living in 
Nova Scotia.

Children Making Art
Michael Seary
Self-published, 2003  $10
ISBN 0-9732250-0-9

“It was four o’clock on the second day of 
the annual Art Gallery of Nova Scotia’s 
Children’s Festival. Having listened to 
the folk singer, watched  the artists-
in-the-gallery paint, and helped their 
daughter make plasticine landscapes, 
the young family with their toddler 
walked slowly toward the table where 
we were drawing panoramic dioramas 
on folded paper. The father said, 
‘Maybe it’s time to start for home.’ The 
mother agreed, ‘It’s been a long day.’ By 
then their daughter had climbed up on 
a chair, grabbed a crayon and insisted ‘I 
want to draw.’

This is a book about children 
making art.

Michael Seary is an art teacher and 
writer living in Halifax who has loved 
to make art since he attended the 
Saturday morning classes at the Royal 
Ontario Museum in Toronto long ago. 
These stories distil the experiences of a 
new generation of children who have 
learned art in a museum setting.
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Among the Saints: 
Collected Stories
Donna E. Smyth
Roseway Publishing, (June 2003) $16 
ISBN 1-896496-37-7

Among the Saints is a collection of 
stories that delve beneath the events of 
everyday life experiences. They touch 
on everything from the culture and 
mores of funeral homes to the amazing 
birth of baby goats on the farm that 
Smyth cultivates in Hants County. They 
explore sexual abuse and homophobia. 
Often developed in traditional linear 
form, several defy fiction--non-fiction 
distinctions. In "Red Hot," the story of 
Jean Stafford's terrifying life and death, 
the short story is stretched to a dramatic 
presentation, a radio play, perhaps. In 
"The Temptation of Leafy," about an 
old woman most would call simply 
daft, a philosophy emerges that in 
its simple truth would challenge the 
conventional and complacent if they 
chose to listen. The many characters 
emerge not through ideology but from 
their existence from hour to hour, in 
real woods or houses and among tea 
cups. 

Donna Smyth grew up in Kimberly, 
BC, and has lived and worked on 
the west coast, in Britain, Saskatchewan, 
Ontario and Nova Scotia. Her writing 
is always crossing genres, slipping and 
sliding around definitions of what is 

”supposed to be.“ Donna now lives on an 
old farm in Hants County.

The Rainmaker
Barbara Todd, illustrated by Rogé
Annick Press, 2003  $6.95 (sc)
ISBN 1-55037-774-4

Clarence wonders Can the wind make 
him fly? Do clouds taste good? One 
day he is so busy wondering, he nearly 
walks past the tap. The sign says “RAIN.” 
It used to say “DRAIN,” but the “D” has 
worn off. He wonders  if he turns it, will 
it rain? 

In Barb Todd’s whimsical tale, the 
everyday is transformed by the magic of 
Clarence’s imagination. Rain comes from 
a special tap, rainbows are made with a 
can of paint and a brush, and thunder 
and lightning are locked away with a 
special key.

Barb Todd has worked as a chil-
dren’s storyteller and teacher in India, 
Toronto, and the Canadian Arctic. Barb 
lives with her family in Wolfville. The 
Rainmaker is her first book for children.

Sparkle: 
The Lucky Girl of Emperor Haile 
Selassie
Felekech Metaferia Woldehana
Trafford Publishing, 2002 $30.20
ISBN 155369666-2

Felekech Metaferia Woldehana left 
Ethiopia with her six children in a 
forced flight from civil war. Felekech 
and her children, ranging in age from a 
28-month-old baby to a 16-year-old, fled 
their homeland with only the clothes 
they were wearing. They stayed in a 
refugee camp in Kenya for two years. 
The family came to Canada in 1993 
and now lives in Dartmouth. Today, 
Felekech has a very busy life: raising her 
children, working at a long-term care 
facility and studying social sciences and 
arts at Dalhousie University.

Felekech Woldehana wrote this 
autobiography to alert the world to the 
struggles of women and children in 
Ethiopia. Sparkle is more than just an 
autobiography, it is a testimony to the 
life of a remarkable woman whose faith 
and unfailing spirit have brought her 
through days of terror to a place where 
her dreams have come true.
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Spring feast for ears
The hesitant arrival of spring didn’t discourage Atlantic 
writers from marking the occasion with a Gala 
Celebration of Writers and Writing. On the evening of 
March 22, Ma Fed’s volunteer and staff crews were on 
overtime duty. Although a little glitch in the planning 
meant our red carpet was at the cleaners, Ma Fed’s 
paparazzis captured celebrity moments even without it.

People began to arrive at 6:30. By seven, there wasn’t 
a single seat left in the room. What used to be a tasteful 
and restrained ceremony has grown into a literary 
brawl with more than 300 in attendance. Dressed in 
anything from tattered jeans to hot pink boas, writers, 
their families and friends filled the tables, 
stairs, and every square foot of the hall 
with a stage view.

The evening marked the grand finale 
of the 26th Annual Atlantic Writing 
Competition with prizes awarded in five 
categories. The audience applauded the 
230 entrants and listened eagerly to brief 
readings from this year’s winning entries. 
Another round of applause recognized 
the 20 judges who survived reading and 
commenting on each entry.

This year’s Gala also celebrated 
UNESCO International Poetry Month 
with readings from Sophie Bérubé, Sue 
Goyette, Lindsay Marshall, and Clyde 
Wray. Sue Goyette, the evening’s MC, 
kept the pace in high gear. With her 
trademark wit and grace, she introduced 
writers, performers and representatives 
from the film, theatre and writing communities. Sue 

handled the high traffic on stage 
with dispatch and even managed 
to share some unscripted hot 
gossip with the audience. 

With drinks in hand, the 
crowd was buzzing. Some headed 
to the bar and food tables 
while others surrounded the 
silent auction tables to place bids 
on books, crafts, paintings, gift 
packages, dinners, and retreats all 
donated by the Fed’s members 
and friends. The bidding sheets 
bear witness to several fierce 
battles waged at the auction table.

