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Kicking off Book Week
The Nova Scotia Children’s Literature Roundtable is hosting the 
Children’s Book Week Gala at the Dalhousie Art Gallery on 
Friday, November 1, from 5 to 7 p.m. Come and meet the 
authors of some of the finest new children’s books from the 
Atlantic region! 

The annual event, which kicks off  Book Week in style, 
also features the Woozles’ Appreciation Award, which will be 
presented to Carol MacDougall this year for her extraordinary 
service to our community. The Gala is the most welcoming 
event of the local book season: the refreshments are sumptuous, 
the warmth is unmistakable and the gossip is always generous 
and juicy.  

Writers introducing new books during the evening include 
Jill Bryant with Making Shadow Puppets (Kids Can) and Amazing 
Women Athletes (Second Story Press); Budge Wilson with Fractures 
(Penguin) and Izzy: The Christmas That Almost Wasn’t - Our 
Canadian Girl Series (Penguin); Joanne Taylor with Full Moon 
Rising (Tundra), Kathleen Martin with Swimming Salmon (Lerner) 
and Catherine Buckie with The Lobster Kids’ Guide to Exploring 
Halifax (Lobster Press). n

Celebrate breadwinning 
words 
Deborah Ellis is the author of The Breadwinner, a book that tells 
the story of Parvana, a young girl living under the Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan. The book is one of the few for children 
that explores the realities of Taliban Afghanistan. Though 
published in 2000, it gained international attention following 
the September 11, 2001, attacks, selling more than 100,000 
copies in Canada and the United States, and 20,000 copies in 
both its German and U.K. editions. The Breadwinner was short-
listed for the Red Maple Reading Award and is on the current 
Hackmatack list.

Deb will be releasing two books this fall. The first, Parvana’s 
Journey, is the sequel to The Breadwinner, following Parvana 
through present-day, war-torn Afghanistan. Parvana’s Journey has 
just been nominated for the Governor General’s Literary Award 
in children’s literature. The second, a departure from her usual 
contemporary fiction, A Company of Fools, is set in fourteenth-
century France and tells the story of Henri, a choirboy in a 
Benedictine monastery during the Plague. 

All the royalties from sales of The Breadwinner and Parvana’s 
Journey go to Women for Women, an organization that helps 
women in Afghanistan. WFNS is delighted that Deb will be 
offering a writers’ workshop during her Children’s Book Week 
visit (see page 2 for details).

There’ll be a potluck fundraiser in celebration of Parvana’s 
Journey, on Saturday, November 9 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Wrtiers’ Fed office. Tickets are $25 and each guest will contrib-
ute a potluck offering to share. All proceeds from the event 
will support Women for Women in Afghanistan, an organiza-
tion dedicated to the education of Afghan girls and women in 
refugee camps. (For details see page 3.)

Deb lives in Toronto where she works as a mental health 
residential counsellor. Her first novel for young teens, Looking 
for X, won the Governor General’s Award for Children’s Text 
and was short-listed for the 1999 Canadian Library Association 
Book of the Year for Children Award. n

Deborah Ellis



writers federation of nova scotia

1113 marginal road
halifax, nova scotia b3h 4p7
tel: 902-423-8116
fax: 902-422-0881
talk@writers.ns.ca
www.writers.ns.ca

executive director: Jane Buss
executive assistant: Monika Sormova
editor: Peggy Amirault

wfns board of directors
president: Mary Jane Copps
past-president: Stephanie Domet
treasurer: Sue Newhook
secretary: Rachelle Richard
members at large: Douglas Arthur Brown; 

Susan Cameron; Christy Ann Conlin; Shel-

don Currie; Kathleen Martin James; Sylvia 

Hamilton; Laura Jolicoeur; Tonja Gunvaldsen 

Klaassen; Lezlie Lowe.  

The Writers’ Federation of Nova Scotia is a 
registered not-for-profit organization that operates 
with funds raised from membership fees, from 
fund-raising endeavours, corporate sponsorship, 
with operating support from the Government 
of Nova Scotia through the Culture Division, 
Department of Tourism and Culture, and with 
project assistance from Heritage Canada and the 
Canada Council for the Arts – all of whom we 
gratefully acknowledge for assisting to make 
the work of the wfns possible. The wfns is 
a member of the Atlantic Provinces Library 
Association, Access Copyright, the Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre, the Canadian Copyright 
Institute, the Cultural Federations of Nova Scotia, 
the International Board oon Books for Young 
People (ibby), and the Nova Scotia’s Children’s 
Literature Roundtable. The opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of the editor or of wfns. 
Sevices and markets advertised or mentioned are 
not neccessarily endorsed by the wfns. We reserve 
the right to edit manuscripts and letters. Copyright 
to bylined material remains with the writer and 
cannot be reprinted without the permission of the 
writer.

Typeset in Amethyst, an original type design by 
Jim Rimmer, New Westminster, B.C. Printed offset 
at Gaspereau Press, Kentville, N.S.

The Adventure Continues – 
Kids Book Week turns 25!
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2002 marks the 25th anniversary of 
Canadian Children’s Book Week, a  
festival celebrating children’s books 
and the importance of reading that is 
run by the Canadian Children’s Book 
Centre (CCBC). Book Week is the oldest 
national, bilingual book festival in the 
country, one that children’s poet Dennis 
Lee describes as “a vital institution, one 
[he hopes] will last forever.” 

The theme of this year’s TD Cana-
dian Children’s Book Week, which 
takes place from November 2-9, is 

“Inside the Adventure.” More than 
80,000 children representing more than 
400 schools will participate in official 
and independently arranged events and 
readings during the week. In addition, 
more than 440,000 grade one students 
across Canada will receive their own 
copy of the storybook When Jeremia 
Found Mrs. Ming, by Sharon Jennings 
with illustrations by Mireille Levert, 
courtesy of the TD Bank Financial 
Group. 

The Adventure Continues – 
The 2002 Children’s Book Week Poster 
By Mireille Levert

In addition to book-related activities in schools and libraries across Canada, 
provinces celebrate Book Week with a visit from an author, illustrator or storyteller 
from a different part of the country. This year, Nova Scotia will host Governor-
General’s Award winner and best-selling children’s author Deborah Ellis who will be 
visiting schools around the province, leading a writing workshop and speaking at a 
closing potluck and fundraiser for Afghanistan.

For more information about Book Week or to order a Book Week Kit, which 
includes a Book Week poster, 30 bookmarks, an adventure story theme guide, a 
directory of authors and illustrators available for school visits and a copy of Our Choice, 
a guide to new and outstanding Canadian children’s books and magazines, contact the 
CCBC’s Nova Scotia representative, Kathleen Martin at (902) 420-1471 or by email at: 
mailto:ns@bookcentre.ca n

Writing about children in difficult situations
Using your own memories to create stories for children with Deborah Ellis

When: Saturday, November 9, 11 am to 2 pm at WFNS
Cost: $40 WFNS members/$50 non-members (light lunch included)
Enrollment is limited to 12 writers
This hands-on workshop with Deborah Ellis will explore some of the difficult 
situations faced by children, and how to bring sensitivity, humour and entertainment 
to them in our writing. Participants will draw on personal memories, good and bad, to 
create fictional worlds that children can inhabit, be challenged by, and grow in. n



Digest continued on page 4

The Digest
Ann Connor Brimer calls
The Nova Scotia Library Association is seeking nominations for the 13th annual 
Ann Connor Brimer Award, a $1,000 prize for a children’s book which makes an 
outstanding contribution to children’s literature in Atlantic Canada. The Brimer Award 
recognizes excellence in writing. 

Eligible books are those intended for children up to the age of 15 which have been 
written by an author who resides in Atlantic Canada at the time of the nomination. 
The book will have been published between December 30, 2001, and November 15, 
2002, and must be currently in print and readily available. Any fiction or non-fiction 
title that is not a textbook is eligible. A nomination form must be submitted, with 
three copies of the book, to Lara McAllister, Bedford Public Library, 32 Glendale 
Avenue, Sackville, NS B4C 3M1 by November 15. For further information call (902) 
490-5855. n

Looking for illustrators
There’s a new book award on the horizon in Atlantic Canada which is looking for 
submissions. The first annual Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award for excellence in 
illustration of a children’s book is open to illustrators who are natives of, or currently 
residing in, Atlantic Canada. Books eligible for the $500 award will have been 
published during the 2002 calendar year. To submit a title, forward five copies to Alan 
Cameron, 70 Old Windsor Highway, Mount Uniake, NS B0N 1Z0 before December 1. 
The Award, which will be presented during the Atlantic Province Spring Book Fair in 
February 2003 is sponsored by the Atlantic Provinces Publishers’ Representatives and 
The Book Room in Halifax. n

Changing guardian at TWUC
Deborah Windsor has replaced the never-retiring Penny Dickens as Executive Director 
at The Writers’ Union of Canada. Although the face has changed, the tune’s the same 
and music to writers’ ears. TWUC is stalwart with the mandate to promote and defend 
the interests of its creator membership and all Canadians’ freedom to write and publish. 
Recently, The Union submitted its pre-budget submission to the Federal Government’s 
Standing Committee on Finance.

To encourage the creative work that is the heart of the cultural sector and informa-
tion revolution, TWUC urged the Government of Canada that its next budget should:

l  introduce a limited back-averaging plan for the professional income of cre-
ators whose incomes fluctuate;

l  introduce a Copyright-income Deduction for creators, modelled on that used 
in the province of Québec;

l  exempt from taxation subsistence grants for creators administered by the 
Canada Council for the Arts

l  further increase funding to The Canada Council for the Arts to enable it to 
improve the level of funding for creation of new works;

l  extend Employment Insurance Benefits to self-employed creators, and creators 
who work in paid employment to supplement their self-employment to make 
them eligible for EI when paid employment is lost.

“Creators are at the core of Canada’s cultural sector,” said TWUC President Barry 
Grills, which is the third-largest workforce in the country. TWUC maintains that the 
government must develop policies that recognize and support creators, who produce 
the intellectual property on which cultural industries are built. n

Breaking bread for 
Afghanistan – Nov 9  
It seems a fitting conclusion for 
TD Canadian Children’s Book Week 
in Nova Scotia that we assist Deb 
Ellis (author of The Breadwinner and 
Parvanna’s Journey) in her work with 
a fundraiser that will help children 
read in Afghanistan, Breaking Bread for 
Afghanistan.

WFNS, in collaboration with the 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre and 
Groundwood Books, is hosting a potluck 
fundraiser in celebration of Parvana’s 
Journey, on Saturday, November 9 from 
7 to 9 pm at 1113 Marginal Road, Hali-
fax. Tickets are $25 and each guest will 
bring a potluck offering to share.

All proceeds from the event will 
support Women for Women in 
Afghanistan, an organization dedicated 
to the education of Afghan girls and 
women in refugee camps.

Deborah Ellis spent time in Afghan 
refugee camps in Pakistan and Russia, 
talking with women and girls. “I had no 
real skills to offer, or I’d be back there 
now,” Ellis says of the experience. “So I 
asked them for their stories.” She met a 
woman whose daughter had cut off her 
hair and put on boys’ clothing so that 
she could work in the streets of Kabul 
to feed her family. “Something just went 
click in my head and I knew that I had 
to do a book about that person … A 
novel gives us the opportunity to see 
into the hearts and minds of a people in 
a way that a news story doesn’t always 
do.” 

Ellis dedicates Parvana’s Journey “To 
children we force to be braver than they 
should have to be.”

Ellis has contributed all royalties 
from The Breadwinner and Parvana’s 
Journey to raise money for a new library 
in Kabul and to raise funds to pay teach-
ers in a country where the salary of a 
teacher for one year is $750.

Tickets may be reserved, and your 
potluck offering noted, by calling the 
Writers’ Federation at (902) 423-8116. n
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Active Young Readers discover 
Atlantic writers
September 2000 saw the provincial gov-
ernment announce the Active Young 
Readers initiative which, to date, has put 
600,000 books in elementary classrooms 
throughout Nova Scotia. After express-
ing concern that there were few Cana-
dian titles in the collection and even 
fewer Nova Scotia authors represented, 
WFNS lauds the recent announcement 
that the Department of Education has 
revisited their list.

On October 9, Premier Hamm pre-
sented the ‘Atlantic Canada Collection’ 
to William King Elementary. The follow-
ing books are currently being delivered 
to all elementary schools in Nova Scotia:
The Saltbox Sweater by Janet McNaughton
Duncan’s Way by Ian Wallace
Where I Live by Frances Wolfe
The Autobiography of Willie O’Ree
Loyalist Runaway by Donna Smith
Far Enough Island by Lesley Choyce
Smallest Rabbit by Joyce Barkhouse
Lollipopsicles by Gretchen Kelbauth
Robin’s Impossible, Crazy Idea by Sylvia 
Gunnery
Sailor: The Hangashore Newfoundland Dog 
by Catherine Simpson
The Cat That Barked by Budge Wilson
No Two Snowflakes by Sheree Fitch
The True Meaning of Crumbfest by David 
Weale
Tangled in the Bay: The Story of a Baby 
Right Whale (Deborah Tobin)

The program is currently expanding 
to Grade 7 which will see the delivery 
of about 100,000 books. n
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Screen scene

Paul Gross & Harry Knowles: 
The present and future revealed
by Ron Foley Macdonald

Two seminars at the recent Atlantic Film Festival shed some much-needed light on the 
current and future state of the film and television scene here on the East Coast, in 
Canada, and the rest of North America.

The first was a conversation-style, mid-day, sit-down lunch sponsored by the Acad-
emy (yes, the very bunch that participate in the Oscars and put on the Genies). It was 
attended mostly by middle-aged participants already heavily involved in the film, media 
and television industries. The featured star, after an appreciative introduction by Nova 
Scotian-born arts journalist Laurie Brown, was none other than writer/director/actor and 
all-around hunk Paul Gross (think Due South and Men With Brooms). 

Yes, he is handsome and, of course, he was charming. Paul Gross, however, did not 
come all the way to Halifax simply to be handsome and charming. He’s on a bit of 
a crusade, decrying the deteriorated state of prime-time Canadian television drama. A 
1999 change by the CRTC allowed broadcasters to weasel out of making expensive 
Canadian drama, replacing it with cheap Survivor-style lifestyle and game shows. Gross 
has made it his mission to try to revive the business he once excelled at.

The audience didn’t exactly lap it up. Sure, they tut-tutted, and laughed at his 
jokes and his rather ripe anecdotes of a long and successful career. But you got the 
feeling that those assembled around the extravagant 10-person tables in the Casino 
Nova Scotia Hotel ballroom were, between munching rubber sort-of-salmon, furiously 
schmoozing, making contacts and planning more American Idol-style contests, decorating 
and cooking shows.

Meanwhile, at the Lord Nelson Hotel, an entirely different seminar was unfolding. 
Four out-of-town critics were discussing Michael Moore’s Halifax-produced, controver-
sial feature documentary Bowling For Columbine. 

The session was sustained by coffee and muffins; the audience was mostly young 
and hip, supplied by the new film programs at the Nova Scotia College of Art and 
Design and the Bell Road Campus of the Nova Scotia Community College, with a 
smattering of representatives from Dalhousie, King’s, St. Mary’s, and Mount St. Vincent 
Universities.

The audience saved its interest and enthusiasm for Harry Knowles, the 
aintitcool.com website guru who is reported to be “the most feared man in Hollywood.” 
The two critics who came from print sources – Liam Lacey from The Globe and Mail and 
Cameron Bailey from Toronto’s free weekly Now – were politely listened to, but it’s 
clear that the generously red-haired Internet king was the centre of attention.

This situation revealed to me that the next generation – the future of the film, media 
and television industries – has already voted with its feet (and its fingers). Rather than 
wait for a committee from Heritage Canada to examine – after two years of careful 
deliberation – why there’s no Canadian drama on prime time television, all those film, 
media and TV production students have already turned to the Internet, where someone 
like Harry Knowles already reigns supreme in an unregulated, Wild-West-style medium 
that is completely open to people like them.

Armed with cheap DV cameras and lots of energy and enthusiasm, the kids have 
already figured out that there’s no need to moan about the depressing present of 
Canadian television when an exciting future beckons. While there’s not much Canuck 
drama on prime-time television right now, there certainly will be on the Internet very 
soon. There might be more on the Net right now than there is on CTV or Global TV.

So while Paul Gross gamely complains about the sorry present, the ramparts of 
the future are already being stormed by this and next year’s graduates. The future 
may be in better hands than Paul Gross, or almost anybody else in today’s industry, 
thinks. n
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Federated applause to a winning line-up!
Kit’s Law 
wins Alex 
Award
Kit’s Law by 
Donna Morrissey 
is a winner of 
the Alex Award.   
It was chosen as 
one of the 10 
best adult books 
deemed relevant 
and significant to 
young adult read-
ers. The Alex 
winners are 
selected  by a 
Committee of the 
Young Adult 

Library Services Association of the American Library Associa-
tion. It honours the distinguished librarian Margaret Alexan-
der Edwards who believed teenagers should have the full run 
of the library – with help and direction.

The Alex Awards were created to recognize that more 
teens enjoy and often prefer books written for adults, and to 
assist librarians in recommending adult books that appeal to 
teens. The Alex Awards are announced at the ALA annual 
conference, this year held in Atlanta, and are part of the 
Adult Books for Young Adults project. In addition to selecting 
titles for the highly-prized Alex Awards, the project presents 
a program for a sustained, systematic examination of the role 
of adult books in the lives of young adult readers with special 
attention to publishing, marketing and reading guidance. 