By eleven, the hall fell silent 
and only a few misplaced wine 
glasses and random program 
sheets hinted at the social storm 

that had errupted. It was fun.

Susan Tooke Poinders Romance Basket

Sheilagh Guy Murphy and Clyde Wray

Mary Jane Copps, Donna Morrissey and Sue Goyette

Renee Hartleib and Friends
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And the winners are . . .
The H.R. (Bill) Percy Prize for Unpublished Novel
1st place: Steve Zipp (pseudonym) of Centreville, for 
Yellowknife

Steve Zipp used to live in Newfoundland. After 
nearly graduating from Memorial University in St. John’s, 
he went on to practice English at CJON, a local television 
and radio station. Later he moved to Nova Scotia to pick 
apples. He has also written a poem in BASIC. He lives 
with his wife in Centreville.

2nd place: Richard Norman of Halifax, for The 
Confidence Marriage

Born in Halifax, Richard is in the final year of an 
honours degree at the University of King’s College. He 
has published poetry in The Antigonish Review and The 
Fiddlehead and recently placed second in Dalhousie Uni-
versity’s Clare Murray Fooshee Poetry Prize. He was also a 
finalist for the 2002 Malahat Review Novella Prize.

3rd place: Sandra Olsen of Lower Sackville, for 
Assumptions on Pine Street 

Sandra grew up in a small fishing village just outside 
of Halifax and moved to the city in the mid-’70s to 
attend NSIT. She worked for many years as a childcare 
worker, a daycare teacher and a clinical assistant for the 
Canadian Red Cross. Sandra now lives in Sackville with 
her husband and their teenage son.

Honourable mention: Joel Dupuis-Hebert of Halifax, 
for The Earth from Afar

Joel is in the fourth year of a combined Bachelor’s 
(Honours) degree in Journalism and Sociology at the Uni-
versity of King’s College. He is an avid writer, photogra-
pher and painter. Several of his poems were published 
in KIWI, Kings’ annual poetry book. Joel’s articles and 
photographs also appeared in The Watch, the university 
newspaper.

Honourable mention: Nancy Herman of Bridgewater, 
for Seven Crows a Secret

Nancy lives and writes on the South Shore. Her non- 
fiction pieces have been broadcast by the CBC’s First 
Person Singular, published in Maclean’s Magazine and on 
the Alzheimer Society national website. Nancy has an 
English degree from Acadia University and a Master’s of 
Public Administration from Dalhousie.

continued on page 14

The Short Story Award
1st place: Sheilagh Guy 
Murphy of St. John’s, 
Newfoundland for Lost

As an actor, Sheilagh has 
performed on stage across 
Canada and in numerous 
CBC-TV and Radio productions. 
As a writer, she has written 
a weekly column in the 
Newfoundland Herald and 
published articles in several 
other newspapers and 
magazines. A winner of the 
Newfoundland Arts and Letters Competition for Short 
Story in 1995, Sheilagh is now completing her first short 
story collection.

2nd place: Renée Hartleib of Halifax, for Whistling 
Kettles and Other Signs

Renée Hartleib moved to Nova Scotia five years ago. 
After a year of travelling in Southeast Asia and Australia, 
she landed in Halifax. When not writing, Renée has 
taken on a variety of jobs including employment 
counsellor, childcare worker, and gopher for The 
Shipping News. A finalist in the 2001 Writers’ Union of 
Canada Short Prose Competition, Renée is now working 
on a manuscript with the assistance of her mentor, Pam 
Donoghue.

3rd place: Peter Munro of Halifax, for PL Premium
Peter’s life direction has meandered considerably but 

provides a pretty good library to draw from. He’s been 
a father, a carpenter, a musician, a salesman, a farmer, 
a commune dwelling hippie, a banker, a dishwasher, 
a sculptor’s apprentice... He’s lived in Europe, the U.S., 
and many places in Canada. Peter was a finalist in The 
Writers’ Union of Canada’s Short Prose Competition in 
2000. At the moment he is completing a collection of 
short stories.

3rd place: Abra Lynn Whidden of Wolfville, for 
Blueberry Pie

Abra Lynn Whidden grew up in Greenwich, NS, with 
her parents, two brothers, and two cats. She graduated 
from Acadia University in 2001 where she completed a 
collection of short stories for her undergrad thesis. Last 
fall, Abby moved with her husband to Toronto, where 
she is studying television writing and production. Her 
ultimate goal is to have a career that allows her to write 
write write.
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Honourable mention: Helena MacLean of 
Lunenburg, for First Love

Nine years ago, when Helena was living in Japan, 
CBC Fredericton aired letters describing her experiences 
in the country. Over the years, the CBC broadcast a 
number of her non-fiction pieces and a couple of short 
stories. Her first published piece was a letter to Bill 
Richardson, host of CBC’s Richardson’s Roundup, which 
appeared in Dear Sad Goat: A Roundup of Truly Canadian 
Tales and Letters a collection published last fall. Since her 
retirement three years ago, Helena devotes more time to 
fiction writing.

The Joyce Barkhouse Writing for Children Prize
1st place: Joyce Grant Smith of Granville Ferry, for 
The Latch 

Joyce has been writing 
since she was a small child 
growing up in Annapolis 
Royal. After completing 
her B.Ed. at Acadia 
University she became a 
teacher. She says that she 
loves to instill the 
appreciation of literature 
in her students by having 
them read a lot and write 
about things that interest 
them. Joyce lives on a small 
farm with her husband, two children and an assortment 
of cats, dogs and horses. She has successfully published 
some magazine articles.

2nd place: Jessica Kerrin of Halifax, for Yesterday’s 
Party

Until recently, Jessica Kerrin has been a scholarship 
participant in a writing mentorship with Richard 
Scrimger and the Humber College for Writers. She is a 
Writers’ Union of Canada honourable mention recipient 
for a picture book manuscript she submitted to their 
annual competition.

3rd place: Jackie Halsey of Beaverbank, for The Gran 
Plan

Originally from the United Kingdom, Jackie Halsey 
moved to Nova Scotia 20 years ago. She works as 
a librarian in the Youth Services Department at the 
Alderney Gate Library in Dartmouth and enjoys the 
challenge and fun of bringing children and books 
together. When not writing or working with books, 
Jackie volunteers for the “Read to Me” infant literacy 

program at the IWK Hospital, presenting new mothers 
with picture books and library cards.

Honourable mention: Gail Chester of Cornwallis 
Park, for My Little Eye

When Gail was four years old in Brandon, Manitoba, 
she received a copy of Robert Louis Stevenson’s A Child’s 
Garden of Verses from her parents. Two years later the 
book went with her to Vancouver, and then, 30 years 
later, to Nova Scotia. In the meantime she shared the 
verses with her two children. Gail began writing her 
own poetry for children in 1995, when she became a 
grandmother.

Honourable mention: Sandra Duggan of Halifax,  for 
Long Time No See

Sandra grew up in a large family living on a 
small farm in rural Antigonish. After graduating from 
the Physical Education program at St. Frances Xavier 
University, she worked at the Kananaskis Guest Ranch 
in Alberta and travelled through the west coast of 
America and Mexico and later to the United Kingdom. 
Sandra moved to Halifax five years ago and now works 
as a teacher with the Halifax Regional School Board.

The Frog Hollow Books Poetry Prize:

1st place: Jennifer Clouter of St. John’s, 
Newfoundland for After Viewing 

Jennifer is currently an English Honours student at 
the Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labra-
dor. Her poetry and short stories have been published 
in the literary journal TickleAce and she was recently 
awarded top prize at the annual Newfoundland and 
Labrador Arts and Letters Awards in the Senior Poetry 
Category. Jennifer’s ultimate goal is to find enough time 
and money to pursue writing full time.

2nd place: Susan Borgersen of Mill Village, for 
Knowledge, Witness, and Belief

Born in England, Susan received a mixed French 
Convent/Army boarding school education in Cyprus. 
After the birth of her two children, she followed her 
dream and went to art school. She moved to Nova Scotia 
in the late ’80s, after pursuing a successful business 
career. Susan now works as a visual artist/writer and 
lives in Queens County with her husband, three dogs 
and a cat. One of Susan’s short stories was awarded 
second prize in the South Shore literary competition in 
2000.

continued on page 17
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3rd place: Sarah Mian of Bear River, for Sea Psalms
Sarah Mian is a native of Dartmouth. She earned 

her Bachelor of Arts in History and English at the 
University of King’s College where she won the Clare 
Murray Fooshee Poetry Prize. She has recently completed 
her Bachelor of Education at Memorial University of 
Newfoundland and Labrador. Sarah now studies in 
England.

3rd place: Joy Yourcenar of Halifax, for Round 
Corners

Joy lives, writes and collaborates in Halifax with her 
life partner, fine art photographer Eric Boutillier Brown. 
She is a mother of two children and both her son 
and daughter also write. Joy is a contributing editor for 
Gravity and she had work published in The Maine Review, 
The Stolen Island Review and Silhouettes in the Electric Sky.

The Magazine Article/Essay Award:
1st place: Susan Cameron of Halifax, for Joyce and Me

Susan has been writing 
steadily for the past 10 
years. Her published work 
includes March to Etna, a 
military memory book, and 
Bridgewater Bound, a collection 
of short stories. She has 
also collaborated with 
another writer on a script 
of an historical play for 
the Town of Bridgewater. 
Susan is currently revising the 
manuscript of a novel on 
which worked last winter with the assistance of her 
mentor, Carol Bruneau.

2nd place: Frank Boothroyd of Charlottetown, PEI 
for Had Darwin Been a Sports Fan

Ten years ago, Frank’s earliest attempt at writing 
was a fictional, futuristic look at athletes and their 
potential evolution. More recently, he has been working 
on a non-fiction manuscript with a working title “Had 
Darwin Been a Sports Fan: The Ecology of Professional 
Athletes.” His one-act play won third place in last 
year’s Newfoundland and Labrador Arts and Letters 
competition. When not writing, Frank is usually busy 
completing his PhD at the Veterinary College in 
Charlottetown.

3rd place: Berendina Piets Saunders of Dartmouth, 
for My Mother’s Breasts

Berendina was born in Haarlem, Holland, during 
the apocalyptic “Hunger Winter”. “Paradoxically,” 
she says, “I’ve hungered for the written word and 
fed the hungry all my life.” She lived in 
Europe for many years before coming to Canada. 
Berendina is now writing a Masters’s thesis on the 
link between mysticism and feminism in minor 
female Victorian poets. A former winner of the 
Atlantic Undergraduate Writing Competition, she’s 
published several of her haikus. n

More dates to note
July 7-11 – Tracks on the Shore: 
Writing nature poetry with Brian Bartlett

This one-week course is being offered by Sunbury 
Shores Arts and Nature in St. Andrews, NB. For further 
information, visit www.sunburyshores.org/

July 19 – Read by the Sea at River John

This one-day literary festival in River John, NS, 
features Michael Crummey, Linda Little, Alf Silver, 
Margaret Atwood, Mary Jane Hampton, and Frances 
Wolfe. Patrons are advised to bring a lawn chair, sun 
hat, umbrella, insect repellant and join the throngs 
by the gazebo in the arboreal gardens of the River 
John Legion. Dinner tickets are a mere $12 and will 
transport you with delicious smoked pork, salads and 
strawberry shortcake . . . all followed by an open mic. 
For information, www.sunrisetrail.ca/read-by-the-sea/

July 20-25 Community of Writers, Tatamagouche

Writers may participate in the Community of Writers 
in two ways: The Workshops are small groups that 
spend the mornings addressing basics, afternoons writing, 
and evenings for talks and readings; The Retreat is a 
smaller program for writers who wish to spend the time 
simply writing. Leaders for the 2003 session are George 
Elliott Clarke for poetry, Linda Little for novel and 
Sheldon Currie for short fiction to stage and screen.  
For further information, visit www.tatacentre.ca
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by Mary Jane Copps, WFNS President

but it’s important to keep trying. And that’s what 
this column is about – the various ways information 
is shared, lost, misunderstood and then finally, maybe, 
heard and acted upon. 