Kit’s Law is published in the U.S. by Houghton Mifflin 
which will release Donna Morrissey’s second novel, Downhill 
Chance in 2003. Kit’s Law is currently in its 12th printing in 
Canada, where it was initially released in1999. Morrissey is 
published in Britain by Hodder & Stoughton. Kit’s Law has 
been purchased for translation in German by Diana, by Forum 
in Swedish, and by Aoyoma in Japanese. Donna is currently 
at work on her third novel, Rocking Her Babies, due to be 
published by Penguin Canada in 2004.

As if that weren’t enough, Donna’s just learned that she’s 
been nominated for a Gemini Award for Best Writing in a 
Dramatic Program or Mini-Series for Clothesline Patch produced 
by Anita McGee, Robert J. Petrie and Christopher Zimmer, in 
association with the CBC. Now in their 17th year, Geminis are 
awarded by the Academy of Canadian Cinema & Television 
to honour our brightest and best. What to wear? Praise be 
for Value V!  n

Alan Wilson Merits Award
At a first-ever joint conference of LBANS (Library Boards 
Association of Nova Scotia) and NSLA (Nova Scotia Library 
Association) in Yarmouth in early October, Alan Wilson was 
presented with the Merit Award. The award recognizes the 
contribution of members or former members of LBANS.  
During his nine years of service on the LBANS Board, 
including four as president, Alan lobbied vigorously and 
passionately for reforms and improvement of the pensions for 
public librarians. This recent past service with LBANS reflects 
Alan’s life-long interest and involvement in the public library 
movement. n

Daniel N. Paul among First Order 

The Order of Nova Scotia was established last year. Created 
to recognize citizens for their outstanding contributions and 
for the honour and prestige they reflect on their province, the 
Order of Nova Scotia is the highest honour the province can 
bestow. Recipients receive a medal and are given the right to 
use the initials ONS after their names.  

Premier John Hamm recognized 10 such individuals at the 
inaugural awards ceremony held early in September. Among 
them was Daniel N. Paul. A former executive director of 
the Confederacy of Mainland Micmacs, Dan was cited as “a 
passionate writer who gives a voice to his people by revealing 
a past that the standard histories have chosen to ignore.”

In addition to publishing three books, Dan is well known 
for his weekly Chronicle-Herald column, and for his work 
in journals, human rights booklets and magazines. His We 
Were Not the Savages was co-winner of the 1994 Dartmouth 
Book Award and has recently been revised and re-released 
by Fernwood Publishing. A long-time WFNS member, Dan is 
much in demand as a WITS writer. n



Page 6 Eastword November-December 2002 

Linda Little wins 
big books!
The Amazon.ca/Books in 
Canada First Novel 
Award is given annually 
(although the sponsors 
have been subject to 
change) to the best first 
novel in English pub-
lished the previous year 
by a citizen or resident 
of Canada. Awarded since 
1977, the prize has helped 
to launch the careers 
of such internationally 
known novelists as 
Michael Ondaatje, Joy Kogawa, W.P. Kinsella, Rohinton Mistry, 
Anne Michaels, and André Alexis.

This year, Linda Little and her Strong Hollow (Goose Lane) 
were among the shortlisted nominees for this year’s award 
along with Dennis Bock (The Ash Garden), Michael Crummey 
(River Thieves), Marina Endicott (Open Arms), Michael Redhill 
(Martin Sloane) and Elizabeth Ruth (Ten Good Seconds of Silence).  
All were fêted – wined, dined and shmoozed – in Toronto, 
read for five minutes on Book TV and were presented with 
a $750 tab at Amazon.ca. At the end of the fun and the fuss, 
Michael Redhill also went home with $7,500. n

Kathy Mac nominated for GG poetry award 
Eastword has just learned, as we go to press October 21, that 
Kathy Mac is on the shortlist for the Governor General’s 
Literary Awards. And for her first poetry collection, no less. 
Roseway Publishing released Nail Builders Plan for Strength and 
Growth earlier this year. 

The GG jury for poetry said, “This book of poetry moves 
suavely and boldly between the poles of lyric voice and 
experimental format. Both exquisite in effect and adventurous 
in style, this work refashions traditional structures of poetry 
by charging them with a probing, questioning, restless energy.”

A mild-mannered professor of English by day, Ms. Mac 
becomes, well, a mild-mannered dog sitter at night, when she 
can be found on the shores around Sambro Head, wearing out 
her throat lining, trying to keep four English Setters in sight. 
She maintains a semblance of balance between these poles 
of her existence (not to mention a past spent backpacking 
around the world and a fairly common amount of family 
trauma) by writing poetry, which she has published in numer-
ous periodicals, in chapbook form, and even in a hypertext 
format.

In addition to her many chapbook publications, Kathy’s 
work has appeared in several anthologies and magazines. Her 
academic work has also been presented and accepted for 
publication. In addition to writing, Kathy has worked as 
a teaching assistant, creative writing instructor, lab assistant, 
conference assistant, hundefraulein, copy editor and graphic 
designer. She is currenly poetry editor for Pottersfield Portfolio.

Also nominated in the poetry category are: Tammy Arm-
strong, Vancouver, for Bogman’s Music (Anvil Press); Colin 
Browne, Vancouver, for Ground Water (Talonbooks); Roy Miki, 
Vancouver, for Surrender (The Mercury Press); and Erin Mouré, 
Montreal, for O Cidadán. 

The winners of Governor General’s Literary Awards will 
be announced and the awards presented at Rideau Hall by 
Governor General Adrienne Clarkson on November 19. n

Remember CanCopy? It’s morphed into Access Copyright, The 
Canadian Copyright Licensing Agency. A not-for-profit agency 
established by publishers and creators to license public access 
to copyright works, it represents a vast international repertoire 
along with more than 5,100 Canadian writers, photographers, 
illustrators and 450 newspaper, book and magazine publishers. 

If you have published works in Canada in print form 
you can become an Access Copyright affiliate. This includes 
writers, illustrators and photographers and publishers of 
books, magazines, journals and newspapers. It costs nothing to 
become an Access Copyright affiliate. 

As an Access Copyright affiliate, you will receive royalties 
whenever your works are copied. Royalties that, due to insuf-
ficient information, can’t be attributed to specific Canadian 
copyright owners are pooled and divided among copyright 
owners who were affiliates of Access Copyright at the start 
of the fiscal year in which the royalties were collected. Most 
Access Copyright affiliates receive payments from this pool, 
but the amount per affiliate varies from year to year. 

There are other benefits as well: Access Copyright may act 
on your behalf to protect your rights, by following up on 
reported infringements of your copyright and taking action 
which is necessary or advisable. And you’ll be kept in the 
loop about copyright issues through Access Copyright’s vari-
ous publications and educational sessions.

Their website is www.accesscopyright.ca n

Formerly known as
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Untying the Tongue
Gregory M. Cook
Black Moss Press, 2002, $17.95 (sc)
ISBN 0-88753-368-X

Untying the Tongue begins as a “diary 
of dreams” – dreams of displaced set-
tlers whose “present remains” are etched 
in place: botany, stone-walled wells; 
memorials. This tribute to blood and 
consciousness evolves as landscape – por-
traiture – views of the universe assem-
bling itself in the miracle of everyday 
objects and characters as familiar as 
family. The poet becomes a hunter-gath-
erer, in a realm where poems pre-exist 
language. An exploration of romantic 
love never lost, but sighted in landscape, 
displaces fear of the world of naked 
stardust.

Greg Cook was born in Yarmouth 
and has worked as a news reporter, 
lecturer, executive director at the Writ-
ers’ Federation of Nova Scotia, freelance 
writer, and dramatist. More recently he 
has resided in Toronto, Fredericton, and 
Saint John, where he is writing a biogra-
phy of poet Alden Nowlan (1933-83).  
His previous poetry collections include 
Love From Backfields, Love En Route, Love 
In Flight, and My Diary of Earth. n

The Obstacle Course
Richard Cumyn
Oberon Press, 2002 $31.95 (hc); $15.95 (sc)
ISBN 0-7780-1215-8 (hc); 0-7780-1216-6 (sc)

“I wanted to plummet to earth and burn 
in plain sight, then crawl, broken and 
grateful, to some ruined accommodation 
of love.” Such is the longing of one 
of the characters in Richard Cumyn’s 
fourth collection of stories. From start-
ing block to finish line, this is Cumyn’s 
most ambitious book yet. 

“His scenes are so clear, and the prose 
so austere, that they seem like etchings 
in black and white” – Ottawa Citizen.