First, I’ll update you on all the layers surrounding 
Public Lending Right (PLR). Many of you read, and acted 
upon, my column regarding PLR in the January-February 
issue of Eastword, and I thank you for that, as does its 
Chair, Joan Clark. 

I wrote my own letter to The Honourable Sheila 
Copps, Minister of Heritage, and enclosed a copy of 
Eastword. A few weeks later I retrieved a voicemail 
message that talked about the “fax” I’d sent and that 
there was no attachment to the fax and could I resend it. 
Not a good sign in terms of clear communication! 

My attempts to work through this confusion were 
vain and I had to be content with leaving a very detailed, 
firm voicemail indicating that the package had been 
mailed and could someone call me back to clarify where 
and how I might resend the information. I’m sure you 
won’t be surprised to learn that no one responded. Sigh!

Then Joan Clark was in Ottawa, for meetings with 
bureaucrats and Canada Council members, only to be 
met with blank faces and disinterest in terms of PLR. 
Was no one paying any attention to their mail? Were 
our words really hitting trash bins before even being 
considered? The short answer seemed to be “yes”. 

But then an amazing champion for good – the social 
occasion – came to the rescue. Joan was also in Ottawa 
because her husband was receiving a Governor General’s 
Award, an honour that, in addition to an official 
ceremony, includes some fancy dinner invitations. So, 
over what I can safely assume was great food and 
delectable wine, Joan was able to speak with Deputy 
Minister of Heritage Judith LaRocque and set a date to 
meet with her about PLR. Yeah!! They will get together  
April 24, so look for an update in my next column.

Then another opportunity for clarification arrived – 
an invitation to meet with Sheila Copps here in Halifax. 

My interpretation of the invitation led me to believe 
that, by phoning the number given, I would be on a list 
of people who would receive, perhaps, three minutes to 
talk with the Minister.

“What luck,” I thought, and immediately phoned the 
number. I was told someone would get back to me. I 
then phoned Joan Clark. She prepared a letter, sending 
it to me by email, to deliver on behalf of the PLR 

Commission, and I wrote my own letter, organized a 
copy of Eastword, etc.

Meanwhile, no one called me back. I left the message 
on a Friday, so by Tuesday I realized I might have to 
pick up the phone again. Then, on Wednesday a series of 
calls came in, leaving home numbers and cell numbers 
and talking about a ticket for a breakfast. “Uh oh,” I 
thought. “This is not a good sign.”

And it wasn’t. For reasons that remain unknown to 
me, several members of the cultural community had 
been shifted to attend a breakfast with Sheila (at a cost 
of $25). I knew it would be a big room, with lots of 
round tables and few opportunities to actually have a 
conversation with the Minister. 

I need you to know that, all along the way, I played 
my trump card – to no effect. I am Sheila’s cousin. We 

grew up 500 miles apart, but, as children, did see each 
other once a year. Although I had written to let her 
know about my move to Halifax, I now suspected that 
none of my correspondence had been delivered. Sigh!

So, package in hand, I made my way to a 7:45 a.m. 
breakfast at the Westin. I was somewhat hopeful and 
very determined. 

All optimism was dashed upon arrival – the breakfast 
was part of the Annual General Meeting for the 
provincial Liberals!!! Sheila was the guest speaker and, of 
course, there to talk about her bid for leadership of the 
federal Liberal party.

The lines of communication were not exactly open!
In the end, it did work out well. Once I placed 

myself firmly in her line of vision – well, we are family 
after all – and when you see us both at the same time 
the resemblance can’t be denied. So, I got to sit at her 
table, talk with her, albeit very briefly, and deliver my 
package. I’ve also heard from her since so perseverance 
does, eventually, win the day.

Communication can be difficult ...

continued on page 19
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And speaking of perseverance, the Cultural Federation 
of Nova Scotia had a meeting in early April with 

representatives of Nova Scotia Tourism and Culture, 
Culture Division. I was invited to attend and am so very 
glad that I did. 

In terms of the politics surrounding culture in this 
province, I am a neophyte. I arrived at this meeting 
expecting to listen and learn. That plan went out the 
window in less than 10 minutes.

My business background has made me a champion for 
effective meetings and straight-line communication. Their 
absence pushed me to speak – and speak – and speak. 

Basically, the government has a plan and goals – just 
like a business. And, if you want to spend money on 
something, it has to fit in with that plan and those goals 

– just like a business. 
I get that. It’s logical, responsible and not dissimilar 

to how one approaches personal finances. So that bit of 
information was clearly understood by everyone at the 
table.

But then, things got murky – very, very murky. Any 
presentation to the government for funding has to be 
done in business language. It has to prove, in absolute 
terms, that money given will result in tangible benefits. 
To say Nova Scotian “writers will publish” or “dancers 
will perform” or whatever – isn’t going to cut it. 

Okay, I get this too. But the problem is obvious to 
me as well. The government needs us to communicate 
with them in a language that isn’t ours and doesn’t really 
“connect” with what we do. To put this more simply, 
they’re insisting we speak Italian when the only language 
we know is English. Try to imagine going to Italy right 
now, filling out all their forms and proving that we 
deserve funding – well, you get the picture. 

So, since Ministry staff need this information from us 
and they, because it’s their job, know the language, it was 
clear to me that we had to work together. A “top-down” 
approach to information gathering wasn’t working for 
anybody because nobody was getting what they wanted 
or needed. We were continually creating our own Tower 
of Babel.

Sounds simple, doesn’t it? I mean, if ministry staff 
worked with us to design forms, questionnaires, etc., we 
might be able to fill them out without having to take a 
language course and they might actually get information 
they could use.

But remember, the title of this column is 
“Communication is difficult”. It was a good 45 minutes of 
intense discussion before we understood each other – and 

even at that, I’m not sure . . . Sigh! And with the prospect 
of a spring election . . . sigh, again.

Another meeting has been scheduled. Although 
optimistic is too grand a word to apply to this situation, 
I am somewhat hopeful that, should the meeting not get 
cancelled, it will be more productive. I’ll certainly update 
you in the next Eastword.

Happy Spring to each of you.

continued from page 18

Contests
n Arc’s poem of the year contest: Box 7219, Ottawa 
ON K1L 8E4. For complete details visit their Web site 
(www.cyberus.ca/~arc.poetry) Prizes: 1st $1,000; 2nd $750; 
3rd $500. Deadline June 30. Entry fee: $19 to enter up 
to 4 poems (includes sub to mag). Max length per poem 
100 lines. Blind judging. Name, address, e-mail and phone 
number must not appear on the poems, but instead on a 
separate sheet that also lists the titles of the poems entered. 
Entries not returned.

n THIS Magazine’s 7th annual Great Canadian 
Literary Hunt: 401 Richmond St. W., Suite 396, 
Toronto, ON M5V 3A8 (www.thismagazine.org) Original, 
unpublished poems of up to 100 lines and short stories 
of up to 5,000 words. 1st prize in each category is 
$1,000 plus publication. 2nd and 3rd place entries in each 
category will be published in the literary supplement, 
and will receive a This Magazine prize pack. Entry fees: 
$20 for one piece of fiction or two poems. Entry fee 
includes a 1-year subscription. Individuals may submit 
multiple entries; each additional entry in either category 
is $5. Blind judging. Deadline July 1 postmark. Detailed 
guidelines on Web site.

n Boston Review poetry contest: Poetry Contest, Boston 
Review, E53-407 MIT, Cambridge, MA 02139 (http://
bostonreview.mit.edu) Deadline June 1. Prize: $1,000 and 
publication in October/November issue. Send up to 5 
unpublished poems, no more than 10 pages total. Submit 
in duplicate, with a cover note listing author’s name, 
address, phone number – name should not appear on 
poems. Entries not returned. Entry fee $15 and includes 
subscription. Details on Web site.

n Boston Review short-story contest: See above 
paragraph for address and Web site. Deadline Sept. 1. 
$1,000 prize and publication. Short fiction up to 4,000 
words. Include  name, address and phone number on first 
page of each entry. Entry fee $20 includes sub.  
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Pressing questions
Cape Breton resident and WFNS Board member, Douglas 
Arthur Brown is the author of 3 books. He is 
also the publisher and managing editor of Pottersfield 
Portfolio. A member of the Canadian Magazine Publisher’s 
Association, he’s been providing advice to publishing 
colleagues and writers, and has agreed to respond to 
Eastword queries as well. Please address you questions to 
Douglas at the address in our masthead.

Q Do editors welcome inquiry letters via email?

AIt really depends on the editor, the organization 
and the type of magazine. I suggest you always 

check the magazine’s website (if they have one) and read 
their submission guidelines. If the website doesn’t have 
submission guidelines you can ask the publisher via email 
if they have a submissions policy or writers guidelines.

Generally speaking, if an editor or magazine does 
not accept email submissions then they probably do not 
accept queries by email. In the case of Pottersfield Portfolio, 
we do not accept submissions or inquiries by email. Sub-
missions can often run to many pages which need to 
be printed out, a cost some publishers do not want to 
assume. 

Q Is it okay to encourage editors who don’t know me 
to visit my webpage or should I send photocopies of 

previously published work?

A Asking an editor to read your query letter and go 
to your website is one step too many – it’s more 

work for an already burdened editor. Besides, if they 
don’t know you, your website isn’t going to help. Try to 
establish a relationship with a new editor by following 
their guidelines and providing what they need. Use the 
KISS principle – keep is simple stupid. 

QIs it OK to send an editor multiple articles in one 
mailing?

A It depends on the publisher or editor. Always con-
sult their submission guidelines before submitting 

any material. 

QCanada is a small country, why does it take so long 
for literary magaziens to respond?

AI’m assuming you’re comparing Canada to the much 
larger population of the United States. Are you 

assuming that because we are smaller, there are fewer 
writers and therefore replying to submissions should 
be a quicker processs? Regardless of the country of 
origin, a magazine’s response time depends on many 
factors, including the number of staff reading manuscripts, 
publication schedules, and whether there are reading 
black-outs. A black-out is a period when submissions are 
returned unopened. The editors may be on vacation or 
summer recess from school, as many literary magazines 
are still published by universities. Sometimes black-outs 
allow the editors to catch up with the backlog.

Pottersfield Portfolio used to publish 3 issues a year. Now 
we publish 2 issues, which means the response time is 
longer. If your manuscript arrives in early January, it 
goes into the unopened mail and may not be opened, 
depending on the size of the pile ahead of you, for 3 or 4 
weeks. Now we’re into February.

Once opened, it’s matched with the appropriate editor. 
When there are enough submissions, they’re mailed to 
the editor in question. Again, depending on when the 
manuscript arrives, it could be a couple of weeks or a 
month or more after sorting before it reaches the editor’s 
door. At this point, it is March. Editors have their own 
reading schedules but it’s reasonable to assume he/she 
will read it within 2 months of receipt. Now it’s the 
end of May and it again depends on the number of 
submissions ahead of you. If your work is rejected, you’ll 
be notified quickly. Following this schedule, something 
submitted at the beginning of January will be returned 
in June – 6 months.

If the story makes a shortlist, it will be reread 
several times and compared to the mix of stories being 
selected for the autumn/winter issue. However, you 
probably won’t receive notification of acceptance until 
early October – almost 10 months after you sent the story. 
Still, you will see your work in print within the year. At 
many magazines, it could take up to 2 years before it’s 
published. It all depends on schedules and administrative 
procedures. It has nothing to do with the size of Canada.
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Screen scene

A funding crisis, an Oscar, and a very good year
by Ron Foley Macdonald

Late winter provided a couple of shots in the arm for the 
East Coast film and television industry. 

First, figures for 2002 turned out to be unexpectedly 
good. Then an Oscar arrived for Salter Street Films. 
And then, finally, the Nova Scotia Film Development 
Corporation won a $500,000 increase in its budget, from 
$2 million to $2.5 million.