Richard Cumyn is the author of four 
books of short fiction. An associate fic-
tion editor for The Antigonish Review, 
he has had fiction, essays and articles 
appear in a variety of publications, and 
has been included in The Journey Prize 
Anthology. n

Down the Coaltown Road
Sheldon Currie
Key Porter Fiction, 2002  $24.95 (sc)
ISBN 1-55263-482-5

Poignant and comic by turns, Down 
the Coaltown Road is a captivating novel 
about the human heart and the redemp-
tive power of love. Set in a small coal 
mining town in Cape Breton at the 
beginning of World War II, the book 
dramatizes an almost forgotten event in 
Canadian history. After Mussolini took 
Italy into the war on the side of Hitler 
in June 1940, Italian men in Canada 
were rounded up and interned in camps 

– some for as long as three years. In 
Coaltown, that drama plays out among a 
cast of memorable and finely wrought 
characters. 

Sheldon Currie was a professor of 
English at St. Francis Xavier University 
and the fiction editor of The Antigonish 
Review. He now writes full time. The 
film Margaret’s Museum is based on one 
of his short stories and includes episodes 
from several other pieces of his work. 
Currie has published two collections of 
short stories and two previous novels, 
The Company Store and The Glace Bay 
Miners’ Museum. n

ImPRESSed – The newest titles by WFNS members
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Going to the Eyestone
Deirdre Dwyer
Wolsak and Wynn, 2002  $14 (sc)
ISBN 0-919897-83-5

Whether Dwyer explores the tenuous 
connections between generations of 
those caught in the fabric of history, 
her poems always manage to capture 
those fleeting moments that change us. 
Throughout this astounding book, she 
gives us intimate and honest takes on 
love, family, loss, and tragedy. From a 
very few carefully chosen details, her 
poems illuminate whole lives. These are 
poems you will want to return to often.

Deirdre Dwyer lives in 
Musquodoboit Harbour and teaches at 
Dalhousie University and the Nova 
Scotia College of Art and Design. She 
is the author of a previous collection 
of poetry, The Breath that Lightens the 
Body, and a former winner of the 
WFNS’ Atlantic Writing Competition for 
poetry. n

Sailors, Slackers and Blind Pigs:
Halifax at War
Stephen Kimber
Doubleday Canada, 2002 $34.95 (hc)
ISBN 0-385-25993-X

In May 1945, while other Canadians 
celebrated the Allied victory in Europe 
with parades and prayers of thanksgiv-
ing, the city of Halifax erupted in a 
riot – a 2-day Bacchanalian orgy of booz-
ing, looting, window-smashing, dancing 
in the streets, public fornicating, and 
mindless mayhem – that not only tore 
the city apart but also finally ripped the 
lid off five years of festering frustration 
and anger.

This is the untold story of why Hali-
fax’s infamous VE-Day riots really hap-
pened: how over-crowding, privation, 
petty paternalism, and the inevitable ten-
sions of a city at war transformed a 
sleepy east coast Nova Scotia port city 
into a powder keg waiting for a spark. 
And how an admiral’s pride provided 
the match that set it all off.

Stephen Kimber is the Director 
of the School of Journalism at the 
University of King’s College in Halifax. 
He is the author of four non-fiction 
books, including the bestselling Flight 
111: The Tragedy of the Swissair Crash. He 
lives with his wife and three children in 
Halifax. n

We Love to Ride the Ferry: 
250 Years of Halifax-Dartmouth Ferry 
Crossings
Joan Payzant
Nimbus Publishing, 2002  $19.95 (sc)
ISBN  1-55109-421-5

For 250 years now, ferries have plied 
the waters of Halifax Harbour, transport-
ing people, vehicles, and goods between 
the two historic communities flourishing 
on its banks. For the first 65 years, the 
service was conducted in open boats pro-
pelled by oars, sails, or hand-cranked 
paddlewheels. Later, the novel idea of 
using horsepower – eight horses turning 
a great wheel on the deck – was 
adopted, until finally steam engines 
made their debut in 1830. We Love to 
Ride the Ferry chronicles a connection 
between peninsular Halifax and main-
land Dartmouth as well as the gradual 
evolution of the municipal transit 
system in the Halifax region.

Joan Payzant is a long-time resident 
of Dartmouth, and has witnessed some 
of the ferry service’s evolution during 
her own many crossings. In addition to 
Like a Weaver’s Shuttle, an earlier history 
of the Halifax Harbour ferry, she has 
written many books, including Who’s a 
Scaredy Cat!, a children’s book about the 
1917 Halifax Explosion. n
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Petits bonheurs
Alain Raimbault; illustré par Bernard Méole
Éditions Pierre Tisseyre, 2002 $7.95 
ISBN  2-89051-838-8

Q’ue faire quand une bôite aux letters 
souffre d’une indigestion de triste cou-
rier? Comment soigner le mal du pays 
d’une locomotive décidément trop émo-
tive? Est-il possible de consoler un 
érable solitaire, tout surpris d’avoir 
poussé trop vite? Pas facile non plus 
d’être un rayon de soleil myope ou 
un champignon bien maladroit qui rêve 
de danser le tango? Tous ces charmants 
personnages, fort originaux, trouveront 
cependant le chemin du bonheur… 
pour le plus grand plaisir des lecteurs.

Alain Raimbault est né a Paris en 
1966. Il a grandi dans le sud de la 
France, puis il a poursuivi des études 
le langues à l’université de Poitiers. Il 
s’est installé en Nouvelle-Écosse en 1998 
où il est enseignant à l’école Rose des 
vents, dans la vallée d’Annapolis. Il écrit 
des histories pour la jeunesse depuis la 
naissance de sa fille en 1996 et, tous les 
soirs, il lui écrit un poème. n

Faces of Fate: The Evacuation of Children 
from Great Britain During World War II
Debi van deWiel
Acadian, 2002  $24.95 ISBN 0-9731105-0-3 (sc) 

A bittersweet, insightful story about mil-
lions of children who were sent by their 
parents to live with strangers before 
and during World War II. Read about 
the experiences of Ben Wicks, Peter C. 
Newman and others referred to as Brit-
ish Guest Children, who lived in the 
Maritimes, throughout Canada, and the 
other Dominions.  

Find out how Pier 21 in Halifax, 
and provincial agencies and organiza-
tions played a pivotal role in matching 
children with foster families for the 
duration of the war. Faces of Fate has 
personal memoirs, letters, black and 
white photos, and memorabilia of King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth, the 
Queen Mother. A portion of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of each book will go 
to CAN-U, the Cumberland Adult Net-
work for Upgrading, and Pier 21 Society.

Debi van de Wiel is the author of We 
Followed the Stars to Canada and Pier 21 - 
An Illustrated History of Canada’s Gateway  
(co-authored with Alexa Thompson), 
both published by Nimbus.

Debi lives with her husband in Cum-
berland County. n

Fractures
Budge Wilson
Penguin Canada, 2002  $16 (sc)
ISBN 0-14331201-4

Fractures collects 12 unforgettable stories 
about ordinary kids dealing with chal-
lenging, often complex family relation-
ships and problems. While these stories 
tackle difficult issues and themes – sib-
ling rivalry, alcoholism, illness, child 
abuse and neglect – they do so with 
vibrancy and richly observed detail. 
Each story offers powerful moments 
of discovery and redemption as their 
heroes and heroines seek out and con-
nect with one another, or simply and 
suddenly realize some essential strength 
in themselves.

Budge Wilson has won many awards 
for her writing, including the Canadian 
Library Association YA Book Award, 
the Ann Connor Brimer Award, the 
City of Dartmouth Book Award, first 
prize in the CBC Literary Competition 
and many others. Her collection of short 
stories The Leaving was named a Notable 
Book by the American Library Associa-
tion and was later included on its list of 