Three steps forward. Now the step backward. A 25% 
decrease in federal funding to the Canadian Television 
Fund is leading to a 75% refusal rate. Two Nova Scotia 
series are affected: This Hour Has 22 Minutes (which will 
suffer a 20% drop in its budget making it This Hour Has 
16.4 Minutes) and Big Motion Pictures reality-tv show A 
Guy And A Girl.

Nationally, the situation is far more serious. Every 
single one of CTV’s Signature Movies Of The Week, 
several large scale CBC productions, and even long-
running and seemingly popular series such as The Red 
Green Show were all turned down.

Of course, many producers here knew this was 
coming. Redstar’s Paul Kimball has funded and planned 
his new music performance series, The Classical Now, to 
leave out federal funding altogether. Others, such as Eco-
Nova’s John Davis, depend on international sales to float 
his long-running shipwreck series, The Wreck Hunters.

The Canadian Television Fund was always something 
of a stopgap in the first place. It was an incentive to 
stimulate the industry, one that was to be eventually 
replaced by private money once the sector was strong 
enough to wean itself off the federal teat. Well, the 
addiction to free federal money made that situation a 
rank impossibility. And the private money just didn’t 
show up.

Consequently, every time politicians attempt to fiddle 
with the formula – and the rules seem to change 
arbitrarily from year to year – the industry presses the 
panic button.

Oddly, the whole game is something of a sham. Given 
that the highest rated Canadian-made program on the air 
is CBC’s Da Vinci’s Inquest, and that only rates 35th most 
popular – well down the line in the scheme of things 
– then the whole federal funding of so-called popular 
Canadian television programming is a bit of a crock.

Perhaps the politicians saw this all along. The 
recent cuts to the system look suspiciously like Liberal 

infighting as the ruling party gears up for a three-way 
leadership battle between former finance minister Paul 
Martin, John Manley (the finance minister who cooked 
up the changes) and Sheila Copps (the culture minister 
whose constituents are currently howling to the moon 
about these changes).

Down here, our industry is so compact and low-level 
that the federal withdrawal won’t have the impact 
that will flatten indigenous production in Montreal, 
Vancouver and especially Toronto. I have the feeling, 
however, that since nobody watches this stuff anyways, it 
will all seem like a tempest in a teapot down the line.

Meanwhile, here in Nova Scotia, 2002 turned out 
$118 million in film work, down from 2001’s $138 
million (inflated that year by the American mega-films 
The Shipping News and K-19, The Widowmaker), but still 
very strong and the fifth consecutive year it exceeded 
$100 million. And with Salter Street’s Michael Donovan 
bringing home an Oscar for producing Michael Moore’s 
award-winning documentary Bowling For Columbine, the 
industry here looks pretty safe, no matter what the feds 
are up to.

Nova Scotia Talent Trust Celebrates 
Tomorrow...Today

The Talent Trust is producing a multifaceted event on 
Monday, May 5, 2003 at Pier 21 in Halifax, using the Welcome 
Pavilion, the entrance level foyer, and Rowe Hall for activities 
during both the daytime and evening.

1-3 p.m.: High school students from arts classes including 
drama, dance, music, and visual arts from HRM schools 
will attend a variety of activities such as short dance, 
music, and theatre performances, readings, and new media 
presentations, performed or created by recent and current 
young Talent Trust scholarship recipients. As well, local arts 
training organizations, such as Halifax Dance, the Maritime 
Conservatory and Neptune Theatre, will be on hand to 
provide information on their programs.

4-6 p.m.: The general public is invited to view the same 
variety of activities as the high school students. CBC Radio’s 
Mainstreet will be broadcasting live from Pier 21 to promote 
the arts in our community. Admission is free.

7-10 p.m.: A welcoming reception before moving into 
Rowe Hall at 7:30 p.m.; the evening will continue with 
stage presentations by artists who are past and current 
recipients of Talent Trust funding, including Joanne Taylor 
and Sue MacLeod. The evening will conclude with a desserts 
reception. Admission for the evening is $50



n Pleiades: A Journal of New 
Writing Dept. of English, Central 
Missouri State University, Warrens-
burg, MO 64093. (www.cmsu.edu/
englphil/pleiades) Publishes fiction, 
poetry, essays and reviews by writ-
ers from around the world. The 
editors read manuscripts year-round. 
Include SASE for response or return 
of ms. Simultaneous submissions ok 
if identified. Submit in only one 
genre at a time. Poetry should be 
addressed to Kevin Prufer, Wayne 
Miller, and Claire Hero. Fiction 
should be addressed to Susan 
Steinberg. Non-fiction should be 
addressed to Eric Miles Williamson.

n Black Warrior Review: P.O. Box 
862936, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0027. 
A literary magazine published twice 
a year by graduate students in the 
University of Alabama’s Creative 
Writing Program. Features fiction 
and poetry from contemporary writ-
ers as well as literary essays and 
book reviews. Each issue showcases 
a chapbook (a substantial selection of 
work) from a nationally known poet. 
Subscriptions are $14 per year, + $6 
for Canadian and foreign subs. Manu-
scripts read year-round; submission 
guidelines online. Unsolicited manu-
scripts will not be returned unless 
accompanied by a SASE. Would 
like to see more short-short fiction. 
Send only 1 short-story or novel 
excerpt per envelope (short-shorts 
excluded). Poetry: Limit poetry sub-
missions to 7 poems. Reads ms year-
round. Response time 2 to 4 months, 
longer in the summer. Sim subs ok 
if identified. Don’t mix genres in 
same envelope. SASE essential for 
response. Sample issue for $8.

n Christian Science Monitor: The 
Home Forum section of this newspa-
per is looking for upbeat, personal 
essays from 400 to 1,100 words. 
Editor: Owen Thomas; Assistant 

Markets, etc.
Remember that you have access to the 
Internet and the World Wide Web 
through your friendly, neighbourhood 
libraries and their Public Access 
Computers. 
Appearance of a market or contest in this 
column does not imply an endorsement by 
WFNS

n Work Fiction Anthology: Box 
1586, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 4P7. 
(Email: ahaller@sfu.ca) (www.sfu.ca/
labour/callforworkfiction.html) Do 
you have stories dealing with the 
daily grind, challenges, joys of work? 
The Centre for Labour Studies at 
Simon Fraser University is looking 
for short fiction, published and 
unpublished, which deals with the 

“insider’s” experience of work in 
Canada. Deadline July 31. Include 
SASE and email address. The pro-
posed anthology is open to writers’ 

“insider” accounts regarding a broad 
range of paid and unpaid labour, 
excluding only writing about the 
work of writing.

n Alaska Quarterly Review: 
University of Alaska Anchorage, 
3211 Providence Drive, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99508 (www.uaa.alaska.edu/
aqr/) A literary journal devoted 
to contemporary literary art, pub-
lishing fiction, short plays, poetry 
and literary non-fiction in traditional 
and experimental styles. The editors 
encourage new and emerging writers, 
while continuing to publish award 
winning poets and established writ-
ers. Unsolicited manuscripts are read 
between August 15 and May 15 
and must be accompanied by an 
SASE. Responds to e-mail queries, 
but cannot review electronic submis-
sions. Simultaneous submissions ok if 
identified as such in the cover letter.

editor/Poetry editor: Sara Steindorf. 
Prefers e-mail for queries and sub-
missions: homeforum@csps.com. Pay-
ment ranges from a minimum of $75 
for short pieces (300 words) up to 
$150, and is paid upon publication. 
Also publishes poetry (20 lines is a 
long poem for them). Response time 
is usually four weeks. Payment ($20 
for a haiku, $30 to $40 per poem) 
is made upon publication. Detailed 
guidelines at www.csmonitor.com/
aboutus/guidelines.html and click 
on Home Forum

n Field: Oberlin College, 10 N. 
Professor St., Oberlin, Ohio 44074. 
(www.oberlin.edu/ocpress/Main/
field.html) A twice yearly journal 
of contemporary poetry and poetics. 
Reads poetry year round and usually 
replies within a month. Enclose 
SASE for reply. ”Not looking for any 
particular style ... just the best work 
being written today.“

n Manoa: English Dept., University 
of Hawaii, Honolulu HI 96822. 
(www.hawaii.edu/mjournal) 
Publishes fiction, poetry, natural his-
tory and personal essays, interviews, 
short reviews twice a year. Fiction, 
poetry, essays and interviews need 
not be related to Asia, the Pacific, 
or Hawaii, nor be by writers from 
the region. Not interested in genre  
writing for its own sake, or Pacific 
exotica and picturesque impressions 
of the region. No specific length, 
subject matter or style requirements. 
Prefers to see 5 or 6 poems at a 
time. SASE for response or return of 
ms. Responds in about 4 weeks for 
poetry, essays; 6 months for fiction. 
No email submissions. Sample copy 
available.
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n The Adirondack Review: 
(www.adirondackreview.org) An 
independent online quarterly of lit-
erature and the arts. It is dedicated 
to publishing quality poetry, fiction, 
artwork, and photography, as well 
as interviews, articles, book reviews 
and film reviews. Also publishes 
French and German translations and 
original poetry in these languages. 
Detailed guidelines on Web site.

n American Letters & Commen-
tary: 850 Park Avenue, Suite 
5B, New York, NY 10021. 
(www.amletters.org) A literary 
annual particularly interested in 
innovative and challenging writing. 
Sample copy for $8. SASE necessary 
for response. Poetry: send 3 to 5 
poems, 10 pages max. Fiction: stories 
of 12 pages or less have the best 
chance. Interested in personal liter-
ary essays. Pays in copies.

n James Lorimer & Co.: Egerton 
Ryerson Memorial Bldg, 35 Britain 
St., Toronto ON M5A 1R7. The chil-
dren’s editor is looking for manu-
scripts in the following genres: sport 
stories series, juvenile fiction for 
ages 9 to 13, and YA fiction, novels 
for ages 13 and up. Contemporary 
settings preferred. Instructional sto-
ries or stories in which the literary 
value is secondary to a lesson or 
moral are not wanted. Picture books, 
seasonal stories or fantasy are not 
being accepted either. Send first 5 
chapters only and a clearly written 
synopsis. Include a 1-page, typed 
cover letter. (From freeLance)

n Ballantine Books: Linda Marrow, 
Editorial Director, Shauna Summers, 
Senior Editor, Charlotte Herscher, 
Editor, 1540 Broadway, 11th Floor, 
New York, NY 10036. Publishes 
a select number of historical and 
contemporary romances primarily 
under the Ivy imprint. Looking for 
fresh, fast-paced, well-written works 

that do not adhere to a strict “for-
mula.” To know what they’re look-
ing for read the authors they publish, 
including Kristin Hannah, Mary Jo 
Putney, Suzanne Brockmann, Can-
dice Proctor, Susan Carroll, Patricia 
Rice, and Maggie Osborne. Prefers 
agented submissions, but if you do 
not have an agent send a query letter 
with a SASE enclosed. Query letter 
should include a brief synopsis of 
plot, setting, and character descrip-
tions, and any personal information 
that you feel is relevant. Considers 
only single title romances of approxi-
mately 100,000 words. No electronic 
submissions. Do not send the man-
uscript or sample chapters unless 
requested to do so. Send your 
submission to Charlotte Herscher. 
You should receive a reply within 
six months. Guidelines at 
www.randomhouse.com//BB/aboutus/
romancesubmissions.thml

n The Sun: Sy Safransky, Editor, 107 
N. Roberson St., Chapel Hill, NC 
27516 (www.thesunmagazine.org) 
Sample copy $5. Publishes essays, 
interviews, fiction, poetry. Tends to 
favour personal writing, but also 
looking for thoughtful, well-written 
essays on political, cultural and 
philosophical themes. No journalistic 
features, academic works or opinion 
pieces. Pays up to $1,000 for major 
essays, $300 to $750 for other essays 
and interviews, $300 to $500 for 
fiction, and $50 to $200 for poetry. 
May pay less for very short works. 
Willing to read previously published 
works, but for reprints pays half its 
usual fee. Tries to respond within 6 
months. Writers’ guidelines on web 
site.

n Boston Review: E53-407 MIT, 
Cambridge, MA 02139 (http://
bostonreview.mit.edu) A bimonthly 
mag of cultural and political analysis, 
reviews, fiction, and poetry. Sample 
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copy $5. Fiction 1,200 to 5,000 
words. Payment varies. Writers 
guidelines on web site.

n Calling all poets for social justice:  
Our Times, Canada’s independent 
national labour magazine, is 
published 6 times a year, and 
features 1-2 poems per issue. 