“The 75 best Children’s Books of the Last 
25 Years.” n



Page 10 Eastword November-December 2002 

Who’s doing what
n Racked: members’ work appearing in 
the copious cornucopia of journals, mags 
and e-signals crossing your editor’s desk 
into the Fed Reference Library (open 
9:30 to 5 Monday through Friday for 
your pleasure and perusal): the recent all 
poetry issue of The Fiddlehead contains 
recent work by Joanne Merriam and 
Anne Simpson as well as a review of 
Sue Sinclair’s by Lynn Davies; Short 
Grain contest winners are featured in 
the current Grain: Anne Simpson with 
her prose poem, ‘Judge’s Statement’, Jea-
nette Lynes with ‘A Girl’s Prayer to 
Glenn Miller A.K.A. God’ in the mono-
logue category, and Julie Vandervoort 
with ‘The Debit Slips’ in Long Grain of 
Truth; the September/October Saltscapes 
was a feast of delectables, opening with 
a glorious consideration of Mickey Hill 
Trail and wilderness flavours by Gary 
Saunders, followed with a nutty entrée 
for birds at your feeder by Carol Mat-
thews, decorated with Jodi DeLong’s 
exploration of Dick Steele’s award win-
ning rhododendrons, a passing conver-
sation with Sheila McDougall about 
folkschools, a recommendation that 
Christy Ann Conlin’s Heave is ‘well 
worth the read’, and still sitting on the 
back porch, Harry Bruce savouring the 
heightened flavour of bootlegged lobster 
(the mag also features the irresistible 2nd 
annual cooking contest entries); Peter 
Vaughan posits philosophical restau-
rants in this story, ‘Plato’s Flan’, which 
appeared in the danforth review; Shelley 
Cameron-McCarron had a sumptuous 
assignment for a recent issue of Lifestyle 
Nova Scotia magazine “ al fresco dining 
took her from Cribbon’s Point to Lunen-
burg in search of ‘right-some-good’ out-
door fare; Sandra Phinney has some 
innovative answers to what icebergs 
have in common with pyramids in 
Atlantic Business; and she’s in her element 
talking colour with Alex Gigeroff in 
Visual Arts News . . . where you’ll 
also find Joanne Jefferson ‘peering’ 
at a new artists’ collective on the 
South Shore; Alison Smith and George 
Elliott Clarke are between the covers 
of the fall issue of Event; the irrepress-

ible Betty Dobson continues to brighten 
the pages of Sol-Magazine (www.sol-
magazine.org) with two poems featured 
in August issues, and her essay, ‘Becom-
ing a Writer’, is included in The 
Canadian Writer’s Guide 13th Edition; 
Joanne Merriam reports that her 
‘Silence’ was golden for Orbus this 
August, and Strange Horizons has 
accepted a science fiction poem ‘Mirror 
Points’ for an upcoming issue (they pay 
in greenbacks!); Babybug, part of the 
Cricket Magazine Group, has just con-
tracted three poems from Tyne Brown; 
Red Deer Press will be including two of 
Richard Provencher’s stories, as well as 
a poem, in an upcoming anthology on 
snow and The Windsor Review and Bogg 
have accepted recent poems; ‘A Change 
of Aspect’ by Kevin Toal has won a 
place in an anthology to be released by 
The Writers Association; three of Derek 
Bradford’s poems were featured in the 
June issue of Captains of Consciousness 
Journal; Phil Moscovitch has great fun 
profiling Andy Jones in the fall issue 
of Canadian Screenwriter; Lara Hazelton 
is going up in ‘Smoke’ online and in 
print in the current issue of Geist, and 
has recently appeared in Lancet in the 
guise of flowers at the bedside; Green’s 
Magazine showcases ”Brighter Days“, a 
recent story by Laura Best this fall and 
her story ‘Alexander the Great’ was an 
editor’s pick in the last issue of The 
Amethyst Review; The Antigonish Review 
has just hit the newsstands and features 
fiction by Linda Little, poetry by matt 
robinson, and a review of George 
Elliott Clarke’s Execution Poems.

n Imminent at the launchpad: The 
Canadian Federalist Experiment: from 
Defiant Monarchy to Stumbling Republic is 
slated for Frederick Vaughan from 
McGill-Queen’s University Press; Trudy 
Fong is celebrating the fourth edition of 
Off the Beaten Track in the Maritimes, her 
unique and feisty guide to Nova Scotia 
from Globe Pequot; Deborah Stiles has 
just had news that her poetry collection 

– Movement Catalogue – will be released 
by the Maryland-based Chestnut Hills 

Press through their poetry imprint, Brick 
House Books . . . and in a marvellous 
turnabout, she’s convinced them to let 
Gaspereau Press here in the Annapolis 
Valley, handle design and printing for 
the book; Georges Arsenault has been 
collecting songs and stories from Aca-
dian PEI since the 70s … now, with a 
little help from Sally Ross, the ground-
breaking work is available in English 
as Acadian Legends, Folktales & Songs from 
Prince Edward Island (Goose Lane Edi-
tions); Coastlines: The Poetry of Atlantic 
Canada marks the renaissance poetry’s 
enjoying on these shores and includes 
the work of such poets as Harry Thur-
ston, Anne Simpson, George Elliott 
Clarke, Lynn Davies, Sue Goyette, 
Carole Langille, Brian Bartlett, and 
matt robinson; The Art of Soul, An 
Artist’s Guide to Spirituality (Novalis) by 
Regina Coupar is off the press and into 
the stores, just in time for a place under 
everyone’s Christmas tree; matt robin-
son’s rounded up all of life’s bits & 
pieces and crafted How We Play at It: A 
List, his second collection of poetry, due 
out from ECW Press; Stephen Kimber 
deserves a round of applause for the 
best title of the fall season – Sailors, 
Slackers and Blind Pigs – and it encom-
passes a story that’s been waiting for the 
right author: Stephen brings the extraor-
dinary period of the VE-Day riots in Hal-
ifax to vivid life for Doubleday Canada; 
he lives beside it, surfs on it, writes 
about it, and takes courage in its ele-
mental force: The Coasts of Canada, A 
History is Lesley Choyce’s look at Cana-
da’s three coasts and the people whose 
everyday lives have been governed 
by the sea, it’s due out from Goose 
Lane; Kathryn Anderson has learned 
that Wilfred Laurier Unversity Press 
will publish her Weaving Relationships: 
Canada-Guatemala Solidarity in the spring; 
Barb Todd is large with book – due 
date on her first picture book, The 
Rainmaker, is spring 2003, with delivery 
by Annick Press; Mondo Publishers in 
New York is set to release Jane Bask-
will’s newest picture book in the spring, 

continued on page 11
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titled If Peace Is … ; Jim Lotz and Gert 
MacIntyre have been collaborating on 
Sustainable People, a concept that’s sure 
to catch on with a little assistance from 
UCCB Press; agent Leona Trainer has 
sold Don Aker’s most recent young 
adult title, The First Stone, to Harper Col-
lins and also has wound in two contracts 
for him with an education publisher in 
New York, Pearson Ed . . . well, if the 
teachers in Nova Scotia are on strike 
in November, Don, for one, won’t be 
casting around for something to fill the 
hours between picket line duty; Harry 
Bruce makes insurance a fascinating 
business in Never Content: How Mavericks 
and Outsiders Made a Surprise Winner of 
Maritime Life, announced for the fall by 
Key Porter; crisscrossing the province 
with his latest Insomniac release, Method 
of Madness, is Brad Kelln.

n Having made a name for herself 
on CBC-TV’s Street Cents, past Board 
member Susan Rogers has just taken on 
the executive producer’s gavel on CBC-
TV’s newest, Docket Illegal.

n Tearing herself away from her key-
board where she’s finishing a book that 
looks at autism for Jessica Kingsley Pub-
lishers, Jennifer Overton has donned 
her reader’s hat to our delight, reading 
Elizabeth Hay’s compelling A Student of 
Weather on CBC Radio 1’s Between the 
Covers.

n History Channel took a timely look 
at the life of Sir Sandford Fleming 
through the eyes of Alan Wilson on 
The Canadians in September.

n Art in your pocket! A design by Laura 
Jolicoeur appears on one of the three 
50-cent sterling silver coins issued by 
the Mint in April. Part of the Mint’s 
Folklore and Legends series, Laura’s 
work – The Pig That Wouldn’t Get Over 
the Stile – is drawn from a Newfound-
land legend that celebrates the resolve 
and commitment of a farmer and her 
family.

n Regina Coupar talked about the rela-
tionship between art and spirituality 
and read from her new book The Art 

of Soul at the Unitarian Church, Inglis 
Street, Halifax during October. 

n Sumach Press will be publishing 
Kathy Diane Leveille’s short story 
collection Roads Unravelling next fall. 
Kathy’s short story, ‘Showdown at the 
Four Corner’s Corral’, was adapted for 
the stage by Second Stage Saint John 
Theater Company and was performed in 
the New Brunswick Museum Theatre to 
a packed house during September.

n George Elliott Clarke was among the 
poets participating in Loss and Legacy, 
CBC Radio 1’s reflections on the anniver-
sary of the terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001. His collection Blue was recently 
nominated for the Pearson Canada Read-
ers’ Choice Award.

n Chickie Times Two, Allison Rew’s first 
dabbling with CBC Radio 1’s Outfront, 
was aired during the summer, and she 
was delighted to have her essay ‘War-
rior’ included in an anthology recently 
released by Meljel Publications in New 
Brunswick.

n Richard Cumyn was on the road in 
September reading to audiences in Mon-
treal, Toronto and Kingston from his 
most recent release from Oberon Press, 
The Obstacle Course. In October, he led 
a fiction workshop for WFNB’s Alden 
Nowlan Literary Festival and in Febru-
ary, Richard is short-term writer-in-resi-
dence at St. Mary’s University. Couldn’t 
be happening to a taller guy!

n Did you know that Nova Scotia has 
the oldest fire department in Canada?  
Mike Parker does. Mike, who counts 
Wood Chips & Beans, Running the Gauntlet, 
and Historic Lunenburg among his many 
best selling books on Nova Scotia heri-
tage, has just added The Smoke-Eaters: 
A History of Firefighting in Nova Scotia 
(Nimbus) to his shingle.

n Angels in the Snow author, Wenda 
Young, was applauded by high school 
students from Dalbrae Academy in 
Mabou, Cape Breton Highland Academy 
in Terre Noire, SAERC in Port Hawks-
bury, and St. Mary’s Academy in 

Sherbrooke during a Canada Council 
Readings tour of the region organized 
by Eastern counties Regional Library 
staffer, Donna D’Amour.

n Back in the late ’70s, Joan Payzant 
worked with her husband Pete on a 
book about the Dartmouth Ferry System 
which Nimbus published as Like A 
Weaver’s Shuttle. The book went on to 
win the Evelyn Richardson Award 
in 1980. With 250 years of Halifax 
Harbour crossings to draw on, Joan 
has taken another look across the har-
bour in We Love to Ride the Ferry. Metic-
ulously researched and chock-a-block 
with arresting photographs, the book is 
an entertaining and informative visual 
history of the boats, the passengers and 
the horses of the harbour’s ferry system.

n The Khyber Arts Centre set the 
stage and Steve Vernon animated it 
with Word of Mouth, an hour of live 
action storytelling that delighted audi-
ences late in the summer. Creating a 
campfire ambience, Steve engaged in 
old-fashioned yarn-spinning with his 
fable-like stories of a boy obsessed with 
the weather and a man obsessed with 
salt.

n Hattie Perry was delighted to learn 
that she’d been selected to receive one 
of the Queen’s Jubilee Medals. A found-
ing member of the Federation, Hattie’s 
most recent book is Soldiers of the King.

n Brian Bartlett’s life has been a whirl-
wind of travel launching his latest col-
lection of poetry, The Afterlife of Trees 
(McGill-Queen’s University Press), in 
Montreal, Kingston and Toronto. The 
collection which includes work that he 
drafted while in residence at Hawthor-
den Castle in Scotland in 1996 as well 
as reflections on the Public Gardens is a 
fine fifth volume for Bartlett.

n If you fancy a trip around Atlantic 
Canada but hating packing your suitcase, 
rush out and find The Sea Among the 
Rocks by Harry Thurston. Just out from 
Pottersfield Press, this powerful book 
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takes you from Labrador to Sable Island 
and to the many bays and outports in 
between, introducing you to a people 
and a land and a way of life that’s been 
under attack for decades.

n Don Domansky and Sue Goyette are 
among the faculty leading Banff’s Wired 
Writing Studio this year. A six-month 
program for poets and prose writers at 
an early stage in their careers, the Studio 
begins with a 2-week residency at the 
Banff Centre, then continues on-line for 
another 20 weeks.

n Barbara Blouin’s most recent book, 
Labors of Love, has been published 
this fall by The Inheritance Project/Trio 
Press. The book was printed by Gas-
pereau Press and edited by Mary Jane 
Copps. Copies are available from the 
author, (902) 429-2235.

New members
The Directors, members and staff of 
WFNS are delighted to extend the warm-
est welcome, or welcome back, to the 
following member writers:
Gary Brown, Beaverbank
Mary Burnight, Halifax
Ann Copeland, Halifax
Debby Dobson, Centreville
Darlene Fredette, Dartmouth
Lori Gallagher, Fredericton
Elisabeth Gold, Halifax
Vicki Grant, Halifax
Peter Hanson, Halifax
Carolyn Hockley, Dartmouth
Meghan Howcroft, Halifax
Daphne Hurst, Summerside, PEI
Nancy Lamplugh, Dartmouth
Andrew Oland, Halifax
Nikki Martin, Halifax
Don McLeod, Middle Musquodoboit
Jeffrey Morris, Halifax
Lara Morris, Halifax
Vernon Oickle, Liverpool
Cheryl O’Neill, Enfield
Derek Paton, Bridgewater
Theresa Perrin, Hubley
Joyce Rankin, Judique
Munju Ravindra, Halifax
Tom Robson, Halifax
Patricia Thomas, Tantallon
Betrina Tremonica, Halifax
Frederick Vaughan, Hubbards
Peter Vaughan, Hammonds Plains n
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BusStop
Jane Buss, WFNS Executive Director
The fall is such an explosion of event, energy and programming at the Writers Federa-
tion that, by October’s close, I’m always bemused not only that we’ve survived but also 
that new notions, ideas and grand schemes keep bubbling up from the membership and 
our many supporters and friends.

WITS

Writers in the Schools was first out of fall’s gate, streaking electronically across the 
province. WITS has shed all promotional paper and now exists in infinite variation 
exclusively online, saving several thousand dollars which are reinvested in the program. 

WITS booking now is the sound of keys implacably tapping out your phone 
numbers, confirming availability and booking details, invoicing and final notifications 
to the lucky bookers. With much appreciated investment from Maritime Life, the 
Royal Bank of Canada, Canada Post, Clearwater Fine Foods and with operating support 
from the Culture Division, Dept. of Tourism & Culture, we’ve committed just over 
$40,000 this season – which means writers visiting schools from Arichat to Barrington 
Passage and even included a special guest appearance by Edmonton/Tanzanian writer 
Tololwa Mollel.

Fall lists

The annual release of the publishers’ fall lists has meant a reading or launch almost 
every night of the week for the past two months. A quick glance at Members’ News 
is heartening for the sheer volume of your books which are finding publishers and 
audiences – remarkable in face of the calamity and chaos that has dogged this business 
all year from the catastrophic melodrama of Stoddart’s bankruptcy and General 
Distributing’s implosion, to the addition of amazon.ca to the convalescent marketplace 
and the still unfolding consolidation of Indigo/Chapters. The Province’s withdrawal of 
even woefully small support to the literary journals has seen the demise of Amethyst 
Review and left several others tottering; and Atlantic Books Today appears to have 
dispensed with the nicety of a Board and is being flung, rudderless, into the fray.

Despite tumultuous times, a record number of judges are now reading a bumper 
crop of entries to the Atlantic Writing Competition and the Federation’s Marginal 
home is humming with fully subscribed workshops. Freelance writing with donalee 
Moulton if it’s Monday; Tuesdays are Poetry with Sue Goyette; Andrew Safer presides 
over the evolution of a newsletter with at-risk teens on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
have Bruce McKenna cajoling writers on the unique pov of a movie camera. Joan 
Clark led a successful Saturday session on YA novels and another is on the horizon 
with Deb Ellis.

Fall promotions

Fall promotions have included flying the flag at the most successful Atlantic Film 
Festival to date. Participating in the Industry Trade Fair meant that the Fed was able 
to gently remind producers that “in the beginning, was the word.” The Annapolis Arts 
Festival followed in its perennial welcome and celebration of writers under the new 
shepherding of Gene Lane. Plans are already afoot for Annapolis’s 25th anniversary 
in 2003 which will return to the inaugural theme, wood. And, or course, Word on 
the Street – this year’s sunniest celebration of writers and the written word –  closing 
September.

Your new Board, which introduces a wealth of exciting new writers and energies, 
has recently met and struck a committee to take a closer look at Atlantic Book Week 
and think about how it might grow without ploughing us all under. A mentorship 
panel is reading the 50 applications for this year’s program, Canadian Children’s 
Book Week is about to unfold, and Kathy Mac is among those nominated for this 
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year’s running of the Governor General’s Book Awards. It’s an 
exciting time to be a writer in these parts.

With the membership roll approaching 700, and more than 
100 hits daily at our web site, quiet moments are rare at the Fed. 
There must be truth in the old saw of “energy begetting energy” 

… and it’s certainly never dull. Thank you all for the thought 
and the hours that so many of you invest in your Federation 
and in each other. You’ve created an organization with which 
Monika and I feel privileged to serve. We look forward to 
welcoming you all to our December Open House. n
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Mary Jane is looking for you
Mary Jane Copps, WFNS President
I sit at my desk and, like many of you, am astounded that 
Thanksgiving is behind me and Christmas looming large. How 
can that be? Wasn’t it just a week ago, with the summer sun 
shining over my shoulder, I wrote you my introductory letter? 
Obviously not!

It seems September imprints us with a life-long urgency. 
Those first days of school are replaced with board meetings, fall 
events, a wealth of new assignments – all creating the illusion 
that time increases its pace. With that in mind, here is an 
invitation for a December event I hope you will put on your 
calendar right away. I don’t want the speed of time to rob us 
of your company.

The Writers’ Federation will host its annual Open House on 
Thursday December 12, from 3 to 5 p.m. You should be there. 
This Federation is one of the strongest in the country and that is 
something worth celebrating during the holiday season.

This event is a perfect time to “see” what it means to be 
a member of WFNS. You can wander through the open and 
colourful space which is 1113 Marginal Road, home to the 
Cultural Federations of Nova Scotia. It will be crowded with 
artists, musicians, writers – the people, the talent and the joy that 
make Nova Scotia unique.