“Although we believe in love, we’re 
looking for poetry that pursues the 
themes of workers’ lives, our rights 
and insights, and social justice.” Send 
up to 8 poems. Responds in 8 to 
12 weeks. Include SASE for return 
of work. Send to: Maureen Hynes, 
Poetry Editor, Our Times, Suite 201A 
– 1209 King St. West, Toronto, ON 
M6K 1G2.

Awards
n The Bronwen Wallace Award 
($1,000): The writer must be a 
Canadian citizen or landed 
immigrant under the age of 35, 
unpublished in book form and 
without a book contract, but whose 
work must have appeared in an least 
1 independently edited magazine 
or anthology. Applicants should 
submit no more than 2,500 words 
of an unpublished English language 
prose fiction sample, double-spaced. 
The writer’s name, address and 
telephone number must appear only 
on the cover sheet accompanying 
the manuscript. All pages should 
be consecutively numbered. Entries 
will not be returned. The deadline 
for submissions is September 30. 
All submissions must be sent to: 
The Bronwen Wallace Award, c/o 
The Writers’ Trust of Canada, 40 
Wellington St. East., Suite 300, 
Toronto ON M5E 1C7. For further 
information consult 
www.writerstrust.com or contact 
Prize Administrator James Davies, 
phone (416) 504-8222 ext 245, fax 
416-504-9090, email: 
jdavies@writerstrust.com
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Access Copyright 
by Christopher Moore

Are you affiliated?

Access Copyright raises more than $25 million a year 
by licensing those who photocopy copyrighted works in 
Canada. If you are the author of works that are liable 
to be copied, you should consider becoming a creator 
affiliate of Access Copyright. Investigate affiliation at its 
Web site – www.accesscopyright.ca.

Access Copyright’s AGM

The Access Copyright annual general meeting was held 
in Toronto March 7, 2003. Delegates attended from 
many of the 17 creator organizations that are Access 
Copyright voting members.

Access Copyright reported a successful year: more 
revenue, more licensees signed on, a heightened public 
profile, new digital rights offering, and an online licens-
ing system. Access Copyright also provided the most 
detailed breakdown ever of just where the money goes. 
It showed more clearly than ever the growing discrep-
ancy between what publishers receive and what creators 
receive. In 2001, Access Copyright sent more than $3 to 
publishers for every $1 it sent to creators. While publish-
ers did pass more than $1 million on to the creators they 
publish, overall they retained about $5 million more 
than creators ($8.5 million versus $3.5 million). 

Delegates from several creator organizations urged 
the AGM that this has to change, that Access Copyright 
has to become more effective in delivering adequate 
amounts of money directly to creators. That message was 
effectively delivered – and I hope it was heard. I’m 
opimistc that the Access Copyright board can work on 
solutions, much as other collectives around the world 
have done. The AGM made it clear that creator scrutiny 
of this issue is not about to relent.

Access Copyright Board elections

This year there were 3 creator positions to fill on the 
Access Copyright board of 9 publishers and 9 creators. 
. . . Both the new board members elected by creators 
– Doreen Pendgracs of Winnipeg (Periodical Writers 
Association of Canada) and Stephanie Domet of Halifax 
(Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia) are going to be assets 
to a creator caucus that is growing in effectiveness. 

Copyright reform initiatives

Access Copyright has been very effective and very much 
a leader in the intense battle going on over reforms to 
the Copyright Act. The educational lobby (particularly 

Ministers of Education outside Quebec, supported by 
universities, libraries, academic groups, and other institu-
tions we support with our taxes) is going hell-for-leather 
to impoverish us by gutting copyright protection for 
our works. Publisher and creator elements in Access 
Copyright make common cause here . . . Through the 
initiative of Susan Crean of the Creators’ Rights Alli-
ance, the Creators Copyright Coalition of creator organi-
zation reps has emerged to advocate on copyright from 
a creators’ point of view, and Access Copyright has been 
assisting it.

Pass the word: Canadians deserve a Copyright Act 
based on principles of copyright, not on shopping lists 
of special conditions for special groups. That, and a 
Copyright Act without exemptions. Now that we have 
a comprehensive network of copyright collectives, legis-
lated exemptions for use of copyright are unncessary, 
because collectives can provide users access to anything 
they need under fair, efficient and negotiable conditions. 
Exemptions simply undermine the smooth working of 
copyright systems. They encourage costly battles that 
make copyright too expensive to adminster.

Registering your works at Access Copyright

Access Copyright’s online Rights Management System 
started in October 2002. It’s still a work in progress, but 
it’s getting steadily more accessible. If you are an Access 
Copyright affiliate and have received your password, 
you should be able to check the listings of your works. 
You’re likely to find most of your book titles there 
from National Library bibliographic data, though you 
will want to check accuracy and make sure out-of-print 
status and other details are up to date. Listing of peri-
odical items and articles is still problematic. You can 
now send an email (members@accesscopyright.ca) asking 
them to send a spreadsheet or form to make delivery 
of your data simpler.

You haven’t got around to looking at the Rights 
Management System, let around entering data? This year 
data in the RMS is most unlikely to affect your income 
from Access Copyright at all, so you will mostly be 
doing work for future benefit if you maximize your 
recorded repertoire of works online and make sure 
what is there is accurate. I still think it’s worth doing. n 

Christopher Moore is a member of The Writers’ Union of 
Canada and a board member of Access Copyright. 