You can investigate the Writers’ Resource Centre - shelf upon 
shelf of material available to you as a Federation member. In 
addition to the published work of members, the centre offers 
you information on markets, illustrators, guidelines, contracts, etc. 
Through the diligence of Jane and Monika, this centre continues 
to grow. In fact, needed shelf space was recently garnered by our 
donating a collection of Playwrights Canada, representing three 
decades of Canadian plays, to Theatre Nova Scotia. 

You can put faces to names. Throughout the year we read 
each other’s books, see each other’s bylines, acknowledge each 
other’s accomplishments in Eastword. We really should meet, 
shake hands, share a story or two.

And of course, you can eat great food, raise a glass with 
fellow writers, chat with old friends. To do so is an essential part 
of the holiday season. 

So, get out your pen and mark the date on your calendar – 
right now. Don’t let the speed of time cause you to double book 
the date, allow you to forget or make you too anxious about 
deadlines to miss our party. 

I’ll be looking for you! n

Port AUTHORitieS 

UBC’s Creative Writing Residency Prize in Stageplay $10,000
This cooperative venture between PRISM international and the 
Dept. of Theatre, Film and Creative Writing at the University 
of British Columbia is awarded tri-annually: $10,000 plus 
expenses for a 1-month residency at UBC, during which time 
the winning playwright will be available for consultation with 
students. 

The winning play will be published as a part of PRISM’s 
regular volume year and as a separate book publication. The 
Theatre Program at UBC has an option to produce the winning 
play.

The prize is open to professional and emerging playwrights 
from Canada and around the world. Plays should be original, 
previously unproduced, with 2 or more acts, and run between 
75 to 120 minutes. Scripts should be in stageplay format and in 
English. Entry fee $50. Deadline March 31, 2003. The winner 
will be announced October 1, 2003.

For complete rules and entry guidelines, visit the official 
website (www.creativewriting.ubc.ca/resprize) or send a SASE 
to: Residency Prize in Stage-play, c/o PRISM international, Cre-
ative Writing Program, UBC, Buch. E462 - 1866 Main Mall, 
Vancouver BC V6T 1Z1 n

Helen Humphreys reading from recent work
Thursday, November 21 – 7 pm 

Helen Humphreys of Kingston, Ontario is the author of four 
books of poetry, Anthem (1999) which won the CAA Award 
for Poetry, The Perils of Geography (1995), Nuns Looking Anxious, 
Listening to Radios (1990) and Gods and Other Mortals (1986). 

She has written three novels: Leaving Earth (1997) won the 
City of Toronto Book Award and was chosen as Notable Book 
of the Year by the New York Times. Her splendid Afterimage 
(2000) won the Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize and was also 
cited as a Notable Book of the Year. The Lost Garden has just 
been released by HarperCollins and takes place with Land Girls 
in England during World War II and has the critics applauding.

Light refreshments will be served; everyone welcome at The 
Write Place (aka the Writers Fed offices), first door at the back, 
1113 Marginal Road, Halifax. n
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submissions. Entries not returned. Send 
SASE for contest results. Writing must 
be original, previously unpublished, 
and not submitted elsewhere for publi-
cation or in contests. Winning pieces 
will be published in Prairie Fire, with 
authors paid for publication.

n The 2002 Newham Lesbian & Gay 
Writing Out Award: The Administra-
tor, Writing Out Award, The Finbor-
ough Theatre, 118 Finborough Rd., 
London SW10 9ED, United Kingdom. 
(www.writingout.com) 3rd international 
competition to find the best original 
stage or screenplay on lesbian and gay 
themes. £1,500 and 2 runners up prizes 
of £500 each. Writers from all over the 
world and at any stage of their careers 
are invited to submit relevant, complete 
and unperformed scripts in English by 
December 1. No entry fee. 

n The Fiddlehead contest: Campus 
House, UNB, PO Box 4400, Fredericton 
NB E3B 5A3. Fiction (1 story up to 
25 pages/entry) and poetry (up to 5 
poems/entry). 2 prizes of $1,000. Sev-
eral $100 honourable mentions. Entry 
fee $24. Deadline December 15. 

n Herman Voaden National Playwrit-
ing Competition: the Queens Univer-
sity Drama Dept. will soon make a 
call for scripts for this bi-annual event. 
Website (www.queensu.ca/drama) says  

”Information about the next competition 
(in 2003) will be available ... in Sep-
tember 2002.“ As of October 21, there 
was no new information posted. But 
the deadline for the 2001 competition 
was January 31. Prizes: $3,000, $2,000, 
$1,000. In addition, 1st and 2nd place 
offered a 1-week workshop and public 
reading by a professional director 
and cast, in affiliation with the Thou-
sand Islands Playhouse of Gananoque, 
Ontario. The third prize winner offered 
a 1-day workshop. The three authors 
will be playwrights-in-residence for the 
rehearsal and reading period. 2001 
entry fee was $30. Blind judging, entry 
form necessary.

Markets, etc.
Remember that you have access to the 
Wonderful World of Web and the Internet 
through your friendly, neighbourhood 
library. The library is a wonderful place – it 
not only has books but also Public Access 
Computers which patrons may use to surf 
the waters of the Internet to their hearts’ 
content.
Appearance of a market or contest in this 
column does not imply an endorsement by 
WFNS.

n Orca Book Publishers: PO Box 
5626, Victoria BC V8R 6S4. Editor 
Andrew Woolridge. Wants submissions 
for Soundings, a series of short, thematic, 
high interest teen novels for reluctant 
readers, teens reading at a 4th-5th grade 
level. Length: 12,500 to 14,500 words, 
12 to 16 short chapters. Will be pub-
lished in 96-page mass-market editions. 
Send outline and sample chapter(s). 
Include SASE. No email manuscripts 
accepted. Inaugural editions by William 
Bell, Beth Goobie to be followed 
by 8-10 titles/year. Promises attractive, 
accessible covers that reflect today’s 
mature teens coupled with engaging sto-
ries that reflect the life and lifestyle of 
this group. Of special interest: novels 
with boys as main characters. Protago-
nists will be between 14 and 17 and 
should be appealing and believable. 
Fast-paced, first-person narratives with 
lots of action and dialogue. Stories 
should illuminate difficult decisions, 
universal struggles teens face. Themes 
can also be illustrated through humour, 
adventure, suspense, fantasy, etc. (from 
CANSCAIP)

n Nebo, a literary journal: English 
Dept., Arkansas Tech University, 
Russellville, AR 7280-222. (http://
lfa.atu.edu/english/nebo.html) Prefers 
submissions from August 1 through 
February 28. Enclose cover letter with 
name, address, brief bio, short list of 
published works, SASE. No simultane-
ous submissions or reprints. Accepts 
blank verse, free verse, sonnets, dra-
matic monologues, etc. 5 poems per sub-
mission. Fiction 2,000 words. continued on page 15

n The AfriCanadian Playwrights Fes-
tival: 3rd Edition. A week-long festival 
in April 2003, a component of the 
duMaurier World Stage. Artistic director 
is Djanet Sears. This tri-annual gathering 
features a range of events, workshop 
productions, staged and scripted read-
ings, author readings, seminars, work-
shops, and forums involving Black 
theatre practioners nationwide. Accept-
ing submissions for plays to be read 
during the festival. Deadline December 
2. Send to: Play Group, AfriCanadian 
Playwrights Festival, 26 Berkeley St., 
Toronto, ON M5A 2W3. Include 
unbound copy of play, a bio or résumé, 
name, address, email and phone number.

n Portuguese-Canadian writing 
anthology: Only Canadian residents of 
Portuguese/Azorean background are eli-
gible. Send poetry (up to 3 pages) 
or short prose (short story, essay or cre-
ative non-fiction, up to 4,000 words) 
in English on the Portuguese-Canadian 
experience. Blind judging. Include brief 
literary bio on cover sheet. Include 
SASE or email address for notification. 
Prizes: minimum $75 honorarium, 5 
copies of the book, plus publication in 
the anthology. For information email 
Fernanda Viveiros (ernanda@shaw.ca). 
Send entries to Fernanda Viveiros, 
11300 Clipper Court, Richmond BC 
V7E 4M3. Deadline December 1.

Contests
Blind judging: writer’s name must not 
appear on manuscript; include cover letter 
with name, contact information, title of entry.
Entry fees for competitions sponsored 
by literary magazines usually include a 
subscription to the publication

n Prairie Fire’s 2002 writing 
contests: Prairie Fire, 423 - 100 
Arthur St., Winnipeg MB R3B 1H3. 
www.prairiefire.mb.ca  Deadline 
November 30. Prizes in each contest: 
$500, $300, $200. Entry fee $27. Bliss 
Carmen Poetry Award: 1-3 poems per 
entry, max 150 lines. Short fiction: 1 
story/entry, 15,000 words max. Creative 
non-fiction: 1 article/entry, max 5,000 
words. Blind judging. No fax or email 
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at papers, magazines, TV, radio, wire, new media, etc., along 
with a smaller number of freelance opportunities.

www.woodenhorsepub.com Wooden Horse Publishing. Free 
newsletter gives an overview of new markets and updated infor-
mation on older ones, but no contact information. Subscribe to 
a newsletter ($29 US year) and/or subscribe to a huge database 
of magazine and e-zines (one day for $1.99 to a year for $149 
US).

www.sunoasis.com An American job board for writers, 
editors, and copywriters. Free newsletter. Job links and 
articles related to areas of interest such as technical writing, 
telecommuting.

www.elance.com Projects calling for articles, copy writing, 
creative writing, editing, translation, press releases, résumés, 
technical writing, and web content are posted for bidding. 
About 200 jobs are posted daily. Fees range from $360 to 
$1,400 US per year.

The Writer’s Place (www.awoc.com/AWOCHome. cfm) with 
free Writing for Dollars newsletter. This site posts low, medium, 
and high paying markets. 

www.inscriptionsmagazine.com  Check out a section called 
Professional Opportunities, for jobs and paying markets. You 
can buy a weekly electronic newsletter for $3 US that also gives 
you access to password-protected areas.

www.absolutewrite.com  The Absolute Write site offers two 
free newsletters: The Absolute Write Newsletter has articles, inter-
views, and a few calls for writers. Absolute Markets has a few 
international market listings.

www.travelwriters.com  Operated by Marco Polo Publications 
Ltd. Links travel writers, tour companies, and public relations 
agencies. Offers comprehensive new market listings and press 
trips. $49 US year. 

www.writersmarketplace.com  The Connection for travel 
media professionals. Detailed market data of e-zines, travel 
magazines and newspapers that accept travel stories, press trips, 
and story leads. Links you with PR folks and publishers. $29 
US a year. Contact information, fees, and market hints specific 
to each publication. n

Sandra Phinney lives and writes in Yarmouth. A version of this 
column appeared in Contact, the newsletter of the Periodical Writers 
Association of Canada. 

Markets, etc.

Where to find paying markets 
by Sandra Phinney

I looked at the past couple of years and traced where I orig-
inally found information that led me directly to a new maga-
zine or client. I did percentages based on the income the 
source represented. It breaks out like this: 15% from PWAC-L a 
PWAC-members-only forum; 20% from networking with family, 
friends, other writers and professionals; 10% from The Canadian 
Writer’s Market; 15% from reading magazines and trade journals; 
10% fluke; 10% referrals from professional organizations; 20% 
from online freelance newsletters and job boards.

Aha! I surprised myself with that last one. Twenty percent 
generated from leads or sources that I find through freelance 
newsletters? Yep. In one case, a posting from the American 
Chemical Association looking for profiles on young scientists 
landed me two lucrative features. I responded to another ad 
where a newspaper sports editor in Florida needed stories for 
an outdoor page. I wrote several for him. If memory serves, I 
found these through writersweekly.com. Recently, the editor of 
iQ Magazine in California contacted me. She wanted a writer 
with expertise in both business and gardening. She found me at 
writers-editor.com via the Cassell Network of Writers (CNW). 

 So ladies and gents, if you want to expand your business, it’s 
worth plugging into some market newsletters for freelancers.

Here are some worth checking out: 
www.writersweekly.com Free online newsletter. Special mar-

kets section with magazine markets and freelance jobs. Informa-
tion includes what magazines are looking for, editors names 
and contact information, fees, and market hints specific to each 
publication.

Cassell Writer’s Network (CWN) www.writers-editors.com 
Paid membership provides a number of benefits including a 
monthly newsletter with extensive market information called 
the Freelance Writer’s Report. $39 US a year.

www.writing-world.com A free bi-weekly newsletter. It has 
a small markets section called Writers Wanted, but paying 
markets are earmarked.

www.content-exchange.com Content Exchange is a free digital 
market place for online content creators and publishers. You 
can create a detailed profile and log on to their database. An 
employment section lists jobs.

www.jeffgaulin.com  Jeff Gaulin’s Journalism Board is a free 
job board that includes detailed listings of current job openings 
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Although the Department of Canadian Heritage helped 
publishers hit hard by the implosion of General Distribution 
and its related publishing companies, writers were left to 
fend for themselves. With The Writers Union of Canada as 
the catalyst, Canadian Heritage has finally come up with 
financial assistance for writers who were left holding an 
empty wallet when Stoddart Publishing folded. Although 
amounts and details remain to be finalized, sources indicate 
the fund will be in the vicinity of $150,00. Deborah Windsor, 
executive director of TWUC, said the Union is also looking to 
other sources to supplement the shortfall.

Windsor will be meeting with the Writers Trust and offi-
cials from Canadian Heritage on November 29 to discuss how 
the fund for writers will be administered. Information will 
then be circulated to all writers regarding guidelines, criteria 
and the deadline for application. She invites affected writers 
to call her at 416-703-8982 ext 221. Details will eventually be 
posted on TWUC’s Web site (www.writersunion.ca). 

The demise of General Distribution and General Publish-
ing rocked the Canadian book industry earlier this year. Its 
related companies, Stoddart Publishing, Boston Mills Press, 
House of Anansi, and Stoddart Kids also went down the toilet. 

Buyers appeared for Stoddart Kids (Fitzhenry & Whiteside) 
and House of Anansi (purchased by Scott Giffin founder of 
the Giffen Poetry Prize), and Boston Mills. The new owners 
agreed to take on the liabilities for most of the outstanding 
author royalty payments. No one was willing to buy Stoddart. 
This means writers will not be paid royalties owed for 
books already sold. The fallout will continue for publishers, 
booksellers and writers for months to come.

Many Canadian publishers were clients of General 
Distribution and were caught in the ripple effect of its 
messy death. As unsecured creditors, they will never see the 
money General owes them. Adding insult to injury, they had 
to pay for the privilege of retrieving their property from 
General’s warehouse. Indeed court decisions surrounding the 
bankruptcy raise the question of who owns the books in the 
hands of the distributor – are they assets of the distributor or 
of the publisher?

Deloitte & Touche, receivers for the bankrupt companies, 
contacted Stoddart authors and their agents releasing them 
from their contracts and giving them the opportunity to 
purchase their books at a discount – 12% off the list price for 
all copies of a specific title or 20% for a portion. Normally 
writers see a 40% discount and don’t have to front the cash, 
being invoiced later.

Many small publishers who depended on General for distri-
bution flirted with bankruptcy themselves, unable to collect 

on money owed or retrieve unsold stock. Execution was stayed 
when the Canada Council arrived with early payment of grant 
money. The Ontario government also anted up an aid package 
for Ontario publishers.

Writers, however, were left in the cold. So what else 
is new? Writers are the bottom feeders in the book and 
magazine industries. They are always the last to be paid and 
in publisher bankruptcies are always unsecured creditors. The 
Writers Union of Canada (TWUC) is lobbying to remedy this 
inequity. Indeed, TWUC was the catalyst in the Dept. of 
Canadian Heritage decision to implement a special assistance 
package for Stoddart writers.

Heritage issued a press release October 11 which sweet-
ened the pot for affected publishers and provided something 
for the unpaid writers:

1. A special one-time fund (estimated by some sources 
to be about $150,000) will be created to help compensate 
authors who will not receive outstanding royalties from the 
dissolution of General Publishing Co. Ltd. The fund will be 
administered by the Writers Trust.

2. Up to $100,000 will be provided to The Writers Union 
of Canada and the Union des écrivaines et des écrivains québé-
cois to deliver workshops on contract management, rights and 
royalties, and other issues affecting authors and their works.

3. Guidelines and requirements of the Book Publishing 
Industry Development Program (BPIDP) will be clarified to 
better protect the interests of authors and authors’ royalties. 
These clarifications would apply to the treatment of author 
royalty payments, publishers’ declarations, reporting, owner-
ship transfers and payment schedules.

Heritage also sweetened the pot for publishers, more or 
less. They will be eligible for up to 65% of the receivables 
owed by GDS as of May 16, 2002. The special assistance 
will be paid in 2002-03, as supplementary payments to their 
regular BPIDP funding. The amount of the special assistance 
will be deducted from the publishers’ BPIDP payments over 
the next six years. At the end of the 6-year repayment period, 
publishers will have received no more than they would have 
been entitled to over that period of time. 

This special assistance, says the press release, will ensure 
the long-term stability of affected publishers and will assist in 
their recovery from the losses and additional costs they have 
incurred as a result of the failure of GDS, including unpaid 
accounts receivable and extraordinary logistical costs incurred 
as publishers responded to this situation over the past several 
months. n

$$$ for writers burned by Stoddart
by Peggy Amirault
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